BREZELNEWS
Twelfth Edition, March 2016

Newsletter of the German Saturday Schools Islington and Hackney Wick
Dear Saturday School families in Islington and
Hackney Wick,
We do not yet have to discuss whether we should
remove the upright European pretzel man from
our logo or not, so in this issue we focus on the
following topics: Our former Saturday School
student Fenja Akinde-Hummel recounts her gap
year in Germany. Martina Schmid tells us how the
Saturday School has opened her the door to the
teaching profession. We report on a new initiative:
Three teachers in Islington invited the parents of
their group into the classroom. After Easter, more
classes in Islington will follow and Hackney will
join in, and in the future we plan to do this once a
year. Finally, we check out the spy series
Deutschland 83 from different Saturday School
perspectives, among others with a contribution by
Oliver Bärwald.
Hackney missed out a bit in this issue. We would
like to change this - if someone among the
parents in Hackney is interested and has the time
and inclination to contribute to the Brezel-News,
whether regularly or with sporadic ideas or
articles, we would be very happy. In this edition,
Judith Leeb has provided us with a lot of energy
and dedication. Judith is a Saturday School
mother in Islington and comes with a background
as a television journalist. Thank you, Judith!
From September, we are also looking for new
Saturday School teachers and assistants in both
schools and hope that Martina's article may have
inspired you.

The term was very short and we have been very
busy - parents' consultation in Islington and
Hackney, successful carnival celebrations in both
schools, the parents' visits in the three classes in
Islington, book sales in both schools on March 12,
and we will seal off the term with two Easter egg
hunts.
Around 30 older students from the Islington
School have registered to take the GCSE and Alevel exams - we offer the preparation at Saturday
School and the students then sit the exams at
English Secondary Schools. It is getting more
difficult every year to find appropriate schools
where our students can sit the exams, especially
for the more demanding A-Level exams. This is
because fewer and fewer schools teach German.
We know of at least three secondary schools in
our catchment area that will drop German from
their curriculum starting this September. It was a
fateful move when the Government abandoned
foreign languages as a compulsory GCSE subject
in 2004. Now Primary School are obliged to teach
a foreign language, but a bit of one language at
Primary School and then three more years from
11-14, often in a different language, really is not
very effective. Even my sons who already learned
French in their primary school and passed their
French GCSE exam after another five years at
Secondary School with a good A, cannot speak
French. Unfortunately, foreign language teaching
is not what many of us remember from our
schools in Germany, Austria, Switzerland or other
countries. Our Saturday School children are
fortunate to grow up with two or more languages.
Yours Cathrin
German Saturday Schools Islington & Hackney Wick
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My Germany experience

Former Saturday School student Fenja about her gap year
Before leaving to Dortmund, I was quite
apprehensive. I had always only been there as a
visitor, seeing grandparents and my Dad’s friends. I
had an offer from a family friend to work as an
English teaching assistant at a German
gymnasium. It was a good opportunity to improve
my German, and I would be paid, so I said yes.
Anything would have been better than sitting
around and getting bored in London, so I set off.
I cannot deny that I got off to a shaky start. I was
initially living with the friend who had offered me the
job, and getting up at 6 in order to be at school by
7.55am was challenging after a long leisurely post
exam summer. On my very first day I was plunged
in at the deep end. The teacher whom I was
supposed to merely assist was in a meeting and I
was told to teach a class of 27 bored 11-year-olds
the Perfect Tense in English - I had yet to learn
exactly what the Perfect was, I now know what it is.
Arguably, I learned more about English than about
German grammar while I was there!

was such an interesting and enriching experience. I
learned an incredible amount in that time, about
myself, about working, punctuality, children etc. It
was an absolutely invaluable experience which I
honestly cannot recommend enough.
I also managed to build something that mildly
resembled a social life. While living with the family
friends for the first month, I searched for a flat in
the centre of Dortmund. This was incredibly difficult
(people don’t seem to like temporary tenants who
only stay for a few months). Eventually I found a flat
slap bang in the centre of the city. Yes, the carpet
was probably older than the building itself, and yes,
the kitchen work surfaces were propped up by a jar
of sugar, but it was my flat. I paid for it, I could do
what I wanted, I could eat when I felt like it and
sleep until I wanted, that was completely new.
I shared the flat with two amazing people. Ali and
Käthe were both students of social studies who
were incredibly cool and just as outrageous as I
am. They accepted my quirks in good humour and
the discussions we would have at the kitchen table
were always interesting and stimulating - and all in
German. I was shocked to hear how present the
neo-Nazis are in Dortmund, but reassured to learn
that the antifascist movement is overwhelmingly
strong. We also spent hours singing, dancing and
translating riddles and tongue twisters …
I also joined a funk band and we played two
incredible gigs together. It was amazing to be able
to continue playing the saxophone and to integrate
myself in the Dortmund jazz scene, which to my
surprise is incredibly rich and diverse.

