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EDITOR NEEDED
My involvement in other clubs requires me to
step down from the newsletter job, effective
after the next issue in October. This creates
an opportunity for someone else to take over
the job. Could that person be you? Let Steve
Jensen or me know if you are interested.

Airflow DeSotos!

Chairman’s Message
Hello all you DeSoto Lovers,
We are entering the “dog days of summer” here in the San
Joaquin Valley. That means hot days. It’s a time of year when
we envy those of you living in the naturally air-conditioned
climates of the coastal regions of California.
Seasons other than Summer are my preferred times to
drive my DeSotos (a 55 and 56 without air conditioning). I
can’t help reflecting often, on how we managed to get by and
get around in the days before cars and homes were airconditioned. Were we really tougher then? I can’t answer that
question. I just know that the creature comforts brought to us
by advancing technological innovation are really nice.
The change of seasons to a more salubrious type of
weather for creature comfort and enjoying our “old beasts”
conforms perfectly with the plans for our October get-together
in Bakersfield. October in the San Joaquin Valley is one of my
favorite months to get the old cars out and exercise them.
The planned drive up the Kern River Canyon to Kernville is a
spectacular excursion that you should not miss. There is a lot
more information on the Bakersfield meet in this newsletter. I
hope to see you there.
DeLoverly Yours,
Jim Gorden
See October get-together details on page 9. Ed.
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Imperial Meet Report
Imperial State Meet
Port Hueneme, CA
April 25-29, 2018
For the 4th year in a row, the northern and southern
California Imperial clubs invited the National DeSoto
Club, California Chapter, to their annual State Imperial
Meet. This year’s meet was sponsored by the Southern
California Imperial Owners, Inc. and was held in Port
Hueneme, CA, on April 25-29, 2018. (Hueneme:
pronounced “why-knee-me) Cherry and I decided to go
again since this is a really nice event put on by some
really nice people and always a lot of fun.
We had an uneventful trip to Port Hueneme.
Actually it was a bit boring. We drove from Bakersfield
down I-5 to Highway 126, into Oxnard, CA, and then
found our hotel, The Holiday Inn. I find freeways to be
boring, plus the old DeSoto ran flawlessly. I guess I
should count my blessings; we arrived safely with no
problems. We got there about 3 p.m., in time to check
into our hotel room and mingle with those who had
already arrived. Then we took a walk to see the cars that
were there. That evening we walked to the beach and
had dinner at a seafood restaurant right at the foot of
the dock.
Even though we only had 2 DeSotos at this meet,
there were several California Chapter members there.
Rob Leonard brought his ‘56 from Hawthorne, CA.
Cherry and I brought my ‘55 from Bakersfield, CA. Andre
Fonseca came from Santa Cruz, CA. He had planned to
bring his ‘59 Firesweep Wagon towing his restored
Airstream trailer, but his car did not cooperate. He
brought the trailer anyway and we all got to see it. Mike
McCloud came from Running Springs, CA, without his
car (1946 S11 Custom convertible), which he is

T he Jensen 55 Fir edome Sp or t Coup e
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Ste ve an d C herr y Jensen , ha ving a gr eat t ime!

restoring. John Tennyson (Sacramento) was there, as
was “Skip” Yarema from Las Vegas. Both of these
gentlemen are members of one of the Imperial Clubs.
Monte Pardo (Stockton, CA) came on Friday without his
‘54 DeSoto so he could participate in our Chapter
meeting on Friday. As a result, we had a quorum of
officers and could hold a meeting. (Hopefully the
minutes of that meeting are in this newsletter.)
Thursday morning we were allowed to sleep in a
bit. Then we jumped into our cars and drove to Mrs.
Olson’s Coffee Hut for lunch. I am embarrassed to
admit I knocked over my Diet Pepsi TWICE! But the
food… WOW! Very good. Cherry and I ate with Jan and
Rich Hardy and Jack Shea from the Imperial Clubs. We
have formed a strong bond with these 3 people,
making lunch very enjoyable.
After lunch we drove to the Maritime Museum. Not
quite what I had expected. This museum is a

Rob Leona rd’s 56 Fir eflite Se dan
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And that am azing 57 Dodge 9-p assenger wa gon!

