
Although the commercial 
and non-commercial boating 
season was well on its way 
by early summer, AMSEA 
instructors were still busy 
conducting a wide variety of 
classes. In addition, AMSEA 
has partnered with the 
Southeast Alaska Regional 
Health Consortium (SEARHC), 
to deliver boating safety and 
alcohol prevention workshops 
in the Alaska communities of 
Angoon, Hoonah, Kasaan, 
Klawock, and Metlakatla; as 
well as in Haines and Hydaburg 
where boating safety training 
took place with traditional 
Tlingit canoes.

A few of the diverse marine 
safety workshops follow:

(Above) May 7, 2015 - Rick 
Petersen explaining DSC VHF 
radio use during Sitka Coast 
Guard/AMSEA Survival Day 
workshop for 23 charter boat 
and commercial fishermen (and 
one future mariner).

(Above) July 19, 2015 - Sitka 
Sound Science Center, Risk 
Assessment, River Crossing 
and Survival Training workshop 
participants at Indian River in 
Sitka, Alaska.

(Left) May 15, 2015 - Seattle 
Fishermen’s Memorial Fund 
training day at Fishermen’s 
Terminal.
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Marine Safety Update is published 
quarterly by the Alaska Marine 
Safety Education Association to 
provide information that furthers 
the safety of everyone who spends 
time on the water.  

Subscriptions are free with 
paid memberships in AMSEA.  
Memberships in the amount of 
$100 or higher receive recognition 
in this publication.  Memberships 
and contributions to AMSEA may 
be tax-deductible, consult your 
tax advisor.  Membership runs 
from January 1 through December 
31.  Membership dues received 
after October 1 are credited to the 
following year.  

Contributions to this publication are 
welcome.  Please submit them to: 
becky@amsea.org or by fax to 
907-747-3259.

Articles printed in Marine 
Safety Update are © 2015, by the 
Alaska Marine Safety Education 
Association, and may be reprinted 
only with express written prior 
permission from AMSEA.

           ISSN: 1542-5320

About this Publication

Printed on Recycled Paper

Scan with your mobile device 
to visit us at www.amsea.org

Connect with us at facebook.com/alaskamarinesafety

AMSEA TRAINING...(CONTINUED)
April 25  & 26, 
2015 - AMSEA 
instructor, Hope 
Merritt, instructs 24 
Spirit of Admiralty 
sailboat racers in 
flooding control 
during a pre-race 
safety workshop for 
Southeast Alaska 
Sailing (SEAS) 
at the UAS Tech 
Center in Juneau, 
AK.

April 18-22, 2015 
- Marine Safety 
Instructor workshop 
for fishery observer 
trainers in Seattle, 
Washington.

Don Bloswick, PhD teaches ergonomic injury prevention to Trident 
Seafood employees in Akutan (1 of 15 workshops that trained a total of 
477 workers). The program was funded by a Susan Harwood Training 
Grant from OSHA. Thanks to Trident for making this training available to 
their workers! (photo credit: Frank Fredregill, Liberty Mutual).
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2016 ALASKA YOUNG FISHERMEN’S SUMMIT

In January 2016, the Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program 
will host the sixth Alaska Young Fishermen’s Summit. AYFS is 
designed to provide information and opportunities for fishermen 
under 40 and/or in the business for less than five years.

The 2016 summit will continue to focus on building leadership 
and networking capacity in the Alaska commercial fishing industry 
through three days of intensive training. The fast-paced program 
will feature industry leaders providing insights on fishing business 
management, the fisheries management process, and the role 
of Alaska seafood in the global marketplace. This year, the focus will broaden to take advantage of the 
coinciding Alaska Legislative session and International Pacific Halibut Commission meetings in Juneau. 

Registration for the 2016 summit will open in September 2015. For a look at previous summit agendas, 
sponsorship opportunities or more information, please go to: 
http://seagrant.uaf.edu/map/workshops/2016/ayfs/index.php.

Westmark Baranof Hotel, Juneau, Alaska, January 27-29, 2016

IN MEMORIAM - SAILING WESTWARD
Remembering Chris Lopez

AMSEA instructor extraordinaire Chris Lopez passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, May 24, 2015 after a short, intense battle 
with cancer. His family was present.
 
Chris was a devoted father and AMSEA teacher who always had 
time to talk. He was a very personable and effective instructor 
whether he was teaching young children in Barrow or master 
mariners and maritime pilots at AVTEC in Seward, AK. He loved 
to ride around Homer in his truck, stopping to chat with friends 
or holding court at the local coffee shop. He had a long-time love 
affair with wooden boats, and spent many hours in the Homer boat 
yard, working on his 42-foot wooden schooner, Rogue. 