Fenja, the "English exchange teacher" at the Christmas
concert of the school in Lethmathe

Of course the students were eager to find out how
much they could get away with with a 19-year-old
English speaking "supply teacher". They soon
learned that this was actually very little. However,
they also realised that I could be equally silly and
childish which meant that eventually (when I wasn’t
teaching them by myself) I was able to get to know
them and encourage them to view me not as a
straight-laced teacher, but a gap year student who
ultimately took no pleasure in pulling rank and
demanding silence.
It was bizarre existing on the other side of the
teacher staff room door. Up until a year ago it had
been a forbidden private members club, I could
only imagine the endless possibilities of what
occurred in there. As it turns out - mainly work. The
odd bit of gossip, and the odd cry of “ ICH HAB
KEINEN BOCK” from a Maths teacher nearing
retirement. Pension, funnily, was a common topic.
Despite the fact that I was approximately 25 years
younger than most of my colleagues, I loved it. It

Overall the experience was invaluable, I have fallen
in love with Dortmund and Germany in general (I
also visited Berlin for a month). I met very
interesting people, I learned about myself, about
finding my independence, I gained confidence
speaking the German language, and I was able to
frankly and honestly experience a country and a
culture which make up half of my national identity.
Whereas I once viewed Germany with rose tinted
glasses, I was now able to see some of its obvious
flaws. I can now criticise and celebrate it and
comment from experience. Whereas I once thought
that Germany was ahead of England in almost
every area, I can now appreciate the benefits of an
upbringing in London, particularly as a person of
mixed racial heritage. There is absolutely nothing
that I would have done differently, this experience
has been fundamental to my development, and it
has helped me gain confidence in my German
skills. Eventually I hope to return to study there,
simply because I love the country and its people so
much.
By Fenja Akinde-Hummel

Trial Lesson

Parents visit in their children's lesson
Natalie and Isabell Obert and their group of 7-yearolds invited the parents of their class to join in for a
visit in the first half of their lesson on 30th January.
It was the start of a new initiative, which we want to
extend to all our classes in Islington as well as in
Hackney. Parents had told us that it would be nice
to meet the other parents of the class.
Natalie Denby: "Personally this hadn't crossed my
mind, but I welcomed the idea. Not so much
because of getting to know each other, but
because the parents had the opportunity to really
experience how the class is set up. It was up to me
how to involve the parents in the session - the
children could have also done a presentation for
their parents. Since the children are still small, I
opted for a more or less regular lesson. We
included the parents in our circle at the beginning,
with the children sitting on the floor. I gave brief
explanations for the parents, e. g. how often and
why we are still practicing to count or the names of
the months.
We divided the class in two groups. At one table,
the children and my colleague Isabell Obert
showed one group of parents how the LÜK-Boxes
work. The other parents played a few of our
favourite circle games with the children, with my
explanation why we play these games. We
changed the groups and then the children told their
parents about the book we are reading at the
moment,"
Tafiti
und
das
fliegende
Pinselohrschwein", about the different characters
and the plot. At the end we practiced carnival
songs. Time passed quickly - I would have liked to
explain a little bit more background about the LÜK
boxes or about our other activities. "

what they can do. It was good to see what stories
they read and that the teaching is well done." Nina
found particularly interesting how the teachers
teach the children to sing the songs. Their
expectation that the children speak good German
was confirmed. They were happy to meet the other
parents because they have not got many phone
numbers yet, it takes a while to get to know other
parents. Both find that parents' visits once a year
would be a good experience – for the teachers as
well.

Large audience: Natalie reading a book with her group

Nina Gebauer and Barbara Gross teach the 6year-olds and it was their turn on March 5. Nina
also focused in her lesson on what she always
does and was so concentrated that she was barely
aware of the parents. As usual the children greeted
the day speaking a German sentence together this time about the four seasons - and then sang
two German songs. They played a traditional game
in which the teacher made them swap their places
by assigning different types of fruit to them and
announcing what fruits have to change places.
Finally those children who were happy to do so
were encouraged to talk about their past week.
Nina introduced special German diphthongs like
au, eu, aü and ei and the children searched for
German words with these diphthongs. They then
looked around the classroom together with their
parents, looking for more examples and writing
them down in lists. Finally, Nina read a story to the
children, "Kein Tag für Juli" - Juli is not having a
good day, not only has his mum little time time for
him because she has to care for the new baby, he
also has disputes with other children ....