showcase for hand built (from scratch – no kits here)
ships. Almost all were sailing ships complete with masts,
sails, and all the rigging. Very impressive. One ship had
over 2,000 tiny wood dowels holding just the planking on
the deck. (Think a ship only about 30 inches long or so.)
The workmanship was exquisite! There were many
paintings of ships and seascapes there as well, along with
other maritime items. But, the SHIPS… That was the
main draw.
Friday came. We had breakfast at the hotel, then
drove a few blocks to the Port of Hueneme office for a
tour. Our tour guide handed each of us a goodie bag with
lots of interesting items from the Port and explained to us
what kind of cargo they handle. Their major import is
bananas (along with an occasional exotic spider, snake,
or other critter.) It seems a large quantity of the bananas
coming into California come through Port Hueneme. We
took a bus tour through the Port and saw where the
various products come in. There are several car
companies that ship through Port Hueneme as well.
There were acres of new cars there. These came off
ships that were, like, 4 or 5 stories high, holding
thousands of cars each. We watched as one ship was
being unloaded.
Friday afternoon we went to the U. S. Navy Seabees
Museum. This is the US Navy Construction Battalion
(initials “CB” or Seabees) that builds bridges and other
support structures for the Navy. They also build
humanitarian projects for people in various parts of the
world. All of these sailors are trained and equipped to
fight if necessary and many Seabees have given up their
lives in service to their country. The museum is a tribute
to the work these men and women do. Much of their
history is documented here, plus displays of equipment
and weapons they used. This was a very interesting and
informative display that was well worth going to see.
Saturday morning brought the Imperial Club Meet car
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show and shine. There were about 18 Imperials there,
plus 2 DeSotos (my 1955 Special Coupe and Rob
Leonard’s 1956 Fireflite four-door) and a 1957 Dodge
station wagon (3 seater) in gold and white, complete
with baggage and other interesting items. There was
also a 1966 Chrysler New Yorker in attendance. The
car show was held in the parking lot of the hotel. Many
people at the hotel, plus some who saw us from the
street, came out to see the cars. It was an enjoyable
day with beautiful, sunny but comfortable weather and
gorgeous cars. We put up our pop-up and had a crowd
there with us most of the day. What a great day!
Saturday evening was the Awards Banquet at the
hotel. The meal was fabulous. We had several close
friends at our table during the event, including Rob
Leonard and Jan and Rich Hardy plus several others.
EVERYONE was awarded a plaque. There was a real
nice raffle held. We took home a few prizes from that.
Cherry raffled off several jars of her famous jellies, so I
know someone got enjoyment from this event long
after they arrived home.
I must say… It doesn’t matter which Imperial club
puts on these state meets. Whether it is the Southern
California Imperial Owners, Inc. or the Imperial Owners
Association of Northern California, these two groups
are some of the most accepting, loving, fun groups that
I have ever associated with. I have enjoyed every one
of their events (and I have been to the last four). I
have made some friends that I will cherish for a
lifetime. And those Imperials are just AWESOME
automobiles. Next year the event will be put on by the
northern group. You owe it to yourself to come and
take part in this event. You will be glad you did.
Submitted by Steve Jensen

n
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DeSotos at the Airflow Meet

Sanger and San Diego
On June 17, Fathers’ Day, Barbara and I loaded up our
Ventura
1936 DeSoto S2 Airflow III on a rented trailer and headed
north. We arrived at Steve and Linda Wilsons’ in late
afternoon, and we spent a few hours that evening and the next day getting our
DeSoto and Steve’s ready for the 55th National Meet of the Airflow Club of America.
These meets are held once a year and rotate among the Eastern, Central, and
Western regions of the club. This year, we headed for Chico.
Photos of the cars and activities are posted on the Airflow Club website at
www.airflowclub.com. This year, 25 Airflows showed up at the meet, 9 of which
were DeSotos, some of which are shown here. Can you spot the years? n

Ventura

Bend, OR. High point car of the meet.

