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 Learning from the Tribes of Genesis                              

 After celebrating Pentecost and Trinity Sundays, For the summer we will be focusing sermons and 

worship on the Matriarch and Patriarch stories of Genesis. Genesis came up in the regular lectionary. I 

noticed in the Sunday School room that at some point the adult class used a video series on Genesis, 

so I look forward to watching those videos myself for refresher. These stories continue to be contempo-

rary, because the issues- of family life, relationships, and commitment- are so perennial.  

I learned in seminary- and this makes sense to me- that these stories developed over several hundred 

years, maybe thousands, as several nomadic tribes used venerating of their founding fathers and moth-

ers to explain the origins of places and names, conflicts and treaties between different people groups, 

and deeply held values. The most deeply held value was their shared commitment to serve and wor-

ship Yahweh God only. Monotheistic religion evolved from its ancient Egyptian and Assyrian roots and 

tribalist gods to stand over against nature worship- the veneration of Ba’al and Astarte, with its perverse 

and unhealthy sexual practices and undependable reverence for ‘deities’ less than the One True God.  

By telling and re-telling these stories around campfires they coalesced deep values placed on Love, 

Honor and Respect.  The stories of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebeccah, Jacob, Leah and Ra-

chel, and Joseph, became the basis for the foundation of a people whose identity survives to this day.                     

                                

Upcoming Sundays:   

June 4  Pentecost Sunday Acts 2:1-21    Rev. Mark Harvey preaching (Wear Red!)  

June 11 Trinity Sunday  Bob Felner preaching      
     (Rev. Harvey at Annual Conference) 

June 18 Genesis 16-18          The Covenant of Abraham and Sarah 

June 25 Genesis 21  Abraham, Sarah, Hagar and Ishmael 

July 2     Patriotic Sunday (still to be planned) 

July 9  Genesis 22  Abraham’s Faith is Tested 

July 16 Genesis 24  Isaac and Rebeccah 

July 23 Genesis 25  The Birth of Jacob and Esau 

July 30 Genesis 29  Jacob, Leah and Rachel 

August 6 Genesis 32-35 Jacob, Laban and a Wrestling Match with God 

August 13 Genesis 37  Joseph’s Dream 

August 20 Genesis 38  Judah and Tamar 

         Mark Harvey                                            
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This article by Joe Lovino from the United Methodist News 

Service outlines prayer ministries throughout the Method-

ist Connection.   The article shows the importance of New 

Covenant’s Prayer Shawl Ministry. 

“All is prayer”: How words and actions serve 

God and others   

Intercessory prayer brings people of all ages together with 

those for whom they pray, and one another. 

When tragedy occurs, we offer our thoughts and prayers for the 
victims. When a friend is suffering through a difficult time, we 
promise to pray for them. When we have a big decision to 
make, we ask others to pray for us. 
 
Some will say that instead of praying for victims, we should do 

what we can to prevent a repeat of the tragedy. When we tell 

someone about a struggle and they say they will pray for us, a 

small part of us may wonder if there isn’t something more con-

crete they could offer. When we ask others to pray for guid-

ance, they may instead be quick to offer advice to help with our 

decision. 

So which is it? Should we pray or do something? 

For John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, this 
was not an either/or question. In A Plain Account of Christian 
Perfection Wesley writes: Whether we think of or speak to God, 
whether we act or suffer for him, all is prayer, when we have no 
other object than his love, and the desire of pleasing him. 
 All that a Christian does, even in eating and sleeping, is prayer, 
when it is done in simplicity, according to                                                  
the order of God, without either adding to or diminishing from 
it by his own choice (A Plain Account of  Christian Perfection, ).   

The Wesleyan General Rule of Discipleship teaches that a com-

plete Christian participates in both works of  piety and 

works of mercy.  Wesley taught that the complete 

Christian has a well-

rounded spiritual 

life, sometimes 

tending to his or her 

own soul and other 

times serving oth-

ers. He called these 

“acts of piety” and 

“acts of mercy.”  

 

                  

 

Acts of piety include things like reading the 

Bible, going to church, and receiving commun-

ion.  

Acts of mercy are things like offering comfort 

to others, visiting the sick and in prison, and 

working to change systems that hurt and vic-

timize people. 

For Wesley, acts of both piety and mercy are part of a life of 

prayer. “In souls filled with love,” Wesley continues, “the desire 

to please God is a continual prayer.” 

