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Action4Equity Statement on H518 and H490  
Group opposes local legislators’ attempts to undermine school board in Winston-Salem / Forsyth 

County 
 
 

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. — State Representatives Lambeth (R-75) and Conrad (R-74) filed two 
local bills on March 28, 2019, that would alter the elections and powers of the 
Winston-Salem/Forsyth School Board.  
 
The bills are: 
 

● H518 , which would transfer final approval of any changes to student assignment policy from 
the Board of Education to the Board of County Commissioners. 
 

● H490 , which would stagger the terms of the Winston-Salem/Forsyth County School Board.  
 
Action4Equity, a group created to promote equity in Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools, 
issued the following statement:  
 
“Our children deserve to be educated in a school district that is equitable and where decisions 
are made with community input in mind. Unfortunately, with the filing of HB 518 and HB 490, our 
state representatives are putting partisan politics over the education of our children and the 
needs of our community.  
 
“HB 518 attempts to strip the school board of their lawful authority over student assignment and, 
instead, would give final approval to the county commissioners. If passed, WS/FCS would be 
the only school district in the state where the democratically elected Board of Education does 
not have the final authority to determine matters of student assignment.  
 
“HB 490 attempts to stagger school board elections by separating District 2 seats from the same 
election cycles as District 1 and at-large seats.  District 1 is a minority-majority district. One 
possible impact of the proposed legislation would be to reduce minority voter impact. At-large 
elections limit the influence of minority voters in the election of at-large seats, the rationale for 
the district model in the first place. The 2024 school board election would only involve two 
representatives from District 1 and three at-large representatives. This move would unequally 
impact the two districts, reduce the influence of minority voters on the school system, and would 



fail to establish continuity necessary to analyze and correct the long-term problems that exist in 
the WS/FCS. 
 
“Both HB 518 and HB 490 are part of a continuing effort to undermine the democratic process in 
Winston-Salem and Forsyth County for partisan gain. The WS/FCS Board of Education is the 
elected body charged with ensuring all children in the district receive an excellent and equitable 
education. As such, voters have entrusted the Board of Education to make informed decisions 
on important education policies such as student assignment. Representatives Lambeth and 
Conrad need to do right by our children and let the school board maintain control over student 
assignments.” 
 

### 
 

Action4Equity seeks to advocate for equity for students in Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools 
in academic achievement, access to high-quality instruction, and safe and healthy school 

environments.  
 

https://www.action4equityws.org/ 


