
In 2015 AMSEA hit the ground 
running and we haven’t slowed 
down yet.  With many thanks 
to our network instructors, 
partners, and funders, here’s a 
snapshot of some of our recent 
activity.

Every USCG District in 
America
In April we met our 2015 
goal of providing training in 
every Coast Guard District in 
the nation.  We have served 
mariners in Alaska, the Pacific 
Islands, the Northwest, the 
Southwest, the Gulf of Mexico, 
the Southeast, the Mid-Atlantic, 
the Northeast, and the Great 
Lakes.  Which brings us to…

Great Lakes
In April, AMSEA director, Jerry Dzugan, provided our first two 

drill conductor classes on the 
Great Lakes.  Cleveland and 
Sault Ste. Marie were our first 
stops.  We’ll be back in the 
upcoming year.

4 MSITs in 4 Months
Many new instructors are 
joining the AMSEA instructor 
network by taking the Marine 
Safety Instructor Training, or 
MSIT.  It’s been a fast and 
furious pace with MSITs in 
Ketchikan, AK in March, 

Seward, AK in April, Seattle 
in May, and Newcastle, ME 
in June.  Our next scheduled 
MSIT will be in Sitka in 
September.

Mariner’s First Aid
AMSEA’s newest staff member 
has brought his A-game.  Eric 
Van Cise has helped bring 
back AMSEA’s MFA program 
by providing 14 classes in 5 
months while coordinating 30+ 
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classes, writing curriculum, and much more.  We are field-
testing the program and will eventually invite more AMSEA 
instructors to lead this hands-on training.

Tri-lingual on the Gulf
Thanks to Bruce Dyleski, Robert Nguyen, and Israel Linarte, 
we are providing classes in English, Vietnamese, and Spanish 
on the Gulf of Mexico.

Our backyard in Southeast Alaska 
We’ve held some great programs for kids in Sitka, Juneau, 
Petersburg, and Craig.  We conducted a small boat operators 
class for the Sitka Sound Science Center and we’ve partnered 
with Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium to plan 
summer training for traditional canoe paddlers.  We delivered 
training for sailors in Juneau.  And back by popular demand, 
we are providing a 7-part recreational boating class in Sitka.  

106 classes in past 3 months
March, April, and May have not been slow.

To learn more about our training, please visit our newly 
updated website at www.amsea.org

Scan with your mobile device 
to visit us at www.amsea.org

Connect with us at facebook.com/alaskamarinesafety

TRAINING HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUED...

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) issued the 
report of its investigation of a fire on board the fish processing 
vessel Juno while moored at a pier in Westport, Washington 
on 28 December 2013. The fire caused extensive damage to 
the vessel. The master incurred minor injuries. 

The probable cause of the fire was a short circuit in a space 
heater, combined with improper stowage of flammable 
materials in the vicinity, the vessel’s lack of structural fire 
protection, and the use of combustible materials in interior 
finishes. MAB 15-05 [located at http://www.ntsb.gov/
investigations/AccidentReports/Reports/MAB1505.pdf ] 
(2/27/15).

FIRE ON FISH PROCESSOR JUNO - 
FROM THE NTSB
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THE PICTURE OF SAFETY

As a subscriber to several fishing industry 
magazines and publications, I always 
enjoy the images of fishermen in their 
natural habitat: battling the elements to 
bring in the catch and return safely to 
shore. It seems each year the photos 
both in advertisements and stories show 
more and more action that capture the 
very essence of why so many people are 
drawn to this type of work. Recently I 
have noticed a new element in many of 
these pictures: personal flotation devices. 

It seems more and more photographers 
are capturing fishermen working in PFDs. 
The work is just as challenging as ever, 
the images no less thrilling, but the reality 
of the situation on deck has changed. The 
PFDs in those images speak volumes. 
PFD use represents professionalism, 
reduced risk, and a commitment to others 
in the crew and community that you intend to remain in the industry for a long time.

NIOSH will be out on the docks again this year asking fishermen their opinions about PFDs and man 
overboard risks. We are trying to determine just how many fishermen are choosing to be The Picture 
of Safety and wear their PFDs on deck. It seems that number is growing and it’s a trend we want to 
see continue. I hope that in the meantime I will continue to see more images of fishermen in their 
well-worn, battle-scarred PFDs. If you and your crew wear PFDs on deck, share you images with us 
on our Twitter site (@NIOSHFishing), and let us know why those PFDs work for you.
Please add a photo credit that says “Photo: Chris Miller, ASMI”
Could you please add this caption to it as well, “This photo of a Bering Sea crab crew working on 
deck in PFDs was spotted in the March issue of Fishermen’s News.”