Casper, WY

Los Angeles
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Rudkin Motor Service Story
By Rob Klyver, Chapter Historian
I stopped into my local DeSoto dealer on the way home
last week. Had a beer in the showroom, and man was it
good! … I better explain.
Every quarter I look for a local dealership from the
list of dealers at roadkill.com, one that I can drive to,
hoping I can capture some of the structure’s past as a
DeSoto dealer. Typically I drive to the dealership
address and spend a few hours on the web trying to
gather information from public sources, newspapers of
the time, libraries and local historical societies. This
time I selected Rudkin Motor Service at 505 Santa Clara
Street in the small farming community of Fillmore,
California [population in 2018 estimated 15,812], about
a 30-minute drive from my office.
In my digging I discovered quite a bit about the
Rudkin family. The Rudkins were English immigrants,
and F. H. Rudkin Sr. was an ornithologist of some note.
He served on the local water board in the Fillmore area
while water rights were being disputed amongst the
local agricultural communities in that fertile valley. But I
couldn’t find much about the dealership and the DeSoto
days from the web. Until I rustled up Terry Rudkin, that
is, via their Australian bird sanctuary that carries on
from the family collection: rudkinaviary.com.
On Thursday, June 28th, I had a wonderful
conversation with Terry about Rudkin Motors. Here is
what I learned:
Rudkin Motor Service was founded in 1930
(Fillmore population at the time was 2,893) by Francis
Harrold Rudkin Jr. Francis, known as “Rud”, was the son
of Francis Harrold Rudkin Sr. of Leicestershire, England.
At the age of 52, Rudkin Sr. (known as Frank) left
England with his family for a better life in America. They
wanted to escape the strict class structure, which would
have prevented a machinist like Rud from rising above
his station in life. Frank had entertained a visitor from
Fillmore, California, who had regaled him with tales of
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the beauty and opportunity of that place. So in 1912,
the Frank and Rud decided to sell everything and they
booked passage to America on the RMS Titanic. As fate
would have it, they were a day late in selling off the last
of their goods and they missed the fatal sailing of the
ship by one day. They settled in Fillmore, California and
took up farming. Rud bought a Fillmore auto service
business in 1928, and through his acquaintance with
Walter P. Chrysler, he was granted a DeSoto franchise in
the tiny but hopeful town in 1930.
Rud’s son, Walter Francis Rudkin, was born in about
1922. He married in 1942, and Terry (whom I spoke
with) was born a few years later. When World War 2
started Rud was about 60, too old to enlist. He figured
that cars would be in short supply with high demand
after the war. So he bought up any car he could, built an
additional building, and “pickled” the cars for sale after
the War. He made a lot of money. Rudkins added Dodge
to the dealership and later Studebaker. DeSoto went
away in 1961. Walter sold the dealership in 1974.
Terry worked in the lube rack that is now a vacant lot
to the west of the dealership when he was 16 and 17
years old, and he recalls mooning over the cars for sale
at $1,200 to 1,800! Walter was cool: he let Terry drive a
demonstrator to the prom: a gold Dodge Charger 383 4speed with Hurst shifter and a vinyl roof.
Terry has promised to send over scans of his
grandfather’s personal dealership collection and a few
artifacts for the DeSoto Club’s archives. He is a bit of an
historian himself and a Fillmore Historical Society
docent, so he “gets it” when it comes to preserving a
brand for the enjoyment and education of others.
The building is now Genmai Sushi, and Terry and his
wife dine there on occasion – in his Dad’s and
Grandfather’s office and on the showroom floor. My wife
and I will try to meet up with them there and get more
details of the Rudkin Motor Works for my next article.
Stay tuned!
Above is a Google street-view photo of the dealership.
You can also view the photos I took on June 25 at:
https://photos.app.goo.gl/mTokvscoza4pgste8 n
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Reader Correspondence
Note from Elaine Burrell
Good Morning, John,
I hope all is well with you and your family.
Thought you might want this pic of the old
DeSoto garage in Coronado, maybe for the
newsletter. We were strolling around the other
night and saw it.
We are heading to Sonoma for the month of July
and I am planning on having my dad's mechanic
check out the DeSoto and give it a
tuneup. Looking forward to driving it.
Have a great summer!

The Cal Chapter Treasury

Elaine Fotinos Burrell

From Chapter
Historian Rob Klyver
Two 1950 DeSotos are coming on
the market. I’m selling my ’50
Convertible. I’m asking $8,500 or
best offer. Contact me by email at
rob@robklyver.com.