Many of his friends and family members called him “Mr. Safety.” A 
natural born teacher, he travelled all over Alaska teaching courses 
in marine safety, cold water survival and navigation, often through 

AMSEA. He also built a submersible chair and started an independent nonprofit providing helicopter 
egress training. Most recently, he was working with the local college to bring more diverse marine training 
to Homer.

He will be missed by his family and friends including AMSEA staff who worked with Chris and appreciated 
his sense of humor, competence and commitment to marine safety training. Chris leaves a big hole in 
the Alaska marine safety instructor network, and a hole in the hearts of all of us who worked with him at 
AMSEA. 

Chris Lopez teaches the finer 
points of the chain swim in 
Pt. Lay, Alaska in 2011.
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Ocean Search and Rescue (OSAR) training has been provided by AMSEA instructors for the Palmer 
Station, Antarctica, Ocean Search & Rescue team since 1991.

PFDs are a familiar 
wardrobe item at 
Palmer Station. If 
the science staff 
at Palmer are not 
‘doing science’ on 
the water from an 
inflatable boat, then 
they’re on their way 
to a nearby island to 
‘do more science’, in 
support of projects 
sponsored by the 
National Science 
Foundation. Also, 
unlike anywhere 
along the coast of 
the U.S., there is no 
Coast Guard or other 
rescue services 
nearby to come to 
the rescue if there 
is a problem on the 
water.

Contract support personnel at Palmer provide facility and science support services. A small select group 
of 8-10 volunteers are drawn from the ranks of the support personnel, and are trained to provide boating 
program support and search and rescue capabilities, using a well maintained fleet of rigid hull inflatables 
boats.

Before they step onto the research vessel Laurence M. Gould in Puenta Arenas, Chile for the 4-day trip 
to Anvers Island at Palmer, these support personnel are trained in inspection and donning a cold water 
immersion suit, and proper wear and care of the specific PFD’s they will be wearing at Palmer. Also 
included in the OSAR course are topics that cover safe boat operation, and strong lessons in cold water 
immersion prevention, survival and treatment. PFD’s are a major focus during the course, and are specific 
to PFD’s appropriate in the harsh environment they operate in. 

Opportunities for getting out on the waters surrounding Palmer Station vary depending on the 
season, sea ice, and weather.  But opportunity for mishap is around every corner, if they operate with 
complacency. The risks of complacency are addressed during training, both in the classroom, and out on 
the water. Thankfully, there have not been any significant boating casualties at Palmer, and AMSEA’s goal 
is to help keep it that way.

PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICES ARE FOR EVERYONE...
...EVEN AT PALMER STATION ANTARCTICA
by Rick McElrath

OSAR Crew at Palmer Station, Antarctica: Adia Scott, David Moore, 
Kris Perry, Sarah Baddorf, Vernon Seribo, Tricia Morgan, George 
Warren. 



THANKS TO OUR 2015 MEMBERS!  YOUR SUPPORT IS APPRECIATED!

$100-$149 Members
Jayne Andreen & Patrick Sheppard 
     – Douglas, AK  
Bill & Etsuko Beebe – Juneau, AK 
Bruce Brown – Costa Mesa, CA
Dave Burrage – Biloxi, MS
Lisa Busch – Sitka, AK
Dan Cary – Cathlamet, WA
Ed Dennehy – Fairhaven, MA
Joseph Derie – Portland, OR
Gary Draeger – Bakersfield, CA
Dennis Early – Juneau, AK
Educational Training Co. – Sitka, AK 
Jane Eidler – Sitka, AK
Britt Elliott – Vallejo, CA
Wayne Engle – Ridgefield, WA
Jennifer Ferdinand – Kenmore, WA
Kathleen Flury – Ketchikan, AK 
James Herbert – Seward, AK
Earl Jeffrey – Klawock, AK 
Brad Kenyon – Tarpon Springs, FL
John LaFargue – Eureka, CA
Michael LaGuire – Sitka, AK
Marine Safety & Survival, LLC 
     – Kenmore, WA
Felicia McAuley – Craig, AK
Jon McVeigh – Seattle, WA
Mike Motti – Sitka, AK
Rachel Myron – Tenakee Springs, AK
Robert Nguyen – Buras, LA
Michael Nichols – Ozona, FL
Nickerson Marine Education & 
Consulting – Douglas, AK
Northwind Fisheries – Elk, CA
John O’Leary – White Marsh, VA
Nick Olmsted & Molly Kemp 
     – Tenakee Springs, AK 
Petersburg Vessel Owners  
     Association – Petersburg, AK 
Norman Pillen – Addy, WA
Blaine Rodgers – Reno, NV
Mark & Karen Severson 
     – Petersburg, AK
Richard Skryness – Beverly, MA
Southeast Alaska Regional Dive  
     Fisheries Assoc. – Ketchikan, AK 
Sound Sailing – Sitka, AK
Hillary Strayer – Anchorage, AK
Holly Szuch – Curtice, OH
Troy Tirrell & Torie Baker 
     – Cordova, AK 
Kathleen & Wally Warm – Sitka, AK 
Ted Williams – New Bedford, MA
Scott Wilwert – Juneau, AK
Suzanne & Charles Wood 
     – Petersburg, AK
Malcolm Wright – Dillingham, AK 

