FAMILY HOME EVENING

The Joy of Unselﬁsh Service
From Cristina B. Franco’s October 2018 Conference Address

Depending on the age and attention span of those in your family, pick and choose from the lesson suggestions below that
will work best for your family home evening.
OPENING SONG:

I’m Trying To Be Like Jesus

SCRIPTURE:

Mark 12:41-44

VIDEO:

Bible Video: Jesus Teaches About the Widow’s Mites
Children telling the story of The Widow’s Mite

DISCUSSION:

Use the prompts below to discuss the story of The Widows Mites.
-What were the people casting into the treasury?
-What were the intentions of the people donating?
-What were the intentions of the widow?
-Why does Jesus say the widow gave more than the rich people?
-What does all this have to do with sacrifice?

STORY AND ACTIVITY:
Preparation:

Bake or buy a chocolate cake. Cut out the images below and laminate or tape both sides of the image.
Fold the laminated image over a knife and slide the image into the middle of the cake. Continue sliding
the remaining laminated images into diﬀerent parts of the cake. Frost the cake or patch up any holes.
Read the following story while sitting around the chocolate cake. Warning: it’s going to get messy ;)

STORY: Read or retell
Victoria was one of the Primary teachers in my branch while I was growing up in
Argentina. Each Tuesday afternoon, when we gathered for Primary, she brought us a
chocolate cake. Everyone loved the cake—well, everyone except me. I hated chocolate
cake! And even though she would try to share the cake with me, I always turned down her
offer.
One day after she had shared the chocolate cake with the rest of the children, I asked
her, “Why don’t you bring a different flavor—like orange or vanilla?”
After laughing a little, she asked me, “Why don’t you try a little piece? This cake is made
with a special ingredient, and I promise that if you try it, you will like it!”
I looked around, and to my surprise, everyone seemed to be enjoying the cake. I
agreed to give it a try. Can you guess what happened? I liked it! That was the very first time
I had enjoyed a chocolate cake.
ACTIVITY: Chocolate cake dig

As a family, take turns digging into the cake with your ﬁngers or utensils to search for the
secret ingredient. Once all the ingredients have been found, read the rest of the story.
STORY CONTINUED:
It wasn’t until many years later that I found out what the secret ingredient was in Sister
Antonietti’s chocolate cake. My children and I visited my mother each week. On one of
these visits, Mom and I were enjoying a slice of chocolate cake, and I related to her how I
came to like the cake for the very first time. Then she enlightened me with the rest of the
story.
“You see, Cris,” my mom said, “Victoria and her family didn’t have a lot of resources,
and each week she had to choose between paying for the bus to take her and her four
children to Primary or buying the ingredients to make the chocolate cake for her Primary
class. She always chose the chocolate cake over the bus, and she and her children walked
more than two miles [3 km], each way, regardless of the weather.”
That day I had a better appreciation for her chocolate cake. More important, I learned
that the secret ingredient in Victoria’s cake was the love she had for those she served and
her unselfish sacrifice in our behalf.
ACTION PLAN:
Set a goal as individuals or as a family to serve in your community this week. Pray to know
who to serve. What sacrifices will you make to accomplish your service goal? How can
you show more love to whom you are serving? And remember, “We don't have to make a
chocolate cake to be(a faithful servant), because it (is) never about the cake. It (is) the love
behind the action.”

CLOSING SONG:

Love One Another

FAMILY PRINTABLE
Place in your home to remember what you learned

“IT IS NOT ABOUT
THE CAKE. IT IS THE

love

BEHIND THE

ACTION.”

-Cristina B. Franco
SPECIAL INGREDIENTS
FOR SERVICE:

love+

unselfish sacrifice

BIG THANKS TO THESE AMAZING ARTISTS:
Floral Watercolor from Fox and Hazel
Ingredient Illustrations from Keagan Neptune

