
 

USA Word UK Word 
Recess Break 

Eraser Rubber 

Sidewalk Path 

Sneaker Trainer 

Flats Apartments 

Subway Underground 

Mall Shopping Centre 

Vacation Holiday 

Fall Autumn 

Restroom Toilet 

Diaper Nappy 

Candy Sweets 

Cell Phone Mobile Phone 

 Background Knowledge 

 

American School System 

• Elementary schools are composed of students in 

Kindergarten and grades 1-5 (UK equivalent is Reception to 

Year 6). Middle school is grades 5-8 (UK Years 7-9) and high 

school grades 9-12 (UK Years 10-13). These years can vary in 

certain localities. 

• Children graduate from every year from Pre-Kindergarten. 
 

American schools 

• Children stand at the start of each day and recite the 

‘Pledge if Allegiance’ with their hand on their heart. 

• Children have no school uniform and are given lockers (or 

cubbies) to store their resources and possessions. 

• They travel on yellow buses and journey times can be long if 

schools are far away. Elementary schools can start 

approximately 8:30am and finish at 3pm, whereas high 

schools can start as early as 7:30am and finish as early as 

2pm.                                      

                        American Words 

 

 

 

Name of Book: Wonder 

Year Group:  

Term:  

 

    North America 

Skyscrapers 

Central Park 

 

Characters 
August "Auggie" Pullman 

Auggie is a ten-year-old boy who was born with a facial deformity. All Auggie wants is to feel 
normal, but he has had to get used to being stared at and avoided by others throughout his 

entire life. The novel tells the story of Auggie going to a real school for the first time and 
growing up substantially over the course of his first year there. 

Via Pullman 
Auggie's older sister, Via, sometimes feels like the less important child in her family, since 
everyone often puts Auggie's needs first. She is starting at a brand new high school at the 

beginning of the novel, and faces struggles to fit in and be defined by an attribute other than 
having a deformed little brother. 

Isabel Pullman 
Auggie's mother, who loves Auggie deeply and truly wants the best for him, so much so that 

she can be overprotective. 
Nate Pullman 

Auggie's father, who has a special relationship with Auggie and wants to protect him, but 
recognizes that it is important that Auggie grow up and mature. 

Jack Will 
A boy at school whom Mr. Tushman asks to reach out and be friends with Auggie. Jack is 
averse to the idea at first, but eventually does become Auggie's friend; he appears to ruin 

this friendship. 
Summer Dawson 

Auggie's other close friend at school. Summer sits down with Auggie at lunch on the first day, 
initially because she feels sorry for him, but eventually continues spending time with him 

because he's sweet and funny and enjoyable to hang out with.  
Julian Albans 

The story's main antagonist: a kid at school who is consistently rude to Auggie, and tries to 
turn the entire school against Jack when Jack decides to keep being Auggie's friend. 

Mr. Tushman 
The principal of Beecher Prep, who always knows what is going on in the school and tries his 

best to make it an open, welcoming place for Auggie. 
Justin 

Via's new boyfriend, who comes from a family of divorced parents and really loves the 
closeness of the Pullman household. He plays the lead male role in the school play. 

Miranda 
Via's former best friend, who broke ties with Via over the summer after she lied and 

pretended to have a deformed brother while at camp. Miranda has always been extremely 
close to Auggie, and loves him like a little brother of her own. 

Ella 
Along with Miranda, Via's other old best friend, who also broke ties with Via over the 

summer. 
Christopher, Zachary and Alex 

Auggie's old friends.. 
Charlotte 

One of the kids at school who first shows Auggie around. Charlotte is known as a "goody two 
shoes" and stays neutral during the "war," apparently because she has a crush on Jack. 

Mr. Browne 
The fifth grade English teacher. Mr. Browne writes monthly precepts on the board -- 

motivational messages usually meant to encourage students to be kind and considerate and 
try their best. 

Ms. Petosa  
Auggie's homeroom teacher. 

 

New York 

New York 

QUOTES 

“If you have a choice between 

being right or kind, choose kind.” 

“Your deeds are your 

monuments” 
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