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Our pupils meet the Southern California Rose 
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We are coming towards the end of yet another successful school year. 
Children are looking forward to their sports day and end of year mass. 
Summer temperatures have been stable and children have all enjoyed trips to 
the beach and generally playing outside. Our vegetable and herb garden is 
flourishing as you will see from photos on our website. This is our first year 
not having heat on during May and June. This is down to reasonable 
temperatures and the effectiveness of the new windows and insulation. 
 
 

Recent events 
Both our girls’ and boys’ teams competed in the FAI 5-aside soccer 
competition held in Castlebar.  
We also competed in the Cuman na mBunscol gaelic league for boys and 
girls.  
Children competed in the Scór competition with a ballad group, set dancing 
and singing. Our scores were very commendable with Caroline’s set dancers 
winning their category. 
Second class students received the sacraments of penance and Eucharist. 
Confirmed pupils and first Holy Communion Students participated in the 
Corpus Christi parade through the town. 
As part of their exploration of local history, sixth class visited Burrishoole 
Abbey. 
Our school staff attended a weekend course in the school on the HANDLE 
technique. We are already using this approach in special education and 
believe that there is great merit in extending a range of the techniques to all 
students. It is particularly helpful when dealing with stress or anxiety. 
 
Summer Activities on Newport NS Campus 
Our school will be used extensively throughout the summer as we continue 
to promote activities for both children and adults. 
A summer camp for children will be run at the school during the third week 
of July by teachers Sinead English and Aisling Doherty. Full details are posted 
on the website. 
 

National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) will be offering a trial FREE bus 
service 3 times daily from Newport to Ballycroy National Park, via Mulranny, 
and to Letterkeen Bothy, to encourage visitors AND locals to enjoy these 
wonderful amenities right on our doorstep.  The school grounds will be the 
drop-off and pick-up point for the 20 seater buses.  Full details including 
maps and timetables will be erected at the school next week.   
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Sports Day 

Ms McLoughlin’s Music Class 
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As always, the school car park is available to visitors throughout the summer 
months. 
 

We are running July provision for children in our Explorers’ Junior and Senior 
classes. This is being provided by Linda Cheatle, Aisling Doherty, Liz Hughes, 
Pauline Morrin, Laoise Walsh and Norah Kelly. This is organised in the school 
each year by Bríd McAuley. 
 

We are also providing professional development for teachers in the school 
during the first week of July. Twenty five teachers have enrolled on the 
course which will help them upskill in their professional improvement. 
 

Improvement works 
We will attend to landscaping and provision of parking in July. We are 
continuing our school improvement work as a further two classrooms are 
being upgraded over the summer. Our new hall is a great asset to both the 
school children and to the broader community. We are in the process of 
making provision for one wall handball. 
As usual we will make this fantastic facility available to groups outside of 
school hours. Booking is through the school and providers of classes need to 
have their own insurance and garda vetting. 
 
New Appointments 
The Board of Management is pleased to offer permanent contracts to Linda 
Cheatle, Aisling Doherty and Máire McLoughlin, all of whom while working 
as temporary teachers have made a very valuable contribution to school life. 
We are delighted that they will continue to work in our school. We are 
recruiting an additional SNA bringing the number of SNA’s to seven. 
 
Parent Association 
We are very fortunate to have a committed and active PA. Throughout the 
year many parents gave of their time to attend events and provide delicious 
refreshments in the school. They have welcomed many new families to our 
school community. They always represent the school positively and we are 
also very grateful for the effort they put into fundraising. The highlight of 
the year was the Christmas Fete which was a lovely occasion to bring 
families together. The Board of Management would like to thank the PA for 
a cheque for €1,000 which will go towards renovating two classrooms 
during the summer break. 
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Fundraising 
We are very grateful to all the families who took a card in the Silver Circle this 
year. We realise how difficult it is to ask friends and neighbours for money 
when times are hard. The money forms a very valuable part of our budget and 
will be spent carefully on the projects listed above.  
 
Children’s School Reports 
Shortly, you will receive the pupils’ end of year reports by email.  Next year’s 
calendar has been added to the website. Book lists are being compiled and 
when complete will be available on the website. 
 
1st Class School Tour 
First class had a wonderful day on our school tour in Achill.  Our first stop was 
the deserted village where we learned about what life was like 200 years ago.  
We discovered that it was normal for about fourteen people to live in a house 
that was not much bigger than our bedroom.  What was even more surprising 
was that these people had to share the house with a cow, a pig and some 
chickens!  We then went to the aquarium.  We saw lobsters, sea urchins, 
scallops and a baby shark.  We held a starfish and were spat at by a clam!  
After our tour of the aquarium we did an art workshop where we created our 
own lobster and decorated their tank.  We finished the day at a nearby 
restaurant where we had a lovely lunch before returning home to Newport.  
 
