Yvette Benavides

Yvette Benavides was born in Michigan, migrated to the west coast and finally settled in San Antonio Texas in 2001. She graduated from the University of Michigan with a BA in Asian Studies and relocated to Seattle, Washington where she (accidentally but thankfully) began a career in the tech industry when it was in it’s infancy stages. Beginning as an Executive Assistant to the Founder for drugstore.com, she aided in growing the company and taking it public. The first dot com to do so. Because the industry was brand new she had an opportunity to both witness and participate in revolutionizing the way the world did business and specifically how pharmaceutical drugs were handled and accessed. She participated in forcing change and was hooked. Aiding in research, business development, education and outreach, her career transitioned from administrative to business development. She moved on in partnership with the founder to launch an early stage venture capital firm, Catamount Ventures, in San Francisco. Serving as Director of Operations she entered the world of high finance, spreadsheets and communications at a rapid rate. Yvette is passionate about entrepreneurship, entering something in which she knows nothing about and seeing an idea taken to fruition. Yvette was yearning to combine her business and artistic sides. After spending a few years in San Francisco she relocated to San Antonio where she landed a job with Artpace, a contemporary art foundation, as a personal assistant to the founder. She couldn’t have asked for a more immersive introduction to contemporary art and all it encompasses. After spending some time in this experience she landed a position with friend and furniture designer, Peter Glassford where she had the fantastic opportunity to catalog, art direct, write copy and brand the company taking it to an entirely different level. Shooting 5 collections with photographer Todd Johnson and 90 pieces of furniture, she finally had the opportunity to combine both of her strengths. 

Her interest these days lies in growing and strengthening SMART. Seeing first hand how the arts positively impact children, families and communities and sharing that passion with others is what motivates her and her husband to be community leaders and to keep building their nonprofit.

Her inspiration comes from her son Agusto, husband Andy, the community she lives in and the artists and risk takers that surround her.

