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The Next 
Generation

On April 14, 1988, Senator Paul E. Tsongas received an award from Historic 
Massachusetts, Inc. recognizing his efforts and contributions to historic 
preservation. Since then, his namesake award has become the highest honor 
that our organization, now Preservation Massachusetts, bestows upon people, 
projects and places that demonstrate the highest level of commitment to 
preservation in the Commonwealth. In 2016, we were honored to add 
Congresswoman Niki Tsongas’ name to the award alongside her late husband. 
From Fenway Park to community health centers, dedicated public servants and 
experienced professionals, the Tsongas Award recipients have been a source 
of pride for our organization and an inspiration for the larger 
preservation community.

The 30th Annual Paul & Niki Tsongas Awards honors “The Next Generation”. 
This year’s awardees are individuals and organizations who are pushing 
preservation forward, expanding its use in our communities and fostering a 
better understanding of what it is. They are using preservation in innovative 
ways, making connections between traditional and new practices.  They are 
using preservation as a form of community engagement and commentary on 
social issues and cultural appreciation. They are applying preservation not only 
in the restoration of historic structures, but also in ensuring something better 
for the future. 

Preservation Massachusetts is pleased to have you with us this evening as we 
honor these emerging preservation leaders and organizations with our highest 
award, the Paul & Niki Tsongas Award.  We will also celebrate the
 transformative impact of preservation with the Mayor Thomas M. Menino 
Legacy Award.  

Thank you for joining us on this celebratory and important night for 
preservation!



The 2017 Paul & Niki Tsongas Awards Dinner
Program

6:00 - 7:00 Wine & Hors d’Ouevres Reception
The Oval Room & Venetian Room

7:10 Welcome & Opening Remarks: James W. Igoe 
The Grand Ballroom

7:15  Special Guest: Governor Charles Baker

7:20 - 8:00 Dinner

8:05 The 2018 Mayor Thomas M. Menino Legacy Award
Award Presentation by Mrs. Angela Menino

8:15   Special Guest Speaker:
Chrystal Kornegay, MassHousing 

8:30   The Paul & Niki Tsongas Awards
The Next Generation

    
8:55  Evening Conclusion & Awardee Photographs

Albie Colantonio Photography

Dinner Menu
Salad

Grilled Peach Tossed in an Arugula Salad with Balsamic Dressing, 
Prosciutto Crisp topped with Goat Cheese

Entree
White Balsamic Ginger Marinated Grilled Chicken Breast with a 

Raspberry Port Glaze Sauce, Roasted Fingerling Potatoes, 
Asparagus and Tri-Colored Baby Carrots

Dessert
Chocolate Mousse Honey Dome,  Raspberry Coulis and Fresh Raspberries

New England Coffee and Lot 35 Teas
Wine

Angeline Chardonnay & Pinot Noir
Russian River Valley, California

Tonight’s dinner features fresh and locally grown produce and ingredients
Vegetarian Entrée available upon request



The Mayor Thomas M. Menino 
Legacy Award

Riverwalk Lawrence
Lupoli Companies

Cube 3 Studio, DB2/ARCHitecture, Select One Construction, 
TEC The Engineering Corp., Epsilon Associates

In 2015, Preservation Massachusetts introduced the Mayor Thomas M. Menino Legacy Award.  
This award was created to honor the incredible contribution that Mayor Menino made to the 
historic preservation community and to celebrate projects that are transformative, create com-
munity partnerships and preserve the best of our cities and towns to make something good for 
the future.

“Since acquiring Riverwalk nearly 20 years ago, Mr. Sal Lupoli has taken what was once a dilapi-
dated set of mill buildings in the heart of Lawrence and turned it into more than four million 
square feet of vibrant live work play space. What this development has done is show people that 
if you take risks you can create opportunity and as a result, possibilities for community growth 
and development are endless. “

This is what Mayor Daniel Rivera of Lawrence enthusiastically wrote about Riverwalk Lawrence. 
Under the leadership of Sal Lupoli, the Lupoli Companies has undertaken the massive transfor-
mation of Riverwalk, a 46-acre mixed-use development in Lawrence, a Gateway City. The once 
abandoned Wood Worsted Mills along the Merrimack River are now 3.6 million square feet of a 
thriving smart growth community. When others gave up on Lawrence, Sal and Lupoli Companies 
doubled-down and never wavered from their commitment to the community. This persever-
ance and foresight has resulted in job creation and opportunities in this challenged urban area. 
Furthermore, the Residences at Riverwalk consist of 254 market rate apartments that create 
income distribution, helping to fuel the local economy.

Dubbed “Immigrant City,” Lawrence celebrates varying cultures and a diversity in its’ people and 
traditions. Mayor Menino was a mentor and inspiration to Sal Lupoli, and encouraged him to de-
velop properties in culturally diverse city’s like his beloved Boston. Mayor Menino’s advice genu-
inely influenced and motivated Sal as his long-term vision for Riverwalk started to take shape 
and brought new life to the Merrimack Valley. By protecting and rebuilding the Wood Worsted 
Mill building and the entire Riverwalk project, Sal harnessed the power of historic preservation 
to give the people who live in Lawrence great opportunities to achieve success now and in 
the future through job creation, economic improvements and community outreach.



The Next Generation
The 2018 Paul & Niki Tsongas Award Honorees

Louis E. Allegrone

Lou founded the company’s development division that specializes in historical res-
toration. Utilizing his professional background in construction and real estate, Lou 
has successfully implemented the redevelopment of many of the Berkshire, MA’s 
historic sites and structures into highly sought after attractive housing and mixed 
use spaces.  Notable recent redevelopments include two early 1900’s buildings 
called the Howard Building and Onota 74 that have contributed to the transforma-
tion of historic downtown Pittsfield.  Similarly an early 1800’s building known as the 
Walker House has been brought back to its historic façade while adaptively reusing 
into high end residences in the center of Lenox.  

“The preservation efforts of many have brought inspiration and awareness to oth-
ers in our communities… that preserving and the adaptive reuse of our historic 
structures and spaces inherently delivers a profound economic impact while also 
connecting our arts, our cultures, and our people.

We hope to continue this holistic approach to build upon the story of each com-
munity’s heritage and encourage more private reinvestment to grow and sustain a 
vibrant community for future generations.”

Lou E. Allegrone is a fourth generation principal of 
the Allegrone Companies (consisting of Construction, 
Design, Masonry, and Real Estate) headquartered in 
Lenox, MA.  Since returning to the Berkshires in 2004, 
Lou has been a leader in the company’s rise from a 
predominantly Pittsfield based company with a small 
office staff, to the company they are today, headquar-
tered in a 35,000 sf LEED certified, adaptive reused 
and retrofitted office space. The companies also have 
an office in Boston, MA, and jobsites located across 
the Berkshires and MA, as well as NY, CT, and PA.    



Brielly Allen

quality of life for local residents; and spurring increased investment and 
economic activity. Brielly’s contributions to the TDI program includes docu-
menting areas for potential National Register designation and identifying 
historic buildings as potential candidates that could benefit from the state 
and federal historic rehabilitation tax credit programs. 

Growing up family vacations always included visits of historic house mu-
seums and National Parks. These trips fostered a love of American history 
and our built environment and the stories they have to tell. Prior to joining 
Epsilon, Brielly worked as a historic preservation consultant for Tremont 
Preservation Services and as Assistant Curator at the Moffatt-Ladd House & 
Garden in Portsmouth, NH.   Additional experiences in preservation include 
an internship with the Strawbery Banke Museum in Portsmouth, NH as well 
as Preservation Massachusetts.  Brielly graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
in Historic Preservation from Roger Williams University. The education she 
received from her professors, and the ongoing professional education and 
peer guidance has been invaluable in creating the career that she has today. 

“I hope to see a continued focus on the rehabilitation of our city’s main 
streets, particularly in the state’s Gateway communities. Re-engaging the un-
derutilized historic buildings of these neighborhoods will continue to foster 
a revitalization of our communities.” 

Brielly Allen has more than 8 years of profes-
sional experience in cultural resource manage-
ment and historic preservation planning.  Dur-
ing her 3 years with Epsilon Associates Brielly 
has served as a planner for projects involving 
historic tax credits and regulatory review. She 
has also worked with MassDevelopment with 
its Transformative Development Initiative, which 
Epsilon has been assisting in with an effort to 
enhance local public-private engagement and 
community identity; stimulating an improved



Ellen Anselone

Lucas Residences led by Ellen is one such example. The project adapts the 
former German Holy Trinity Church in Boston’s South End into a sought 
after condominium building. The project preserved and restored the historic 
stone façade while inserting a vertical steel and glass addition. Noteworthy 
design elements include steel flying buttresses that rise from the stone pil-
lars of the original building while defining a fourth-floor terrace. The church 
could not be re-used for its original intent, nor could it find a new congrega-
tion, but the beauty of the building was embraced and dramatically re-pur-
posed. The project extends the life of a beloved neighborhood landmark in 
an area undergoing extensive new development.