Praying for one another 

One of the ways we show love for others is by lifting them be-
fore God in prayer. Nancy Miles of Madison (Georgia) First Unit-
ed Methodist Church knows the power of these intercessory 
prayers: 

“I had cancer in 1996 and I started receiving prayer cards from 

Peachtree Road United Methodist Church in Atlanta. Our 

daughter-in-law was a member of their intercessory prayer 

team,” Nancy continues. “It blew me away that people I didn’t 

even know were lifting me up.”    

After praying, the congregants send handwritten notes, much 

like the ones Nancy received years before. “The importance of 

those cards,” Jack says, “can’t be overstated. Some recipients 

have taped all the cards they’ve received and they become a 

headboard over their hospital bed,” he reports. Another told 

Nancy, “I can’t get rid of the cards you wrote for my mom.” 

At Englewood (Florida) United Method-

ist Church, Jane Parker leads a group 

called, “Prayers & Squares, the Prayer 

Quilt Ministry.” Parker’s group is a chap-

ter of an interfaith ministry started by a 

United Methodist Congregation in Cali-

fornia nearly 25 years ago.   

Each month “our servants gather to help 

with the various tasks involved with cre-

ating a prayer quilt,” Parker reports. These special quilts feature 

loose threads called “ties” in the corners of each square.  

Prayers and Squares of Englewood United Methodist Church 

leaves loose strings at the corners of each square on the prayer 

quilts they make, creating places where others can “tie" their 

prayers to the quilt.  

                             (continued on next page) 

 

This Illustration by Discipleship Minis-
tries of The United Methodist Church 
shows how we structure our lives to 
connect with and serve God. 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/too-busy-to-pray-find-more-time-in-the-new-year
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/roots
http://www.umcmission.org/Find-Resources/John-Wesley-Sermons/The-Wesleys-and-Their-Times/John-Wesley-On-Prayer
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/the-rule-of-life
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/the-rule-of-life
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/the-rule-of-life
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-intercession
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-intercession
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/
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 ALL IS PRAYER    continued from previous page 

Relationships 

Part of the ministry of prayer is the blessing that the people who 

pray receive. Peachtree UMC member Jack reports that his time 

with intercessory prayer “drives home the truth of how im-

portant it is to communicate with our Father in heaven on a reg-

ular basis, because of the wonderful things that does to the rela-

tionship that we have with him.” Focusing people in prayer for 

others not only deepens our relationship to God; it brings those 

who are praying together. 

“I can best describe it as a connectedness,” Parker explains, “a 

bond with each of our souls and hearts that didn't seem to exist 

as fully as it does now.” 

These connections come while uniting in prayer, working on 

quilts, writing cards, and performing other loving acts. “All is 

prayer,” Wesley wrote, “when we have no other object than 

[God’s] love, and the desire of pleasing him.” 

 

 

The above article 

points out the 

value of  

New Covenant’s 

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

 

 

New Covenant’s Prayer Shawl Ministry has positively im-

pacted people’s lives for about 10 years.  In that time it has 

touched the lives of hundreds of recipients and their fami-

lies.  It has touched the lives of New Covenant members as 

we reach out to others with prayers of love and healing .The 

program started after 3 New Covenant families, the Tan-

ners, the Darbys and the Doughertys, saw the program at 

First United Methodist Church in Port Isabel, Texas. 

Jean Doughtery recalls when her mother was ill, she re-

ceived a prayer shawl from the Texas church.  Jean  was 

moved by the caring from the church that only knew her 

through her winter vacation visits and didn’t even know her 

mother at all.  The gift was so touching that the prayer 

shawl was buried with Jean’s mother. 

 

Like the Texas Church, the NC  ministry is one of caring.  Peo-

ples’ cares and prayers are in the shawl that is wrapped 

around the individual receiving the shawl. 

First Church does not dedicate the prayer shawls in worship, 

like New Covenant. But the shared worship dedication lets 

the congregation know their prayers  are woven into the 

shawl. 

Dorothy  Engelhardt and Katie Aichs were the first coordina-

tors of the program, and Dorothy continued after Katie’s 

death. 

 Over the years various people have crocheted the prayer 

shawls.  One was a neighbor of Rachel Hemmerla who made 

the shawls for several years for the church even though she 

was not a member.  Her work became her mission project . –

Since 2011 Lila Brown is the sole creator of the beautiful 

prayer shawls.  She has completed more than 230 shawls. 

Dorothy Engelhardt  continues to coordinate the money and 

the delivery of the prayer shawls. 

