Global University Recognition

Number of universities
with published
recognition policies in
the IB Information
System

1-5
Universities

6-10
Universities

11-20
Universities

26-250
Universities

251+
Universities

Access to IB programmes

60% of all public
schools that
offered IB
programmes in the
US (2012-2013)
were designated
Title I.
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College enrollment outcomes
DP students from Title I schools
enroll in college at much higher
rates than the national averages.
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College enrollment outcomes
•

Low-income African
American DP students
from Title I schools have
the highest college
enrollment rate among
the racial/ethnic groups
in this study (84%),
while nationally the
college enrollment rate
of African American
students is the lowest
(57%).
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Key points
•

IB programmes have a substantial presence in Title I schools.

•

Race/ethnicity and income of an IB student has limited effects on his or her college enrollment.

•

African American DP students from Title I schools have the highest postsecondary enrollment rate among the
racial and ethnic groups in this study.
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Diploma Impact Studies
(1) ) Working to My Potential: Experience of CPS Students in the IB Diploma
Programme (2012)
(2) Postsecondary educational attainment of IB Diploma Programme candidates
from US high schools (2013)
(3) Performance in First College Courses of Florida IB Students (2011)
(4) Exploring the Benefits of the International Baccalaureate Extended Essay for
University Studies at the University of Virginia (2013)
Other studies can be found at:
http://www.ibo.org/research/policy/programmevalidation/
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Diploma Impact Study (1)
• Working to My Potential: The Experiences of Chicago
Public Schools Students in the IB Diploma Programme
Chicago Postsecondary Transition Project at the University of Chicago, Consortium on Chicago School Research 2012

• Key Findings:
•

•

Compared to a matched comparison group, DP students more likely to:
•

go to college

•

go to a selective college

•

persist in college for at least two years.*

DP students in college reported:
•

feeling prepared to succeed and, indeed, excel in their coursework

•

their strong academic skills, work ethic, motivation, time management and
willingness to seek help as sources of strength in the transition to college-level
work

•

their preparation in the DP as the source of their success as college students.

*Outcomes do not take into account IB exam or overall DP scores, suggesting that the benefits extend to all DP students, not just

thoseOrganization
who earn the
diploma.
© International Baccalaureate
2013

Diploma Impact Study (1)
College Attendance and Persistence:
DP Students vs. Control Group
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•

** = p-value< 0.01, * = pvalue<0.05, ~ = p-value<0.10

•

Note: Students in this figure
graduated between 2003 and
2007. They represent all
students who enrolled in the
‘pre-IB’ programme in the 9th
grade and then enrolled in the
formal 11th grade DP, as well
as a set of matched students
with similar characteristics.

Diploma Impact Study (1)
Demographics of IB in Chicago Public Schools
79% of CPS students
enrolled in DP courses
qualify for free or
reduced lunch
64 % of CPS students
enrolled in DP courses
are female

21%
79%

36%
64%

Free/Reduced
Lunch
Non-reduced
Lunch

Female
Male

35

Diploma Impact Study (1)

Demographics of IB in CPS High Schools
IB Students enrolled in DP courses
1%
12%

16%

18%

51%

2%

WHITE, NON-HISPANIC
MULTI
HISPANIC
BLACK, NON-HISPANIC
ASIAN
AMERICAN INDIAN
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Diploma Impact Study (2)
Postsecondary educational attainment of IB Diploma Programme candidates from US high schools (2013)

Key Findings:
1. Postsecondary enrollment
Overall, 92% of the DP candidates graduating from US high schools in 2005 enrolled in
US postsecondary institutions between May 2005 and November 2011 (Table 1). Seventyseven percent enrolled directly from high school (before 31 January 2006).
2. Postsecondary destinations
Overall, DP candidates enrolled at 487 four-year institutions in 49 US states (all except
North Dakota) and the District of Columbia immediately after graduation.
3. Retention rates at four-year institutions
The rate of first-year retention of DP students enrolled at four-year institutions was 98%,
while the rate of two-year retention was 97% of initial enrollment. By comparison, the first-year
retention rate at all U.S. four-year institutions was 75% (NCHEMS 2013).
4. Graduation rates at four-year institutions
Overall, 74% of the DP graduates who enrolled at four-year institutions graduated within
four years. These results account for student transfers across institutions. By comparison, at
the national level, 38% of the students who enrolled full-time at four-year institutions in 2004
graduated within four years (Knapp, Kelly-Reid, Ginder 2012a).