Other recent projects include The Godfrey Hotel, Christa McAuliffe Branch 
Library in Framingham and the Holyoke Public Library.  Ellen is a member 
of the American Institute of Architects (AIA), the Boston Society of Archi-
tects (BSA), CREW Boston, and Association of Independent Schools in New 
England (AISNE). She is a registered architect and LEED Accredited Profes-
sional. She earned a BS/BArch degree from Roger Williams University.

“I see adaptive use as both exciting and impactful; a successful project 
reinvents a building and breathes new life into the neighborhood.    Having 
studied historic preservation in college and living in a historic neighborhood, 
the work at my practice is an extension of my life long interest with historic 
buildings.”

Ellen K. Anselone, AIA, LEED AP BD+C is a 
Principal with 30 years of experience and 
she leads the firm’s library and independent 
school practice areas.  With a broad range of 
projects for a diversity of clients, her experi-
ence also includes Multi-Unit Residential and 
Commercial, Hotel/Hospitality, Academic. 
Sometimes projects do not always lend 
themselves to a full restoration for a variety of 
reasons associated with economic, community, 
and cultural shifts. The recently completed



Alisa Augenstein

During senior year at university, Alisa discovered her enthusiasm for historic preservation 
after her graduate advisor prompted her to focus her thesis on historic preservation. She 
followed her advisor’s advice and centered her thesis around the adaptive reuse of historic 
domed buildings—a challenge she has yet to encounter in her professional life, but one that 
made for an interesting project and an immersion in architectural history. 

In the ten years that Alisa has worked as an architectural historian and preservation planner, 
she has shown great pride in her work, enthusiasm for learning, and dedication to the field 
of historic preservation. Her work at VHB focuses on collaborating with VHB’s public, pri-
vate, and institutional clients to consider project impacts to historic resources as part of the 
NEPA, MEPA, and Article 80 environmental review processes, as well as overseeing historic 
rehabilitation projects for proponents seeking state and federal historic tax credits. 

Outside of VHB, she is actively applying her knowledge of historic preservation to support 
Mount Hope Farm located in Bristol, Rhode Island. She is also active in industry organiza-
tions, including the Providence Preservation Society (PPS), where she serves on the Public 
Engagement Committee helping to develop and implement diverse educational programs, 
lectures, workshops, walking tours, and symposiums, including the upcoming joint confer-
ence on Latino heritage and Historic Preservation and the PPS Farmers Market Pilot 
Program beginning this summer. 

Alisa is proud to have worked on so many projects that preserve the fabric of our cities 
and towns.  She believes preservation can be used to both promote change and address 
community needs in respectful, sustainable, and meaningful ways. Through her professional 
work and in the community, she is providing strong leadership, exercising sound historic 
preservation practices, and promoting preservation. 

“I don’t want to live in a Stepford future surrounded by Wal-Marts, bland boxes and park-
ing lots where our cities all look the same – I want to be a part of a movement that main-
tains and preserves our material culture and sense of place and community. Architecture is 
the most public of all of our arts, and it’s our choice whether to preserve it or dispose of 
it.”

Alisa possesses a life-long passion for history and has had 
many amazing opportunities to pursue this interest. At 
university, she studied archaeology and travelled to Italy to 
participate in an archaeological excavation in Tuscany for 
two summers. This international experience, surrounded 
by the beauty and historic culture of Italy, profoundly 
influenced her and solidified her passion for studying and 
preserving historic structures. Once back in the US, Alisa 
continued to expand her interests. She has researched 
and surveyed numerous historic homes, participated in 
various archaeological digs along the east coast, and col-
laborated with incredible people who share her passion 
for history and preservation. 



Nicole Benjamin-Ma

one of her teachers, Arthur Krim. He offered Nicole her first preservation job opportunity 
which included editing and formatting survey forms.

One of the many qualities that sets Nicole apart is her active involvement and participation 
in preservation organizations and events as a leader, educator, and advocate. She serves as 
a board member of the Boston Preservation Alliance and the New England Chapter of the 
Vernacular Architecture Forum. One of her most proud accomplishments was restarting 
and refreshing the Boston Preservation Alliance Young Advisors in 2013. Since 2013, Nicole 
and other young advisors have grown to become an integral part to the Board itself.

Nicole’s holistic approach to preservation works toward larger goals or conversations by 
emphasizing public concerns such as climate change, economic development, and connect-
ing communities to history. As a preservationist, she is not just motivated by the buildings 
themselves, but also the stories and people behind them. She uses these stories to educate 
others how historic resources are an integral part of their communities. She believes pres-
ervation should not just exist in an academic context, but rather in the context of commu-
nity heritage and neighborhood character. She is proud of the shift in planning from a focus 
on 18th- and 19th-century buildings to a complete view of the cultural environment, such 
as agricultural corridors, streetscapes, and viewsheds. She aims to see preservation make 
sure the “there there” stays “there.”

In the next 30 years, she sees preservation evolving to focus more on communities. Based 
on current trends, she sees preservation continuing to shift to a more holistic focus and the 
public at large will see it as integral to economic development, revitalization, and protecting 
and promoting a sense of place.

“Preservation is about so much more than buildings, which is what makes it so fascinating 
to me. If my work in preservation can help advance big concepts like community, cultural 
heritage, economic revitalization, and resiliency, that’s an exciting prospect! But you know 
that feeling you get when you’re taking a walk, and happen to notice something like a little 
decorated plaque over a doorway, or an old light post? If I can help preserve the little 
surprises that others have left for us, so future generations can be surprised by them too, I’ll 
feel like I’ve made a difference.”

Nicole began her career as an archaeologist in San 
Diego, but realized she wanted to transition from below 
ground to above ground resources. She became involved 
in preservation by following her interest in Architectural 
History and her urge to work more closely with com-
munities and resources. When she first moved to Boston, 
she enthusiastically sought advice from the community of 
preservation and architectural historians. As a result, she 
was actively encouraged, mentored, and promoted by 
several area-based professionals (before she even knew 
what preservation planning was, she claims). While pursu-
ing a certificate program in historic preservation at the 
Boston Architectural College, she caught the attention of



Rebecca Berry

adapting historic buildings, but it is actively involved in re-purposing buildings that would 
otherwise have been torn down because they weren’t “historic enough” or didn’t have the 
pedigree of other buildings from the same era. 

Current examples include: the Eliot Innovation School at 585 Causeway Street. This project 
adapts a former 1960’s FDA laboratory into a new school. The existing structure is pre-
served while new elements completely transform the interior function and layout, and a 
new exterior façade extends the building’s life well into the future. The firm is using similar 
methods to renovate the 1969 Stoughton Public Library through selective demolition and 
a modest 2nd story addition. The design preserves the main structure and the original 
concept of a central stair and spine while completely transforming it into a contemporary 
library facility that will be a new beacon on the historic town green.

Surveying the Principals at Finegold Alexander, there is a common thread of passion for 
historic buildings through their personal experiences growing up, in their education, and in 
their experiences within the firm. Rebecca sums it up well: “I am interested in preservation 
and adaptive use because it acknowledges and extends our collective history. Our built 
environment reflects who we are as a people - having a part in the stewardship of that 
resource is very fulfilling.  We will keep pushing the envelope to make existing buildings 
as green as possible – this is how we will preserve our heritage and our planet for future 
generations.”

Rebecca is a volunteer and former Americorps member, and served as a designer and 
construction supervisor with Habitat for Humanity in the United States and abroad.  She is 
an elected Secretary at the BSA, was a Past Co-Chair, Women in Design Mentoring Com-
mittee, Boston Society of Architects, and she is a mentor to young women in architecture 
through the WID Mid-Career Mentoring Program. She is also a member of the BSA’s Civic 
Policy Task Force and the Governmental Affairs Committee, American Institute of Archi-
tects.

Rebecca Berry, AIA, LEED AP BD+C is a Principal at 
Finegold Alexander Architects and leads the higher edu-
cation and municipal practice areas. She is also Sustain-
ability Director  with 15 years of experience managing a 
variety of higher education, civic, and residential projects, 
including: Boston University’s Kilachand Hall, the Alice K. 
Wolf Center in Cambridge, the Royal luxury housing in 
Boston, and the B’nai Jehoshua Beth Elohim Synagogue 
in Deerfield, Illinois. 

The next generation team at Finegold Alexander is tak-
ing the issue of sustainability head on under Rebecca’s 
leadership.  The firm is not only preserving and 



Phil Brault

Since joining Consigli as an intern in 2005, Phil has consistently demonstrat-
ed a strong work ethic, solid judgement and a commitment to preservation 
work.  His passion for innovative solutions to jobsite issues has led him to 
create Raving Fans of clients and teammates alike.