My cousin needs to sell her ’50
Custom Club Coupe as well. She
is asking $12,000 or best offer.
(This is an old photo and it doesn’t
do the car justice.) Contact Karen
by phone at (559) 284-0093, or
Rob at (925) 899-9736.
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Meeting Minutes
Holiday Inn Express April 27, 2018
Port Hueneme, CA
Presiding: Steve Jensen, Co-Chair
Chairman Jim Gorden was not able to make the meeting.
In his absence, Co-chairman Steve Jensen made a few
introductory remarks. Chairman Jim previously scheduled
trip. Introductions: Monte Pardo – Treasurer – ’54 DeSoto
Coronado, Stockton. Rob Leonard – ’56 DeSoto Fireflite,
Hawthorne. Andre Fonseca – ’59 DeSoto Wagon, Santa
Cruz. Cherry Jensen – ‘ 55 DeSoto Fireflite,
Bakersfield. Skip Yarema – Las Vegas, NV. John Tennyson,
Secretary – ’59 DeSoto Fireflite, Sacramento. Mike
McCloud – Running Springs. Steve Jensen – Co-Chair, ’55
DeSoto Fireflite, Bakersfield.
Minutes from Turlock Meeting – January 27, 2018.
John Tennyson briefly summarized the minutes as
printed in the April, 2018 DeSoto Chapter “Delovely”
newsletter. Moved and seconded to approve minutes.
Approved unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report – Monte Pardo passed out bank
statement copies showing deposits and withdrawals since
January 27, with a club chapter balance of $8,041.44.
Moved and seconded to approve minutes. Approved
unanimously.
Turlock, CA Annual January Swap Meet – DeSoto Club
Booth.
The issue of whether to forgo the traditional January
Turlock Meet booth, business meeting and dinner for 2019
and go for a Southern CA venue near the Nethercutt
Museum was discussed at the Turlock meeting in January,
2018 but put over until this April meeting. Steve J.
advocated a change due to difficulty of traveling to Turlock
and setting up the booth and the noisy environment for a
business meeting. Steve mentioned that a Nethercutt
locale would be more appealing to Southern California
members. John T. opposed the change because of the
distance of 350 – 400 miles one-way Northern CA
members would have to travel to the Los Angeles area,
and volunteered to make the arrangements for the next
2019 Turlock booth. There was general discussion about
moving the January meeting, having the business meeting
at a later date than January in SoCal, the possibility of
changing the by-laws requiring a January meeting to elect
or re-elect officers to a later date, the problems in finding a
reliable restaurant for dinner in Turlock, and other possible
tours of interest in SoCal, such as the Long Beach Swap
Meet.
Monte Pardo made a motion to keep the January
Meeting in Turlock for 2019 only, and see how it goes, with
a possible second meeting in SoCal at the Nethercutt in
March, May or the fall, 2019. The motion was seconded by
John T. There was further discussion about whether a
7

Nethercutt venue would attract SoCal members who
have already been there anyway, and other possible
tours, such as the Peterson Car Museum in L.A., or
the Reagan Library, or the Driving Museum in El
Segundo, etc. After additional discussion the question
was called for, and Monte’s motion approved, to
continue with Turlock in January for one more year,
with no “NO” votes.
New Officers
Steve J. pointed out that election or re-election of
Chapter officers, Chair, Co-Chair, Secretary and
Treasurer, will be up next January, 2019, and that
John Boyd, newsletter editor, will also be resigning at
the end of the year. All of these positions will need to
be filled, and Steve asked that since some officers
have indicated they will not run for re-election, that
everyone consider taking on one of these offices for 2
years.
Bakersfield Chapter Meet – October 10 – 13, 2018.
Steve J. elaborated on his proposal for a chapter
state meet for the DeSoto Club patterned after the
state Imperial Meets – for October in Bakersfield. The
venue would include several tours, picnic lunch on a
tour of Kern River Canyon, a visit to a car collection,
oil museum and natural history museum, a Saturday
car show and banquet. The Red Lion Hotel location is
next door to the famous Buck Owens Crystal Palace in
Bakersfield. The Imperial and other Mopar clubs will
be invited as well. John T. said he would help with
registration. More information will be available from
Steve soon...presumably in the next chapter
newsletter.
More Participation:
Steve emphasized the need to garner more chapter
participation with more events, particularly in
Southern California. Monte suggested making hats or
shirts available with the Chapter logo. Rob L.
suggested participating in car shows at museums.
Several tour and other ideas were mentioned,
including running on-line ads or chapter ads in
Hemmings Motor News.
The meeting running late, and with no further
discussion, Steve adjourned the meeting at 5:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
John Tennyson, Recording Secretary May 3, 2018n

