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UPCOMING CONFERENCE OPPORTUNITIES 
I often hear, “We don’t get our money’s worth from The Annual Conference.”  First, it is all God’s money. 
Second, we are United Methodists together, not just local church members. When we give to 
‘apportionments we ARE giving to “The Church.” And because we are connected to each other we efficient-
ly share learning and fellowship opportunities. Coming up:  
 
Meeting in June, with planning before, our Conference adopted three mission priorities: New Missional 

Leaders, New Places for People, and A Pathway out of Poverty. We seek to add new leaders and grow the 

leaders we have; to form more small groups, especially meeting beyond the walls of our churches; And by 

forming partnerships with schools we will take literacy head on, since children who cannot read at the third 

grade level likely will never learn, so will not be employable, so cannot break out of poverty. Our Confer-

ence Action Plan Kickoff will be September 8, 10am to 3 pm, at Kirkwood UMC. You can join others to 

learn how we will accomplish these objectives together, and how our local church can be involved.  

High School Youth can choose to attend the first session of our NextGen Academy September 22, 9:30-3 

at our Conference Office in Columbia. They will learn leadership skills, Bible, and even financial skills for 

managing money.  

The United Methodist Men will have their Fall Retreat at Pinecrest Camp near Fredericktown, September 

28-29. Go online to register.  

The Conference will offer more thorough training in how to establish and maintain church-school partner-

ships.  It will be offered online. These Pathway Out of Poverty Webinars are October 18 and November  

13.  Go to www.moumethodist.org to register.   

February 19-21 our General Conference will meet in Saint Louis to deliberate and decide on ‘The Way For-

ward:’ how we will address the rift in our denomination over acceptance of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgendered and Queer (LGBTQ) members, pastors and Bishops. We will have large group conversa-

tions beforehand. Join others at Webster Hills UMC on October 7 at 7 pm, or at Lafayette Park on Octo-

ber 10 at 10 am.   

For several decades we have gathered at the State Fairgrounds annually for The Festival of Sharing. This 

year’s ‘Festival’ will take the form of several ‘Sharefests’ across the State. One will be in Ferguson on Oc-

tober 12.  

Need help with personal Financial Management stresses? Our Conference is doing a Training Event called 
“It’s Not About Money” October 3, 9am to 3 pm, at the Hampton Inn in Columbia.  
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WORSHIP 8:55 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 a.m. 

Reminders:     

Sept. 8: Conference Action Plan 

training at Kirkwood 10-3   

Sept.12:  Eunice Circle - 6 pm              

Sept. 17: Church Council 6:30  

Sept. 29: Bellerive Day 

OUR ACTION PLAN FOR CONFERENCE MINISTRY       

 
I have worn glasses since second grade. They have changed in size, 
shape and color over the years. They have gone from single focus, to bi-
focal and to trifocal. Yet, they still do what glasses are supposed to do: 
Focus my eyes, so I can see clearly! At this year’s Annual Conference, we 
presented and adopted an action plan for the Missouri Conference. It has 
three priorities:  
     1. New places for new people.  
     2. Missional leaders.  
     3. A Pathway out of poverty. 
     
Our action plan, like putting on glasses, will help bring focus and clarity to our work and ministry. We hope the prior-
ities will bring more direction to how we engage our communities around Missouri as we go about our mission of 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, and our vision of relentlessly leading our 
churches to become outwardly focused and spiritually centered Christ followers. This fall, I encourage each church 
to ask how they can individually and collectively begin to practice these three priorities in their own settings. 
     
Regardless of the resources you have (or don’t have); regardless of the resources your church has (or doesn’t 
have), you can focus and make an impact on raising up new missional leaders, creating new places for new people 
and creating partnerships with schools to open up pathways out of poverty.  The key is to focus and get started! 
Start something today, no matter how small it might be. Start something today. Who knows what impact you could 
have on a life? 1 Colossians 2:6-7 (The Message), it says, “My counsel for you is simple and straightforward: Just 
go ahead with what you’ve been given. You received Christ Jesus, the Master; now live him. You’re deeply rooted 
in him. You’re well constructed upon him. You know your way around the faith. Now do what you’ve been taught. 
School’s out; quit studying the subject and start living it! And let your living spill over into thanksgiving.” 
     