Phil graduated from Worcester Polytechnic Institute with an undergraduate 
degree in Civil Engineering and an MBA from Northeastern University

Phil Brault has worked on high-profile and 
complex preservation projects throughout his 
entire career. As a Project Executive at Consigli 
Construction Co., Inc., Phil has overseen some 
of the company’s most challenging preserva-
tion work, including major renovations to the 
Boston Public Library Johnson Building, renova-
tion and expansion work at Harvard Univer-
sity’s Gore Hall Complex, and even venturing 
outside of New England for the restoration of 
the New York State Capitol building. 



Adrienne Cali Magners

Adrienne’s interest in preservation began with a summer internship, where she had the exciting 
and exhausting task of documenting an abandoned lace factory complex scheduled for redevel-
opment. She stepped back in time as an employee of the factory and imagined what it would be 
like to work there - punch in, go to the looms, take a break at the cafeteria for lunch, attend a 
meeting in the auditorium and head home after a long day. She was captivated by the story the 
building told about the everyday life of average human beings, and realized that history lived in 
our buildings and community members and could be celebrated through visitation.

Though she has benefitted from the experience of colleagues, including Bruner/Cott’s Henry 
Moss, Adrienne goes beyond work-based mentorship with involvement at APTI, the BSA Historic 
Resources Committee, and periodic conferences and workshops dedicated to preservation top-
ics. In these settings she contributes to discussion with lessons from her own growing experience 
and returns to her busy practice with new ideas. Her example to other young architects, and her 
generosity in sharing her time and experience, communicates preservation values and ways of 
thinking about historic structures.

One of the driving forces behind Adrienne’s work is the conviction that preservation must 
be part of the solution to a range of modern issues. Sustainability and resiliency are primary 
considerations in Adrienne’s work, and should always be a driving force in preserving important 
buildings. In the future it will be even more critical that preservation work includes assessment 
of the effects of rising tides, more dramatic climate shifts, and emergency readiness— both to 
conserve significant buildings and to ensure these buildings continue to meet the needs of today’s 
population.

Adrienne also sees preservation as a critical component of creating and maintaining vital urban 
environments. Adaptive reuse projects in city centers help limit new construction and sprawl, and 
reinforce the sense of history and place unique to each town. She asserts that preservation will 
continue to be a leader in revitalizing main streets and growing our thriving cities by focusing new 
development in historic buildings and existing infrastructure. 

“My contribution to preservation as an architect means rejuvenating existing buildings in the com-
munity for creative, relevant uses by implementing sustainable design practices, new documenta-
tion technologies, and community placemaking strategies.”

Adrienne is an architect whose passion is managing change 
in historic architecture with traditional construction materi-
als. Her special expertise includes the application of design 
talent and project management skills to resolve complex 
technical problems and programmatic change while 
protecting original building fabric. Adrienne’s work has 
centered on planning, design, and construction for a diverse 
range of preservation projects: 18th-century Independence 
Hall in Philadelphia, 19th and 20th century Edison electrical 
plants in South Boston, and a 20th century Colonial Revival 
library tower with an Orozco mural installation at Dart-
mouth College. Her strengths include integration of new 
building systems, environmentally sensitive exterior lighting 
design, and rectification of building faults with original and 
new materials in historically accurate configurations. 



Helena Currie

percentage of bridges in active service. Consequently, she left a very good job as a skilled 
bridge engineer, at a firm where she was highly regarded and greatly appreciated, to come 
to Simpson Gumpertz & Heger Inc. to be able to work on historic buildings.

Women have traditionally been underrepresented in the engineering professions in general, 
and specifically in preservation engineering.  As a graduate of Smith College, Lena is well 
aware of this traditional underrepresentation, as well as the need for young female engi-
neering students to have mentors and role models who are successful, practicing engineers 
whom they can look up to, learn from, be mentored by, and see a fulfilling path forward.  
Lena took the initiative to approach SGH leadership with her idea that SGH should ar-
range with Smith College to be a mentor and sponsor of their senior capstone design 
project, wherein teams of four students work with a mentor, a practicing professional at a 
firm, on a real-life project.  With Lena’s encouragement and leadership, SGH teamed with 
Smith College.  Lena has served as the main mentor and SGH representative, selecting the 
real projects that the students work on, arranging it with the building owner/client, Smith 
and SGH leadership, and immersing herself in it, teaching and mentoring the students in 
things they had never previously studied or done. 

Lena wants to use all her technical and aesthetic skills and know-how, and innovative 
research to undertake the highest quality and most thoroughly integrated evaluation and 
restoration work that is technically and humanly possible for historic buildings, because they 
deserve no less.  She wants to, and is already, using preservation to serve as a mentor and 
role model for the next generation of young female preservation engineering leaders who 
are currently in college and/or just starting their careers.

“Preserving historic structures is the passionate, intentional, and respectful recognition of a 
building’s role in our collective history, which often requires carefully planned and executed 
interventions to ensure that a building’s envelope and structure are suitable for its contin-
ued functionality. I hope to continue providing historic structures with a purposeful place 
in our future, and to share my passion for preservation openly and honestly along the way, 
such that these inspirations of our built environment will be embraced by generations to 
come.”

Lena has a deep, long-standing love of historic buildings 
and structures.  For example, as a hobby, she has built 
models of several Frank Lloyd Wright-designed houses, 
and she chose to do her master’s thesis in structural en-
gineering on the analysis of the historic Ouellette Bridge 
(aka Aiken Street Bridge) over the Merrimack River in 
Lowell, a five span, 780-foot long, pin-connected lenticular 
truss bridge built in 1883.  After completing her master’s 
degree, she worked for five years as a bridge engineer.  
Lena quickly became a highly skilled and respected 
structural bridge engineer.  She craved work on historic 
bridges, and was occasionally able to work on one, but 
unfortunately historic bridges represent a very small 



Carissa Demore

facilitated challenging conversations around gender equity and instituting procedures to 
foster greater oversight for staff safety and security both in the workplace and when on 
field visits.

Carissa oversees the management and enforcement of existing easements throughout 
New England and works with owners interested in entering their property into the 
Preservation Easement Program, drafting easement documents, and documenting existing 
conditions at buildings and sites. She meets frequently with real estate brokers and pro-
spective buyers regarding easement properties that are going on the market, to explain 
Historic New England’s role at the property and the scope of each easement.  In her 
role,  she has worked to connect historic preservation and land conservation stewardship 
practices, building on her undergraduate experience in landscape architecture to integrate 
protections for historic structures in their larger landscape settings. From her background in 
the Main Streets program, Carissa brings patience, insight, and practicality in her work with 
groups of disparate stakeholders, such as those engaged with complex easement protected 
sites in municipal ownership. 

Carissa is the Second Vice President of the New England Chapter of the Society of Archi-
tectural Historians. Before joining Historic New England, she was a program coordinator for 
the Annapolis Main Street Program, helping small business owners revitalize and maintain 
their historic commercial districts. Carissa also has previous easement-monitoring experi-
ence, working with the L’Enfant Trust in Washington, D.C. A Colorado native, Carissa has 
a B.S. in landscape architecture from Colorado State University and a master’s degree in 
historic preservation from the University of Maryland.

“To me, preservation is about connecting with all kinds of different people – people who 
lived generations ago, people alive right now, and those who will exist in the future. It’s a 
way to recognize that we all matter – that our individual, sometimes seemingly insignificant 
day-to-day contributions to the world we live in can add up to something powerful and 
meaningful.”

Carissa Demore brings strong experience in private and 
public sector preservation to her role as the Team Lead-
er for Preservation Services at Historic New England.  
With innate talent and well-honed skills in data analysis 
and presentation, Carissa has a capacity for high level 
thinking that nonetheless grasps the details and nuances 
involved in managing one of the country’s strongest and 
most effective preservation easement programs. As a 
manager, she has instituted training regimens to men-
tor younger staff and provided opportunities for them 
to nurture their professional talents and interests. With 
colleagues and peers, she is unfailingly good humored, 
accessible, and concerned for the larger welfare, having



Lori Ferriss

-
mental stewardship. Lori is a leader in sustainable design technologies, expanding the firm’s 
practice in life cycle assessment and envelope analysis on architecture projects. 

As Goody Clancy’s Building Forensics Specialist, Lori has led many field investigations of his-
toric and existing buildings to assess their conditions and establish programs for restoration 
and maintenance. Ultimately, she helps determine the responsible stewardship and reuse of 
built resources. Her reference letters are an indication of how much she is giving back to 
the field through her activities in the Association of Preservation Technology, ICOMOS and 
the Boston Preservation Alliance.  Lori believes that the stewardship of heritage and exist-
ing resources is a key element in addressing climate change.  She is generous with her time 
and knowledge. A licensed structural engineer, she has successfully completed all sections 
of the Architectural Registration Exam.  She holds a Bachelor of Science in Architecture 
and Master of Engineering – High Performance Structures, both from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology.

