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In Ukraine, Hamburg is known mostly as the sec-
ond motherland of the boxing Klitschko brothers, 
but the second largest city in Germany is also very 
popular among Ukrainian businessmen. More than 
60 companies with Ukrainian roots have settled in 
the city on the Elbe in order to start up a business in 
the European Union. Today, Hamburg is a very im-
portant center for Ukrainian business in Germany. 
"In recent years, the interest of Ukrainian enterpre-
neurs wanting to start their business on European 
markets from Hamburg has increased greatly," 
says Hamburg lawyer Alexander Kagan, who 
provides comprehensive legal services to foreign 
businessmen and investors. Hamburg is the center 
of renewable energy in northern Europe, with about 
1.500 related German and international compa-
nies. Almost 25.000 people work in the wind, solar 
and bio-energy spheres. Wind power in particular 
is rapidly developing. This year, at the Wind Energy 
Hamburg Exhibition, with the assistance of HWF 
Hamburg Business Development Corporation and 
Consulate General of Ukraine in Hamburg, meet-

ings of German business people with representa-
tives of the Ukrainian Wind Energy Association and 
executives of other Ukrainian companies display-
ing their goods were organized.
Taking this into account, the leading engineering 
company in the sphere of renewable energy KRIM 
IREY, a designer of wind park projects with power 
generation of more than 3.000 MW, has opened 

were able to give excellent service to our partners 
and clients and present new markets, including 
Ukraine, Russia and Kazakhstan,” says the com-
pany’s technical director Volodymyr Bogma. 
Ukrainian companies situated in Hamburg work 
in several business spheres. For example, in 2012 

-
ing with video game design and outsourcing in 

-
burg. The major goals of iLogosEurope is to de-
velop its business and organize marketing events 

important step in the global development of the 
company,” says Maksym Slobodyanyuk, founder 

Ukrainian Association of Information Technol-
ogy, provides support to Ukrainian IT-companies 

on the German market. CuBeMatrix, a company 
with Ukrainian roots, is an innovative enterprise 
in market research. 

 
as well as construction. Stravex Transport und 
Handels GmbH is a storage and customs opera-
tor working out of the port of Hamburg, delivering 
goods to and from any country by all kinds of trans-

knowledge about European and Asian markets, as 
well as the practice of the Ukrainian market. They 

in logistics and the joint realization of trade and 
industrial international projects,” says the company 

companies in Hamburg. Such famous companies 
as Beiersdorf, BodeChemie, Blohm&Voss, Jun-
gheinrich, Reemstma or RWE DEA actively work 
in Ukraine. Within the framework of Ukrainian port 
modernization, HPC Hamburg Port Consulting 
GmbH founded a number of joint ventures. And the 

part in the expansion of the Danube estuary. 
Hamburg meets Ukrainian companies with open 
arms. HWF Hamburg Business Development Cor-
poration offers companies free support while de-

veloping and doing business in Germany. Thanks 
to the efforts of project manager Ewgeniy Naro-
detski, who is from Ukraine, the Ukrainian website 
HWF was created. 
Hamburg hosts not only the Consulate General of 
Ukraine, but also Ukrainian public organizations, 
Sunday schools, church societies, and a huge 

Ukraine and their families easily adapt in Hamburg. 
They can get advice about business from experts 

political situation in Ukraine, I am very glad to help 
companies from my native country to start a busi-
ness in the EU,” says Narodetski. 
According to Narodetski, because of the seaport 
and developed infrastructure, trade has strong 

Kyiv. His aim is to encourage trade and logistics 

HAMBURG IS THE NATIVE CITY NOT ONLY OF THE KLITSCHKO BROTHERS
The number of Ukrainian companies starting a business in the EU via Hamburg is rising daily.
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The chances of achieving literary suc-
cess in a foreign country for immi-
grant authors writing in their non-na-
tive language are slim, yet Maryana 
Gaponenko, 33, a native of Odesa in 
southern Ukraine, is getting recogni-
tion as a German novelist.

In 2013, she was awarded the 
Adelbert von Chamisso literary prize 
for her German-language novel “Who 
is Martha?” that tells a story of 96-year-
old Ukrainian ornithologist Luka 
Levadsky, who spends the last weeks 
of his life in Vienna’s Grande Hotel 
recalling his youth.

The 15,000-euro prize was estab-
lished in 1985 by Robert Bosch 
Foundation for non-German born 
authors who contribute to German 
literature.

“Every creative person strives for 
recognition and receiving this award 
is very important for me as an author,” 
Gaponenko says. She spent last year 
travelling through Europe and the U.S. 
on a book tour.

