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Rental of the cabin can be made by contacting  

Barbara Samuelsen at 973-586-8454 
 

 MEETINGS HELD AT BUL CABIN 
21 Oslo Dr., Lake Telemark, NJ, ONLY FOR GPS NOT MAIL 
 
 Deadline for submission of materials for publication is the  
20th of the month prior. PLEASE NOTE! 
 
Nor-Bu  is on Facebook at Nor-Bu Lodge. 
 
 

B.U.L Cabin 
Lake Telemark, New Jersey 

Pen and Ink Sketch by Don Tripp ‘94 

                   ATTENTION   
            
 DECEMBER  & JANUARY 
 
 December 2nd, Sunday 1:00pm 
  FOOD SALE 
  See info inside 
 
 December 2nd, Sunday 2:00pm 
      ANNUAL PORK DINNER 
  See info inside. 
 
 December 15th, Saturday 6:30pm 
       ANNUAL JULEFEST 
  See info inside 
 
 December 29th, Saturday 2:00pm 
     CHILDREN’S JULEFEST 
             See info inside 
 
 January 14th, 7:00 pm 
     Board meeting 
 
 January 17th, 6:30pm 
                Business meeting with installation 
   of new officers. 
     Soup night, bring a soup to share 
           Let Kari know if you can bring a soup 
           973-627-6334 

The mission of Sons of Norway is to promote and to preserve the herit-
age and culture  of Norway and to celebrate our relationship  with other Nor-
dic countries, and to provide quality insurance and financial products to its  
members. 

      Dear Members and Friends  
                of Nor-Bu Lodge 
 
        Our roof project is progressing nicely, 
         but we continue to need your support 
         to replenish our drained coffers. 
         As we have used up a significant  
         amount of our investments to get 
         this very needed project done, it is 
         of great importance that we replenish 
         these accounts to protect the cabin 
          if needed of any other future repairs.  
         This just happened. The hot water heater 
          broke and caused havoc in back room. 
         As with our homes many needs arise 
         as the buildings age.  
 Suggestions and or questions ?   
        Contact Joe Zarnitz, BUL President 
      973-267-2052 
 
        SO FAR $12000.00 RECEIVED. WE ARE 
        AIMINNG FOR $16000.00 THIS IS  
        REALLY ENCOURAGING. WE THANK 
        ALL OF YOU WHO HAVE ALEADY 
        DONATED. 



 

 
We wish you a very  
Merry Christmas, God 
Jul and and very Happy 
New Year, Godt Nytt År. 
And remind you that we 
can help plan your travel. 

 
 GOD  BEDRING       
  
We would like to send get well wishes  
to Gladys Stene, Rita Kugler, Bob 
Haugeto, Bill Nostrand, and Maryanne 
Matyola also our own sunshine lady, 
Evelyn Hammaren 
 

      
 

  
 
 
 
NOTIFY our Sunshine Lady , Sister Evelyn Hammaren, 
973-584-8249 ASAP if you know of anyone who is sick, 
or if you wish to extend congratulations to someone,  

92 W Shawnee Tr. 
Wharton NJ 07885 
     973-663-1070 
anne@smallworld- 
      travel.com 
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       GRATULERER MED DAGEN 
 
          Kari Anna Malatak 
 Torunn Tenhoeve 
 Frode Kristian Hagen 
 Ryan Karpack 
 Samantha Lynn Gamble 
 Jordan Hammaren 
 Audun Gythfeldt 
 Love Green 
 Annelise Carew 
 Eleanor Arnell 
 Judith Randazzo 
 Margit Spector 
 Gerlinde Aloia 
 Marianne Gallagher 
 Susan Salvesen 
 Ellen Hantho 
 Bonnie Bauko 
 Laura Hanisch 
 Lynn Kuusela 
 Emma Gythfeldt 
 Joan Haakonsen 
 Ingrid Sceusi 
 Brandon Spector 
 Robert Vikse 
  

 
 

 FOOD SALE FOR 
        DECEMBER 2ND 
 
 We are getting ready for the annual December 
 Food Sale on Dec. 2 at 1:00pm. 
  
