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NEWS :  10.01.2020 
 

January: 

13th—Children's Fire 

Safety Talk. 

         Craft Club Starts. 

14th—Forest School 

restarts. 

15th—Film Club Starts. 

20th—Youth Speaks 

February: 

14th—24th—Half Term 

March: 

24th—School Race for 

Life 

27th—Easter Holidays. 

April: 

14th- Start of the Sum-

mer Term. 

May: 

11th –15th - 

Year 6 SATS Week. 

19th—Mayflower 

Presentation @ The 

Flavel 

June: 

10th—12th— 

Year 6 London Trip. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! Welcome back to the start of an exciting new  term and all of 

the wonderful things which will be taking place.  

At the heart of everything we do is our vision and values: 

Our vision: 

Explore together, Adventure together, Succeed together 

Our Values: 

Responsibility, Honesty, Respect, Teamwork, Kindness 

Our mission: 

To be an inspiring school community where everyone can thrive 

 

Curriculum 

We have developed our exciting curriculum for this term for each phase which 

you can find attached, these will also be on the school website shortly: https://

www.kingswearprimary.org.uk/curriculum  

 

Careers week 20th January  

The week beginning 20th January we would like to invite all parents to share 

what they do for our careers week. We would like as many parents and people 

from the local community to come in and talk to the children about what they 

do which we hope will give the children an understanding of what different     

careers involve. See more on Page 6 

New Beginnings 

“And now let us welcome the new year,  

full of things that never were.” —Rainer Maria Rilke 



 

Celebrations 

Attendance Matters 

This week’s attendance by class: 

 

Explorers— 98.24% 

Adventures— 95.92% 

 

WOW! Well done  

Explorers 

Best attendance this week!    

 

School attendance for the year 

so far is currently  95.92%  

 

PTA Announcement 

 

Dear Parents and Carer’s 

Welcome back to a new year, I hope you all had a 

fabulous Christmas break.  

On Tuesday 14th January we will be having a PTA 

meeting at 9.30 am at school. This is a very important 

meeting as we will need to elect a new chairperson 

and secretary. It would be lovely to see as many of 

you as possible. We need as much parent support as 

possible to raise vital funds for the school.  

If you can help in anyway it would be lovely to see 

you at the meeting, if you can’t make the meeting 

but still want to get involved please feel free to email 

us. Also if you would like to put yourself forward for 

either role please attend the meeting or let us know 

via email.  

Any questions please don’t hesitate to contact us.  

Our email address is kingswearpta@outlook.com 

Thank you so much to you all for helping us raise 

money through the PTA for school, let’s make 2020 a 

year to raise a lot more. 

 

 

Many thanks 

 

Stacey Cooper 

Kingswear PTA Treasurer  



SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Why is it important for children not to miss school? All parents want the best for their children and for them to 

get on well in life. Having a good education is important to ensure that they have the best opportunities in their 

adult life. They only get one chance at school, and your child’s future may be affected by not attending school 

regularly.  

What might the impact of poor attendance be on your child? In primary schools less than 65% of children 

achieve good results in English and Maths with an average of 15 days absence a year compared to almost 90% 

where the average is less than 8 days. Parents can be very surprised at how quickly their children can accumulate 

15 days absence within a year.  

What does the law say? By law, all children of compulsory school age (between 5 and 16) must receive a suitable, 

full time education. As a parent, you are responsible for making sure this happens, either by registering your child 

at a school or by making other arrangements which provide a suitable full time education. Once your child is     

registered at a school you are responsible for making sure he or she attends regularly. If your child fails to attend 

regularly – even if they miss school without you knowing – the Local Authority (LA) may take legal action against 

you.  

What happens if your child does not attend school regularly? Your child’s school is responsible by law for        

reporting poor attendance to the LA. As a parent, you are committing an offence if you fail to make sure that your 

child attends school regularly, even if they are missing school without your knowledge. You run the risk of being 

issued with a penalty notice of being taken to court. The LA may decide to prosecute a parent. If this happens: 

Parents can be fined up to £2,500 or imprisoned for failing to ensure that their child attends school regularly; 

Magistrates can also impose a Parenting 

Order, which means that the parent has to 

attend a counselling and guidance pro-

gramme, usually a parenting class.  