In addition to her professional life in architecture, Lori is also a classical violinist, a visual 
artist, and a baker. She loves to explore the interactions between human creativity and 
science— how sound waves inspire a feeling of wonder, how the perception of an image is 
driven by the viewer’s time and place, and how chemistry and physics produce the perfect 
macaron.

Lori Ferriss is a licensed structural engineer and soon to 
be licensed architect working on historic buildings and 
sites as both conservator and designer.  She is former 
president and current member of the Boston Preservation 
Alliance Young Advisors, founding Chair of a Focus Group 
on Life Cycle Impacts for the Association of Preservation 
Technology International, and a member of the Existing 
Buildings Committee of the Embodied Carbon Network.  
Lori brings a multidisciplinary approach to her work as a 
designer, structural engineer, and preservation consultant. 
Her expertise focuses on renewal of existing and historic 
buildings for institutional and higher education clients, and 
her work emphasizes the balance of cultural and environ-



Ryan Foster

Ryan’s first job in high school was working for his father on residential construction projects 
in rural southern Vermont. Many of the projects were 1800’s farmhouses, and it initiated 
him to the construction, fabric, and details of historic structures. Ryan grew up next to his 
family farm and farmhouse that had been in his family for six generations which, from an 
early age, instilled a strong connection to history. The more Ryan learned about historic 
structures and materials the more interested he became in preservation.

Ryan has expertise in traditional masonry and wood construction and has been Project 
Manager for some of the most significant masonry restoration projects that have taken 
place in the Boston area.  St. Mary’s Hall at Boston College and Gordon Hall at Harvard 
Medical School are some of these restoration projects. He understands the aesthetic and 
technical aspects of late 19th century and early 20th century institutional buildings and the 
techniques needed to renovate, restore, and adaptively reuse these buildings for the next 
100 years. 

Ryan believes that preservation provides a window into our past and reminds us of where 
we came from. He wants to preserve historic structures and make them functional for 21st 
century needs. He believes one of the best achievements in a preservation project is having 
the building occupied and used by the community. A restored building utilized by many 
citizens helps promote, educate and encourage future preservation projects.  Preservation 
needs to continue to evolve in making existing buildings compatible for the 21st century 
while protecting and respecting the building’s historic fabric. 

“The best achievements in a preservation project is having an historic building occupied 
and used by the community. Preservation needs to continue to evolve in making existing 
buildings compatible for the 21st century while protecting and respecting the building’s 
historic fabric. Promoting the flexibility and durability of preservation will allow for historic 
buildings to be preserved and appreciated.”

Ryan came to work at McGinley Kalsow & Associates Inc. 
(MKA) in 2007 when pursuing his Master’s in Architec-
ture at the Boston Architectural Center. He worked full 
time while going to school showing a high level of inter-
est in preservation and strong motivation to keep ex-
panding his knowledge base in all aspects of preservation 
and architecture. Wendall Kalsow AIA, mentored Ryan 
and provided opportunities for growth by exposing him 
to all phases of preservation projects from assessments 
to construction administration in municipal projects as 
well as private clients and educational institutions. Ryan 
started work at MKA as an architectural designer, later 
was promoted to Project Manager and most recently to 
Associate Principal. 



Alison Frazee

the University of Mary Washington in Fredericksburg, Virginia and went on to earn her Masters 
of Historic Preservation from the University of Kentucky.

After four years of experience at a preservation nonprofit in Lexington, Kentucky where she 
was active in local leadership and neighborhood associations she came to the Boston Preserva-
tion Alliance in 2013. After serving as Outreach Coordinator at the Alliance for two years, Alison 
became the Director of Advocacy in 2015. Her dedication to bringing historic preservation to a 
wider public has meant significant outreach across the City, building her contacts and a stronger 
preservation movement. In the last few years she has been a guest lecturer at local universities, 
helping to educate public history and preservation students to understand the opportunities 
and challenges of being a practitioner of preservation. She’s been supported by the Alliance 
to take an increasingly public role, made possible by her public speaking talents and passionate 
commitment to bringing preservation to all. 

Predictions identify Boston as one of the most at-risk urban coastal cities in the U.S. Alison has 
woven climate resiliency into community preservation efforts and her advocacy for historic 
resources. She’s been leading Boston Preservation Alliance efforts to engage on this important 
issue. The city’s resiliency studies have largely ignored historic preservation. Efforts to change 
change that blindspot are due to Alison’s advocacy.   

Alison seeks policy changes to strengthen communities, enhance and broaden the importance 
of preservation, and bring individuals into the preservation movement. Specifically she wants to: 
1) see preservation funded and recognized at the City level in Boston; 2) help property owners 
and residents appreciate the role of historic character in the makeup of a neighborhood; and 3) 
preserve the diversity of our past, not just the white history and resources made famous due to 
their connection to privilege and wealth. 

Alison hopes preservation will become more inclusive of the diverse cultures and communities 
in Boston and throughout New England. She wants preservation to be part of the conversation 
about climate change to both appreciate the often sustainable structures created in the past and 
to ensure their protection. Last, she hopes that historic architecture will inspire new architecture 
more than it currently does.

Alison grew up in Virginia near Jamestown and Williams-
burg. She tells the story of a second grade field trip to a 
historic house museum where she was taken by the emo-
tional power of connection of original fabric, and she was 
appalled and spoke up when she learned of the removal 
of original flooring to create a more modern surface for 
visitors. She thinks her passion for historic homes began 
then, in her eight year old heart and brain. Years later Alison 
abandoned her study for the ministry when an enlightened 
professor said, “If there’s anything else you love, consider 
doing it.” Many google searches later Alison discovered 
there was such a thing as studying historic preservation. 
She transferred to a college with a degree in preservation, 



Jeffrey Garriga

preservation to out of the box adaptive use. Jeffrey led the award-winning 
restoration and preservation of the Executive Offices of the Governor at 
the Massachusetts State House (within the original 1700’s era Bulfinch por-
tion of the building that met the Level 1 preservation criteria of the Sec-
retary of the Interior. The project ensured that some of the oldest building 
fabric in the country is preserved for the public good, well into the future, 
while providing functional contemporary workspaces and technology for 
the daily operations of the Massachusetts government.

Jeffrey joined Finegold Alexander in 1994 and has been involved in signifi-
cant projects such as the new Lowell Trial Court, Fall River Justice Center, 
The Strata in Boston, the restoration of the Governor’s Executive Office 
Suite at the Massachusetts State House and Temple Israel in Omaha, Ne-
braska. Garriga is a registered architect in the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, is a member of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) and the 
Boston Society of Architects (BSA). He holds a BA in Architecture from 
Wentworth Institute of Technology.

“The public benefits of both Preservation and Sustainability are very clear. 
What interests me most is the overlap and reconciliation of Preservation 
and Green goals. Maintaining authenticity while infusing green building ap-
proaches and ideologies is one key to insuring our heritage sites remain 
vibrant.”

Jeffrey J. Garriga, AIA, LEED AP is a Principal at 
Finegold Alexander Architects and leads the 
firm’s public project practice area and is the 
Director of Technology for the firm.   Finegold 
Alexander Architects has an ongoing philoso-
phy of distinguishing historic fabric from new 
interventions with deliberate approaches to 
projects involving preservation, renovation and 
new building fabric. Recent examples where 
the next generation leadership have assisted 
clients range from the highest level of



Herbert Heidt

Orleans, Harwich, Chatham, and Brewster. As large homes took the place of rustic summer 
camps, the Bay and its surrounding landscapes were in danger of severe degradation due 
to an array of environmental threats, including pollution and, separate that but contributing, 
overdevelopment.  An earlier generation began to address this complex of issues through 
regulatory action, achieving the Area of Critical Environment Concern (ACEC) designation. 
Herb has taken these efforts to their next level with his leadership of the Friends of Pleas-
ant Bay and his successful efforts to stimulate collaborative efforts among a broad range of 
constituencies whose missions connect with preservation: 
 •preservation of the Bay itself; 
 •preservation of activities for which the Bay has been celebrated, such as sailing,   
kayaking, and summer camping;
 •preservation of the historic character of the Bay’s shores, landscapes, and 
 estuaries.  

Herb’s motivation is to preserve an area of Cape Cod, a landscape and a way of life that 
we all value and fear is fast disappearing.  He knows this landscape well, because as a 
cartographer he has worked closely with it and witnessed its modifications.  In addition, his 
motivation is supported by his assumption that most people share his goals but may not 
see a clear path to reach them.  Herb feels comfortable clearing the path to make progress 
possible.

Herb’s view of the future of preservation is a direct outcome of his approach:  closely net-
worked clusters of non-profits with overlapping goals working together across many types 
of activities, such as sustainability, education, and land and building preservation, to ensure 
that Pleasant Bay endures.

