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Kalamazoo, MI -- The Kalamazoo Nature Center (KNC) announced this week that the gardening and 

environmental education programs facilitated by Fair Food Matters (FFM) at Woodward School have 

a new home within KNC’s Department of Learning and Engagement. The addition of this program 

will enable KNC to continue FFM’s mission to educate, connect and empower youth experiencing 

systematic oppression, through food and garden-based, hands-on learning experiences. 

 

“We want to acknowledge FFM’s parents, teachers, students and community members who were 

responsible for 2 decades of successful food and garden-based education programming.  We look 

forward to continuing this important work, now as part of the Kalamazoo Nature Center,” said Nathan 

Smallwood, KNC’s President & CEO. The addition of FFM to KNC’s education programs presents 

opportunities for KNC to expand partnerships within key neighborhoods and schools with audiences 

for which food and climate justice are critical issues. 

 

Brionne Fonville has transitioned from her role with FFM to serve as Program Director at the 

Kalamazoo Nature Center. She is charged with continuing the core work of FFM and with integrating 

that work into KNC’s farm-based youth programs. Fonville shared, “I am excited to join the KNC 

team and to have their support as we deepen our impact toward the goal of a food sovereign 

Kalamazoo. I believe that the missions of each organization complement one another. KNC’s 

commitment to the environment will enhance the scope of FFM’s food justice work, just as FFM’s 

equity lens will inform KNC’s work in connecting people to the natural world.” 

 

Discussion of the now-realized transition began early in 2019 at the request of FFM. In the months 

that followed, FFM’s Board of Directors, key donors, volunteers, and stakeholders were integral 

parts of deliberations with KNC. Careful vetting of the opportunity allowed Smallwood to propose the 

arrangement to KNC’s Board of Trustees in late spring, which received unanimous support. 

 

The Kalamazoo Nature Center’s mission is to inspire people to care for the environment by providing 

experiences that lead them to understand their connection to the natural world. 
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