Contributions from the congregation pay for yarn and any 

packaging and postage costs. Loose change is collected on 

the last Sunday of each month 

Over the years most of the shawls have been given to peo-

ple outside the church.  

For the month of May Prayer shawls were given to the fol-

lowing people: 

 Mr. Westin--colon cancer   Donna Statler--Strength for car-

ing for a bipolar daughter 

Noah Puck--2 year old with intestinal bleeding with fear of 

sepsis      Gene Tanner--In hospice 

Ann Waters--Death of her brother 

 

  The following thank you notes were received: 

"Thank you for the prayer shawl.  I really will make use of it 

now that I've had my 2nd stroke."   Terry Hagstrom 

"Thank you for the prayer shawl for Noah.  When he re-

ceived it he immediately wrapped it around himself and 

grabbed and hugged the pew buddy bear that accompanied 

it.  As you can tell he loved it."  (Paraphrased from a report 

by his grandmother who 

delivered the shawl and a 

pew buddy to him in the 

hospital.) 
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EUNICE CIRCLE 

MAY 31 MEETING Eunice Circle will meet on May 31 a 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall for a simple supper and to discuss advertising 

and organization for the Silent Auction.  This will replace the May meeting  which had to be cancelled.   

JUNE 14 We will again meet on Wednesday, JUNE 14 where will begin work on organizing items for the Silent Auction.  We tradi-

tionally order pizza so that we can work and talk while eating.  In the following week we will continue to work on organizing items a 
little each day without the pressure to do it all at one time.  Working days will be determined as we go along.  We continue to NEED 
ITEMS (gently used, and hopefully something of some value).    Hope to see you at Circle for fun, fellowship, and work for a good 
cause . 

JUNE 22 SILENT AUCTION AND DINNER 

Mark your calendars for Thursday JUNE 22 for our annual SILENT AUCTION AND DINNER.  The delicious dinner will be served at 6:00 
pm but doors will be open at 5:30 so that you can get an early preview of items.  Then, following dinner  bidding will be open until 
about 7:15 after which you will discover what treasures you were able to get.  There is no charge for the dinner but a freewill bas-
ket will be placed nearby for donations.  We have discovered that the men enjoy this evening as much as the ladies, so all are wel-
come.  We have invited several churches in the area but please spread the word to your friends of other churches and to your 
neighbors.  All are welcome and it is a good way to enjoy a pleasant evening, get to meet new friends, and perhaps take home 
something from the auction that you will enjoy.  All money earned will go to the church general fund.   
 
 Meat, bread, and drink will be provided  by the church but we hope that each of you will bring 1-2 side dishes to complete our 
smorgasbord feast.  We also need lots of items for the bidding tables.  Please search your house for those "treasures" that you 
would like to donate (household, personal except for clothes, glassware--something practical or perhaps something of value)  Items 
will be arranged on large tables for general bidding as well as a "minimum bid" table for those more valuable items.  Bring your 
items to church and place them on the stage marked silent auction, or if you prefer, please call Rachel Davis Hemmerla at 960-
8033 to arrange pickup or for more information.  If possible we would like to have all items at church by June 18. 
 
Come-- bring your dishes, bring your items and invite your friends and neighbors for a fun filled evening of fellowship, food, and 
goodies.  We'll see you there. 

 

TRIVIA NIGHT  Thank You                                                                              
On Saturday, May 13 Fellowship Hall was filled with lots of peo-
ple with lots of facts in their heads where they competed for 
fun and prizes.  Thanks to Jim Hudson and his crew who orga-
nized the night.  A fun time was had by all, and about $1500 
was raised to help pay for necessary electrical upgrades for our 
kitchen.  Thanks to all who attended. 

NURSES FOR NEWBORNS SHOWER  Thank You 
Thanks to all of you who contributed to the shower for Nurses 
for Newborns.  Ray Engelhardt delivered a total of $110 in cash 
and more than $300  worth of diapers, wipes, clothing, and 
blankets., etc.  As always, the association was pleased with 
what New Covenant did for them.  Thank you again for helping. 
 
COMING UP ALZHEIMERS SUNDAY  June 25 
On June 25 New Covenant is asked to "Go Purple" in honor of 
Alzheimer's Awareness in the month of June.  That Sunday you 
are asked to WEAR SOMETHING PURPLE in honor and memory 
of those with memory concerns.  As our bodies and minds 
begin to fail with age, we know that the God's spirit resides 
when speech and personal recognition no longer exist. His spirit 
lives with us on this earth until we pass into the eternal life with 
Him.    Alzheimer’s Association resources will be availa-
ble.  Dorothy Engelhardt is the Faith Ambassador for New Cove-
nant to the association.  Ask her for details or how to be con-
nected with the association. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendar for June 22  

Annual Silent Auction.   

