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There are some who wonder why the Torah, on its surface, may come across as so harsh. But yet, 
when we delve beyond its surface and get deeper into it, we discover that in fact it’s filled with a 
harmony, a beauty and a sweetness. 


So why should it be like that? 


The Talmud helps us open the Torah up — the Oral Tradition that we received at Mount Sinai, the 
Mishna and the Talmud. We learn it from the various commentaries, that help us see the deeper levels 
of the Torah: the Remez, the hinted levels; the Drash, the learned-out levels; and the Sod, the secret 
levels. 


But the question still remains: If the Torah is in fact so sweet, and God’s relationship with us is in fact 
so loving and so caring, then why give us a text in its Pshat, in its simplest form, which comes across 
at times as being so harsh and even perhaps cruel? 


And I think the reason is that the Torah is called Torat Chayim. It’s The Book of Life. It is the code, the 
cipher, the magic decoder ring for the world we live in. 


And life itself is that way, too. When we experience life on its surface, there are aspects of life that 
seem very very harsh and in fact even seem cruel to us, and we struggle to understand them. But if a 
person has enough faith, has enough trust to dig beyond the surface, to look on a deeper level, we 
discover that in fact we live in a world of harmony and beauty. That in fact there is reason and there is 
wisdom and there is rhyme to the ebb and flow of life. 


And this reminds me a bit of the surface of the ocean in a storm, versus what exists beyond the 
surface for all the fish in the sea. We can see the surface of the ocean and on a good day maybe it’s 
placid and calm, with just a little rippling. But on many days the water gets choppy, and as anyone 
who is a seafarer will tell you, there are days when the ocean is simply cruel and impossible to 
understand. 


But the reality of it is that beneath the surface, for the fish, the ocean is a constant world of peace and 
harmony. And it’s only for those of us who are consumed and focused on its surface, that we see 
these fluctuations from peaceful to stormy to peaceful again. 


And I wonder, then, if that’s not some of the meaning of the idea of the Great Flood at the time of 
Noah, that the world was consumed by the seas.  Because wasn’t that the message after all?  That 
when human beings make, so to speak, a mess of this world and bring corruption and confusion to 
the world around us, it’s to remind us that it’s not the way of the world.  Rather, the storm is created by 
us.  


And so by raising the ocean above us and putting us within the sea — because it’s taught that the fish 
were the only ones who weren’t affected by the flood, of course, and who weren’t destroyed and who 



still experience Eden — then perhaps part of the message of the Flood is that God was taking us back 
to that perfect place. God was showing us a world which is not affected by our behavior.  And God 
overwhelmed us with that beautiful hidden world, a world that is constantly perfect, a world that 
experiences constant harmony. 


That’s the message of the flood, and that’s the message of the ocean today.  Because the world under 
the ocean is still the world of Eden. It’s only here on the surface that we experience confusion,  ranging 
from periods of placid calmness and other periods when the water’s surface is choppy or downright 
terrifying. 


And so I think that’s why the Torah is written as it is. 


The Torah wasn’t written for the fishes. The Torah is a gift to us. 


And so the Torah is written in such a way that on the surface there are those parts which are 
absolutely beautiful and inspiring and easy to understand.  And there are those aspects which are 
confusing and seem harsh and sometimes even somewhat cruel. But it’s those portions especially that 
challenge us to dig deeper, because it’s those aspects of life that we have to dig deeply into, in order 
to understand that we have the ability to bring a deeper harmony to the world around us. 


What we see on the surface of life is not the world as God designed it, and wishes it to be for us on its 
deepest level, but it’s the world as we’re practicing it today. 


But the gift of the Torah teaches us that we have the ability to move past that surface, and create a 
world where the earth is as calm as the undersea paradise. 






