APPEAL FOR
FUNDING
Alexandra Youth Centre

Dance »
Music »
Education »

Enabling young people
to achieve their potential
The Gumboots Foundation

Providing social investment opportunities

Alexandra
Township

We are
seeking to raise
an initial R1.2 million
towards building
a Youth Centre in
Alexandra Township

»

»
With all its challenges
and complexities,
Alex is a vibrant and
energetic community
with enormous
resources of talent.
It is deserving of your
support.

»

At over 100 years, Alexandra
Township (Alex) is one of the
oldest colonial and apartheid
legacies in South Africa … it is
older than Soweto.

Covering almost 7 sq km with a
population of over 500 000, it is
one of the most densely populated
areas in the country, and one of
the poorest.

Adjacent to Alex and in line of site
is Sandton, one of South Africa’s
most affluent communities.
The contrast is a glaringly stark
example of the extremes of wealth
and poverty in our country.

Alexandra
Youth
Centre
Gumboots has recently purchased
vacant land in Alex and is planning to
build a Youth Centre to cater for:

» Dance » Music
» Other performing arts
» Education support

Given the cramped and over-crowded conditions in Alex, there
is a huge lack of facilities to provide extramural activities for
children. More youth centres with safe recreational spaces are
desperately needed.

The plan is to build in two phases
and this appeal, for R1.2 million,
is for the funding of Phase 1.

Phase 1
Dance, Music and
Performing Arts
Centre

Gumboots has recently purchased vacant
land in Alex and is planning to build a
Youth Centre to cater for:

Cost Estimate:
R1.2 million

»

Building Plan: A modular structure along the lines of the
27 Boxes development in Melville, comprising 7 modules
using pre-fab structures including shipping containers.
These modules will allow for:

»
»
»
»

covered practice and performing area
change rooms
equipment storage
caretaker living quarters

»

»
»
»

toilets and showers
admin office
kitchenette

Implementation period: August 2019 to February 2020
Running costs: R8 000 per month to cover caretaker and utilities. To be funded from existing
donor base.

Phase 2
Education
Support
Centre

Cost Estimate:
R3 million

Gumboots has recently purchased vacant
land in Alex and is planning to build a
Youth Centre to cater for:

»

Building Plan:
Modular structure
under pre-fab portal
frame to provide for:

»

»

»

computer learning
centre

extra tuition in maths,
science and language skills

Implementation period:
May 2020 to February 2021

Running costs: R35 000 per month,
including stipends to tutors and
administrators

We need your help today to change children’s lives.

Background
to Sigiya Sonke

Why
is this Youth
Centre needed?
There is a dire need for more
centres of this nature in Alex.
With this in mind and with the
urgent challenges facing the
Sigiya Sonke Dance Group,
we have planned for Phase 1 to
be constructed to support the
group and to include a wide
range of performing arts.
For Phase 2, we will broaden
the scope of the project to
include other educational
facilities.

Sigiya Sonke was started in 1993 by
talented dancer Jack Letsoela, teaching over
2 000 pupils in a wide range of disciplines
over the years. Many competitions have
been won, both locally and abroad in the
2006 Prague World Championships. But it
is as much a social upliftment programme
as it is a dance school. Assisted by Beauty,
Jack’s wife, they have provided a creative
outlet to the children of Alex, many of
whom, despite having come from deprived
backgrounds, have shown exceptional
talent and motivation.
The group danced for 16 years in a disused
warehouse that became inhabited by
vagrants and was ultimately burnt down.
Undeterred, they continued to rehearse
daily in Jack’s small yard. Conditions and
resources under which the group operates
are extremely meagre, and their success is a
testament to the talent and passion of Jack,
Beauty and the dancers.
Sigiya Sonke is community based, it has
proved its sustainability, it takes kids off
the streets and develops talent and selfconfidence, and with Gumboots support it
has enormous potential to grow. The group
deserve a safe, well-resourced centre in
which to grow their talents.

The Gumboots
Foundation

Gumboots is
a registered Public
Benefit Organisation
in terms of the Income
Tax Act. All donations
received will qualify
for deductions under
Section 18A of The Act.

»
»

Gumboots is a non-profit company (NPC)
supporting community-led projects
in Alexandra Township, focusing on
disadvantaged and vulnerable children.
For 17 years, with the generous support of
largely individual donors, Gumboots has
raised and distributed over R12 million to
the four community projects it supports:

»
»
»
»

Sigiya Sonke Dance Group
Ratang Bana Orphan and Vulnerable
Children Support
Leratong Pre-School
Phetoho Education – Gumboots
provides funding for school/university
fees and other extra-curricular activities

Registration no: 2009/14318/08

Address: 69 9th Street, Parkhurst 2193, Johannesburg

Public Benefit Organisation no: 930041178

For more information:

Banking details: First National Bank
Account no: 62249589815
Branch code: 255805
Swift code: FIRNZAJJ

Contact John Lightfoot: (+27) 83 449 5803
jdlightfoot@gmail.com

Auditors: Nwanda Inc.
Directors: John Lightfoot, Anthony Prangley, Sifiso
Tshabalala, Richard Britten-Kelly, Jennifer Prangley

Or Jenny Prangley: (+27) 82 928 8806
jennyprangley@gmail.com
Or visit our website www.gumboots.org.za

