
The Save Capel Ramble – 12th October 2019 
 

 
 

Despite the heavy rain forecast a large group of dedicated ramblers, all hardy 
souls and committed ‘Save Capelers’ turned out for the inaugural (yes, we 
may plan another one for next year when the weather warms up.) Save 
Capel Ramble.  
 
 

 
Ramblers gathering at the start 
 
 

Young and old and some four legged friends ignored the weather and set off 
from Capel Community Centre with maps and route quiz in hand. (Answers at 
the end of this report) 

 

Some of the Ramblers about to set off  
 

 

Learning more about The Hoppers, local farms and produce, Tudeley Church 
amongst other local interesting facts as they walked, the intrepid convoy of 
ramblers crossed the parish cutting through the CA1 site of the proposed 
Tudeley New Town. Even in the rain the visual impact of the countryside and 



buildings across this beautiful piece of Kent 
horrified those that realised the vandalism 
that waits in the wings, should TWBC get 
their way.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Finally arriving at The Poacher, there was 
time to mull over the walk, brush off 
some mud, compare answers to the 
questions and warm up by the open fire, 
all over a drink or two. 
 
  
 

 
During the ramble there were competitions for both adult groups and family 

groups to complete both the route and nature quizzes. In addition there was 
the added photograph  
challenge, to get the most 
artistic or original photo of 
specific local objects eg, 
oasts, hopper huts, Save 
Capel banners amongst the  
eight categories. 
 
 
 
 
 
Crossing the fields near All Saints Church 

 
 



In the adult category, the winners of the quiz with a score of 53 ½ were 
Kevin & Lesley Entacott accompanied with the very knowledgeable Don 
Foreman.  
 

Kevin & Lesley receiving 
their winning prize from 
Joanna Ginsberg of the 
fundraising team, 
chocolates and wine. 

 
Second were Dawn and Ian Davis with a score of 50 and in third place,  
Ollie and Stephanie Tizzard with a score of 44. 
 
In the adult photo, the winners were Dave and Jackie Cobell with their image 
of a wheelbarrow. The judges loved the vibrant colour and contrast along 
with the humour. 
 

 



 
 
David and Jackie receiving their 
prize for the winning photo. 

 
 

In joint second, Nigel 
Tansley with his image of 
hopper huts. Nigel was 
the only one to submit 
pictures of the second 
line of hopper huts found 
on route, these being 
located at Bank Farm 
Stables. The judges 
enjoyed his composition 
of the photo.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
And Dawn and Ian 
Davis with their image 
of the Five Oak Green 
wheelbarrow. The 
judges liked the angle 
to show the 
arrangement of flowers 
with a rustic image. 
 
 



 
In third place were 
Kevin and Lesley 
Entacott with their 
image of an oast. The 
image was well framed 
and represents a 
powerful rural Kent 
image. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In the family category, (these were the groups with one or more children) 
the winners of the quiz were the Curtis family with a score of 33 

 
 
 
 
The Curtis family 
receiving their 
reward of chocolates, 
sweets and a cash 
prize. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In second place were the Lambert family with a score of 29 1/2 and in third 
place were the Legg family with a score of 24 1/2. 
 
In the children’s photo competition the challenge was for the photo to be 
taken by a child or to feature a child again looking at the artistic composition 
and originality. 
 



In first place were the Legg family with their image of a hopper hut. They 
took the image of the huts located at the west side of Five Oak Green. The 
judges enjoyed the composition and the originality with humour. It was 
commented on that this could be a record album cover. 
 

 
 
 
 
Konrad and Gilly Legg 
receiving their award on 
behalf of their 
grandchildren. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Joint second was Mary Lambert with the 
image of a Chagall window. The judges 
commented that it had excellent lighting 
and colour, it was original having been 
taken from inside the church. It had a 
vibrant contrast with the light giving the 
walls a darker appearance helping to 
frame the window with the addition of the 
cross. 
 



 
 
Also joint second was 
Jacob Curtis with his 
image of a Save Capel 
banner. The judges 
enjoyed the great 
perspective, powerful 
colours with the plants 
matching the Save Capel 
colours and the originality 
of the idea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In third place was Mary 

Lambert with her image of a 
wheelbarrow. It was an 
original idea, with all others 
using the wheelbarrow 
planter in the village. It was 
well spotted at Sherenden 
Farm a rustic setting, 
incorporating a Kent 
agricultural theme with the 
addition of the fruit boxes. 
 
 
 
 

 
Special thanks to The Poacher for allowing us to finish and gather at the pub 
and enjoy the open fire, all who assisted with marshalling and logistics, Dave 
Parrish and Farah Brooks-Johnson for assisting in taking  photographs and 
other members of the fundraising team who assisted leading up to the event 
and on the day. The biggest thanks goes to all the ramblers who were 
prepared to get wet and muddy and who helped raise funds for Save Capel, 
you were all winners! 
 

No reproduction of photos without the permission of Save Capel and/or the picture owners. 

 



        
 

 
 
 
  

         The Route Quiz Answers 
 
Q1. It is Henry VIII on the old Kings Head pub sign 
Q2. The Millennium Time Capsule is buried on the green. 
Q3. The Hoppers is connected to St Augustine Church, Stepney. Sadly St Augustine       

Church was badly destroyed during the Second World War and was subsequently 
demolished. 

Q4. The Queen at the Queens Head is Hearts. 
Q5. Five Oak Green Cubs built the planters by the parish noticeboard. 
Q6. The produce listed on the Garden of England Gate are Apples, Barley, Cherries, Hops, 

Maize, Oats, Pears and Wheat. 
Q7. Anchor Plates are used with tie rods to reinforce buildings and structures and prevent 

walls bulging. 
Q8. The trespassing fine is £1000 although the sign has seen better days. 

Q9. There are seven oasts visible from the point where the footpaths cross.  
Q10. Along the tree line we noted Oak, Beech, Ash, Hawthorn, Cobnut but there may be 
others. 

Q11. There are nineteen slats on the new wooden bridge by the solar farm. No apologies 
made for catching a few of you out. 

Q12. The pylon is PW 091, we accepted 091. 
Q13. The orchard that was on your right was apples. If you didn’t recognize the trees 

there is still plenty rotting on the ground. 
Q14. The borehole is Lilley Farm Borehole. 
Q15. You should slow down for horses on Sherenden Road 

Q16. The maximum height under the bridge is 11’ 9” although the road has had two or 
three dressings since the sign was added so it may be an inch or two lower in reality. 

Q17. There are three horses on the Bank Farm Stables sign. 
Q18. The gate is affectionately known as a Kissing Gate. 

Q19. We counted 34 windows at All Saints Church, this was made up of 11 points of 
window.  
Q20. It is Private 3508 W.Attwood who is laid to rest in the Commonwealth War Grave. He 

died on 14th March 1919 aged 36. The average age of death for British soldiers in World 
War One was 27, life expectancy in the trenches was 6 weeks. The youngest recorded 

soldier who died was aged 14. Although the age of conscription was up to 50 there is 
record of a 67 year old soldier. 
Q21. The bus stop was built in May 1937 to celebrate the Coronation of King George VI 

and the then Queen Elizabeth, better known to us as The Queen Mother. 
Q22. The water fountain was built in 1897 to celebrate Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, 

that’s 60 years. 
Q23. The Red Cow is the railway bridge. It is called Red Cow Bridge after the local pub, 

The Poacher used to be called The Red Cow. 
Q24. You crossed the railway three times. 
 