Start living it! Start something! Let’s see what God can do through a people called Methodist in Missouri. Who 
knows? We might just start a great awakening!                                                                                                        

           Bishop Bob Farr 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCUMC-WOODWARD SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP 
 
On Saturday, August 18 New Covenant participated in Wood-
ward's Back to School Event.  Various organizations offered 
information on their activities and our church played an im-
portant role in the day.   
Jeanne Webdell, Dorothy Engelhardt, Karen Jaros, and Tracy 
and Jack Duncan  and Sandy Zakrzewski, who with her hus-
band bought the Duncan’s home. 
We read stories, played music, and helped the kids make 
bookmarks.  Needless to say the craft table was popular.   
In addition, Irene Savoldi had a table representing and re-
cruiting kids for the Boy Scouts.   
Many of you donated book bags and various school supplies 
which will be delivered to the school to help the children now 
as well as throughout the school year.  In addition, Eunice Cir-
cle donated khaki uniform pants for bigger sized kids. 
We thank you for your generosity in this area.  This partner-
ship is part of our outreach to Woodward and the communi-
ty.   
In another event  before school started, fruit and Bridge Bread 
cinnamon rolls  were provided for the staff of the school.  Our 
NCUMC thank you notes were posted on the wall. 
 
As we can see,  there are always opportunities to volunteer 
directly with the school or to help the church as we continue 
this partnership throughout the year.  See Jeanne, Irene or 
Dorothy to volunteer your time or talents in this area.   
As the school year begins, we pray for a great, safe, and suc-
cessful year for those at Woodward and in all the schools in 
the St. Louis area and throughout the country.   

GATEWAY TO DEGREES   
At the Woodward event we obtained the following 
information and thought it might be beneficial to our 
members, their families or neighbors. 
 

What is Gateway to Degrees?
Gateway to Degrees is an initiative 
of the St. Louis Regional Chamber in 
partnership with regional higher 
education institutions and business-
es that aim to help adults return to 

school and finish their degree or certifi-
cate.  Gateway to Degrees offers free, comprehen-
sive support to help adults finish their degrees.  Their 
expert college navigators can help you understand 
your education and degree options, find the right 
college and program for you, connect work and life 
experiences to college credit, find ways to finance 
your education, and connect career and college 
goals.  This is personalized support from enrollment 
to graduation.  Their goal is to make St. Louis one of 
the top 10 regions for degree attainment by 2025.  If 
this is something that is helpful or of interest to you 
please contact Desiree Jones-Smith, College Naviga-
tor.  Her email: siree@gatewaytodegrees.com.         
Her phone number is 314-444-1138.  

CELEBRATING LABOR DAY  

Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of 
the labor movement and is dedicated to the social and eco-
nomic achievements of American workers. It constitutes a 
yearly national tribute to the contributions workers have 
made to the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our 
country.  

The first governmental recognition came through municipal 
ordinances passed in 1885 and 1886. From these, a move-
ment developed to secure state legislation. By 1894, 30 
states had adopted the holiday, and on June 28, 1894 Con-
gress passed an act making the first Monday in September 
of each year a legal holiday in the District of Columbia and 
the territories.  

The vital force of labor added materially to the highest 
standard of living and the greatest production the world has 
ever known and has brought us closer to the realization of 
our traditional ideals of economic and political democracy. 
It is appropriate, therefore, that the 
nation pays tribute on Labor Day to 
the creator of so much of the na-
tion's strength, freedom, and lead-
ership — the American worker.  

    VENDOR FAIR  OCTOBER 13  
On Saturday, October 13 New Covenant will sponsor            
our sixth annual Vendor Fair.  Vendors from various compa-
nies such as Tupperware, Pampered Chef, Partylite, 
Scentsy, Origami Owl, natural soaps, various jewelry op-
tions, several craft booths, and more will each have a table where you can view and purchase their many 
products.  Vendors have products familiar and some new and unique.  Each vendor purchases table space 
($25 for a table, 2 chairs, and a table cover)  where Fellowship Hall is filled with lots of shopping opportuni-
ties.  All profits from table rental go toward the church.  If you know of someone who would like to rent a 
table, please contact Dorothy Engelhardt at 314-353-6586.  There are still a few tables available.  The fair is 
open to the public from 10 am to 3 pm.  Don't miss this opportunity to browse, shop, and perhaps find that 
special something for yourself or a friend.  Also, invite a neighbor or friend to come as this is the way ven-
dors make contact with possible customers and create a worthwhile day for them.  Food and drink are avail-
able for purchase that day so after shopping you can relax and enjoy a refreshment. 
 