Caroline and her class after the parents's visit

Natalie was happy with the excellent response almost all parents - often in couples - came to the
trial lesson. New parents attended as well as
parents whose older children have come to the
school for years. Nina and Jochen are relatively
new to the School: "The accounts we get from our
son Liam at home are mostly shorthand versions.
It's nice how the children participate and show off

Nina thought the visit gave a great insight to
parents as almost all the children acted as usual. It
is a challenge to integrate the different language
levels, but overall the group has a high standard.
Many children are chatty, and Nina encourages the
others to do a "show and tell". The parents have
told Nina that the children think the lessons are fun
and they really enjoy coming to her class on
Saturdays – this makes her very happy.

Stephanie's daughter Yasmina already writes and
reads in English, this supports her daughter
Yasmina's interest in German. Stephanie was
surprised of how much serious learning is getting
done in the Saturday School lessons. Sylvie
(daughter Mathilda) likes the playful approach and
that at the same time the German language is
taught consistently, even the young children are not
just doing crafts and singing. Sylvie has a friend in
a Russian school. There the children learn to read
and write in Russian, their second language,
parallel to English reading and writing, while the
German Saturday School waits until the children
have reached a certain level of reading and writing
in English first. She wonders which approach is the
better one. Past experience in the Saturday
Schools in Islington and Hackney Wick has shown
that parallel learning confuses many children. And
once a child is able to read and write in one
language, it can learn this very quickly in the
second language. The teachers at the German
Saturday School can then focus on differences and
particularities, such as umlauts or diphthongs.

combinations and sounds like au and ei. She will
practice this with her son at home. Caroline liked
the fruit salad game.
Caroline Hobkinson, who teaches the 8-year-olds,
sends regular emails to the parents of her class, so
they can practice new learning materials with their
children. While visiting her daughter's class she
had the idea that she would ask the children in her
class to introduce their own parents to the other
parents when it would be her turn in the following
week on March 12. Caroline did not only ask the
children to name their parents and their place of
origin, she also made them talk about a family
holiday. When the children got stuck, their mothers
or fathers helped out. Some parents were surprised
to find out that they are coming from the same area
in North Rhine Westphalia or that they tend to go
skiing at the same resort.

Silvia said it was great to experience all the children
together for the first time, and to see of what high
standard their German is. Her daughter Amaris is
relatively new in the class and Silvia liked how the
teachers include and involve the children. Amaris
said: "It was nice to have mum here so she could
see that my teachers are really great and very
nice". Corinna’s daughter Althea told her that the
lessons were really always like the one she had just
witnessed. She did not only find interesting to see Parents and children looking for words in Nina's group
the other parents, but also to experience her own
daughter in the classroom. Surely she is like that in The idea of parents' visits originates from a
her English school, which is shyer than mum had conversation with Birgit, the mother of Sophia in
thought. Petra was excited to finally get a glimpse Caroline's class. She joined the Saturday School in
for herself of what is going on in the classroom and September and found the large group of parents
of its dynamics. Amelia talks about the lessons at confusing: "You do not know which child belongs to
which parents." Birgit liked the class visit
home.
experience. Sophia panicked a bit when she had to
talk about her mother, but then both of them did the
introduction together. "The children learned new
things about each other. When some children
talked about what is special about their parents
they gave away the odd detail the parents may not
have been quite so keen about," Birgit smiles. She
can now assign faces and arrange play dates in the
future.

