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October: 

18th—25th—Half 

Term. 

28th—First Day 

Back. 

 

November: 

13th—Flu Immunisa-

tions  
 
The second week has been another exciting one with the children really 
getting into the swing of things. Adventurers went to Dartmouth Acade-
my on Monday to begin a project with other local schools on the May-
flower celebrations taking place next year. It is always so nice for the chil-
dren of the local schools to work together and share ideas and learning.  
 
Thank you to those who were able to make the curriculum meeting on 
Tuesday, apologies for the confusion around the date. The slides from the 
meeting are on the school website:  
 https://www.kingswearprimary.org.uk/   as is much of the information 
from the meeting. If you have any more questions please do ask. 
 
This week the teaching staff met with Tina Rodwell Lynn the previous 
head of school at Blackawton School.  Blackawton has recently achieved 
its Gold award for Rights Respecting Schools and Tina is kindly working 
with us on further developing the Rights Respecting Schools agenda at 
Kingswear. We would like to invite you all to a meeting about this at 2:15 
on Tuesday 15th October in the school hall. This meeting will: 
• Give information about the Rights Respecting Schools agenda  
• Highlight the importance of the UNICEF rights of a child.  
There will also be opportunities to ask questions and find out from Tina 
what the benefits are from a pupils, parents and schools point of view.  
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 

New Beginnings 
Even the greatest was once a beginner. Don't be afraid to take that first step.  

Muhammad Ali  

https://www.kingswearprimary.org.uk/
https://www.wow4u.com/muhammad-ali-quotes/


 

Celebrations 

Attendance Matters 

This week’s attendance by class: 

 

Adventurers— 96.02% 

Explorers -  99.62% 

 

WOW! Well done  

Explorers 

Best attendance this week!    

 

School attendance for the year 

so far is currently  98.07%  

 

Please keep supporting our 

attendance target of 96%. and 

above   

Stars of the Week 

Adventurers— Max 

Explorers -  Adam 

Kingswear Cup Winner  

Harvey 

 

 

 

 

 

 



School Attendance 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Why is it important for children not to miss school? All parents want the best for their children and for them to get 

on well in life. Having a good education is important to ensure that they have the best opportunities in their adult 

life. They only get one chance at school, and your child’s future may be affected by not attending school regularly.  

What might the impact of poor attendance be on your child? In primary schools less than 65% of children achieve 

good results in English and Maths with an average of 15 days absence a year compared to almost 90% where the 

average is less than 8 days. Parents can be very surprised at how quickly their children can accumulate 15 days ab-

sence within a year.  

What does the law say? By law, all children of compulsory school age (between 5 and 16) must receive a suitable, 

full time education. As a parent, you are responsible for making sure this happens, either by registering your child at 

a school or by making other arrangements which provide a suitable full time education. Once your child is registered 

at a school you are responsible for making sure he or she attends regularly. If your child fails to attend regularly – 

even if they miss school without you knowing – the Local Authority (LA) may take legal action against you.  

What happens if your child does not attend school regularly? Your child’s school is responsible by law for reporting 

poor attendance to the LA. As a parent, you are committing an offence if you fail to make sure that your child 

attends school regularly, even if they are missing school without your knowledge. You run the risk of being issued 

with a penalty notice of being taken to court. The LA may decide to prosecute a parent. If this happens: Parents can 

be fined up to £2,500 or imprisoned for failing to ensure that their child attends school regularly; Magistrates can 

also impose a Parenting Order, which means that the parent has to attend a counselling and guidance programme, 

usually a parenting class.  

What is good attendance? 
The national average  is 96.2% attendance. 
Attending school every day = 100% attendance  
Attending 4½ days a week = 90% attendance = 4 weeks missed per year  
Attending 4 days a week = 80% attendance = more than half a term missed per year.  
Attending 3½ days each week = 70% 
attendance = more than a quarter of 
the school year missed.  
An average attendance of 80% or less 
across a child’s school career adds up 
to missing a whole 2 years from 
school. Being late for school reduces 
learning time. If your child is 5 minutes 
late every day they will miss three 
days of learning each year. If your 
child is 15 minutes late every day they 
will miss 2 weeks of learning each year 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Adventurers  

The Adventurers class have been adventuring all over the place this week starting with a trip to Dart-

mouth Academy and a storyteller with stories all about the Mayflower.  In English, we have been getting 

to know all about this famous ship and the people who sailed on her.   

In maths we have been revising place value and column addition and subtraction and the  children are all 

very confident when solving these problems! 

We have also started the topic for this term of Journeys and Moving People, beginning by looking at how 

natural disasters force people to move.   

 

Explorers  

This week in Explorers has been very exciting, we had an unexpected visitor! After break on Wednesday a 

penguin turned up in our classroom! He brought a book with him too; 'Lost and Found' by Oliver Jeffers. 

We have been reading the book in our Literacy lessons and sequencing the story. In the afternoons we 

have been researching penguins and where they come from to find out where he might live. Some of the 

children decided to turn their facts into PowerPoint presentations. In our Maths lessons we have all been 

very busy learning about counting, partitioning and Roman numerals.   

Class News 

Extra Information-  

This weeks menu is— 

Week 3  

Uniform can be      ordered from - 

Myclothing.com 



SEND Signpost 

 

Childhood Trauma 

When a child feels intensely threatened by an event he or she is involved in or witnesses, we call that 

event a trauma. There is a range of traumatic events or trauma types to which children and adoles-

cents can be exposed, such as: bullying, domestic violence, abuse, bereavement, community violence, 

medical trauma (see https://www.nctsn.org/what-is-child-trauma/trauma-types for further infor-

mation). 

YOUNG CHILDREN (age 4-11) : The effect of trauma on children in this age group may result in : 

– ‘traumatic play’ – this type of play tends to be repetitive and relates to the trauma, either directly or 

symbolically 

– difficulty articulating the effect that the trauma has had upon them 

– ‘developmental regression’ – this means reverting back to an earlier stage of development e.g. dis-

tress at having to be separated from parents in situations where this distress was not displayed prior 

to the trauma 

– frequently feeling fearful in a variety of situations (not just those situations which relate to the origi-

nal trauma) 

– problems with sleep, which may include having nightmares and experiencing ‘night terrors’ 

– loss of speech 

– bed-wetting 

– constant concern for own safety and the safety of family members 

– a compulsion to constantly re-tell the details of the traumatic experience 

– difficulties concentrating at school 

– inappropriate guilt and shame relating to the trauma 

– reckless behaviour 

– aggressive behaviour 

– psychosomatic symptoms (i.e. symptoms brought on by stress with no obvious physical cause) e.g. 

headaches and stomach aches 

If you feel your child may be displaying some of these behaviours in response to trauma, please do get 

in touch.  Support and advice is available.  This information was taken from the website https://

childhoodtraumarecovery.com/all-articles/childhood-trauma-reactions-to-trauma-according-to-

age/ where further information can be found. 