“Preservation success requires education.
To preserve something is to love and respect it.
To love and respect it, you must understand it.

Education is the keystone to preservation.
The best education is with collaboration.”

Herbert Heidt, known by everyone as Herb, has dedi-
cated his public service to preserving Pleasant Bay, one of 
the most diverse marine habitats on the East Coast and 
the largest estuary on Cape Cod.  His success is based 
on building collaborations and then setting the path and 
working in the background, giving others credit for the 
achievements. 

A history-rich area of 9,240 acres or 15 square miles, 
much of it water, Pleasant Bay had been the home first 
of the Momoyicks and Nausets, then colonials, and fishing 
families. More recently, until land costs rose significantly, 
the Bay was home to sailing camps where youth and adult 
members enjoyed the shores of the Lower Cape towns



Brian Lever

In his work at Epislon, Brian draws upon his prior experience as the former 
Senior Preservation Planner with the City of Newton. He provides assis-
tance to clients in meeting regulatory requirements through consultation 
with state and federal agencies and the preparation of historic preservation 
compliance documentation.  He has experience in implementing Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, and related local, state, and 
federal environmental laws, regulations, and guidelines affecting historic re-
sources.  He also has experience with all important historic tax credits. 

“As technology advances I would like to see a greater expansion of docu-
mentation of historic buildings in detail and more opportunities for web 
based applications. It would be wonderful to integrate smart phones with 
data on historic sites and buildings that you could pull up when in proximity 
to them. Such an application would be a great benefit to heritage tourism 
efforts.”

Brian Lever has more than 16 years of experi-
ence in architectural history, archaeology and 
preservation planning.  He has always had a 
fascination with American History and archae-
ology and pursued degrees in both in college 
and graduate school. Starting out professionally 
as an archaeologist, Brian says “there is nothing 
like holding an artifact in your hands that no 
one has touched in hundreds or thousands of 
years. It can give you a deep connection to the 
past.” 



Tonya Loveday

 

and Planning Grant program and oversaw the National Register of Historic 
Places at the municipal level.

Tonya received her Master of Science degree in Historic Preservation from 
the University of Vermont, where she also received her Bachelor of Arts 
degree in History. Tonya is originally from the Town of Guilderland in New 
York’s Capital District.

“I believe education is imperative to ensuring that preservation continues 
to be relevant in the future. It is not enough to only emphasize the intrinsic 
value of cultural resources, but rather we need to simultaneously demon-
strate the environmental and economic benefits of preserving, restoring 
or rehabilitating such resources. By promoting the ways in which preserva-
tion and other movements or interests overlap, we have a better chance 
of capturing the attention, and hopefully support, of those who might not 
otherwise consider themselves preservationists.”

Tonya Loveday is a Preservation Project Man-
ger for Epsilon Associates.  Prior to joining 
Epsilon, Tonya worked as a Preservation Plan-
ner with the Town of Brookline. In that role, 
she administered the Town’s local historic 
district and demolition bylaws. Prior to her 
time in Brookline, she was the Assistant Survey 
Director for the Boston Landmarks Commis-
sion. Tonya facilitated the designation of local 
Landmarks and wrote several Landmark study 
reports. She managed Boston’s Survey



Kelly Lyons 

emy.  Her passion for the work combined with her practical experience of 
getting the correct subcontractors and artisans involved early on assure the 
design team and client of excellence in construction. Kelly was mentored 
by Carl Jay through the Shawmut Mentorship program over the past three 
years, with conversations revolving around meeting clients’ needs while 
providing the highest level of preservation possible for the budgets avail-
able. She always has suggestions for phasing of work or combining trades to 
deliver the project at the owner’s budget.

Kelly serves on the Young Advisors for the Boston Preservation Alliance 
previously as Secretary and now as President.  She is truly committed to the 
organization and attracting youth to our industry through fun and excit-
ing programs. She is hard working and understands the challenges of get-
ting skilled tradespeople in the crafts. We are constantly looking for more 
traditional craftspeople to complete the exacting work of preservation on 
projects ranging from National Historic Landmarks to local churches or civic 
organizations. Kelly sincerely has a passion for preservation and excellence in 
construction. 

“Living and working in New England, surrounded every day by historic 
buildings you see the stories of the past come alive. I love being part of 
preserving every tangible element possible for future generations to experi-
ence and learn from. Both my work at Shawmut and my involvement with 
the Boston Preservation Alliance Young Advisors allows me to take an active 
role in the stewardship of the historic fabric of Massachusetts.”

Kelly Lyons comes to the construction and 
preservation world through obtaining both 
an undergrad and graduate degree in historic 
preservation. She has worked in the indus-
try as an Assistant Project Manager, Assistant 
Superintendent, and now in the role of Project 
Estimator. Kelly has been the lead estimator 
on projects such as Trinity Church in the City 
of Boston, the Mother Church for the First 
Church of Christ, Scientist Boston, and the 
Class of 1945 Library at Phillips Exeter Acad-



Geoff Melhuish

through these neighborhoods with the developments, he was immediately 
captured by the rich history and the untold stories. 

Early in his career, he was encouraged and challenged to think through is-
sues and approaches with an eye to not only the piece but to the whole. 
His prior experience includes many years with an architecture and historic 
preservation firm in Maine, where he led numerous historic rehabilitation 
projects and many historic resource surveys across New England. He con-
tinues to draw upon his experience with sustainability and historic preserva-
tion and implement that in his current historic rehabilitation projects.  His 
work has garnered local, state, and national awards. 

“We need to do a better job of creating sustainable communities where his-
toric properties are used as assets for not only telling a story of who we are 
and where we have been but promoting energy efficiency and community 
livability as well. Preservation is an essential tool for community develop-
ment and revitalization - the rehabilitation of underutilized properties not 
only has a positive catalytic effect on the surrounding area but on the spirits 
of the residents as well. “

Geoff Melhuish has more than 20 years of pro-
fessional experience in architectural conserva-
tion, historic preservation planning, cultural re-
source management and project management. 
He has extensive experience in implementing 
local, state, and federal environmental laws, 
regulations, and guidelines affecting historic 
resources.  At an early age, he was given his 
Great Uncle’s library of plan books, builders’ 
catalogs and architectural drawings of proper-
ties he developed. As he rode his bike 



Mary Nastasi

Prior to joining MHA, Mary worked with a variety of preservation and archi-
tecture-related organizations, including the New York City-based advocacy 
nonprofit Landmark West! and the Boston Landmarks Commission.

Mary received her Master’s degree in Historic Preservation from Columbia 
University, where she undertook a thorough study, narrative, and analysis of 
mid-twentieth-century concrete architecture in Boston and New England as 
her thesis.  In addition to her Master’s degree, Mary holds a Bachelor of Arts 
in Architecture and Urbanism from Smith College.

Mary Nastasi is an associate in the MacRostie 
Historic Advisors Northeast office in Boston. 
Mary’s work includes preparing state and 
federal historic rehabilitation tax credit applica-
tions and National Register nominations for 
projects throughout the country. She has been 
involved with the successful rehabilitation of a 
wide variety of projects, including market-rate 
and affordable housing, hotels, and other com-
mercial and mixed-use properties.



Brenton Pulsifer

between the historic aspects of buildings and neighborhoods as they once were may not 
be what today’s community wants.  Always keeping his eye on the preservation details, he 
worked with community leaders to reach a consensus in order to accomplish the historic 
requirements.

Brenton has been creative in pushing preservation forward on several occasions.  One in 
particular had to do with a neighborhood that the company was developing, which includ-
ed 23 buildings.  One of the buildings the Mayor wanted demolished.  Brenton could not 
see anything wrong with this building which had been boarded up for several years, so he 
brought a structural engineer into the building to do an evaluation.  The structural engineer 
confirmed what he was thinking, which was that there was nothing wrong with the building, 
and that it was a perfect building to restore.

Through the development process, Brenton was able to obtain the necessary funds to 
rehab this building.  It was Brenton’s persistence and working through the process and the 
politics that led him to the preservation of this old building.  Today, this building sits in the 
middle of one of the most historic neighborhoods in downtown Springfield, which has 
been returned to its original beauty and is the home of 20 families.

Brenton is a graduate of Bentley University, with a degree in Accounting & Finance.  He 
found himself becoming involved in historic preservation through his work at First Re-
source Development Company.  He quickly found that one of the resources available in 
preserving and producing affordable housing was the historic credits, federal and state, and 
that it was a valuable resource.  It didn’t take long after this to appreciate the beauty of old 
buildings.  He particularly enjoyed learning about the history as it related to the people that 
resided in these 100+ year-old buildings.  Brenton has been encouraged by many people at 
First Resource Development Company and mentored by his father.  Brenton’s experience 
is not only in development and financial work, but also works in the company’s construc-
tion department, which executes the plan.