 

VISIONING SESSION UNCOVERS MINISTRY PRIORITIES FOR COMING 3-5 YEARS:  
About 30 New Covenant members attended the Visioning Brainstorm after worship on August 5. The following goals 
were set:    

1. reach out to diverse cultures, possibly through The International Institute.  Possibly some of us could take a tour 
and find out more about The Institute.  Dorothy Engelhardt suggested the Outreach Committee might take this on and 
Rev. Hyatt suggested Jim Hudson be part of this team.  

2. Re-utilization of our church building: Food pantry; Shelter in heat and cold; Music therapy; Collaborate with Wood-

ward for additional needs.                                                                                                                                                                     

3. Focus on youth/children and young families, and music.  



PRAYER SHAWLS—A CONTINUING MINISTRY OF NEW COVENANT UMC  

Prayer Shawls were given to:  

Charlie Brown--undergoing radiation and dialysis 

Michelle and Sandy Sabin--Death of their husband and father, Joe 

Thanks to Lila Brown for crocheting the shawls and to Ray and Dorothy 

Englehardt who oversee the distribution of the shawls. 

 

EUNICE CIRCLE— SEPTEMBER 12 AT 6:00 P.M.  

After our summer break, Eunice Circle resumes in Fellowship Hall.   For dinner Dorothy Engelhardt, Ra-

chel Hemmerla, and Lila Brown will act as the hostesses to provide the main dish but salads, sides, appe-

tizers, and desserts are welcomed.   

We need 2-3 volunteers for salads/sides or appetizers and 2 volunteers for dessert.  Please let Dorothy  

Englehardt (314-353-6586) or Jean Dougherty (314-892-5135) know what you plan to bring.  There is 

always an abundance of good food so bring an item this month or wait until next month to bring your 

BELLERIVE DAY 

SEPTEMBER 29        

 

Bellerive Days is rapidly approaching.   

Rachel Hemmerla is organizing the registrations 

for the houses in the neighborhood who will 

participate in the sales that day.   

Ken Meyer is in charge of the outside food.  

Carol Bigham is heading the bakery area featur-

ing homemade baked goodies as well as Sue 

Decker's famous cinnamon bread.   

This year New Covenant will also 

have  rummage sale tables in Fellowship Hall.   

 

More items needed.   

While we have some  items already, we need 

more in order to make the sale a success.   

Here is the information and what 

you can do to help: 

 

Share the information: 

 

BELLERIVE DAYS ANNUAL SALE  

FEATURING OVER 30 HOUSES  

WITH SALE ITEMS 

Saturday, September 29  

from 8 am until 3 pm 

 

Bakery area--Donate a baked item and offer 

to help.  Call Carol Bigham (314-487-5908.) 

 

Outdoor food area--Featuring burgers, hot 
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Bellerive Day 

Sept.  8:  Conference Action Plan Kickoff Training at Kirkwood UMC, 10 am to 3 pm           

Sept. 12: Eunice Circle 6 pm                                                                                                                   

Sept. 17: Church Council 6:30 pm 

Sept. 29: Bellerive Day                                                                                                                         

Sept. 30-Oct. 4: Pastor on Vacation  

Oct.  13: Vendor Fair 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Sept. 2—Doug Carlson & Sandra Lee 

Sept. 3 —Paul Pillow & George Kindler 

Sept. 6 —Karen Bender & Sue Decker 

Sept. 7 —Rachel Hemmerla 

Sept. 14—Jessica Smith 

Sept. 17 —Luke Hemmerla 

Sept. 21 —Jan DeSmith 

Sept. 24— Sierra Hogeland  

Sept. 25 —Rosalee Specht  

Sept. 28 —Zorbari Kina  

Sept. 30 — Sam Duncan  

ANNIVERSARIES 

Sept. 8 —Charles & Denise Smith 

Sept. 19—Richard & Sandra Lee 

Sept. 26—Tom & Jean Dougherty 