$150-$249 Members
Marian Allen – Sitka, AK 
Rodney Avila – New Bedford, MA
Gordon & Sarah Blue – Juneau, AK
Glenhart Brooks – Lecanto, FL
Andrew Callistini, F/V Sedna 
     – Sitka, AK
Cordova District Fishermen United 
     – Cordova, AK
Paula Cullenberg & Peter Crimp 
     – Anchorage, AK
Brian Flory – Juneau, AK 
Dan Hull – Anchorage, AK 
Stephen Jones – Naknek, AK
Donald Lane, F/V Predator 
     – Homer, AK 
LTR Training Systems, Inc. 
     – Anchorage, AK 
Bud Marrese – Seattle, WA
Frederick Mattera 
     – West Kingston, RI
Michael Schmit – Ketchikan, AK
Arthur Schultz & Julie Matweyou 
     – Kodiak, AK
James Swift – Sitka, AK 
United Catcher Boats – Seattle, WA
Renee Weddle – Homer, AK

$250-$499 Members
Alaska Longline Fishermens    
     Association – Sitka, AK 
Alaska Trollers Assoc. – Juneau, AK
Coastal Villages Region Fund 
     – Anchorage, AK
DecoMack Marine – Ferndale, WA
Jerry Dzugan, S/V Wyldewind 
     – Sitka, AK
Fishing Partnership Support Services 
     – Burlington, MA
Charles & Christine Horan
Steve Fish & Kari Johnson, 
     F/V Kariel – Sitka, AK  
Ilisagvik College – Barrow, AK
Liferaft & Survival Equipment 
     – Tiverton, RI
Mike Mayo, F/V Coral Lee – Sitka, AK
NACTEC – Nome, AK
NOAA Fisheries – Pascagoula, MS
North Pacific Fisheries Association 
     – Homer, AK
Omega Protein, Inc. – Abbeville, LA
Safety Training Consultants 
     – Sitka, AK 
SAVEC – King Salmon, AK 
Seattle Marine & Fishing Supply Co.
     – Seattle, WA
Sitka Sound Science Center 
     – Sitka, AK 

SouthEast Alaska Sailing 
     – Juneau, AK 
United Cook Inlet Drift Association 
     – Soldotna, AK
United Fishermen of Alaska 
     – Juneau, AK 
UAF, School of Fisheries & Ocean 
     Sciences – Juneau, AK
Kit & Bill Van Meter 
     – East Taunton, MA

$500-$999 Members
Crackerjack Sportfishing Charters,
     Andy Mezirow – Seward, AK 
Pat Dye – Cooper Landing, AK
Hewlett Enterprises – Marathon, FL
Pamela Meyer & Tom Powers 
     – Aransas Pass, TX
NOAA Auke Bay Laboratories 
     – Juneau, AK
Trident Seafoods – Seattle, WA
UAF, Marine Advisory Program 
     – Anchorage, AK 

$1,000+ Members
CDC/NIOSH Alaska Pacific Office 
     – Anchorage, AK 
Savage, Inc. – Seattle, WA 
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While there are 
too many to list 

here, we also want 
to thank the many 

who joined by 
donating amounts 

under $100.  

Every membership 
helps keep AMSEA 
training available 
to thousands of 

mariners!

Thank you for 
your support!
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Thank
s for

 you
r Su

pport
!

Supporting training that Saves Lives
Since 1985

AMSEA Members

Join AMSEA today.  Your membership makes a difference!  
Membership dollars provide needed support to keep critical training available

 to commercial fishermen, recreational boaters, youth and thousands of other mariners.  

Select Your Membership Level:

$50 - Basic Member

$100 - Supporting Member*

$150 - Fishing Vessel / Donor Member**

$250 - Non-Profit / Contributing Member**

$500 - Corporate / Sustaining Member**

$1,000 or more - Benefactor Member**

Name(s):

Company or Vessel:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Member Details:

or choose your own - $___________

AMSEA is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization and your contributions, less the value of any premium,
may be tax deductible.  Please consult your tax advisor.