                               AN INVITATION  

What:  New Covenant Annual Silent Auction 

When:  Thursday, June 22 in Fellowship Hall 

Schedule:  Doors open at 5:30 for browsing and si-
lent bidding 

Dinner 6:00 pm.  A smorgasbord of food. No charge 
but free will offering 

Continued silent bidding following dinner until 7:15 

When bidding closes  Wait to see what treasures 
you will take home. 

The auction is open to all.  Please invite your neigh-
bors.   

To arrange to donate an item see Rachel Davis 
Hemmerla or  give her a call at 960-8033. 

Proceeds benefit the church general fund. 
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Sunday   Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

May 31 

Eunice Circle 

1 Thursday 

 

8 PM AA 

2 Friday 3 Saturday 

Boy Scout 

BBQ 

4    9:00 a.m.  

Worship  

Pentecost 

  

11 

9:00 a.m. 

Worship 

5 

 

 

6 7 

 

 

8 

 

8 pm AA 

9 10   

 

12 

 

13 14 

Eunice Circle 

 

15 

 

8 pm AA 

16 17 

Boy Scout BBQ 

18 

9:00 a.m. 

Worship 

19 

 

20 21 22  Silent Auc-

tion &  Dinner 

8 pm AA 

23 24 

 

 

25                         26 

9:00 a.m.               

 Worship              

27 28 29 30 

NEW COVENANT CALENDAR: JUNE, 2017 

 JUNE  ANNIVERSARIES 

June 7—Harry & Thelma Urich 

June 21—Revs. Mark & Mary 
Harvey 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

June 2—-Irene Savoldi 

June 3 —Luke Bigham 

June 8 —Ken Meyer 

Birthdays continued 

June 14 —Michael Gum & 
Lobirri Kenule 

June 17 Rev. Lee Porch 

June 20—Steve Tate 

June 22—Jennifer Jaros 

June 27—Kim Bigham & Clay-
ton Smith 

June 30—Geitor Wesseh 

Wednesday, May  31 —6 pm Eunice Circle (make up meeting) 

Saturday,  June 3 —Boy Scout BBQ at new location Loughborough Plaza (Also June 17) 

June 4—Pentecost Sunday (Wear red!) 

June 8-12—Mo. Annual Conference in Springfield, Mo. 

June 11—Bob Felner of Zion Church will be preaching 

June 14 6:00 pm — Eunice Circle 

June 17—Boy Scout BBQ 

June 22—Silent Auction and Dinner,  Doors open at 5:30, Dinner at 6:00 

June 25—Wear something purple to worship for Alzheimer’s awareness 
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900 Bellerive Blvd.  

St. Louis, Mo. 63111  

    314.353.7879      

www.covenanttogether.org 

office@covenanttogether.org 

WORSHIP 9:00 a.m. Sunday 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 a.m. 

May 31—Make up Eunice Circle 

June 3 & 17 Boy Scout BBQ  

June 14 Eunice Circle 

June 22—Silent Auction & Dinner 

 

 

FOCUS AREAS 

Since 2008 the connectional mission and ministry of the people of the United Methodist Church has been 

undergirded by four areas of focus.  The Council of Bishops first named them to identify areas in which to 

focus the ministries of United Methodists.  The following focus areas were chosen:  developing leaders, 

new places for new people, ministry with the poor and global health.  Focusing on these ministry  goal s 

would help reach the church’s mission of making disciples for the transformation of the world . 

Developing Leaders: 

Each congregation is encouraged to develop a “Culture of call” that affirms and nurtures those called both 

to ordained and lay ministry. 

New Places for New People 

Church members are encouraged to grow in their understanding of what it means to be followers of Jesus Christ and to be United 

Methodists.  As their faith strengthens, these people will be able to carry messages of faith to others. 

Ministry with the Poor 

To be in ministry with the poor means we share in ministry with them, recognizing their gifts as well as their needs.  Ministry to 

the poor means we work to challenge systems that create and perpetuate poverty.  It means that we develop relationships with 

those that we serve. 

Global Health 

The United Methodist Church has projects underway in Liberia, Nigeria, Democratic Republic of Congo, Mozambique, Haiti and 

the United States to emphasize Abundant Health for All.  Among the health initiatives are programs to treat childhood illness and 

encourage healthier lifestyles. 