 We have these items for sale, nøkkelost, 
  norvegia, snøfrisk, ekte gjetost, blended  
 gjetost, gulost (gouda), firkløver, milkchoco- 
 late, lohengrin, “dronning” chocolate, 
 selskap chocolate, gullbrød, mokkabønner, 
 marzipan gris, Laban (seigman), tyttebær, 
 tidbits, lefse, surkǻl and rødkål, fishballs,  
 herring, mackerel, cod roe, solo, crisp bread 
 and Kardemomme. 
 

   
 

     



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Like many other similar organizations, Sons of Norway has experienced loss of members over the last 
many years.  Entering this century, District 3 had over 8000 members, whereas the number at the end of 
last year was only about 4500.  The problem has been discussed at all levels, and in all fairness to  
everybody involved, things are being done to follow up on seemingly useful suggestions.  Sons of  
Norway, the best kept secret, is what we heard.  So spread the word, participate in community events and 
tell people what a wonderful organization Sons of Norway is, and what it can do for you.  Sounds like a 
good idea, and it has undoubtedly produced some positive results from time to time.  We have an example 
of that for our own lodge, when last year we got several new members from the Scan Fest event at Vasa 
Park where the District had a table, collecting names of people interested in the organization. And a few 
actually became active members of the lodge.  Our International President in the latest issue of the Viking 
Magazine, suggests to give membership as a Christmas gift, and to remember to have application forms 
with you at all times.  Well intended, good suggestions, but there is nothing new here.  These are  
suggestions that have been made and tried before.  And when it comes to offering membership as gifts, or 
offering free membership for a year, which has also been tried by some lodges, most of the new members 
did not remain members for long. 
 
While I recognize that the number of members is a problem, leadership, or lack thereof, and I am not  
talking about the quality of the leaders we have, is probably an even bigger problem.  We have seen for 
years now that lodges are struggling to fill officer posts, and our district has had the same problem.  We 
may have the membership numbers, but what is the use of a presumably solid numbers base, when few are  
willing to step up?  Leadership succession has been talked about, but in my humble opinion, preciously 
little has been done.  I hear some talk about combining jobs, but what is the use if you don’t get members 
to step up in the first place?  We need to include discussions about leadership succession at all levels of 
the organization, and try to come up with workable solutions for this as well as membership increase. 
 
But enough about our Sons of Norway problems for now, Christmas is coming, and I look forward to  
seeing hopefully many of you at our Christmas at our Christmas events, the Food Sale and Pork Supper on 
December 2, and the Julefest on the 15th.  If you are coming to the Julefest, let us think about the people 
who are not as fortunate as ourselves and bring something for the Food Pantry.  We have not been good at 
doing it through the year, but Christmas should be special for all of us.  And if you have young folks in 
the house, don’t forget the children’s Christmas Party on December 29. 
 
Margaret and I would like to wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year with peace 
and prosperity for all. 
 
 
Fraternally, 

Audun 

       DECEMBER 2018 MESSAGE  
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FRANK, KARI, ALEX, 
ZACH, JASON & JOSEPH 

 

  THE ZARNITZ 
       FAMILY THE GYTHFELDT  

  FAMILY 

GOD JUL OG  
 GODT  NYTT ÅR 
  ANNE-LISE MEISNER 
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      508 Green Pond Road • Rockaway, NJ 07866 
                                 973-625-0110 
                      HTLchurch@gmail.com 
                    www.rockawaylutheran.org 

 

   

   Sunday Worship Sunday School 11 am 
                    Pastor Jack DiMatteo 
        Communion is celebrated every Sunday.      
         The 2nd Sunday of each month is our                      
                        Contemporary Service.  

 

                                                               
 
 
 

Saturday, December  15th, – 6:30 PM 
Nor-Bu’s Annual Old Fashioned 

Norwegian Julefest! 
 
You will enjoy our traditional Norwegian-
Scandinavian buffet –hot and cold with desert,  
coffee and tea included.       
THIS IS BYOB ONLY  
 
The “Swedish Meatballs” are coming to play for  
us and we look forward to walking around the   
Christmas tree singing and also dancig to their 
music. 