Check/Money Order EnclosedForm of Payment: Visa Master Card

Card # Expires 3 Digit Code

Alaska Marine Safety Education Association   .   2924 Halibut Point Road   .   Sitka, AK   .   99835
Phone  907.747.3287   .   Fax  907.747.3259   .   www.amsea.org

Select your 2015 Member Premium:

Oiled cotton logo cap. 
Saddle brown.  
Sheds rain, looks good. 

Insulated, stainless steel, 12 oz. logo 
Klean Kanteen.  Keeps stuff hot 
for 6 hours, keeps stuff cold for 24.  
Choice of top:

Beating the Odds covers f/v safety 
including man overboard, onboard 
fires, survival equipment and more!  

Loop top (leak proof, not sippable)
Cafe top (makes it a go-cup)

*Memberships at $100 or more are eligible for a 2015 premium
**Memberships at $150 or more are eligible for a premium plus a   

a DVD of Beating the Odds & f/v safety regs updates by email

- OR -

- AND -  
(for memberships over $150)

Benefits of Membership:
•	 Subscription to AMSEA’s quarterly newsletter, Marine 

Safety Update
•	 15% off an assortment of retail items including books, 

dvds, survival kits and more!
•	 Recognition of your contribution in AMSEA’s Marine 

Safety Update and on our website
•	 Non-profit and corporate members are eligible for 

discounted AMSEA training rates

Yes! Please include me on AMSEA’s 
email list of f/v safety regs updates!

Member Preferences:
Yes!  Please send me Marine Safety Update by:

Email Mail

I would prefer not to receive a member premium this year

I would prefer not to receive Marine Safety Update

(for memberships over $100)

Individual Organization
✔
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MANDATORY DOCKSIDE F/V EXAMS START OCTOBER 15, 2015

Coast Guard HQ released a Marine Safety Information Bulleting (MSIB) on implementing the 
requirement for commercial fishing vessels to get an exam. 

All fishing vessels that operate 3 nautical miles beyond the territorial base line (marked on most 
nautical charts) will have to get an exam before October 15, 2015.

The Coast Guard recommends getting your exam done well before the due date to avoid the 
rush. Coast Guard dockside examiners say that it normally takes two or more visits to the vessel 
before issuing the Dockside Exam Decal. Owners and operators that print out a checklist (using 
the Checklist Generator) for their particular vessel and use it to prepare, are passing their dockside 
exams on the first Coast Guard visit. 

For more information, and to access the F/V Exam Checklsit Generator, to to www.fishsafe.info.

COMMERCIAL FISHING SAFETY ADVISORY COUNCIL TO MEET 

The Commercial Fishing Safety Advisory Committee (CFSAC), sponsored by the U.S. Coast Guard, will 
meet September 15-16 in Seattle. 

Topics on the agenda include the status of regulatory projects, safety and survival equipment, and 
classification of fishing vessels. 

More information can be found at 80 Fed. Reg. 50017, located at: 
www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-08-18/pdf/2015-20378.pdf

September 15 & 16, 2015 in Seattle, Washington 

For more information 
on the Live to Be Salty 

campaign, go to 
www.livetobesalty.org 

where you can learn more 
about PFDs and find one 
that will work with your 

unique fishery.  

You can also print off 
free posters, stickers, 

coasters and more that 
will help spread the word 
about PFDs to customers, 

friends and crew.
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Commercial fishing remained one of the top three 
deadliest occupations in 2014 according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. NIOSH analysis of the 
numbers over the past 15 years show progress is 
being made in some areas while other well-known 
hazards continue to put 
fishermen at risk.

During 2000-2014, 694 
fishermen in the U.S. died 
as a result of work-related 
incidents. While commercial 
fishing remains a high-risk 
occupation, the number of 
fatalities has decreased 34% 
during this time period, and 
2014 saw the lowest number 
of annual fatalities in NIOSH’s 
database. 

Last year, 29 work-related 
deaths were recorded in the 
commercial fishing industry 
nationwide, down from the 
previous average of about 48 
fatalities per year. Commercial 
fishing deaths were due to 
a number of causes (Figure 1). For the first time 
since NIOSH began keeping nationwide records, 
the largest proportion of deaths were attributable to 
falls overboard, where 12 (41%) fishermen died due 
to drowning. As has been the case since NIOSH 
starting tracking national data in 2000, none of the 
fishermen were wearing a PFD when they died, and 
half of the falls were not witnessed.