Brenton Pulsifer, Vice President of First Resource 
Development Company, located in Hanover, Massa-
chusetts, has worked in the production and preserva-
tion of affordable housing for the past twelve years.  
This position has included the preservation of more 
than 50 buildings and over 1,000 Units of affordable 
housing.

Brenton has been instrumental to the development 
process, working with community leaders, city council 
members and Mayors to redesign historic neighbor-
hoods that are acceptable to the community.  At a 
very early stage, Brenton recognized that balancing



Amanda Sanders

MIT’s New House residence hall and the adaptive reuse of the St. Elizabeths 
West Campus for the Department of Homeland Security.

At present, Amanda is the Project Manager for the renovation of a 1970’s 
building at MIT. Amanda has demonstrated her leadership within Goody 
Clancy and has become a force in the architecture and preservation com-
munity, as well, thanks to speaking opportunities, panel discussions, and 
participation on design committees. 

A graduate of Iowa State University in 2004, she brought her passion for 
repurposing and reinvigorating old buildings to Boston a few years later. Her 
affinity for older buildings will soon be put to the test in her personal life: 
Amanda is currently renovating a vacant second empire Victorian house in 
Dorchester’s Savin Hill, which Amanda fondly refers to as her “diamond in 
the rough.”

Amanda Sanders, AIA, LEED BD+C is an Associ-
ate at Goody Clancy, thanks in large measure to 
her strong design sense, confidence, hard work, 
and grace under pressure, which has impressed 
clients like the University of Virginia and the U. S. 
General Services Administration. She has fifteen 
years of experience and has engaged in all phas-
es of the design and construction process with a 
core competency in historic building rehabilita-
tion and restoration. She has been an important 
part of the teams working on the renovation of



Regan Shields Ives

of Directors of the Boston Preservation Alliance and the Advisory Council to the Board of 
Directors of the Trustees of Reservations. Regan received her Bachelor of Arts in Architec-
ture from Lehigh University and her Master of Architecture from the University of Pennsyl-
vania.

Regan Shields Ives comments: “Preservation has been a long-time interest of mine. While in 
undergraduate school at Lehigh and graduate school in Philadelphia I learned to appreciate 
the history of the buildings I was surrounded by – the massive steel mills in Bethlehem and 
the elegant Furness Library building in Philly.” These experiences led to her taking preser-
vation courses while studying architecture at University of Pennsylvania and although she 
decided to stay the course with architecture, she actively focused on firms that work with 
Preservation. She notes: “Jim Alexander was a mentor to me, even before I joined Finegold 
Alexander; when I first moved to Boston he helped as a guide when I was navigating the 
Boston architectural profession.”

Regan was a member of the Boston Preservation Alliance Young Advisors Board and had 
the benefit of learning from some of the sitting Board members about what the Boston 
Preservation Alliance can do for our City. She was elected as a full board member in 2016. 
She is also a committee member for the Trustees of Reservations, was a Past Co-Chair for 
Women in Design (WID) Mentoring Committee, Boston Society of Architects. She is cur-
rently a mentor to young women in architecture through the WID Mid-Career Mentoring 
Program. She earned a BS in Art & Design, a BS in Political Science and Master of Archi-
tecture from Massachusetts Institute of Technology where she received the Alpha Rho Chi 
medal, a national award in recognition for service. She is a registered Architect and LEED 
Accredited Professional.

Regan Shields Ives, AIA, LEED AP is a Principal at 
Finegold Alexander Architects and has been with the 
firm since 2004. She leads the firm’s public school and 
cultural work and has delivered several adaptive use and 
renovation projects. She recently completed working on 
the conversion of UMass Amherst’s Old Chapel, which is 
listed on the National Register, and transformed it into a 
thriving student center. She also worked on the restora-
tion and renovation of Bryn Mawr College’s Goodhart 
Hall, the expansion and renovation of Methuen High 
School, and the master plan and new residence hall for 
Mt. Ida College. Regan is a registered architect and is 
LEED Accredited Professional.  She serves on the Board



Adam Stein

responsible for the successful creation of more than $500 million of real estate 
investments in various communities across the Eastern U.S. 

Prior to joining WinnCompanies, Mr. Stein served as a Development Manager at JPI 
Northeast, a conventional multi-family development company based in Irving, Texas 
and as Vice President of Development for the Norsouth Companies, a housing de-
veloper, general contractor and manager of mixed-income and mixed-use proper-
ties throughout the Southeast. He earned his MBA from Georgia State University’s 
J. Mack Robinson College of Business, an MFA in Historic Preservation from The 
Savannah College of Art & Design and a BA from Union College. He is also an 
active member of the Urban Land Institute’s Boston chapter, NH&RA and holds his 
Massachusetts Real Estate License.

“During my time at WinnDevelopment, we have produced some amazing preser-
vation projects.  Many of the old mills and schools we’ve redeveloped are more 
than just buildings, they are iconic, landmark structures.  They are symbols of the 
community and connect to the generations who once worked there.  People are 
drawn to the fact that we are taking these vacant and often blighted structures and 
making them viable once again. Our projects not only provide quality housing, but 
also offer an important economic benefit to the community in the form of stabil-
ity and re-investment.  Residents enjoy the unique architecture. They are nostalgic 
of the past and they appreciate details.  You can’t build buildings like this today, nor 
can you replicate architectural features like 14’ high wood ceilings, exposed beams 
and brick walls, and floor-to-ceiling windows, along with other unique architectural 
features.  Our preservation projects have stabilized communities, promoted capital 
re-investment, produced construction and permanent jobs. And, we hope, have 
improved the quality of life for thousands of residents -- that’s really what it all 
means.”

Adam joined WinnCompanies in 2009 and cur-
rently serves as Senior Vice President of WinnDe-
velopment where he is responsible for overseeing 
the company’s Boston based development initia-
tives. Mr. Stein works on all development opera-
tions and represents WinnDevelopment in govern-
ment, industry and community events. He is actively 
involved in various residential projects across New 
England and upstate New York. Adam has more 
than a decade of experience in multi-family real es-
tate development in the areas of new construction, 
acquisition rehabs and adaptive reuse and has been 



George N. Vasvatekis

litical Science from Bryant University, George served as a Special Assistant to United States 
Senator Scott P. Brown from 2010-2013 and was also elected to the Bridgewater-Raynham 
Regional School Committee for a three-year term where he served, at the age of twenty-
one, one of the youngest Vice-Chairman in the Commonwealth. He has spent time serving 
on the Finance Committees for various Members of Congress throughout the country, 
both the House and Senate, Governors and State Officials and most recently on a cam-
paign for President of the United States during the 2016 election cycle.  

The challenges are what has drawn him into this work and motivates him. Every aspect 
of these historic preservation projects presents something a bit different than your typical 
new construction project. First off, the financing can be difficult. Quality restoration using 
traditional methods and materials is significantly more expense than typical construction. 
And this craftsmanship and quality doesn’t necessarily show up in the value analysis during 
an appraisal for a traditional real estate loan. This is where George has been creative and 
found ways to make these projects financially viable. 

To George, preservation is not just about the particular construction and building 
methods of the structures his group restores, there is more to it. As a for-profit entity, 
George and 1620 Capital approach every project with conscience efforts to not only 
balance the financial obligations to their shareholders but to also deliver to the com-
munities in which they operate. Many of the 1620 Capital holdings are in town cen-
ters where local historic and iconic structures have outlived their original purpose. 
George has been able to carefully select properties that have been under-utilized and 
neglected and come up with a plan to breathe new life into not only the structure 
but the surrounding neighborhood and community. These restoration projects help to 
beautify and gentrify streetscapes and delivery vital housing units in mixed-use settings.

George N. Vasvatekis is a man on the move. As Manag-
ing Partner of 1620 Capital, LLC. he now spends his 
days finding ways to “Rebuild America” as he puts it. And 
although it wasn’t necessarily part of the original busi-
ness plan, George and his group have been doing a lot 
of historic rebuilding these days. Originally structured as 
a real estate holding company with a model to buy, build, 
renovate and hold multi-unit housing structures, 1620 
Capital has now acquired some of the most prominent 
historic structures on the South Shore and Islands of Mas-
sachusetts.  George has come to the preservation space 
after spending the early years of his career in politics and 
government. With a degree in Finance and studies in Po-



Jill Verhosek

to the design and construction process for elite institutional and govern-
ment clients. She is currently the project manager for the conservation work 
at Trinity Church in the City of Boston, a National Historic Landmark. 

In addition, she has participated in national and international conferences to 
share her expertise and is generous with her time in mentoring entry level 
professionals. She is a Board member of the northeast chapter of the As-
sociation of Preservation Technology International and a speaker at national 
and international conferences on technical conservation and construction 
issues.   Jill holds a Bachelor of Science in Design from Clemson University 
and a Masters of Science in Historic Preservation from the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

“The built environment is humanity’s greatest legacy. It transforms with 
every generation and informs us of not only where we’ve been, but where 
we are going. I am proud to be a part of preserving that legacy for future 
generations by working on it stone by stone.”

