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Out in the Community 
Hopefully you are seeing a lot more of Mining Minds and our 

partner group “Time for Wellbeing”. We have moved into a 

temporary shop front home in Roxby Central next to the 

Black Stump Cafe.  

Our office is open regularly for drop in visits for the 
community to discuss any education or health issues. 

Angela Lafferty from Time for Wellbeing and Angela 

Thompson from Mining Minds are available to connect you with 

information and services for health and education.  

We are currently developing services such as an early learning 

parent group facilitated by educators trained in early years 

development. Wea re also planning sessions for the parents of 

school aged children and a group to support locals who are 

undertaking on line study, particularly in the area of Early 
Childhood.  

In the near future we will be moving into a purpose-designed shop 

front where the old blockbuster video shop used to be. Keep an 

eye out for us! 

 

Connect with us 
online at our website 
www.miningminds.org  and on Facebook at 
Miningminds.org on Facebook as  
https://www.facebook.com/miningmindsod/ 
 
This year you can catch us at the RDAS 
Market Day’s at our Mining Minds stall 
where you can find out about upcoming 
events, programs and connect with us for 
resources and support.  
 
Keep an eye out for our monthly education 
column in The Monitor Newspaper on pg.6 
and tune into Rox FM Wednesdays at 10am 
for Mining Minds Education Hour with Ruby 
Turner and Hayley Scrivens. 
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Local Young Women Attend 
Leadership Luncheon 
Women make up less than one-fifth of Australians 
qualified in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM). There are many 
opportunities in STEM industries with strong career 
prospects and high salaries so why aren't more 
women choosing a STEM career? 

More women should be encouraged to go into 
STEM fields, however this needs to start right from 
the school years with girls enrolling in STEM 
subjects and understanding that working in STEM 
industries can be an attractive career choice. 

Last year CEDA – the Committee for Economic Development of 
Australia held a luncheon with guest speakers Claire Fitzpatrick, 
MP, Jacqui McGill, BHP Billiton and Professor Tanya Monro, 
University of South Australia who lead a critical discussion around 
the importance of a STEM education and career for women and 
their thoughts on the importance of STEM for women to help build 
our workforce of the future. 

Our Mining Minds Coordinator Angela Thompson, Isabel 
Anderson and Renee Wurful from Roxby Downs Area School 
were supported to attend by BHP Billiton.  

Studies suggest that many factors 
contribute to the attitudes towards 

and achievement of young women in 
mathematics and science. 

Several studies point to interactions 
with mathematics and science 

teachers, curriculum content, hands-
on laboratory experiences and high 
school achievement in mathematics 

and science. 
 

Most significant though was 
encouragement from parents and 

resources being available at home. 

RDAS students Isabel Anderson and 
Renee Wurful with BHP Billiton Asset 
President Jacqui McGill, Local Member 
Eddie Hughes and Mining Minds 
coordinator Angela Thompson 
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Margey Whalley comes to 
Town as $4m Children’s 
Centre announced for  
Roxby Downs  
 

A Children’s Centre is a high quality early 
childhood service that supports children and 
families to achieve the best possible learning, 
health and wellbeing outcomes. It is a 
universal service, accessible to all but with a 
responsibility to ensure those also in need 
and who require additional support access 
them. 

They bring together a wide range of early 
childhood services and serve as a hub for the 
community; these include kindergarten, long 
day care, child and family services, early 
childhood medical specialists and family 
support programs. They are a ‘One stop 
Shop” where families can have their many 
needs met.  

Contact: Angela 
Thompson 

Shop Front 
Roxby Central 
Richardson Place 
Roxby Downs SA 5722 
0400 877 531 
angela@semannslattery.com 

Late last year Margey Whalley visited our area at the 
invitation of the Mining Minds project.  

She is founder of the UK based ‘Pen Green Centre for 
Under 5s and their families’ and author of ‘Involving 
parents in their children’s learning’.  

She helps parents and communities around the world 
understand child development in the early years and 
how to improve outcomes for children.  

Margey has long been an advocate and supporter of 
the Andamooka Children’s Centre, and with a new 
children’s centre announced for Roxby Downs, we had 
a unique opportunity to talk to her about what a great 
centre looks like and how parents and the community 
can be drivers for the best service possible to meet 
their needs.  

At Andamooka Margey met with parents who were 
clear about what they wanted from children’s services 
in their town. Margey encouraged them to act together 
to support the development of services in their town. 

Margey also spoke with locals at an open event hosted 
by the Roxby Downs Kindergarten. Parents were able 
to hear about and discuss what a Children’s Centre 
could mean for local families in Roxby Downs. 

What is a Children’s 
Centre? 
 

 



 

  

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen 
Garden  

Time for Wellbeing and Mining Minds recently worked 
together to apply for some seed funding under the 
‘Healthy Places - Local Partners’ initiative (supported by 
BHP Billiton and Time for Wellbeing). Six Educational 
sites including Andamooka Primary School, St Barbara’s, 
Roxby Downs Kindergarten, Roxby Downs OHSC, 
Roxby Early Learning Centre and the Roxby Downs 
Child Care Centre have been successful in receiving 
some funding to assist them take part in the Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen Garden Program. Angela Lafferty of 
Time for Wellbeing will soon be undertaking specialised 
training for the program in order to provide in-kind 
support to all sites involved. 
 
The Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Program is designed 
to deliver food education, integrated through all activities, 
supporting a wide range of learning, health and 
community objectives. This program will focus on 
improving food preparation and consumption behaviour, 
increase student and family school engagement and 
other positive outcomes for learning across multiple 
subject areas. The program has already begun roll out 
across the sites.   
Time for Wellbeing has recently produced local health 
and wellbeing information folders, and distribution of 
these folders among contractor’s community housing has 
commenced. 
Time for Wellbeing and Mining Minds are committed to 
working together with education providers to delivering 
the best outcomes for early childhood development and 
health education. For more info contact us via phone, 
email or drop-in and see us in our temporary Community 
Hub space in Roxby Central. 
 

[Street Address 
[City], [State][Postal Code 

Contact:  
Angela Lafferty 
 

Shop Front 
Roxby Central 
Richardson Place 
Roxby Downs SA 5722 
0448690263 
angela@healthyenvirons.com.au 