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2013

Diploma Impact Study (3)
• Performance in First College Courses of Florida IB
Students Center for Education Policy, SRI International 2011
• Key Findings:
•

A positive association was found between scores on an IB subject
exam and grades in their first college courses in that subject.

•

Overall, 59% of students who scored a 6 or 7 on an IB exam earned an
A in their first college course in that subject.

•

College course choice varied more by performance than level of IB
course.
•

Higher-scoring students took more advanced classes.

•

In the three sciences and Spanish, the level of exam didn’t matter much;
it did matter in mathematics, English and French.
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Diploma Impact Study (3)
Subject Level Performance in the University of Florida System
The data represent more than 20,000 IB candidates in the University of Florida system from 1995 to 2007.
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Diploma Impact Study (4)
Exploring the Benefits of the International Baccalaureate Extended Essay for University Studies at the University of Virginia
(2013)

Key Findings
The IB’s extended essay does have an effect on student’s research confidence and
willingness to engage in future research.
78% of the survey sample indicated that they intended to complete a graduate, doctoral or
other professional degree.
IB students were significantly more likely than former AP students to indicate they:
felt prepared for college-level coursework involving research.
had executed a research project at UVA.
took pride in their research.
intended to conduct future research.
found their research skills to be important to future success.

Interviewees indicated the EE supported skills such as gathering and evaluating evidence,
time management and confidence in writing.
A statistically significant relationship existed between EE scores and college GPAs, after
controlling for background characteristics.
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Diploma Impact Study (4)
IB and AP Alumni’s Perceptions of Excitement and Engagement with Conducting Research
4.1

My research experience interested me
3.5

My research experience increased my…

3.7

3.6
3.7

I will complete another research…

4.0

I am proud of the work I produced for…

AP
IB

4.2
4.4

Having good research skills is…

4.1
4.2

I anticipate using research skills in my…

3.9

I am satisfied with my research…
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4.3

4.0
4.2

I would encourage other UVA…

1.0

4.3

2.0

3.0

4.0

4.2
5.0

Resources
•

GENERAL INFORMATION

•

International Baccalaureate Organization public website: http://www.ibo.org/

•

Interpreting IB Transcripts: http://www.ibo.org/en/digital-toolkit/country-specific-materials/

•

Diploma Validation Studies: http://www.ibo.org/en/about-the-ib/research/programme-impactresearch/programme-impact-studies/diploma-studies/

•

Curriculum Briefs: http://www.ibo.org/en/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countriesand-universities/ib-recognition-resources-and-document-library/

•

University Admissions Blog: http://blogs.ibo.org/universityadmissions/

•

CONTACTS

•

Regional Associations: http://www.ibo.org/en/contact-the-ib/associations-of-ib-schools/

•

IB Answers: https://ibanswers.ibo.org/
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How to show colleges what they need:
Clarity
• Transcript –
• Identify IB (including HL/SL), AP, online, honors, dual
enrollment, etc.
• State whether IB adds point value to GPA/rank
• Clearly indicate whether student will earn full IB diploma
• Use counselor letter to highlight IB
• Especially challenging combo of courses, extra HLs
• EE topic or language
• CAS as it relates to character/personality
• Help educate admission officers who don’t know the IB

Help IB students shine in their applications
Application tips
• Activity section – highlight CAS and EE
Essay & Interview tips
• TOK – did you change a belief
• EE – curiosity, independence, passion about a topic
• CAS – colloboration, service, character
• Bilingual education
• International perspective
• Help students see what makes the IB unique

Help IB students market themselves at
college
• Seek out Professor for class you want to get into
• Find out who sets IB credit policy at your university
• Utilize resources on IBO website:
http://www.ibo.org/recognition/resourcesanddocumentlib
rary/
• Get syllabi from your high school

Resources
GENERAL INFORMATION
International Baccalaureate Organization public website: http://www.ibo.org/
Interpreting IB Transcripts: http://www.ibo.org/diploma/recognition/guide/slidef.cfm
Diploma Impact Studies:
http://www.ibo.org/research/policy/programmevalidation/diploma/
Resources and Documents: http://www.ibo.org/recognition/resourcesanddocumentlibrary/
University Admissions Blog: http://blogs.ibo.org/universityadmissions/

CONTACTS
IB Answers: https://ibanswers.ibo.org/
Marie Vivas, IBA University Relations Manager
(301) 202-3178
Marie.Vivas@ibo.org
Rachelle Bernadel, IBA University Relations Administrator
(301) 202-3177
Rachelle.Bernadel@ibo.org

Leveraging Your IB
Experience!