Jill Verhosek has a diverse academic and profes-
sional background in architecture, preservation, 
and materials conservation. With more than a 
decade of professional experience, she is an es-
sential member of Goody Clancy’s preservation 
practice group and the technical advisor and 
leader on their most prestigous and complex 
projects, where her combined strengths of tech-
nical expertise, analytical skills, and management 
are applied to all phases of projects from exist-
ing condition investigation and assessment 



Scott Winkler

His repair and reuse mentality continued to grow; performing home renovation projects 
starting in elementary school, restoring his first car in high school and taking preservation 
classes early in his college career. Instructors at The University of Houston recognized his 
eagerness and encouraged him to take more preservation classes. With his professor’s 
encouragement, Scott undertook a research project to document all the bridges that had 
ever crossed Buffalo Bayou, the main waterway in downtown Houston. His research yielded 
a comprehensive report that remains in the city’s historic archives to this day.

Upon graduation, Scott moved to central Texas to work for a small but prominent firm
specializing in historic preservation.  As he worked toward becoming a licensed architect, 
he was able to learn the practical side of evaluating, renovating and restoring existing and 
historic structures. As his knowledge and experience grew, his desire to work with a larger 
stock of historic structures brought him back to the East Coast in 2001, where he worked 
for a large Rhode Island firm with a strong portfolio of preservation work. Scott worked on 
a number of historic projects in Rhode Island and Massachusetts including the Providence 
Performing Arts Center and the Lord Jeffrey Inn at Amherst College.  Now with Wessling 
Architects as an Associate, he continues his preservation and restoration work by helping 
companies and organizations evaluate historic buildings to understand existing deteriora-
tion, consider options for restoration, and plan for appropriate improvements.

As he considers the future of preservation, Scott hopes to continue to educate the general 
public and the development community on the outstanding benefits of historic preserva-
tion. He looks to see the greater architecture profession develop a greater appreciation 
for the reuse of existing and historic structures, instead of rushing to create clean building 
sites for their latest designs. He wants to encourage people to not look at preservation as 
a property restriction or a burden but as a way to encourage economic development and 
improve the character of our communities.

Scott Winkler grew up in Chicago, New York, and 
Houston. His early exposure to historic and distressed 
urban environments along with regular trips to history, 
art and science museums peaked Scott’s interest in 
history and the beauty of historic buildings very early. 
Upon moving to New York, he was regularly exposed 
to local historical society museum properties and at-
tended a summer camp at them. In the 3rd grade, at 
a class field trip to a state historic landmark building 
in Yonkers, NY, the architectural details of the building 
resonated with him so much that he was able to recre-
ate the building from memory in a drawing with clumsy 
school markers. This first attempt at architecture gained 
him an award and was displayed in the school district 
administrative offices.



William Young

William is well-respected among the Boston preservation and development com-
munities.  He assists private and public clients with strategic consulting for compli-
ance with local, state and federal historic preservation regulations.  This includes 
assisting clients with securing historic rehabilitation tax credits, meeting regulatory 
requirements through consultation with state and federal agencies and the prepa-
ration of environmental impact assessments and documentation as well as Chapter 
254, Section 106 and Section 4(f) evaluations.

He came to historic preservation through his identification with New England’s 
past and his passionate belief that the region’s significant buildings should inform 
our present and future. Throughout his career he has benefited from the intellectu-
al and aesthetic stimulation that comes not only from working on historic buildings, 
but also from working with the people—owners, architects, artisans and commu-
nity groups—who appreciate their significance. 

“As the preservation movement advances in time, I look forward to its ever-in-
creasing influence in our civic culture. One thing that may help bring this about is a 
recognition that preservation isn’t passive: however significant it may be, no building 
is ever saved permanently. It must be appreciated—and very likely assigned new 
uses—by each successive generation. Only then can it remain a living body.”

William Young has a wealth of experience in the 
preservation field with more than 25 years of 
experience.  As the former Director of Design he  
came to appreciate how the appropriate rehabili-
tation of one significant building would often spur 
an appreciation for nearby properties. Thus, one 
good project would soon lead to another, and 
another. Now with Epsilon Associates, William is 
eager to spark similar chain reactions in communi-
ties throughout the Commonwealth. 



Bruner/Cott Architects

higher education; affordable and equitable urban living; and environmental stewardship in a 
time of rapid climate change. Bruner/Cott is more than a “preservation” firm or a “green” 
firm or an “urban” firm.   It’s strength lies in embracing all of these contexts as crucial to 
exceptional, transformative design with existing buildings and sites informed by human 
histories.

Founded in 1972, Bruner/Cott’s first building was the conversion of Boston’s historic Chick-
ering Piano Factory into artists’ working studios, public galleries, and living spaces. This land-
mark adaptive reuse project—the first large-scale conversion of its kind—garnered national 
acclaim and anticipated an architectural aesthetic that has since become widespread. 

The preservation conversation now asks that younger architects deal with significant but 
unpopular post-war buildings, rising sea levels at sites on Boston Harbor, and new urban 
design contexts emerging with today’s information-based transportation and use patterns - 
and to resolve these challenges with respect for historic content and its communication to 
the public. The complexity of these programmatic and technical problems is rarely pre-
sented in schools of architecture; therefore, the culture of mentorship within firms is critical 
to both competence and innovation. The current team of designers at Bruner/Cott share a 
conviction that preservation is important, and thrive on the challenges, surprises, and utter 
singularity of working with historic buildings.

Bruner/Cott’s modern vision predicts what preservation can be for the future: a vehicle to 
enhance place-based urban living; an integral part of the climate change solution; and fertile 
ground for progress in diversity, equity, and community cohesion. At the intersection of 
sustainability, historic preservation/reuse, and social equity are challenging and unique design 
possibilities for transforming communities. 

As a context-driven pursuit, preservation is a good foundation for the type of diverse and 
inclusive place-making the future needs. Preservation can and should address the social 
issues of affordability, community resilience, accessibility, and equity. This will require work-
ing with people from diverse backgrounds and finding unexpected allies. Bruner/Cott is 
intentionally seeking out new faces and new partners, both within the firm and beyond, 
to expand the definition of preservation. Younger staff from a broad range of backgrounds 
including environmental science, urban planning, and community-based design, are incorpo-
rating their own interpretations of preservation into new work. This new intersectionality is 
the future of preservation, and is finding fertile ground in the second generation of Bruner/
Cott leadership.

The new leadership at Bruner/Cott embodies the ethos 
of Next Generation preservation. New owners, Jason 
Forney, Jason Jewhurst, and Dana L. Kelly share a fresh 
perspective on historic preservation that builds upon 
the firm’s four decades of preservation experience while 
reinventing it for today’s needs. The firm’s work now 
engages critically across key issues of our time: the future 
of existing and historic buildings; the evolution of



The Methuen Festival of Trees, Inc. 

through its Historic Preservation Grant Program (HPGP). This program is designed to pro-
vide preservation funding to private non profit organizations, private businesses housed in 
a historic property, individual homeowners of historic homes including those listed on the 
Massachusetts or the National Historic Registers, and public entities. 

Since the very beginning of the Festival, the organization has consistently looked to 
educate the community about the importance of preserving buildings and other artifacts. 
The Festival, which annually attracts thousands of young people, is an exciting event which 
enables meaningful investment in traditional preservation projects while exposing guests to 
the history that surrounds them.  To further the goal of building for the future, the Festival 
established an annual scholarship program that explicitly states a preference for applicants 
who will be pursuing studies in historic preservation or related disciplines and for those 
who have volunteered at the Festival as a student. 

Since the impact of the Festival’s mission is effectively multiplied through its large network 
of Preservation Partners (each of the organizations has been funded by the Festival), it’s 
important to consider how those investments impact local preservation projects, stimulate 
community engagement, and celebrate a wide-range of art, cultural, and placemaking in 
each community. 

“The Methuen Festival of Trees was born as part of an effort to save Methuen’s historic 
Tenney Gate House which had been abandoned and on the verge of collapse. Since then, 
historic preservation and restoration have been at the heart of our mission.  Due to the 
phenomenal success of our Festival, we have invested nearly $2 million and have part-
nered with over 30 organizations in 19 communities in Massachusetts and Southern New 
Hampshire to provide hope and support for countless significant historic preservation and 
restoration projects. As we plan for our 25th Festival of Trees, we celebrate our ability to 
preserve history and the opportunity to introduce tens of thousands of annual visitors to 
the importance of preservation!” - Thomas R. Lussier, President

The Methuen Festival of Trees was established in 
1994 to help raise funds for the restoration of the 
Tenney Gate House located at the entrance to 
Greycourt State Park. Once abandoned and on 
the verge of collapse, the Tenney Gate House is a 
symbol of the success of a community of volunteers 
who worked together to save this unique building. 

