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Madison Casillas
 

Mrs. Casillas teaches 11th and 
12th grade English. She graduated 
from ASU with an MSE. The end 
of this year will be her 6th year of 

teaching at PHS!

Amanda Hackworth
Mrs. Hackworth teaches Special 

Education/Resource. She 
graduated high school from PHS! 
She has taught at Pocahontas for 

17 years. 

Amy Lynch
Mrs. Lynch teaches Family 

and Consumer Sciences, Child 
Development and Parenting, and 

Food Safety and Nutritiom. Lynch 
graduated with a masters from UCA. 
She has been teaching at PHS for 4 

years!

Edie Hall
Mrs. Hall teaches Chemistry, 
Pre-AP Chemistry, and AP 

Chemistry.
She graduated from ASU with a 
BS in Agri Science. This is her 

4th year teaching at PHS but her 
30th year to teach.
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Valentines’ Day is for showing 
the ones you love how much their 
presence in your life matters. To 
show them how much they care, 
people buy flowers, cards, and 
other gifts. If you’re broke like 
most of us highschool kids, you 
might try arts and crafts or other 
kind gestures. At PHS, we have 

many activities occurring throughout 
the day on this special holiday. Some of 
those activities include the Valengrams 
that the choir serenade students with, 
the crush sodas that go around for the 
Project Graduation fundraising, and many 
deliveries from different people. 

On Sunday, February 10th, Brenna Baltz had a 
Galentines’ Day at her house. Galenetines’ Day 
helps celebrate the girls. 
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Special Thanks to the Engelberg Duck Club for 
their donations to the Backpack Program again this 
year.  Last year, the EDC raised enough money to 
donate $2,000 to both the Poahontas and Maynard 
Backback Programs.  This year, the club was able 
to raise enough money to donate $3,000 to both the 
Pocahontas and Maynard Backpack Programs!
 
Curt Alphin, Clyde Hackworth, & Mike Halliburton 
started the EDC Banquet in 2018. The 2nd Annual 
EDC Banquet was held on January 26, 2019.  At the 
banquet, attendees enjoyed a delicous BBQ meal, 
they were able to purchase raffle tickets for chances to win a variety of firearms, and this year 
they gave away a duck boat ready to go!  All guest had the opportunity to win tons of door 
prizes throughout the night.  It’s a great reason to come together and support our youth! 
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Backpack Program

Project GraduationProject Graduation
 Project Graduation has been in full swing as the 
date for graduation approaches. Project Graduation 
is a group of parents and students who raise money 
for the night of graduation. There is a lock in at the 
community center, and all the raised money goes to 
the senior to give them  assistance as they start their 
life outside of high school.  Many fundraisers, such as 
crush soda valentine and a raffle drawing, have been 
the most recent project. 
 To help raise money faster, a raffle for a hand-
made, Pocahontas decorated island soared into the 
spotlight. Most seniors sold more than 25 tickets, and 
the winner of the island was announced during a home 
basketball game.  Lauren West won the raffle. 
 For Valentines Day, the yearly Valentine Crush 
sodas took place. For only $1, one could buy a decorated 
crush soda for their crush! Over 300 were sold, and 
seniors and parents helped decorate these adorable 
sodas. 
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Parent Night
 “Mom, did you wash my uniform??”
“Dad, can you drive me to practice?”

“I forgot my shoes!”
“Have you seen my warmup jacket?”

From the start of our school days, some of us seniors have 
been playing our favorite sport. We’ve put in the work and the 
practice time so that we can perform our very best. But where 

would we be without our parents? Who would run home to grab  
our shoes that we forgot? Who would help us with homework 
when we got home late from a game? Who would drive us to 
practice when we couldn’t drive ourselves? We owe a huge 
“Thank you” to the people that raised us and cared for us all 

these years.
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Swim Team

Sports

BASEBALL

SOFTBALL

Seniors
Matthew Waymon

Ethan Frankenberger
Jared Baltz

 Juniors
Drew Capps
Joel Marlow

Charley White
Bradley Baltz

Jackson Nichols

Seniors
Lilly Courtney
Jordan Menard
Morgan Shelton
Lyndsey Johnson

 Juniors
Madison Akins
Lundyn Dooley
Alexis Hughs

Taylor Donner
Jenna Kester

Jocelyn Morris
Msiti Sorg 

Sophomores
Rob Mason
Cooper Fish

Trace Toy
Preston Dutschke

Carter Privett
Gavin Hoffman
Dawson Chester

Wilson Rutter

Freshman
James Burnside

Kannon Weitkamp
Hunter Singley

Sophomores
Chista Prichard
Savannah Todd
Emily McMullin

Kristi Cline
Courtney Ervin
Brooklyne Reed
Katrina Massey

Savanna Andrews

Freshman
Roselintha Ken

Diamond Kimble
Sydney White

Breonna Carpenter
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Swim Team
The Pocahontas Redskins swim team 
has had a successful 2018-2019
season! The Redskins are 4A
Conference Champions and placed in 
district. Boys placed 3rd while girls 
placed 1st. Good luck to the following 
swimmers competing in the state meet 
on Saturday, February 23rd:

Skylar Frazier- 200 free & 100 breast
Carlie Crabtree- 500 free 
Jessica Cooper- 100 fly
Lyndsey Johnson- 100 free
Samuel Frazier- 200 free & 500 free
Eli Smith- 200 IM & 100 breast
Levi Smith- 100 fly & 100 back
Brooks Carter- 50 free

Devon Adams signs with 
Henderson State University

Devon Adams, a senior at Pocahontas High, signed 
with Henderson State on Friday, February 6, 2019 
to play college football as a Reddie. Devon played 
successfully as wide reciever and corner for the 
Redskins his senior year. He says, “It’s just incredible, 
the excitement of everything. It’s a little emotional.  
Kind of sad that I’m going to leave home, but I’m 
excited to go adventure new things.” When asked 
what position he expects to play next season, Devon 
replied, “They have me listed as ‘athlete’, so it just 
depends on where they want me. I’d probably rather 
play reciever, but it’s whatever they want me to play, 
I’ll be happy to do anything.”



Smoke Signal    Page 8

Interact 
PHS Club News

The Interact Club was honored recently during the 
city’s weekly Rotary Club meeting. The ceremony 
was held at Beverley’s on February 13, 2019. The 
Interact president, Madigan Chester, gave a short 
speech about their club and future service projects. 
The members were pinned and thanked for their 
dedication to their common cause, servitude. 
They are: Madigan Chester, Juliana Griffith, Jenna 
Kester, Rachel Baltz, Emily Long, Faith Banks, 
Gage Guthrie, Eli Smith, Gracie Fears, Jordan 
Champion, and Orianna Massey. 

Culture-fest was held at the Pocahontas Junior High 
gym on Feburary 8th during and after school. The 
Pacific Islander club performed some traditional 
dances, and others had the opportunity to join them 
afterward. Then, people of different ethnicities 
were called down to the floor to celebrate cultural 
differences. That night, 
the club did the same 
thing, but different 
people brought their 
own cultural foods.  
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Pocahontas FFA Chapter
FFA members participated in the annual farm sale on Saturday,  Febuary 
9th at AGHQ Peanuts in Pocahontas.   There were several different 
items and farm equipment auctioned off.  Thank you for coming out 

and supporting our 
local FFA Chapter.  

PROM ATTIRE AT THE 
NHS CLOTHING CLOSET
The National Honor Society helps 
organize the Clothing Closet throughout 
the year.  Items are available free of charge 
to all students.   The closet is frequently 
refilled with new/used things, so visit 
often! 
Prom attire is also available this time of the 
year.  The Clothing Closet is located in the 
Kitchen Home Economics Building. One 
door remains open for student convenience.  
Names are kept confidential.  Please contact Mrs. Steimel 
(lori.steimel@pocahontaspsd.com) if you have any 
questions or donations! 

The Pocahontas FFA Chapter competed at the Colts 
Classic on Febuary 15th.  The Horse Judging team 
ranked 13th, and the Vet Science Team ranked 
14th. The Livestock Judging Team had their own 
work out as well, great job done by all students! 



Jared Baltz
Allana Sisco

Arkansas Governor’s 
Scholastic Honors Day

Allana Sisco
Jared Baltz

“On behalf of Governor Asa Hutchinson, the 
Arkansas Department of Education is pleased 
to announce that the Governor’s Scholastic 

Honors Day will be held
April 27, 2019, at the Governor’s Mansion 

in Little Rock.
Scholastic Honors Day recognizes Arkansas’ 
best and brightest students. Public and private 

high schools are encouraged to select two 
students who best represent academic 
achievement in the senior class. Selection 

criteria are at the school’s discretion.” 
-Arkansas Governors Association

Allana and Jared were chosen because 
of their belief to be a perfect fit for the 
qualifications. They both have many 
academic  achievements within the school 
district and highlight the school in a way 
that represents the district well. These two 
will represent Pocahontas School District 
on April 27th in Little Rock because of their 

outstanding work ethic and high grades.
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