A graduate of Odesa University’s 
philology department, the female nov-
elist left Ukraine in the early 2000s 
to live in Poland and then Ireland, 
before returning to Poland once more. 
Now she resides in Germany’s Mainz, 
though also considers Vienna as her 
second home.

She first came to Germany in 2000. 
“I was impressed by friendly faces 
of passers-by,” Gaponenko says. She 
noted Germans’ interest in recycling 
and is still amazed with their concern 
about ecological issues.

Gaponenko has devoted more than 
15 years to writing. “I write only in 
German. I have a feeling that I can 
think more clearly, laconically and 
distinctively in German,” she explains.

Her path to success was not an easy 
one. A collection of writings by Russian 
poet Osip Mandelstam, translated into 
German, became her first German 

text that was published. “This book 
ignited my passion,” Gaponenko recalls. 
“German came to me with bloody 
sweat”.

Her private German tutor stimulated 
her abilities. As a 13-year-old teenager, 
she had to read a complex philo-
sophical or scientific text, write out 
unfamiliar words and compose a story 
using the new words. “I have written 
hundreds of such stories,” Gaponenko 
says. “This method awakened my joy to 
write stories.”

Her stories trigger emotional 
responses among readers Once when 
she was publicly reading excerpts 
from the novel “Who is Martha?” an 
elderly woman approached her. “She 
said my book brought her back to life, 
her voice was trembling,” Gaponenko 
describes.

Her writings have been published in 
literary journals in Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland. Best of all, perhaps, 

her work also helped her find a hus-
band. “My poems that he read in a 
German literary journal impressed him 
so much that he started looking for my 
contacts through the publisher. And he 
found me,” the writer says.

War in the Donbas, where cam-
ouflaged Russian troops are fighting 
against the Ukrainian army, depresses 
Gaponenko. “At the moment I dream 
of only one thing – for the war in 
Ukraine to be over,” she adds.

These days the writer is working on 
her third novel.

A philosopher and his disciple will be 
the protagonists of her planned book. It 
takes a half-year for Gaponenko to 
prepare for writing a long text. “For 
a couple of months I read scientific 
literature related to the plot, as I don’t 
want to write about something I don’t 
know much about,” she says.

Kyiv Post staff writer Nataliya Trach 
can be reached at trach@kyivpost.com.

German readers 
soak up novels 
by Odesa native

Maryana Gaponenko, an Odesa University graduate, spent more than 10 years 
living abroad before she became a recognized novelist in Germany. (Harald 
Krichel)
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Alexander Weigelt, 
partner at Nobles law firm, born in Dresden, Germany
“Promising sectors are energy efficiency, and 
high-quality construction. German companies have 
significant experience in upgrading production facil-
ities in this area. The gas dispute with Russia and 
state-funds from Western countries will make this 
long-delayed topic a priority for the near future in 
Ukraine.”

“Tax authorities and their pressure on companies to 
make payments which are euphemistically referred 
to as voluntary but in fact are unfounded and bring 
disadvantages if companies refuse to make them. Fire 

protection authorities who approach lessees of business premises and find viola-
tions which either do not exist at all in reality or which are greatly exaggerated or 
are not in the powers of lessee to change.”
 

Sven Henniger, 
director of Ukraine Consulting, born in Zehdenick, 
Germany
“Agriculture, energy – If I’m not mistaken Ukraine 
is one of the biggest energy consumers per capita. 
There are a lot of reasons for that: old industry, cheap 
gas prices for industry and consumers have almost no 
possibility to regulate temperatures at homes to keep 
costs low. The gas discussion with Russia creates a 
need in Ukraine for energy efficiency, as well as alter-
native energies.”

“Corruption. No rule of law. A very unstable environ-
ment. We all hear at the moment again that some 

places on political party lists for the upcoming parliamentary election are being 
sold.”
 

Julian Ries, 
partner at Gide Loyrette Nouel, born in Hanover, 
Germany
“German companies in particular are invested in 
agriculture, construction materials and distribution 
facilities in Ukraine. Generally, these investments went 
well, but now they suffer from the difficult economic 
situation. Investments in the retail business were 
divested partially, while in the banking sector – almost 
completely.”

“The weakest point of doing business is the extremely 
weak rule of law…In addition, state regulation during 
the last couple of months, in particular currency 

regulation, has been unpredictable in the utmost, significantly deteriorating the 
business climate”

What sectors of the economy look 
promising in terms of Ukraine-Germany 
bilateral relations? 

What annoyances complicate business in 
Ukraine?
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