Once the Gate House restoration was completed, 
the Festival began to redirect its income to other 
Methuen restoration and/or preservation projects. 
Today, the Festival offers $10,000 matching grants 



Planning Office for Urban Affairs

In its role as a nonprofit developer affiliated with the Archdiocese of Boston, POUA is in a 
unique position to evaluate prospects for historic preservation at both active and former 
parishes, and at Archdiocesan properties. The office looks creatively at former school build-
ings, convents and churches, using these vacant buildings when possible as an opportunity 
to reinvent them into housing. Since many of these properties are historic in nature, this 
also serves the purpose of preserving the buildings’ histories and physical structures. POUA 
is also uniquely positioned to work with other non-profit organizations who do not have 
development capacity, to help them preserve historic buildings as part of their missions. 

POUA also uses preservation work to create a larger conversation around developing 
affordable housing, creating integrated communities, finding solutions to homelessness, and 
starting important policy discussions around both preservation and how the tax law affects 
this work.  One example of this is a recent op-ed piece in the Boston Globe co-authored 
by POUA’s President Lisa Alberghini titled “The new tax law cuts a hole in charitable giv-
ing”, which brings attention to how the tax cuts and changes in January this year effect both 
historic preservation and affordable housing. This piece helps further the public conversa-
tion on how policy changes can negatively impact the preservation of historic buildings, and 
slow the creation of affordable housing and finding solutions to homelessness.

The Office’s approach to working with historically significant buildings has two objectives: 
to preserve important structures and honor their historical significance, and to accomplish 
key goals important to POUA’s mission. Through historic preservation, the Planning Office 
works to provide housing to those in need; create mixed-income housing in communities 
where neighbors with different economic backgrounds can co-exist; provide workforce 
housing for middle income families; develop safe and secure housing for the elderly; and 
build housing for the vulnerable and those of extremely modest needs. 

“The Planning Office for Urban Affairs is honored to be a recipient of the Paul & Niki 
Tsongas Next Generation Award.  We are very excited to continue our work in historic 
preservation, and are especially interested in contributing to this movement by provid-
ing affordable homes for vulnerable populations while also preserving magnificent historic 
structures. Bringing new resources to the preservation movement by combining our hous-
ing development work with historic preservation is a real win-win for both, and helps us all 
accomplish our shared objectives.” - Lisa Alberghini, President

The Planning Office for Urban Affairs (POUA) has been 
at the forefront of preserving and adaptively re-using 
historic structures in Massachusetts both to maintain the 
character of buildings and to transform them for use by 
future generations.  From historic churches to schools 
and mill buildings, POUA has identified buildings that are 
a part of the historic fabric of communities and formed 
key collaborations to preserve history while, at the same 
time, serving a larger mission. That larger mission is at the 
heart of POUA’s work, namely the creation and develop-
ment of affordable and mixed-income housing that can 
also revitalize and help stabilize communities.



would like to congratulate the recipients of the 

2018 Paul and Niki Tsongas Award 

honoring the Next Generation of leaders, including

Adam Stein, Vice President of WinnDevelopment

We applaud your hard work and dedication to

historic preservation in Massachusetts.

6 Faneuil Hall Marketplace  |  Boston, MA 02109
617) 742-4500  |  winncompanies.com



Congratulations!

shawmut.com

Kelly Lyons
Recipient of the Paul and Niki Tsongas
The Next Generation Award

#ShawmutProud



The Next Generation Sponsors

Preservation Massachusetts is grateful for the following sponsors who 
make this event and our programs possible. Our collective partnerships, 
efforts, initiatives and programs reinforce the message that preservation 

bridges industry, it unites communities, it creates opportunity and is a path-
way to a better future for our cities and towns.  Together, we are creating a 

stronger preservation community for generations to come. Thank you!

Keystone Sponsors

Corinthian Sponsors

Architectural Conservation Trust 
for Massachusetts



Ionic Sponsors



Ionic Sponsors



Ionic Sponsor



Ionic Sponsors



Doric Sponsors



Corbel Sponsors
BOND

Compass Project Management, Inc.
DiMella Shaffer

John Canning & Co., Inc.

Gift Donations
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences

Pizzotti Brothers, Inc.

Doric Sponsors

Prellwitz Chillinski Associates
Universal Window & Door
Yule Development Co., Inc. 



30 Years of Tsongas Awards

When Senator Paul Tsongas received his namesake 
award 30 years ago, Historic Massachusetts had 
only been an organization for three years. Over the 
past three decades Preservation Massachusetts has 
created additional awards that have celebrated and 
recognized different aspects of preservation, but the 
Tsongas Award remains the highest honor that we 
bestow upon a person, organization or project. 
Here is a look at 30 years of Tsongas Awardees!

1988:    Senator Paul Tsongas

1989:    Governor & Mrs. Dukakis

1990:    The Massachusetts Architectural Community

1991:    Elizabeth & Ed Johnson

1992:    The Beacon Companies

1993:    WCVB’ - TV’s Chronicle

1994:    No Awardee

1995:    Bob Kuehn

1996:    Bob Durand

1997:    Boston Mayor Thomas Menino

1998:    Thomas Birmingham

1999:    The Fitzpatrick Family

2000:    The Taylor Family

2001:    The Community Preservation Movement

2002:    Besty Sure Gross

2003:    Charles Sullivan & The Cambridge 

            Historical  Commission

2004:    Senate President Robert Travaglini

2005:    The Boston Red Sox & The City of Boston

2006:    Larry Curtis

2007:    Bank of America, Robert Gallery

2008:    Massachusetts Historic Tax Credit Projects:                                                     

           The Colonial Theatre (Pittsfield), Whaler’s                          
            Place (New Bedford), The Hanover Theatre  
           (Worcester), Baker Square II (Dorchester)
2009:    Sustain Our Commonwealth, 

            Governor Deval Patrick: celebrating the  
            environmental benefits and sustainable           
            achievements of preservation projects. 

2010:    Profiles in Preservation: recognizing over 70                      
             outstanding advocates who helped create the   
             preservation community in Massachusetts. 
2011:    Our Preservation Education:  Honoring 21                          
             educational institutions honored for projects,   
              stewardship and commitment to preservation.
2012:    The Massachusetts Historic Rehabilitation Tax         

            Credit: Empowering Communities Through    

            Preservation 

2013:    Producing Preservation: Act - Behind the Scenes:           

            Telling the story of a preservation project from 
             idea through grand re-opening.. 
2014:    Producing Preservation: Act 2 - Lights, Camera,       

            Action: Telling the design, construction and engi-
            neering stories of preservation projects and the 
            people who starting making the “idea” a reality. 
2015:    Producing Preservation: Act 3 - And The Award 

           Goes To: Celebrating the finished projects that a 
            dedicated industry of professionals and advocates 
             help make possible. 
2016:     Women in Preservation: Celebrating the incredi-
             ble contributions of 50 women to the Massachu-
             setts preservation community. 
2017:    The Power of Preservation: 20 projects and 
             how their active new use are making positive 
             community impacts beyond just preserving an 
              historic building.
2018:    The Next Generation: Honoring emerging lead-
            ers and organizations in the preservation industry     
            and community. 

Congratulations to all past and present Paul & Niki Tsongas Award recipients!
To learn more about our previous recipients, view some of our award videos and other 

recognitions made by Preservation Massachusetts, visit our website. 
www.preservationmass.org/awards-dinner



What Your Attendance Is 
Supporting

The Tsongas Awards is not just an annual dinner, it is an important fundraiser 
for Preservation Massachusetts.  Your attendance tonight goes beyond this one 
evening; it goes to support the programs that we run to fulfill our mission of 
preservation advocacy and education across the Commonwealth.  We could not 
do our work without the financial support from this dinner, our memberships and 
foundation grants. Here are some of the things you make possible through your 
partnership.  

Preservation Circuit Riders: 
Our grassroots “in the field’ program 
provides face-to- face preservation support 
for individuals and organizations working 
through preservation challenges or issues. 
With two fantastic part-time professionals, 
this is the go-to advocacy assistance pro-
gram for preservation questions. 

Pre-development Loan Fund: 
We provide critical “early” funds to projects 
that restore historic buildings and are 
catalytic to the community. 

Most Endangered Historic Resources: 
Our longest running advocacy program, this 
PR and education program seeks to support 
local groups working to preserve important 
local resources.

Educational Opportunities & Outreach: 
We organize and support conferences and 
workshops for professionals and grassroots 
advocates alike all across the state.

State and National Preservation Policy: 
From work on the State and Federal 
Historic Tax Credits to supporting other 
initiatives like CPA, our voice in the 
legislature is YOURS!

For more information please visit www.preservationmass.org