What is good attendance? 

The national average  is 96.2% attendance. 

Attending school every day = 100%   

attendance  

Attending 4½ days a week = 90%       

attendance = 4 weeks missed per year  

Attending 4 days a week = 80% attendance 

= more than half a term missed per year.  

Attending 3½ days each week = 70% 

attendance = more than a quarter of the school year missed.  

An average attendance of 80% or less across a child’s school career adds up to missing a whole 2 years from 

school. Being late for school reduces learning time. If your child is 5 minutes late every day they will miss three 

days of learning each year. If your child is 15 minutes late every day they will miss 2 weeks of learning each year. 

School Attendance 



Signpost 

Happy new year!  Many children may have received new technology such as iPads, laptops and mo-

bile phones for Christmas.  As they are so skilled at setting up these devices and adding apps, it can be 

difficult for us to know what every social media platform does and whether it is safe.  This helpful 

guide taken from internetmatters.org helps parents to assess the risks their child may be facing if    

using these apps. 

 

What age can my child start social networking? 

As a parent it’s important you know that all social networking platforms (or social networking apps, if 

on a smartphone) have age limits. Some social networks use technologies that mightn’t be right for 

some ages, or engage with communities that are made up of people much older than your child. 

Minimum age on popular social platforms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This guide to the most common social networks your child might be on serves as a guide. Each link will 

take you to the age reference page of the social networking platform. 

What are the risks of an underage social networking account? 

• Many sites include an instant message function which allows private conversations between site 

members 

• Most social networking sites have an app version available, meaning your child will have access to 

the social network from their smartphone or tablet. Some app versions of social networks use the 

location of the phone. 

• Information shared between friends can be easily copied and may spread 

• It isn’t easy to take back information that has been posted – and can be impossible if it’s already 

been shared. 

• Not everyone your child meets online will be who they say they are. Chatrooms and forums can 

connect people who are complete strangers and can be unmoderated 

• Chatrooms and forums are one of the places online groomers go to connect with children. They 

can also be places where people use a lot of sexual language and engage in online flirting. This is 

sometimes done through video chat programs. 



 
 

Adventurers 

The Adventurers class have had a very successful and full on week back!  It has been lovely 

to hear all their news about the holidays and they have come back with positive attitudes 

and are raring to go!   

In Maths we have been looking at division and multiplication and the year 5's and 6's have 

been looking into fractions in more depth, adding and subtracting them with ease now!   

In Literacy we have been using Harry Potter as our inspiration to look at grammar.  We've 

been looking at all the different word classes this week and putting some of the 'made up' 

words from the book into the classes.   

We have also started the new topic for this term, 'Where in the World?'.  The children 

have been looking at the British Empire and why such a little country wanted to rule so 

much!  It has brought about some inciteful discussions! 

Homework will be coming home again this week as usual in brand new homework 

books.  There will be the usual spellings, and the children should be encouraged to go on 

Times Tables Rock Stars and our new Spelling Shed site to practice their tables and       

spellings.  The first test will be on Friday the 17th January, so books should be back in class 

on this date. 

Explorers  

We have had a great first week back at school, all of the children have been working really 

hard on our new topic 'Where in the World?'. 

We've begun to find out what the Industrial  Revolution was and the key 'ingredients' 

which allowed it to happen.  

In Literacy we have been working on how to write questions and vary the way we start our 

sentences.  There has a been a big focus on being independent and checking our own 

work. 

We've used these writing skills to record our ideas in topic. First, we all made a mind map 

of what might cause the population to increase and then each wrote down some          

questions or problems which might arise from a growing population. 

In Maths we have been learning how to multiply a 2 digit number, using lots of resources 

and gradually solving them using the formal written method, we have also been practising 

working systematically to find our number bonds to 20. 

Well done for all the reading done in the holidays we've had lots of children coming in to 

do quizzes and get new books! 

Class News 



Careers week 20th January 

Kingswear pupils would love to hear from you.  

We would like to invite all parents, carers and people from 

the local community to come in and talk to the children 

about what they do. The more 

careers the children can hear 

about the better.  Please let 

your child’s class teacher know 

if you are able to come in 

throughout the week beginning  

20th January. 