Treasurer’s Report
Report Date: June 30, 2018
Balance 3/31/2018
Income:
Dues
Expenses:
CALM fee
Ending balance

$7861.44
280.00
60.00
$8081.44
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“The California Chapter of the National
DeSoto Club is open to all persons of good
character who desire to own, preserve,
restore, drive, and enjoy DeSoto
automobiles.”*
It’s Delightful!
It’s DeLovely!
It’s DeSoto!
The Club Page

National Desoto Club California Chapter

include scenic drives,
interesting tours as arranged by
the host, and other activities.
Traditionally, each January the
chapter sponsors an indoor
booth in building 2 at the
Modesto Area Swap Meet in
Turlock, CA. Members can bring
parts to sell, and we encourage
membership recruitment.

Established in 1987 to encourage
the ownership, preservation,
restoration and use of DeSoto
automobiles, the NDC-CC is a chapter
of the NDC. Membership in the NDCCC is open to all NDC members who
desire to be part of the local
organization as well. Current
ownership of a DeSoto is not required
– your interest is enough. Our fiscal
year is the calendar year. Focus of
the Chapter activities is on California
and neighboring states. To join the
Chapter, contact Membership
Secretary, Steve Jensen (661) 5870395 |sjensen@bak.rr.com. Dues
are $20 annually, due by January 31
to Steve at Steve Jensen, 11101
Cave Avenue, Bakersfield, CA 93312.

Membership in the NDC-CC
includes a subscription to our
Chapter newsletter, the
DeLovely News. It is published
quarterly (January, April, July,
and October). Reader inputs are
solicited; the deadline for
submission is the first of the
month prior to the month of
publication. All articles and
photos may be submitted
electronically or via USPS. Print
photos will be scanned and
returned via USPS at the
submitter’s request.
Submissions should be sent to
the editor, John Boyd at 1201
Vista Capitan Drive, El Cajon, CA
92020 or by email to
drjohn96@mac.com. John’s
phone is (858) 997-7002.

It is the goal and usual practice of
the Chapter to hold meets in various
areas of California at least twice per
year. The meets are usually overnight
with a hotel or campground as
headquarters. They frequently

2016 NDC California
Chapter Officers
Chairman Jim Gorden, PO
Box 44066, Lemon Cove, CA
93244. (559) 730-0454 |
jim@gordenag.com
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Co-Chairman Steve
Jensen, 11101 Cave Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93312. (661)
587-0395 |
sjensen@bak.rr.com
Treasurer Monte Pardo,
1130 W. El Monte Street,
Stockton, CA 95209. (209)
474-8616 |
specs4keeps@hotmail.com
Secretary
John Tennyson, 1511 El
Nido Way, Sacramento, CA
95864. (916) 956-6280 |
johngtennyson@gmail.com
Membership &
Publicity
Steve Jensen, 11101 Cave
Avenue, Bakersfield, CA
93312. (661) 587-0395 |
sjensen@bak.rr.com
Volunteers
Club Historian
Rob Klyver, 121 Fowling
Street, Playa Del Ray, CA
90293. (925) 899-9736 |
rob@robklyver.com
Newsletter Edito r
John Boyd, 1201 Vista
Capitan Drive, El Cajon, CA
92020. (858) 997-7002 |
drjohn96@mac.com.