Parents exploring the work with LÜK Boxes

Tommy's mother Isabell and Mimi's mother Caroline
not only have their own children in the class.
Teachers themselves, they were curious to see
what their colleagues are doing. Isabell observed
the way how Nina introduced first letter

The echo so far has in general been positive. The
opportunity to see a trial lesson has been well
received by mothers and fathers, and they were
able to kill two birds with one stone: meeting other
parents and their children's classmates and
experience what their sons and daughters do in
class. Parents whose visit is still coming up have
something to look forward to, and with this positive
feedback it is obvious that the "trial lessons" will
become an annual Saturday School institution.
By Judith Leeb

Springboard

Starting to teach at Saturday School
We are continuously on the watchout for new
Saturday School teachers, especially before the
summer holidays when we look for new teachers
for the new school year, and we regularly need
more supply teachers. Of course we like
appropriate qualifications and/or experience as a
teacher. But over the years, we have always liked
career changers and we have often given an
opportunity to people with an interest in the
teaching profession. For some of them the
Saturday School has been the springboard for their
future career. Here is one teacher's story:
My son Emmi was 5 years old when he started at
the Saturday School in Islington. I had just
separated from my husband and kept myself afloat
as a freelance artist and with a waitress job in a
restaurant. When Cathrin offered me to be a supply
teacher at the Saturday School and then to take
over the beginners class in 2001 (the children were
starting as 3-year-olds at the time) I accepted. The
Saturday School has enabled me to try different
ideas on how to communicate best with young
children and how to give them the joy of learning. It
was great to realise that I was able to develop a
good relationship and rapport with the kids, and it
was great fun to draw and do crafts with them, and
to read them stories.
After about a year I applied for a job as a Learning
Support Assistant (LSA), more or less by chance.
Being once again disappointed by the Job Centre,
a neighbour showed me the job advertisement by
the Robert Blair Primary School in Caledonian
Road. Thanks to my experience at the Saturday
School I was accepted for the position immediately.
During my two years as LSA I worked with children
with behavioural problems and learning difficulties.
I learned a lot about phonetics and was trained as
an "Advanced Skills Maths Teaching Assistant" to
promote various mathematical strategies ("Maths

Martina and her Saturday School class in 2005:
Students & parents in Islington might recognise Alex,
Leon, Maya and Nelson, who are working as classroom
assistants in this school year

Springboard"). I also had the chance to teach art
and create the stage settings for theatre
performances, which was a lot of fun.
By then I knew that I wanted to train to become a
teacher, I only wasn't sure yet whether I wanted to
teach at Primary School or become a Secondary
Art. teacher In the end I decided for the Art and in
2003/2004 I took the Art & Design PGCE course at
the Institute of Education. Afterwards I started my
teacher training at the Hendon School, a large
mixed comprehensive school where I still teach
today.

Martina and her two sons today - she originally came to
Saturday School with Emmi, and now with Fred

Until 2007, when my younger son Freddy was
born, I kept teaching my group at the Saturday
School. The Saturday School was great because
Cathrin always trusted me and gave me a lot of
confidence and encouraged me. That was
important, because in the beginning you just have
to follow your instincts and then you can improve
yourself. Of course everyone can see what is going
on in the class rooms through the large glass
windows towards the hallway in the Drayton Park
School. This can make you quite nervous
especially as a new teacher, but on the other hand
it is great for the parents.
It was very interesting to observe the learning
processes of kindergarten children and to "grow
up" with my class. I learned a lot about how their
attention span is growing, how conflicts between
children arise (The Secret Life of 3, 4, 5, year oldswatch it!) and how as a teacher you can positively
influence, mediate and communicate good
practise. Of course I also had my own son, who
was about four years older than the children I was
teaching, so I knew what he was interested in - the
children's books I read with my class were all his
and Emmi and I had read them together, and the
children's songs were from my childhood and I had
also sung them to my son.
I learned a lot about how to get the attention of the

children and how to politely but firmly insist on good
participation in class. Maybe not so much the
didactics, but as far as classroom management is
concerned, it makes no essential difference
whether the children are 3, 8 or 13 years old. I
always had a big heart for those who are perceived
as "troublemakers" by the others, and my big
ambition was then as it is now to transform
behavioural patterns and positively integrate these
"troublemakers" into the group. The origins of my
strategies in this respect definitely go back to my
teaching experience at the Saturday School.
I also continued as an artist, and in my art work I
much questioned my relationship to Germany and
my own conflicts with my German identity during
these years. My Saturday School work with the
children helped me to reconcile myself with my own
German past and origins. In retrospect, this was
very
important,
because
in
the
large

comprehensive schools in London you need to very
clearly know your own identity and where you stand
yourself in order to be able to help the adolescent
youth with their own identification. In my art and
photography lessons identity and origin always play
an important role, because I am convinced that it is
the main source of the creative inspiration of
humans.
I can really highly recommend the teaching
profession. I love the company of teenagers and I
myself am learning new things about art and
photography every day, just through the comments
and observations of my pupils. Teaching is not only
to teach something to the students, but rather a
mutual eye opener and a way to develop a joy of
learning which should stay with all of us during our
whole life.
By Martina Schmid

Deutschland 83

Action and reflection - different Saturday School perspectives
Deutschland 83 was first presented at the Berlinale
film festival in 2015. It is a classical spy series,
featuring the adventures of a young GDR sergeant
who infiltrates the Federal Armed Forces in 1983,
during the Cold War. Who would have thought that
barbecue parties, daily life in the barracks and the
peace movement can be equally exciting as hectic
car chases. The eight-part-series was concocted by
a German-American couple: producer Jörg Winger
and his American wife, scriptwriter Anna Winger.
Like many Saturday School couples they know
Germany from a variety of perspectives.