5th Class 
At the end of a very happy and successful school year, the Fifth Class pupils 
have named the following activities and trips and their highlights: 
Class Halloween party, science show in Turlough museum with Declan 
Holmes, PE and Art lessons, the Sale of Work fundraiser before Christmas, 
busking with Ms Connolly and the Gospel Choir in Castlebar, comedy 
performance in Westport Town Hall, the clean up at Mulranny beach, the 
bouncy castle in the school hall that Liz treated us to, the trip to Sligo to a 
theatre, sports day and our tour to Athlone. 
We’re all looking forward to another busy year in Sixth Class! 
 
Senior Explorers 
The Senior Explorers have had a very busy last term. We have all worked very 
hard this year and we have enjoyed our last term in school in particular. We 
planted potatoes in April and have watched them grow with anticipation and 
we have enjoyed the produce! We started swimming classes in Westport 
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learn to 
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Infants! 
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Woods in May which all pupils loved and all pupils have progressed extremely 
well. We really enjoyed our school tours to Westport House and Achill and our 
Sport's Day at the pitch. We have made the most of the good weather and 
have enjoyed trips to the playground, the shop for ice-cream and a walk 
on the Green Way to the Riverside Cafe.   
 
Junior and Senior Infants—the life cycle of the butterfly 
Junior and Senior Infants watched the life cycle of the butterfly unfold before 
their eyes. Each class had their own live butterfly garden containing 5 
caterpillars. The children watched in awe as the caterpillars built cases around 
their bodies called chrysalis. Inside the case the caterpillars bodies turned into 
butterflies. After about 10-12 days the chrysalis split open and the butterflies 
emerged. The children were fascinated by this process. We released the 
butterflies after a few days of tender loving care! 
Music Class 
A huge 'Thank You' and 'Well Done' fr4om Máire McLoughlin to all the 
fantastic musicians who participated in music class throughout the year. There 
are various summer music schools nearby, such as Westport Scoil Cheoil and 
Scoil Acla, run over the summer months, if you wish to keep your practice up!   
  
Classes for 2017 

For 2017/2018, the class groupings and teacher allocation will be as follows: 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Junior Infants  Tish Crowley 

Senior Infants  Mary Noonan  

1st Class    Kevin Gallagher  

2nd Class/3rd Class  Máire McLoughlin 

3rd Class/4th Class  Emer O’Malley / Michelle Finnerty  

5th Class   Claire Forrestal 

6th Class   Mary O’Donnell 

Junior Explorers  Bríd McAuley 

Senior Explorers  Sinéad English  

Learning Support  Berniece Connolly, Maria Molloy,  
    Aisling Doherty, Linda Cheatle  

________________________________________________________________ 
 



6 

 

New Entrants 
We have 25 new infants joining the school in September. They were all invited to 
come to the school on the 14th of June to meet their new teacher Ms Crowley 
and SNA Ann. They set to work straight away in their classroom and were so 
motivated that we are really looking forward to welcoming them all back in 
September! 
 
Sixth Class 
This year the new entrants from 2009 have completed their time with us in 
Newport NS.  Twenty three confident young boys and girls are enrolled in 
secondary school.  We wish them every blessing in their lives and thank them for 
the wonderful example they have shown to younger pupils.  They are a credit to 
their families and community. 
 
 
Finally... 
Thank you to all our parents, who took time out of their busy schedules to coach 
children, fundraise, accompany children on outings, help with social occasions 
and always respond when we have asked for help. The staff is very grateful to 
you for your contribution to school life and for the very positive way you 
represent Newport N.S. Thank you to Fiona who uses her considerable skill to 
ensure the administration side of the school is run effectively. I’m sure you are 
all very impressed with the new website which Fiona created and used all her 
great skill so generously to populate a website which represents our school so 
well. Thank you to our SNA’s who take care of and cherish all our children 
especially those in most need of care. Thank you to our teachers whose 
professionalism ensures we provide a good learning environment for our 
children and that the potential of each child is reached when drawing up 
learning objectives. Finally thank you to the cleaning staff Mary Duggan and John 
Moore who ensure the school is clean and well cared for.  Our caretaker Martin 
Maguire does a wonderful job. Martin is dedicated to providing a safe and 
pleasing environment for children and staff. Our Board of management work 
tirelessly on a voluntary basis to implement improvement, fundraise and 
continually use their talents for the benefit of all our children. 
On behalf of all the staff I wish everyone a great summer holiday and we look 
forward to welcoming you all back to school in September.   
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5th Class had a busy year! 