* (Editor’s summary) n
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“Bakersfield Sound”
National DeSoto Club
California Chapter

DeSoto State Meet
Bakersfield, CA
October 10-13, 2018

Invitation
To all members of the National DeSoto Club, NDC California Chapter, Southern California Imperial
Owners, Inc., Imperial Owners Association of Northern California, Airflow Club of America, Chrysler 300
Club, California Chrysler Products Club, and Mopars of Bakersfield:
You are cordially invited to participate in our first ever DeSoto State Meet to be held in Bakersfield,
CA, on October 10-13, 2018. Our meet hotel will be the Surestay Plus by Best Western on Buck
Owens Blvd, right next door to the Buck Owens Crystal Palace. We’re leaving Wednesday and
Thursday evenings open to enjoy that venue. Two tours and a car show with raffle and awards
banquet are planned for the Meet:
•
Thursday we will drive 53 miles up Hwy 178 to picturesque Kernville, passing Lake
Isabella along the way and stopping by the Silver City Ghost Town in Bodfish for a guided
tour ($15). After a leisurely lunch and some sightseeing (on your own) in Kernville, we will
make our way back to Bakersfield.
•
Friday the tour will be a little shorter, but we still get to put these classics on the road!
Driving 12 miles to the California Living Museum (admission $5) in the morning and
enjoying box lunches ($9-12) there, we drive about 9 miles to the Kern C ounty Museum
($8) in the afternoon. Friday evening will be our social night at Bill Ray’s Car Museum (free
admission) with a catered dinner ($13).
•
Saturday will be our car show and raffle at Chuy’s Restaurant, followed by the
Awards Banquet at Hod el’s Country Dining ($25) in the evening to round out the program.
In this packet you will find our Registration Form and a Release of Liability For m, both
of which need to be filled in, signed, dated, and returned with payment postmarked by September 19,
2018 (after Sept. 19 the rate increases). Mail forms and payment to: Steve Jensen, 11101 Cave
Avenue, Bakersfield, CA 93312. Make checks payable to NDC California Chapter, and write
“DeSoto State Meet” on your checks. I hope to see you all in Bakersfield.
DeSotoly yours,
Steve Jensen, Coordinator
661 587-0395 (home), 661 345-8299 (cell), 661 932-8793 (TEXT ONLY)
sjensen@bak.rr.com
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“Bakersfield Sound”
National DeSoto Club
California Chapter

DeSoto State Meet
Bakersfield, CA
October 10-13, 2018

What We Will See and Do
Our Meet Hotel is the Surestay Plus by Best Western. Located at 2620 Buck Owens
Blvd, Bakersfield, CA 93308. Phone: 661 800-0009. Room rates: $80.00 single or double beds,
includes full private breakfast for our event. When making reservations, mention “DESOTO CLUB”
for the group rates.
Next Do or: Buck Owens Crystal Palace. 2800 Buck Owens Blvd, Bakersfield, CA 93308
Doors open 5:00 pm, live music and dancing start at 7 pm. Ticket info and reservations: 661
328-7560. Box Office Hours: Tues-Thurs 3 pm-9 pm, Fri-Sat 3 pm-11 pm. Tickets can be
purchased at www.vallitix.com (Credit card required, $4.50 one time charge). Reservations
recommended. Museum is open, with $5.00 charge on Friday and Saturday.
Wednesday, October 10: Arrive, settle in. Informal come and go social at the hotel will
happen from 5 pm-7 pm. The rest of the evening is free. Light snacks with sodas and water will
be provided.
Th ursday, October 11: All day driving tour to Lake Isabella via the Kern River C anyon. (I
call it the Grand Canyon of the Kern River). We’ll stop in Bodfish to visit the Silver City Ghost
To wn. We will drive through Lake Isabella, and Wofford Heights to Kernville, where we will eat
lunch and have a leisurely visit in Kernville. The plan: park at Riverside Park, then go to lunch
(your choice). After lunch, you have three options: stroll through Riverside Park (on the banks of
the Kern River), visit the antique and specialty shops nearby, or visit the Kern Valley Museum.
All are recommended. At the designated time, we will form our caravan and drive the rest of the
way around Lake Isabella and back to Bakersfield. The evening will be free.
Friday, October 12: There are two local tours. First we will visit the California Living
Museum (CALM) which is a zoo made up of native California animals which cannot be released
back to the wild either due to domestication or injury. This zoo has been greatly expanded and
improved over the years and is something we Bakersfield people are very proud of. We will have a
boxed deli sandwich lunch at CALM catered by TOGO’s Sandwiches.
After lunch we will caravan back to Bakersfield with a very quick stop at Hart Park on the
Kern River, then drive to the Kern County Museum. Here you can tour Pioneer Village, a
collection of old buildings, houses, log cabins, jails, stores, an old school and church, and many
others from all over Kern County which have been set up here for our enjoyment. They also have
an excellent oil museum and display, plus an old time gas station. If we are lucky, they will have
their transportation museum set up with vehicles like wagons, stagecoaches, vintage trucks (think
Kissel and others) plus old vehicles from the 20’s and 30’s.
10
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Friday evening, our formal social will take place at Bill Ray’s Auto Museum. Bill Ray
has a collection of 40-50 cars plus pedal cars, bicycles, models, movie props, etc. Some are in
his tile store and others in the museum. We can wander the museum then enjoy a catered
dinner from Coconut Joe’s. After that, we plan to have a California Chapter business meeting.
Saturday morning, October 13: This is time for our big car show. The show will be held
at a large shopping center on Rosedale Highway, a few miles west of the hotel. We will be hosted
by Chuy’s Restaurant, which has hosted many car events in the past few years. Their
restaurant is themed and serves excellent food. In the same shopping center are numerous
other restaurants if you prefer a different kind of food or venue. Chuy’s also has a covered patio
area next to the location of our cars so we can get in the shade and still be near the cars.
Rosedale Highway is quite busy, as is the shopping center, so our cars should get good exposure
to people wanting to know more about these beautiful DeSotos and MOPARS. Cars will be
judged by people’s choice ballots by all our meet participants. Don’t lose your ballot!
Saturday evening, October 13: Saturday night is our Awards Banquet. The banquet will
be held at Hod el’s Country Dining, about 2 miles from the hotel. This restaurant is famous in
Kern County for delicious country food. We will be served buffet style from a menu, which will
whet the appetites of the pickiest eaters and fill every empty stomach to satisfaction. Show
awards will be presented, and a raffle will be conducted. We ask that each participant please, if
you can, bring an item to donate to the raffle.
Sunday, October 14: For those who stay Saturday night at the hotel, breakfast will be
served in the morning. There are no formal plans for Sunday, so you are on your own. Informal
farewell meetings and greetings for breakfast are encouraged, however, and the meet
committee will be soliciting your comments on the event. We could do this next year if you agree
it’s a success!
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“Bakersfield Sound”
National DeSoto Club
California Chapter