Eight (28%) fishermen died as the result of 5 
vessel disasters, the typical leading cause of 
fisherman fatalities. Vessel disasters are defined as 
catastrophic incidents that occur to a vessel (e.g., 
sinking, capsizing, burning, grounding) that require 
all crewmembers to abandon the vessel. During 
2000-2014, vessel disasters accounted for 50% of 
fatalities in the commercial fishing industry. 

The remaining 9 fatalities were caused by on-board 

injuries (4, 14%), on-shore injuries (3, 10%), and 
diving injuries (2, 7%). 

Examining fatalities by region and fishery is 
important, as different fleets experience different 

hazards. Alaska and the East Coast regions saw 
9 fatalities each, followed by the Gulf of Mexico 
(7 deaths), West Coast (2 deaths), and Hawaii (2 
deaths). When examining fatalities by fishery, the 
southern shrimp fleet in the Gulf of Mexico had the 
highest number of fatalities (5, 17%), followed by 
East Coast lobstermen (4, 14%) and Alaska salmon 
set gillnetters (3, 10%). All other fisheries had two 
or fewer fatalities. In the past 15 years, Gulf of 
Mexico shrimpers and Alaska salmon fishermen 
have experienced the highest number of deaths (81 
and 58 fatalities, respectively).

Based on the data in 2014 it appears that 
commercial fishermen are doing a better job of 
surviving vessel disasters, but there is still work to 
be done to prevent single fatal events from falls 
overboard and deck injuries. Make sure to work 
with your crew on a PFD policy for your vessel, 

LIFE ON THE LINE: 2014 COMMERCIAL FISHING FATALITIES 
HIGHLIGHT SUCCESSES AND WELL-KNOWN HAZARDS
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LIFE ON THE LINE... (CONTINUED)
and conduct your monthly safety drills, including 
man overboard scenarios. Consider taking time 
to address deck hazards around winches through 
training or installation of emergency stops or 
guards. The industry is heading in the right 
direction, but we can’t stop until every fisherman 
comes home safe and healthy.

For more information on PFDs for commercial 
fishermen visit www.livetobesalty.org. To learn more 

about preventing falls overboard and conducting 
man overboard drills watch the NIOSH video “Man 
Overboard: Prevention and Recovery” online at 
www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2011-126d/. 

MARINE SAFETY INSTRUCTOR TRAINING SEPT. 22-27 IN SITKA, AK

AMSEA will be holding a Marine Safety 
Instructor Training (MSIT) course in 
Sitka, Alaska from September 22-27, 
2015.  Another course is tentatively 
scheduled to take place in Abbeville, 
LA from December 2-7, 2015.  The 
MSIT is a USCG-accepted, 6-day, 
intensive train-the-trainer course.  
This program is designed to train 
individuals to effectively teach cold 
water survival procedures, marine 
safety equipment and onboard safety 
drills.  The course is designed for 
those wanting to teach cold-water 
safety and survival in a variety of 
settings – for commercial fishermen, 
private businesses or government agencies, for recreational boaters, in schools, etc.  For more 
information or to register, visit www.amsea.org/msit.

Stan Barge - Liferaft & Ditch Kit Bag
Dick Curran - Liferaft
Robert Gebhard - Liferaft
Bruce Hedlund - Navigational Calipers & 
Compass Triangles

Ben Lawrie - Liferaft
Survitec Survival Products, Inc. - 12 PFDs
  

If you, or your organization, is interested in 
donating new or gently used gear that can be 
used in AMSEA trainings, please contact us at 
907-747-3287 or by email at gear@amsea.org.   

THANK YOU FOR THE GEAR DONATIONS!

MSIT students in Sitka’s 2014 class, prepare for 
onboard drills training.

Your donations help keep AMSEA training practical and hands-on!
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AMSEA
Alaska Marine Safety
Education Association

AMSEA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation 
that operates thanks to funding provided by:

      . State of Alaska DCCED
      . NIOSH
      . OSHA Susan Harwood Training Grant
     . United States Coast Guard
      . Generous donations from individuals, 
        agencies & organizations
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REGISTER FOR PACIFIC MARINE EXPO!
Pacific Marine Expo is the largest commercial marine tradeshow on the West Coast, serving 
commercial mariners from Alaska to California. If you make your living on the water, you just can’t 
afford to miss it!

Admission is FREE for qualified attendees* if you register on or before November 17th. That’s a 
savings of $30 off the at-show registration fee!
*Non-exhibiting supplier’s pre-show and/or at show registration fee is $50.00 per attendee.

Register at www.pacificmarineexpo.com use promo code: AMSEA

Visit AMSEA at Pacific Marine Expo Booth #1128


