
2017 Alterations to the Laws of the Game 

 
 

This document has been created in an effort to highlight some of the changes to the Laws of the Game that 

may affect the games played within the St George Football competitions. 

 

They are only a summary and to avoid any conflicts during games, the member are encouraged to make 

sure their members, players, coaches and RTOs are conversant with the changes. 

 

For a more detailed account of the changes please refer to the link below, which will open the IFAB site.  

http://www.fifa.com/mm/Document/FootballDevelopment/Refereeing/02/79/92/44/Laws.of.the.Game.2016.

2017_Neutral.pdf 

 

The document has been prepared in good faith by the St George Football Referees Association and should 

any member clubs have any queries, then they should send their concerns through to the SGFA. 

 

Please remember this is only a summary of the changes that will affect the grass roots football.  

Much of the wording and intent of the 2017 LOTG remains unchanged and therefore is not referred to in 

this document. 

 

LAW 3 – The Players 

 

 Substitutes (interchange players) may take a restart but first must enter the field. 

 A player who is sent off; 

 Before submission of the match sheet cannot be named on the match sheet in any capacity. 

 After being named on the match sheet and before kick-off may be replaced by a named 

substitute, who cannot be replaced. 

 After kick off, cannot be replaced. 

A named substitute who is sent off before or after the kick-off may not be replaced 

 A direct free kick or a penalty kick is awarded if a substitute/substituted player/team official 

interferes with play. 

 If something/someone (other than a player) touches the ball as it goes into the goal, the referee can 

award a goal if the touch had no impact on the defenders. 

 If a goal is scored with an extra person on the field and the referee has restarted play, the goal 

stands. 

 

LAW 4 – Player’s Equipment 

 

 Any tape or other material on/covering the socks must be the same colour as the sock or the part of 

the sock that it covers.  

SGFA publishes a list of acceptable accessories to match the colours of the uniforms approved by 

the SGFA – where practicably possible the conditions of Law 4 will be applied.  

 Under shorts must be the main colour of the shorts or the hem; the team must wear the colour. 

 A player, accidentally losing footwear/shinguard can play on until the next stoppage. 

 A player can return after changing/correcting his equipment, once it has been inspected by the 

referee/or other match official and the referee gives them permission 
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LAW 5 – The Referee 

 

Decisions will be made to the best of the referee’s ability, according to the LOTG and within the ‘spirit of 

the game’. They will be based on the opinion of the referee who has the discretion to take appropriate 

action within the framework of the LOTG. 

 

 Decisions cannot be changed if play has restarted or the referee has left the field at half or full time. 

 If several offences occur at the same time the most serious is punished. 

 A referee can stop a player from being paced on the match sheet or sent off from the pre-match 

field inspection onwards. 

 A referee can only show a yellow or red card after entering the field of play for the start of the 

game. 

 A player who is injured in a challenge, that is punishable by a yellow or red card, can quickly be 

assessed/treated and stay on the field. 

 

LAW 8 – The Start and Restart of Play 

 

 The ball must clearly move to be in play from any kicked restart, except a goal kick. 

 The ball can be kicked in any direction at a kick off. (previously had to go forward) 

 The ball must be touched by two players before a goal can be scored from a dropped ball. 

 

LAW 9 – The Ball In and Out of Play 

 

 If a ball rebounds off a match official (referee or assistant referee) it is considered in play unless it 

crossed the boundary line beforehand. 

 

LAW 10 – Determining the Winner of a Match 

 

       Kicks from the penalty mark (penalty shootout); 

 The referee will toss a coin to choose the goal, unless there are safety concerns with one goal. 

 A player who is temporarily off the field (e.g. injured) at the final whistle can take part in the kicks. 

 Both teams must have the same number of players before and during the kicks. 

 Clear statement as to when a kick is over. 

 The kicks will not be delayed if a player leaves the field; if they don’t return in time then their kick 

is forfeited.  
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LAW 11 - Offside 

 

 For the purposes of offside the halfway line is considered as ‘Neutral’; a player must be in the 

opponents half. 

 Player’s arms are not considered when judging offside position (including goalkeepers) 

 Free kicks for offside offences are taken from where the offence occurred, even if they are in the 

offender’s own half. 

 A defender who is off the field, is considered to be on the goal line, for the purposes of offside. 

They can only return once the defending team has cleared the ball towards halfway and it is outside 

of the penalty area or play has been stopped. The defender will be cautioned if they return/interfere. 

 An attacker may step off the field to avoid an offside offence.  

They can only return once the defending team has cleared the ball towards halfway and it is outside 

of the penalty area or play has been stopped. The attacker will be cautioned if they return/interfere. 

 

LAW 12 – Fouls and Misconduct 

  

 Foul with contact is a direct free kick. E.g. obstruction or certain forms of dangerous play.  

 Advantage played for a send-off offence – indirect free kick awarded if the offender then gets 

involved in play. 

 Alterations to wording so that not every handball situation is a caution. 

 Attempted Violent Conduct is a send-off, regardless if contact is made. 

 Striking on the head/face, when not challenging an opponent is a send-off, unless force is 

negligible. 

 Offences against a substitute, team official of match official are now a direct free kick or penalty 

kick. 

 Foul off the field is penalised with a direct free kick on the boundary line, or penalty kick if 

committed by a defending player inside their own penalty area.   

 DOGSO – Handball offence – send off wherever the offence occurs – direct free kick or penalty 

        kick 

 DOGSO – Offences inside the penalty area; 

      Football type challenger for the ball is a caution. 

 

        Holding, pulling or pushing offences or  

        the offending player does not attempt to play the ball or  

        there is no possibility for the player to play the ball or 

 the offence is punishable by a red card wherever it occurs, such as (serious foul play or      

violent conduct) are punished by a send-off and a penalty kick 

 DOGSO – All of the above offences committed outside of the penalty area are punished with a send 

                 off and a direct free kick. 
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LAW 13 – Free Kicks 

 

 Difference between ‘stopping’ a free kick from being taken and ‘intercepting’ the ball after the free 

kick has been taken. 

 The ball is in play as soon it is kicked and clearly moves with the exception of free kicks to the 

defending team inside their own penalty, where the ball must leave the penalty area to be in play. 

 

LAW 14 – The Penalty Kick 

 

 If the goalkeeper infringes LOTG (e.g. coming off his line before the ball is kicked) and a goal is 

not scored, the goalkeeper is cautioned and the kick retaken. 

 An indirect free kick is awarded from the penalty mark, if the ball is kicked backwards. 

 An indirect free kick, to the defending team is awarded from the penalty mark, if the wrong player 

deliberately kicks the ball. 

 For any instance of ‘illegal feigning’ an indirect free kick is awarded to the defending team from the 

penalty mark. Then offender is also cautioned.  

 

LAW 15 – The Throw-in 

 

 New wording makes it clear that the ball must be thrown with both hands. 

Using a spinning type action is not considered a ‘throw’ and is a foul throw. 

 

LAW 16 – The Goal Kick 

 

 If, once the ball is in play, and it enters the kicker’s own goal then a corner kick is awarded to the 

opponents. 

 An opponent in the penalty area, when the goal kick is taken cannot play the ball first. 

 Opponents are not permitted to enter the penalty area until the ball has left the penalty area. 

 Penalties for time wasting can be imposed if players continually flaunt this Law. 

 

 

Complete LOTG booklets are available from the SGFA - $15 per booklet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