 
COST - $25.00 PERSON WITH PAID RESERVATION 

BY December  8th. 
 
 

Please make your reservations with Kari Brescher  
973-627-6334 

You can mail you check to her at 3 McDermott Pass, 
Denville, NJ 07834 

 Make check payable to Nor-Bu Lodge. 
You can also contact Kari on her email at  

karifbrescher@gmail.com 
 

 

 
              
            ANNUAL PORK DINNER 
 
 December 2nd, Sunday at 2:00pm 
 
                                Menu 
  Pork roast, potatoes, red cabbage, 
             cauliflower, salad, rolls, dessert  
                      and coffee.      BYOB 
  Cost $12.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Please make reservations with 
         Anne-Lise Meisner at 973-663-1070 
       or email anne@smallworld-travel.com 
 

          CHILDREN’S JULEFEST 
  
December 29th, Saturday  2:00pm 
      Come visit Santa Claus 
    Games and singing of carols 
 Please bring a small gift for your  
 child with child’s name on it and 
  a small plate of cookies to share. 
 
For reservations call Holly at 
908-303-1055or email at 
holly.midkiff@gmail.com  



 
 
Nils Abate.............................................................12/2019 
Stuart Anderson....................................................11/2018 
Dorothy Furst Bahnatka..........................................7/2020 
Eric Barman..........................................................10/2019 
Frank & Kari Brescher............................................2/2019 
Anne-Lise Henriksen Carew...................................3/2019 
Joe Carlsen .......................................................... 11/2018 
Artie Crane…………………………………………  12/2018 
Ellen Crane………………………………………….12/2018 
Jeff & Debbie Dirgo………………………………….5/2020 
Kim Dwyer…………………………………………….2/2019 
Judith Eriksson……………………………………… 4/2019 
Gail Garnett………………………………………….11/2019 
Audun & Margaret Gythfeldt……………………….. 4/2019 
Ellen Hantho…………………………………………..3/2020 
Iris R. Hascup……………………………………….. 9/2019 
Vega & Arthur Hendela.........................................04/2021 
Henny Henriksen..................................................12/2020 
Ilene & Walt Jacobus............................................12/2018 
Lillian Jensen..........................................................1/2019 
Barbara & Peter Johanson......................................4/2019 
Earl and Siri Kjekstad..............................................4/2019 
Stan & Hessie Kjekstad...........................................2/2020 
Irma Bergland Lafko................................................4/2019 
Debbie Landvik Larsen Felner................................1/2019 
Barbara & Joseph Lehner.......................................1/2019 
Bjorg Lema........................................................... 11/2019 
Gerda Lindstrom................................................... 12/2018 
John & Claire Loken ..................................... ….     9/2021 
Per & Marit Mikalsen…………………………………6/2019 
Elizabeth & Roy Nilsen..........................................12/2018 
William Nostrand.....................................................3/2019 
Mary & Harry Ostevik ........................................... ..1/2019 
Charly Pedersen……………………………………...5/2019 
Marilyn Pettersen....................................................1/2021 
Judy & Eugene Randazzo.....................................12/2019 
Ruth Ruediger…………………………………….…11/2018 
Gunvor Satra………………………………………….1/2019 
Ray and Carol Schutz………………………………..5/2019 
Roy & Barbara Selland……………………….……...2/2019 
Thor & Gladys Stene. ............................ ...............05/2019 
Joyce Svendsen......................................................1/2019 
Mari Svensen .........................................................1/2019 
Angie Thompson.....................................................1/2019 
Austin Thompson....................................................1/2019 
Joanne Thompson..................................................1/2019 
Robert & Mary Thompson…………………………...1/2019 
Gwyn Anne Thompson…………………………….…1/2019 
Mary Ellen Thompson………………………………..1/2019 
Garth Eric Thompson………………………………...1/2019 
Gindy Dale Thompson……………………………….1/2019 
Garon Keith Thompson……………………………...1/2019 
Gayle Elaine Thompson……………………………..1/2019 
Heather Thompson…………………………………..1/2019 
Jason Thompson……………………………………..1/2019 
Laura Thompson……………………………………  1/2019 
Thelma Thompson……………...……………………1/2020 
Barbara & Karl Peter Thorsen………………………4/2019 

Ellen & Richard Tonnesen......................................3/2019 
 
 
 You can be a booster too! Adding your name to the 
booster list helps to pay for mailing and printing. 
$ 10.00 donation to the Treasurer will put you on the 
list! Make Check out to Nor-Bu Lodge. 
Mail to: 

Anne-Lise Meisner 
92 West Shawnee Trail, Wharton, NJ 07885-2923 

If  your name is missing and you have sent in your booster,  
please let Anne-Lise know, 973-663-1070. 