This photo of a Bering Sea crab crew working 
on deck in PFDs was spotted in the March issue 
of Fishermen’s News.  Photo: Chris Miller, 
ASMI

by Ted Teske of NIOSH - Alaska Pacific Office
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FISHING VESSELS AND SMALL PASSENGER VESSELS IN CERTAIN AREAS MUST UPGRADE 
TO VHF DIGITAL SELECTIVE CALLING EQUIPMENT BY JANUARY 20, 2016

By this Public Notice, the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau informs owners and operators of
certain vessels that they must upgrade to VHF radiotelephone equipment that includes digital 
selective calling (DSC)1 capability no later than January 20, 2016. Fishing vessels and small 
passenger vessels must be equipped with a VHF radiotelephone installation, which must have DSC 
capability beginning one year after the United States Coast Guard (USCG) notifies the Commission 
that shore-based Sea Area A1 coverage has been established.2 On January 20, 2015, USCG notified 
the Commission that it had published a notice in the Federal Register declaring Sea Area A1 within 
twenty nautical miles seaward of the territorial baseline along the East, West, and Gulf coasts of 
the United States, excluding Alaska, and including Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands 
of the United States, and the Northern Mariana Islands of Saipan, Tinian, and Rota.3 Consequently, 
fishing vessels and small passenger vessels operating in those waters must upgrade to VHF-DSC 
equipment no later than January 20, 2016.4 

For further information, contact Tim Maguire of the Mobility Division, Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau, at (202) 418-2155, TTY (202) 418-7233, or via email at tim.maguire@fcc.gov.

1 DSC is an internationally approved system for automatically contacting vessels. It allows mariners 
to instantly send an automatically formatted distress alert to rescue authorities anywhere in the 
world, and to initiate or receive distress, urgency, safety and routine radiotelephone calls to or from 
any similarly equipped vessel or shore station without either party being near a radio loudspeaker. 
DSC also allows ship and shore stations to call each other directly, rather than requiring a radio 
operator to continuously monitor a common calling channel to identify specific calls directed to the 
station. 

2 47 C.F.R. §§ 80.905(a)(1), (a)(3), (a)(4), 80.1071(c). Sea Area A1 is an area within the radiotelephone 
coverage of at least one VHF coast station in which continuous DSC alerting is available. 47 C.F.R. § 
80.1069(a)(1).

3 See Declaration of Sea Area A1, 80 Fed. Reg. 2722, 2723 (2015). This determination was based 
upon the performance of the USCG Rescue 21 System, and in accordance with applicable 
provisions of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974. Rescue 21 is the Coast 
Guard’s advanced command, control and direction-finding communications system that was created 
to better located mariners in distress. It is comprised of strategically placed VHF Coast stations 
that provide a continuous watch on DSC Channel 70 for receiving and responding to digital distress 
signals. In addition to declaring Sea Area A1 along the designated coasts, USCG informed mariners 
that the Rescue 21 System also provides VHF Coast Stations along the Great Lakes, and that
Rescue 21 facilities are being built along the Western Rivers and in Alaska.

4 Vessels with a VHF-DSC radiotelephone must maintain a watch on DSC channel 70, see 47 C.F.R. 
80.1085(a)(2),in addition to the radio watch requirements for channel 16 and for broadcasts of 
maritime safety information.

PUBLIC NOTICE: DIGITAL SELECTIVE CALLING
Federal Communications Commission:  DA 15-466, Released: April 16, 2015



THANKS TO OUR 2015 MEMBERS!  YOUR SUPPORT IS APPRECIATED!
Up to $50
Amy Blair – Sitka, AK
Keith Bosley – South Beach, OR
Becky & Greg Charlton – Sitka, AK
Darryl Donovan – Morgan Hill, CA
Jane Eisemann – Kodiak, AK
Jerry LeMaster – Cordova, AK 
Mike & Becky Martello – Sitka, AK 
Jeff Pearson – Sitka, AK 
George Peek – Cape Canaveral, FL
Richard Shafran – Sitka, AK 
Gay Sheffield – Nome, AK
Sara Sundsten – Kodiak, AK 
Eric Van Cise – Sitka, AK 
Scott Vorrath – Sitka, AK 
Mariah Warren – Sitka, AK
Victoria Wilson Winne – Fritz Creek,
     AK 

