
GLCT announces auditions for the upcoming play

AN EXPERIMENT WITH AN AIR PUMP  by Shelagh Stephenson.

All roles are open.

Directed by Chris Robinson.

Auditions: August 27 and 28, 2018,  7:00pm to  8:00pm  -  Rehearsals begin Monday, September 10, 2018.

Production Dates: October 12 - 28, 2018.  -  Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Sundays at 3 p.m. One Saturday at 3 p.m.

AUDITION DETAILS

Auditions will be held at GLCT, located at 160 W. Main St. Lewisville TX 75057. (Parking and entrance in the back)

Sign up for an audition time at www.signupgenius.com/go/409054baead2fa0fa7-welcome

Please prepare two 1-minute contrasting monologues. (We may only see one.)  Some may be asked to stay for cold-readings from the script.

Please bring a headshot and resume. Certain dialects may be required. (standard British, geordie and lowland Scotland) While actors should 
be able to approximate the age/type of the subjects in the painting by Joseph Wright of Derby, all ages, types and ethnicities encouraged.

Call backs may be held Wednesday August 29, 2018 starting at 7:00pm at GLCT.

 ABOUT THE PLAY

1799—On the eve of a new century, a Northern English house buzzes with scientific experiments, furtive romance, and farcical amateur 
dramatics. Present Day—In a world of scientific chaos and genetic engineering, the same house reveals a dark secret buried for 200 
years. An exciting play with a twist you won’t see coming!

 REHEARSALS

Rehearsals are typically Monday thru Friday 7:00pm to 10:00pm, with occasional weekends.  Please be prepared to list all conflicts 
between the audition dates and opening night.  All peformers must attend all technical rehearsals and performances.  GLCT offers a $50 
stipend to all performers.

 BREAKDOWN OF CHARACTERS 

AUDITIONS

Dr. Joseph Fenwick/Tom: Fenwick is a radical physician who believes 
that republicanism is the way forward. He has a fairly cynical view of 
the world and is a scientist because he “want[s] to change the world”. 
Tom is Ellen’s husband and is an English lecturer but he has been made 
redundant. Therefore, he is depressed and has concerns about Ellen’s job.

Susannah Fenwick/Ellen: Susannah is the wife of Joseph Fenwick. She 
is, in some respects, the 1799 equivalent of Tom, with a passion for 
reading, poetry and art. Susannah overcomes issues with her husband 
about love and respect throughout the play, though it is clear she drinks 
heavily and relies upon childish behaviour to gain the attention she so 
desperately requires.  Ellen is a geneticist who is being persuaded to 
take a job that is being offered to her from Kate’s company.

Harriet Fenwick/Kate: Harriet is the daughter of Joseph and Susannah 
Fenwick and the sister of Maria. She admires her Father but loses her 
temper easily. Kate is Ellen’s friend/fellow geneticist who offers her a 
job at her company. She is in direct conflict with Tom for most of the 
play as they both have opposing views on the conduct and morality of 
scientific exploration.

Maria Fenwick: is also the daughter of Joseph and Susannah Fenwick 
and is the sister of Harriet. She always wants to be the centre of attention 

and is in constant competition with Harriet to see who can be the better 
daughter. She is engaged to a character who is never seen on stage 
called Edward.

Peter Mark Roget: is the only character in the play based on a real person- 
the creator of Roget’s Thesaurus. In the play, he is a character in whom an 
inward moral battle rages about the ethics of science, though he maintains 
that he is a scientist because he wants to “understand the world”.

Thomas Armstrong/Phil: Armstrong is a cold, ruthless physician who 
is particularly interested with the structure of the human body. He is 
staying with the Fenwicks after Dr. Farleigh (a character never seen 
on stage) persuades Dr. Fenwick to “take him on for three months”. 
Phil is a geordie building surveyor who is surveying Ellen and Tom’s 
house which they are planning to sell. He offers human compassion 
and comic relief in the play.

Isobel Bridie: is the maid of the Fenwick household. She is originally 
from lowland Scotland and has a hunchback. Although timid, Isobel 
has a passion for words and it is evident that she is an intelligent, 
though self-conscious person.