IB and 21st Century Skills, Perfect Alignment

Key 21st century skills
subjects
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

English & language arts
World languages
Arts
Mathematics
Economics
Science
Geography
History
Government and Civics

IB Learners are College-Ready Learners!

•

21st Century skills

Interdisciplinary

Global awareness
Civic literacy
Environmental literacy
•

Learning & innovation
Creativity
Critical thinking & problem solving
Communication & collaboration

•

Information skills
Information literacy
Media literacy
Technology literacy

•

Life & career skills
Flexibility & Adaptability
Initiative & Self Direction
Social & Cross-Cultural Skills

Source: P21: Partnership for 21st Century Learning

•

Myth: If an IB student does not receive the full diploma,
universities look at that unfavorably and students feel “time
wasted.”

•

Fact: Universities view students who have taken the programme
well prepared for campus life regardless of diploma status and this
influences holistic admissions decisions.

What are admissions
offices looking for?
Percentage of college
admission directors attaching
“considerable importance” to
the following factors

100%
80%
60%
40%
20%
0%

81%

64%

Admissions offices know
that grades in the most
challenging courses won’t
necessarily be as high as

58%

51%

22%

(Source: The State of College Admission, NACAC, 2014)

Program Research
DP students are more likely to enroll in college, to enroll in
selective colleges, and to perform better than their non-IB
peers.
Attending a four-year College

77.2%

53.3%

Attending a more selective college

57.0%

38.1%

Persisting at a college for two
years

80.3%

71.0%
0%

IB Diploma Students

20%

40%

60%

80% 100%

Comparison Group
Source: Consortium for Chicago School
Research, University of Chicago, 2012
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What’s in it for you?
•

When compared to a matched comparison group, IB
students are 40% more likely to attend a four-year
college and 50% more likely to attend a more selective
college.

•

IB students in four-year colleges are significantly more
likely to persist in four-year colleges for two years.

Source: Working to my Potential, UChicago Consortium on School Research, 2012

Shining as a Diploma
Candidate…
Activity section –
• Highlight CAS, EE and alignment to learning objectives

Personal statement & Interview Section—
• TOK – did you change a belief?
• EE – curiosity, independence, passion about a topic
• CAS – colloboration, service, character
• Interdisciplinary nature of courses and holistic nature
• Bilingual education
• International perspective
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How to advocate for yourself once on
campus
1. Find out who sets IB credit policy at your university
2. Seek out professor for class you want to get into
3. Utilize resources on IBO website:

• Diploma Programme Subject Briefs
• HL/SL explanations
• Grade Descriptors
4. Obtain syllabi from your high school (internal
assessments, practice papers, presentations)
5. Have EE abstract readily available

Finding IB Scholarships
• Check universities websites
directly (calling admissions
offices are helpful too!)

•

IB Community Blog

•

Funding
Opportunities

Top 25 IB Transcript Receiving Universities in
North America

Page 62

Percentage of Freshman IB Students enrolled in
Top 25 Liberal Arts and Research Institutions in
the US- Fall 2015

9/21/2016
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What is the IB Student Registry?
•

•
•

•

The IB Student Registry (https://registry.ibo.org/) is an
interactive platform to connect students with the world’s
leading universities and colleges.
Students profiles allow students to highlight their academic
and extracurricular involvement as well as test scores.
Universities profiles showcase their recognition policies
and provide information about credits and scholarships
offered.
Through a subscription to the Registry, universities are
able to search and access student profiles.
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Why should I
create a profile?
• Find a specific
university destination
• Browse through credit
and award policies at
universities and
colleges that interest
you
• Showcase your IB
courses, marks and
other activities

How do I Sign Up?
1. Visit https://registry.ibo.org/

2. Click ‘Sign Up’

3. Select ‘Student Account’
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Keep Active in the Summer
Extended Essay
Summer Readings
Internal Assessments
FAFSA Preparation
Narrow down the list of colleges
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