$51-$100
Bill & Etsuko Beebe – Juneau, AK 
Bruce Brown – Costa Mesa, CA
Northwind Fisheries – Elk, CA
Dave Burrage – Biloxi, MS
Lisa Busch – Sitka, AK
Dan Cary – Cathlamet, WA
Ed Dennehy – Fairhaven, MA
Joseph Derie – Portland, OR
Jane Eidler – Sitka, AK
Wayne Engle – Ridgefield, WA
Jennifer Ferdinand – Kenmore, WA
Kathleen Flury – Ketchikan, AK 
James Herbert – Seward, AK

Brad Kenyon – Tarpon Springs, FL
John LaFargue – Eureka, CA
Michael LaGuire – Sitka, AK 
Felicia McAuley – Craig, AK
Mike Motti – Sitka, AK
Michael Nichols – Ozona, FL
Rick Petersen – Sitka, AK 
Richard Skryness – Beverly, MA
Sound Sailing – Sitka, AK 
Holly Szuch – Curtice, OH
Troy Tirrell & Torie Baker – Cordova, 
     AK 
Kathleen & Wally Warm – Sitka, AK 
Suzanne West & Charles Wood – 
     Petersburg, AK
Scott Wilwert – Juneau, AK 
Malcolm Wright – Dillingham, AK 

$101-$150
Marian Allen – Sitka, AK 
Gordon & Sarah Blue – Juneau, AK
Andrew Callistini, F/V Sedna – Sitka,
     AK
Cordova District Fishermen United –
     Cordova, AK
Paula Cullenberg & Peter Crimp –
     Anchorage, AK 
Dan Hull – Anchorage, AK 
Bud Marrese – Seattle, WA
Michael Schmit – Ketchikan, AK
Arthur Schultz & Julie Matweyou –
     Kodiak, AK
Hillary Strayer – Anchorage, AK 

James Swift – Sitka, AK 
Renee Weddle – Homer, AK

$151 - $250
Alaska Trollers Assoc. – Juneau, AK
Jerry Dzugan, S/V Wyldewind – 
     Sitka, AK
Charles & Christine Horan
Coastal Villages Region Fund – 
     Anchorage, AK 
Ilisagvik College – Barrow, AK
Frederick Mattera – Narragansett, RI
NACTEC – Nome, AK
North Pacific Fisheries Association –
     Homer, AK
Seattle Marine & Fishing Supply Co.
     – Seattle, WA
SouthEast Alaska Sailing – Juneau,
     AK 
United Cook Inlet Drift Association –
     Soldotna, AK
Kit & Bill Van Meter – East Taunton,
     MA

$251-$500
Crackerjack Sportfishing Charters/
Andy Mezirow – Seward, AK 
Pat Dye – Cooper Landing, AK
Trident Seafoods – Seattle, WA
UAF, Marine Advisory Program – 
Anchorage, AK 

Alaska Marine Safety Education Association     

Page 5

The U.S. Coast Guard now has VHF Digital Selective Calling (DSC) capability with limited coverage 
in Southcentral and Southeast Alaska. The initial coverage areas will be Upper Cook Inlet, Kodiak, 
Valdez Arm, Ketchikan, Juneau and Yakutat.  Other areas including Sitka are expected to be covered 
in the next year. Mariners are reminded to ensure that they have properly connected their GPS units 
to their DSC equipped marine VHF radios and registered for their Maritime Mobile Service Identity 
(MMSI) to utilize the DSC distress function. Additional information is available through the Alaska 
Outdoors Forum at http://forums.outdoorsdirectory.com/showthread.php/142083-Digital-Selective-
Calling-(DSC) or by contacting Mike Folkerts with the Coast Guard District 17 Boating Safety Office 
at (907) 463-2297 or by email to Michael.r.folkerts@uscg.mil.

A good educational resource on DSC is the tutorial at http://www.boatus.org/dsc/ However, the DSC 
capabilities will be more limited in Alaska than the Rescue 21 program in the lower 48 states since 
we will not have direction finding capability as Alaska terrain and vast remote areas preclude that 
function.  