 
   

The folks that help bring you the newsletter. 
Booster Club Members             

 
      Memorial 
      Boosters  
 
         
        
        
       Daniel Lema       October 2019                                  
       
       Arne & Ingeborg Strom-Henriksen  April 2019 
 
       Arne Landvik-Larsen     December 2019   
 
       Dagmar & Susan Heien      October 2019  
 
       Eileen Anderson           November 2018  
 
       Palma & Olav Brastad        December 2018 
 
        Arnt & Solveig Walaas        April 2028 
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 JILL AND EVELYN 
         HAMMEREN 
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   Don’t forget our ongoing sale of Shop-Rite   
   cards. This is an successful fundraiser.  
   Since we started in March of  2010, we have sold 
   over $100,000.00 in gift cards, that is $5000.00 for 
   Nor-Bu. Please consider  purchasing for yourself  
   or for gifts. If you wish to purchase some gift  
   cards, contact Evelyn Karpack at 973-627-5634 or  
   just mail a check for your order to Nor-Bu Lodge, 
   PO Box 317, Hibernia, NJ 07842 and let us know  
   the amount you  wish.   

 
        Nor-Bu LOV Weekend 
               January 25-27 
 
    Come enjoy a winter weekend at LOV, 
    Together with your Nor-Bu members  
    and their families.     
     Contact LOV directly for your room 
     reservations 570-461-3500 
     Let Evelyn  973-627-5634 or Audun 
    570-646-3817 know if you are going. 
 

Mama's Christmas Miracle 
© Kathy J Parenteau 
Mama told me a story a long, long me ago, not like any that I'd ever heard, 
all about a li le girl mama used to know, how I remember every word. 
Seems like a life me ago, though I remember it so well. 
It was a Christmas Eve I'll never forget as far as I can tell. 
We were si ng at the kitchen table, it was only my mother and me. 
I was dreaming of Christmas morning and all the presents under the tree. 
Dad wasn't doing that well and money was scarce that year. 
Mama found a way of telling me without me shedding one tear. 
She told me a story of a li le girl and a Christmas long ago, who came from far away, a place where it 
rarely snowed. Santa was just a dream to her, but she believed so much inside, 
that Christmas was going to be special, so she knelt by her bed and she cried. 
"Lord, let Santa remember me if not just this one me. 
I promise I won't ask for much, maybe a dolly I can call all mine." 
She closed her prayer and thanked the Lord for all that she received. 
She knew that Santa would really come if only she believed. 
She wrote a le er to Santa, unfamiliar to most girls and boys. 
Though her list was long and full, on it there were no toys. 
Only things we take for granted, like new shoes or underpants, hair bows for her sisters and gloves to 
warm her brothers' hands. At the bo om of her list she asked, if it not be too much, 
for a brand new baby doll she could hold and love and touch. 
Then Christmas morning came and she looked beneath her tree, 
Not a present to be found as far as she could see. She didn't give up hope as she heard a knocking sound. 
When she opened up her door, a great big box she found. 
She called out to her mother and dad, brothers and sisters too, 
She said, "My prayers were answered, there's something in here for all of you." 
Her daddy got brand new boots, her mother new underpants, her sisters got beau ful hair bows, her 
brothers warm gloves for their hands. 
Buried deep beneath the box was a brand new baby doll and a note that said, "Merry Christmas, I love 
you one and all." 
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GOD JUL  from 
   THE LAFKOS 

NANCY AND  
    ELSE-MARIE 
     BREKKE LUND 

  JUDY DURKIN 
   GOD JUL 
THE RANDAZZO 
            FAMILY 