Jörg und Anna Winger, die Urheber der Serien, leben in
Berlin - als deutsch-amerikanisches Ehepaar eine
ähnliche Verbindung wie viele unserer deutschenglischen Samstagsschuleltern hier in London.

It was an article in the British Guardian that raised
the Wingers' attention - a large-scale NATO
maneuver almost lead to a nuclear preemptive
strike in 1983. From the outset the series was
aimed at an international market, and it was even
first broadcast in the USA in June 2015 - as the first
German series ever shown with English subtitles. It

was a great success unlike the transmission in
Germany in autumn 2015.
In January/February the series was shown in Great
Britain – even the red buses sported
advertisements for Deutschland 83 through the
streets of London. Every Sunday 2.5 million viewers
switched their TV sets on to watch the spy drama.
Deutschland 83 was the most successful foreign
production in the history of British television. What
do our Saturday school parents and students think
of it? Oliver Bärwald has commented on the series
for us, and we captured some more opinions in the
school grounds in Islington.
Stephanie Esser from Düsseldorf is surprised that
the series was shown in German with subtitles on
prime time television. As a child in the 1980s, she
regularly visited relatives in the East, and she
remembers the death strip and how the inside of
the supermarkets looked very differently. Many of
her English colleagues really liked Deutschland 83.
They spotted even tiny details and their authenticity
was eagerly discussed on Twitter, for instance if the
movie shown in the film really exists or if a poster
about the peace movement in the tube station was
authentic (both are fictional).
There was broad approval among the Saturday
School community for the fantastic set design, the
costumes and the music which reflect the period of
the 1980s very well. In Judith Jammers’ opinion the
series is highly stylized while she recalls the 1980s
as a time of bad taste – of yuppies, shoulder pads
and perms. Many of the parents raved about the
music: it reminds them of their youth, in particular
the Neue Deutsche Welle title song Major Tom by

Peter Schillling, Nena, David Bowie ... and of
course Udo Lindenberg’s Sonderzug nach Pankow.
Lefteris, 13, wanted to learn about East Berlin and
found interesting how Americans and Soviets
acted. He thought that East and West looked quite
similar in the film and that that East Germany did
not really look be poorer. He noticed one
exception: coffee is taken to the East as a gift.
Lupa, of the same age, noticed that the wallpapers
in the West were considerably more colourful. It
came as a surprise to many of our Saturday school
children that Bonn used to be the Capital of
Western Germany.
Many parents noted that their children did bot
recognize politicians such as Petra Kelly of the
Green Party or even Reagan and Kohl.
Deutschland 83 taught Nelson, 17, about the
peace and Bagwan movements. He was
impressed with the books which GDR citizens were
not allowed to read although they were merely
books. He realised how controlled everybody was.

Judith watched Deutschland 83 with her daughter Lupa

Petra Arnold from Dresden also commented on the
books. Their significance in the GDR is revealed at
a birthday party in the film– books were treasured
and given as presents. In her opinion the scene
where a Stasi worker is unable to read a floppy
disk from West Germany was a typical reflection of
daily life in the GDR – nothing really worked
properly. She is doubtful that the serial provides an
insight into life in the GDR, but found it great and
exciting. So far little has been written about this
period. Petra recalls that they had to practise how
to prepare for an atomic attack at school– that they
sealed up the windows and were taught to do
thorough vacuuming - after the presumed attack.
Jana Scholze also grew up in the GDR. She tends
to watch little television but watched the first
episode because people were talking about it. For
her, the story was too mischievous. "When you tell
a historical story you must be more precise.
Soldiers in the East German Army (NVA) learned
other methods, and it was very hierarchical. Martin
would have had disciplinary problems with his
unprofessional behaviour. Both systems should
have been shown as more distinct. In East
Germany there was more scepticism towards the