Note: The DSC requirement for commercial fishing vessels only applies to vessels displacing 
more than 300 gross tons. There is an exemption for vessels of less than 300 gross tons 
displacement.

DIGITAL SELECTIVE CALLING (DSC) ARRIVING IN ALASKA
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Supporting training that Saves Lives
Since 1985

AMSEA Members

Join AMSEA today.  Your membership makes a difference!  
Membership dollars provide needed support to keep critical training available

 to commercial fishermen, recreational boaters, youth and thousands of other mariners.  

Select Your Membership Level:

$50 - Basic Member

$100 - Supporting Member*

$150 - Fishing Vessel / Donor Member**

$250 - Non-Profit / Contributing Member**

$500 - Corporate / Sustaining Member**

$1,000 or more - Benefactor Member**

Name(s):

Company or Vessel:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Member Details:

or choose your own - $___________

AMSEA is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, and your contributions may be tax deductible.  Please consult your tax advisor.

Check/Money Order EnclosedForm of Payment: Visa Master Card

Card # Expires 3 Digit Code

Alaska Marine Safety Education Association   .   2924 Halibut Point Road   .   Sitka, AK   .   99835
Phone  907.747.3287   .   Fax  907.747.3259   .   www.amsea.org

Select your 2015 Member Premium:

Oiled cotton logo cap. 
Saddle brown.  
Sheds rain, looks good. 

Insulated, stainless steel, 12 oz. logo 
Klean Kanteen.  Keeps stuff hot 
for 6 hours, keeps stuff cold for 24.  
Choice of top:

Beating the Odds covers f/v safety 
including man overboard, onboard 
fires, survival equipment and more!  

Loop top (leak proof, not sippable)
Cafe top (makes it a go-cup)

*Memberships at $100 or more are eligible for a 2015 premium
**Memberships at $150 or more are eligible for a premium plus a   

a DVD of Beating the Odds & f/v safety regs updates by email

- OR -

- AND -  
(for memberships over $150)

Benefits of Membership:
•	 Subscription to AMSEA’s quarterly newsletter, Marine 

Safety Update
•	 15% off an assortment of retail items including books, 

dvds, survival kits and more!
•	 Recognition of your contribution in AMSEA’s Marine 

Safety Update and on our website
•	 Non-profit and corporate members are eligible for 

discounted AMSEA training rates

Yes! Please include me on AMSEA’s 
email list of f/v safety regs updates!

Member Preferences:
Yes!  Please send me Marine Safety Update by:

Email Mail

I would prefer not to receive a member premium this year

I would prefer not to receive Marine Safety Update

(for memberships over $100)

Individual Organization
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KODIAK TRAINING & ALASKA SEA GRANT

We are pleased that Kodiak is still an important location 
for marine safety training, and is now benefitting from 
having more availability of Emergency Drill Conductor 
training due to the efforts of Julie Matweyou, of the 
Alaska Sea Grant/Marine Advisory Program, and Art 
Schultz. Kodiak was the birthplace of many of the origins 
of the AMSEA program whose components started with 
the survival training that took place for rescue aircrews 
working out of the Kodiak U.S. Coast Guard Air Station 
in the 1970’s. People such as Dave and Wade Watkins, 
LCDR Ken Coffland, Hank Pennington, and many others helped teach and develop early curriculum 
relevant to Alaska’s cold environment. Cold water researcher and flight physician Dr. Martin Nemiroff 
at the USCG Air Station Kodiak provided criteria for teaching hypothermia and cold-water near-
drowning as well as cold-water survival. Jane Eisemann has been teaching marine safety since 1994 
and hundreds of Kodiak high school students have benefitted from her Drill Conductor and marine 
safety training at Kodiak High School. Ted Rogers at Joycrafts has also been teaching fishermen 
safety, both formally and informally, since 1992. Jennifer Culbertson, Pete Cumminsky, Heather 
Norton and Andy Schroeder have also been active training children and adults in Kodiak and in 
villages on Kodiak Island. Thanks to all on Kodiak who have been keeping the marine safety training 
program alive and well on the Emerald Island!