DeSoto State Meet
Bakersfield, CA
October 10-13, 2018

Release of Liability Form
Release of Liability:

(Must be returned, signed and dated, with your

registration)

In consideration of participation by the undersigned in the
2018 DeSoto State Meet and show in Bakersfield, California,
on October 10, 11, 12, and 13, 2018, I agree to forever protect,
save and keep the National DeSoto Club California Chapter;
Surestay Plus by Best Western Hotel, Silver City Ghost Town,
the city of Kernville CA, California Living Museum, Kern
County Museum, Bill Ray’s Museum, Chuy’s Restaurant and
Hodel’s Country Dining, and all their members, officers,
agents, employees, volunteers and assigns, holding them
harmless and indemnifying them against and from all claims,
demands, losses, costs, damages, suits, judgments, penalties,
expenses and liability of any kind or nature whatsoever arising
directly or indirectly out of, or in connection with, my
participation in this event. I further release and discharge the
organizers and each of the participants, persons and entities
referred to herein from any and all claims, demands, losses
and/or liability of any kind or nature, resulting from any of the
acts of the aforesaid in connection with this event.
I have read the above and accept the terms and conditions:
Signature of Participant_____________________________________ Date___________
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Come to the
33rd National DeSoto Club Convention
August 22-26, 2018 in
Branson, Missouri!
Welcome to the beautiful Ozark Mountains! Only three weeks left to
register at the regular rate of $45. The Convention Hotel is the STONE
CASTLE. Convention activities include a driving tour to the Titanic
Museum, a ride on the Branson Scenic Railway, a DeSoto tour to the
Auto and Farm Museum, the Celebrity Car Museum, and Bob
Schmidt’s Restoration Shop.
The Saturday NDC Car Show will be held at the Auto and Farm
Museum, with awards nanquet to follow at the Stone Castle Hotel.
Now is the time to register. Last year’s convention in San Diego was
a ton of fun, and this one promises to be great too! Don’t miss out!
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Register today for the NDC
convention!

Delo vely News
John Boyd, editor
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