regime than the film
makes us believe. There
were
differences
in
behaviour, which the film
could
have
shown."
Altogether Jana thinks
that the serial has not
realised
many
opportunities.
Almost all fathers in the
Advanced German adult class in Islington have
followed the serial. Chris was in the GDR in 1987
and the film recalled memories of East and West.
He liked the historical parallel, the confrontation of
the two super powers. But he thought the story line
is foolish – too many coincidences, too much
politics, Reagan, Pershing rockets, too incredible.
The daily objects and the film set he loved, and
Alan agreed: cars, ashtrays, TVs - all match.
James thought the smoking Stasi aunt was
interesting. It would be realistic that everybody
smoked, and he found the representation of the
rogue regime and the dynamics in the East.
Andrew liked the dynamics in general – for
instance the dysfunctional relationship between the
General and his daughter. He thinks the actors are
good and the dialogues are well written.
Alan watched the program with his16-year-old son
Kalle who wanted to know how people in Britain
dealt with the fear of war in Europe. Alan told him
that there was a brochure by the British
government which talked about survival in a
nuclear war. Chris mentioned that the government
also distributed an AIDS brochure – those were the
two big global threats of the period, and he thought
it was very interesting to see them being dealt with
together in the film.
Katja Forreiter, who teaches the class, thought that
Deutschland 83 is very contemporary; she actually
participated in the huge peace demonstration
which is shown in the film. She was annoyed that
the East Germans speak without an accent, and
thinks the GDR is shown in a flattering way. Lee
Herrick works in the film industry. He thinks it is a
brilliant story, in particular for older children and
teenagers. It is important to remind them that
Germany was stuck inbetween the two super
powers. The global film industry has taken notice of
the success of Deutschland 83. Particularly among
younger viewers original language is perceived as
cool.
In the meantime the spy series has become a
trendsetter also in Germany: Various high calibre
serials are being produced for the foreign market,
exploiting the German history - from the Roaring
Twenties to the hacker attacks of the present.
By Judith Leeb and Cathrin Cordes

Deutschland 83

Oliver Bärwald recommends the spy series about the Cold War and his own
youth

German history on our screens, all inclusive with the music, fashion and culture of
the time

The true background of the series is quite dramatic
itself. The reaction of the Warsaw Pact in response
to "Able Archer 83", a massive NATO exercise
manoeuvre on German soil, takes the world as
close to World War III as only the much better
known Cuban Missile Crisis before. Only at the last
moment Moscow recognises it as a giant war
game plan. The story is told with much humour; my
highlights include the East/West pictures as well as
the trials and tribulations of the "floppy disk".
It is clearly targeted at generation X, who were
young in the 80ies and identify with the music of
the era and the images of the peace movement. I
particularly like the enthusiastic grammar school
teacher who is blocking the gates of the barracks
with her pupils.

Rainer Rupp alias "Topas",
GDR-agent from von 1968
until the fall of the Wall and
a historical precedent for
Martin/Moritz
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Bute there is also
much to see for the
millenials who are now
entering their own
teenage years, like
many of our Saturday
School children, for
example the analogue
predecessor of the
modern iPod - do you
remember
the
walkman?
Some
historical corner marks
help
understanding

the current tensions in the relationship between
Russia and the West: In the series Gorbachev (not
named and only seen on a screen at the end) is
the one who initiates the détente policy; Putin
nowadays considers him as a traitor of Russia.
My children became big fans and are now looking
forward to the next episodes, maybe "Deutschland
89". For them it provided a window into my
childhood with the - probably typical German - fear
of the outbreak of an atomic war and the peace
movement on one side, and the music on the other
side. And thanks to keeping up with their German
at Saturday School they were able to judge the
subtitles rather critically. For example the German
position "in the ass crack of the Cold Wars" (so the
original voice) is by far not as comfortable as the
translation "in the eye of the hurricane" implies.
After all, this refers to a rather quiet position in the
centre of the turmoil.
Also interesting is that the series hits a cultural
nerve: While the series had a rather small
audience in Germany with dropping viewing figures
it turned out to be a big success in the USA and
the most successful foreign series on British
television so far which is not aired in English.
Maybe in the time of "Brexit" the British are
starting to show more interest in Germany.
Very worthwhile watching and easy to find on "4on-demand" or YouTube/ iTunes.

Judith Leeb & Cathrin Cordes
Maugan Hague
islington@samstagsschule.co.uk; hackney@samstagsschule.co.uk
www.samstagsschule.co.uk
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