AVAILABILITY OF ENGINEER OFFICERS ON COMMERCIAL F/V’S

“Longstanding Coast Guard 
regulations state that an 
‘‘individual engaged or 
employed to perform the 
duties of chief engineer on 
a mechanically propelled, 
uninspected, seagoing, 
documented vessel of 200 
gross tons or over must hold 
an  appropriately endorsed 
MMC [merchant mariner 
credential] authorizing service 
as a chief engineer,’’ and 
that, ‘‘An individual in charge 
of an engineering watch on 
a mechanically propelled, 
seagoing, documented vessel 
of 200 GRT [gross regulatory 
tons] or more, other than 
an individual described in 
§ 15.820 of this subpart, 

must hold an appropriately 
endorsed license or MMC 
authorizing service as an 
assistant engineer.’’ In October 
2011, we issued a compliance 
with these requirements 
among commercial fishing 
vessel engineers. Recognizing 
that the industry would 
require time to come into 
compliance, we set January 
1, 2014, as the date we would 
begin strict enforcement of 
the regulations. In December 
2013, upon learning that 
industry required still more 
time, we delayed that date 
one year to January 1, 2015. 
We are again delaying the 
date, to October 15, 2015, 
but we are preparing to 

enforce compliance beginning 
on that October date. 
We understand that strict 
industry- wide compliance 
may still not be practicable 
as of October 15, 2015. 
Therefore, where an owner/
operator or company has 
established a training program 
designed to bring company 
operations into compliance 
with the prescribed 
regulations on engineer officer 
endorsements, the Officer in 
Charge, Marine Inspection 
(OCMI) may  defer...

Continue reading at:
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/
pkg/FR-2015-03-20/pdf/2015-
06480.pdf

Federal Register - Vol. 80, No. 54, Friday, March 20, 2015, Notices
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Laser lights are in the news a lot lately because 
of reports of people using green lasers on aircraft 
or aircraft flight paths, which can cause damage 
to a pilot’s ability to see and cause temporary 
or permanent blindness. This is a serious 
safety hazard and can also be a career ending 
disability for a pilot. Using a laser in this way 
is illegal by federal law under U.S.C. TITLE 18, 
CHAPTER 2 Sec. 39A except “by an individual 
using a laser emergency signaling device to 
send an emergency distress signal”. Even in an 
emergency, the type of laser should be assessed 
before aiming at an aircraft.

In addition a number of states have laws 
regarding laser use by an individual using a 
laser emergency signaling device to send an 
emergency distress signal which limit their use 
by age, permit, use only by law enforcement 
personnel, or restrict their use on aircraft or for 
harassment, sales, or use in general depending 
of individual states.  The laws are trying to catch 
up to the technology and general use regarding 
lasers.

Federal requirements currently only recommend 
labeling lasers with the following, or similar, 
language: “CAUTION - LASER LIGHT IS BRIGHT 
AND BLINDING - DO NOT SHINE AT AIRCRAFT 
OR VEHICLES AT ANY DISTANCE.” This labeling 
is not a requirement. New rules are only just 
being proposed to strengthen these warnings 
and educate the public on hazard labeling. This 
article is designed to help the public better 
understand the types of laser classes and the 
risks associated with each class. A good source 
for national, state or local laws on lasers can be 
found at http://www.laserpointersafety.com/rules-
general/uslaws/uslaws.html.

Lasers are defined by different classes. Class 1, 2 
are generally not harmful to sight.
Class 3a (old name), 3r (new name) is “caution” 
or “danger” depending on beam density. Total 
power is between 1mW and 5mW in the visible. 

2.5mW/cm^2 is the threshold for “danger”, which 
is pretty much all 3a/3r lasers.

Class 3b should not be used to signal people, 
pilots or not. There is a risk of prompt eye 
damage with vision loss or blindness. People 
really should not be using these.

Class 4 is hopefully not on the table as a 
signaling laser. Class 4 is likely to cause 
instantaneous blindness,

The human eye is most sensitive to green light, 
both for vision and with the lowest prompt 
damage threshold.  Thus everything else being 
the same, green lasers will be the most damaging 
to eyes. In a storm, red will probably have the 
best visibility because of atmospheric effects.

In addition, human factors studies say that 
flashing lights have excellent visibility, but 
relatively poor human distance estimation as 
compared with a pulsing sine-wave light source. 
None the less, Coast Guard rescue pilots have 
stated that flashing lights get their attention more 
than steady lights.

The other thing people need to think through 
carefully is beam divergence (deviation from a 
fixed point) . A highly collimated (focused) laser 
is probably less useful for signaling because the 
light needs to be pointed “just so” to be seen. 
On the other hand some light-emitting diode 
bike lights that when glanced from a full arm’s 
length are subjectively “too bright” (i.e. probably 
hazardous at that distance) and  the speckle 
indicating they are highly coherent (almost a 
laser) can be seen. However because they are 
highly diverged, they are safe to look at from 
more than about 10 feet, even though they are 
very bright.

The coherence is one of the main tricks used 
to boost the efficiency (brightness) of the light 
source. But moderate coherence doesn’t require 

LASER LIGHT SAFETY
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LASER LIGHT SAFETY... (CONTINUED)
that the beam be fully collimated. This is a good 
thing for signaling.

A fairly diverging non-laser but coherent LED 
can be extremely bright, but would probably fall 
into the “caution” category of 3r/3a because 
the beam is so strongly divergent, meaning 
there would be minimal risk to the person being 
signaled. It would also be easier to point.

Due to safety concerns, and the fact that laser 
effectiveness can be reduced due to precipitation 
and atmospheric turbulence, lasers should not 
be the only tool in your survival kit for signaling. 
Get familiar with the specifications of a lasers 
before you buy!

SAFER SEAS 2014 - LESSONS LEARNED

The National Transportation Safety Board has just released its “Safer Seas 2014: Lessons Learned 
From Marine Accident Investigations” report. Safer Seas is a compilation of accident investigations 
that were published in 2014, organized by vessel type with links to the more detailed accident 
reports.  The 43-page report contains a summary and the probable causes for 23 major marine 
accidents and features lessons learned from each of the accidents in an easy-to-use summary 
document. Safer Seas 2014 focuses on issues including understanding vessel control systems, 
passenger safety during critical maneuvers, maintenance, and crew training.   Safer Seas 2014 is 
available on the NTSB website at http://www.ntsb.gov/investigations/AccidentReports/Reports/
SPC1501.pdf.

This message brings attention to vessel owners that Walter Kidde is recalling some of their 
disposable hand portable fire extinguishers with black plastic handles.  These extinguishers are 
disposable (non-rechargeable) dry-chemical extinguishers with a 12-year lifespan.  The recall does 
not involve rechargeable extinguishers that require yearly servicing. Details on the recall including 
how to obtain a replacement can be found at: http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Recalls/2015/Kidde-Recalls-
Disposable-Plastic-Fire-Extinguishers/

The US Coast Guard issued a notice announcing that henceforth it will no longer produce 
printed Light List volumes. Only electronic versions will be made available. 80 Fed. Reg. 17473 
[located at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-04-01/pdf/2015-07501.pdf] (4/1/15).

RECALL: SELECT DISPOSABLE KIDDE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

DISTRIBUTION OF LIGHT LIST

E-LORAN

The Department of Transportation (DOT) seeks public comment regarding potential plans for 
the federal government to implement an enhanced Long Range Navigation (eLoran) system as 
a complementary positioning, navigation, and timing (PNT) capability to the Global Positioning 
System (GPS). Comments should be submitted by 22 May. 80 Fed. Reg. 15268 [located at http://
www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-03-23/pdf/2015-06538.pdf]
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SAFETY COMPLIANCE DATES TO REMEBER
Oct. 15, 2015
Commercial fishing vessels required to have dockside exam (Certificate of Compliance). Contact 
a Coast Guard Fishing Vessel Examiner in your region or go to FishSafe.info and go to “Locate 
Examiners” for an exam. To help you prepare for the exam click on “Checklist Generator” for a guide 
to the requirements for your vessel.

January 20, 2016
Commercial fishing vessels and small passenger vessels within 20 nm of coast (excluding 
Alaska coasts) required to upgrade to VHF-DSC radio.  Please note that the DSC requirement for 
commercial fishing vessels only applies to vessels displacing more than 300 gross tons. There is an 
exemption for vessels of less than 300 gross tons displacement.

February 26, 2016
Commercial fishing vessels required to have out-of-water survival craft if more than 3 nautical miles 
from shore.

March 2, 2016 
Commercial fishing vessels over 65 ft (length overall) required to have AIS. 

Go to FishSafe.info for more information on these requirements. 


