
Masterclasses
Facilitated by Bruno Caproni & Julian Evans and 
other experts in the classical field. The six finalists in 
the Trench Award will participate in these, which are 
OPEN and FREE to all singers, musicians, teachers and 
the public, providing a unique opportunity to observe 
renowned artists at work. Further details & schedule: 
087 2836675

Fri 3 – Mon 6
May 2019

Birr, Co. Offaly 
057 9122911 www.birrtheatre.com

St. Brendan’s Church of 
Ireland, Oxmantown Mall 
- 3pm (€10/€5)
A choral performance by 
30 children, age 9-12 years who 
love to sing! Following their Easter holiday music 
project facilitated by one of Ireland’s most sought 
after choral directors Anne Mc Cambridge, they will 
be joined by wonderful soloists from Ireland's music 
academies. Over 100 children have participated in 
the Birr Young Voices project since it began. Kindly 
supported by the Trench Trust.

Incorporating The Trench Award, now in its sixth year,
the aim of Birr Festival of Music is to expand the profile 

and enjoyment of classical music for all; to support 
emerging professional musicians in their training 

and development, with bursaries, masterclasses and 
performance opportunities.

Julia and Patrick Trench had an abiding love of music. 
Both sang, played piano, organ, flute and harp 

and were noted for their musical evenings at their home 
at Sopwell Hall, North Tipperary. Julia was one of the 
many generous benefactors of the establishment of 

Birr Theatre & Arts Centre.
Birr Festival of Music is immensely grateful to

The Trench Trust for its generous support.  

Buy Tickets: 057 9122911
www.birrtheatre.com

Festival Team: Maureen de Forge, Tommy Lyndon,
Emma Nee Haslam, Enda O'Connor, Rebecca Kelly, Michelle de Forge. 

Incorporating

The
Trench
Award

MONDAY 6 MAY 

Where Music 
Meets Art 

A dedicated exhibition of 
visual art inspired by all 
things musical, curated 

by artist EMMA BARONE. 
Official Opening & Launch 

of Birr Festival of Music 2019 
Friday 12 April

Birr Theatre & Arts Centre

Become a
Festival Patron

Become a Festival Patron/Sponsor. 
Enjoy Priority Booking, 

Music in Birr Castle & more. 
For further details contact: 057 9122911

birrfestivalofmusic@gmail.com

May Bank 
Holiday

Weekend 2019



Music In Birr Castle
For Festival Patrons & Sponsors.
Recital in the historic music room in Birr Castle - 3pm
Bruno Caproni & Julian Evans' highly anticipated 
return to Birr following their exquisite debut during our 
inaugural Festival. A leading Verdi baritone, Bruno 
has graced many of the world's major opera houses, 
performing with some of the greatest singers of our 
time, including Luciano Pavarotti, Renée Fleming 
and Rolando Villazon. Pianist Julian pursues a hugely 
successful career as a soloist in the major European 
concert halls and is also a prolific recording artist, 
frequently drawing sensational reviews.  

Trench Award 2019
Gala Concert
Birr Theatre & Arts Centre - 7.30pm €14/12
Six selected singers/musicians (under 27 years) all 
pursuing professional careers in the classical field, 
perform a 15 minute programme of their choice. The 
recipients of the Trench Award, the Birr Lions Club 
Bursary and the Canto al Serchio Prize will be selected 
by a distinguished panel of music experts. An Audience 
Choice Award will also be presented. Total value of 
bursaries €7,000.  Accompanist - Máire Carroll

Birr Theatre & Arts Centre - 8.00pm €16/14
Crash Ensemble are Ireland’s leading new music 
ensemble; a group of world-class musicians who play 
the most adventurous, ground-breaking music of today. 
Performing works by Irish composers Amy Rooney, Barry 
O’Halpin, Grainne Mulvey, Sam Perkin, Judith Ring and 
Brian Bolger, members of Crash travel to Birr bringing  
a rare opportunity to Festival audiences to experience 
their astonishing music-making. 

"Crash Ensemble, an Irish 
new-music collective with 
international cachet and 

considerable chops."
The Washington Post 

Birr Theatre & Arts Centre 
- 8pm €18/16
Join this year's INO's Studio 
Members, Rachel Croash 

soprano, Amy Ní Fhearraigh soprano, Andrew Gaven 
tenor, Robert McAllister bass, Rebecca Warren 
répétiteur, for a wonderful evening of opera performed 
by some of Ireland's most promising talent. All on the 
brink of their professional careers, this is a unique 
opportunity to hear future international stars in arias, 
duets and ensembles from well-loved and rare operas.

Music In Hospital
Birr Community Nursing Unit - 2.00pm
Familiar and rare melodies from award wining musicians 
and singers. Máire Carroll, pianist, returns from her busy 
career in the UK. Including a special guest performance 
by the acclaimed baritone Bruno Caproni and concert 
pianist Julian Evans. For patients, day-care clients, their 
families and staff. 

Arias in
the air & 
Strings in
the Streets!

2018 aWards
Philip Keegan (tenor)
Ben Gannon (oboe)

with the selection panel.

FRIDAY 3 MAY SATURDAY 4 MAY SUNDAY 5 MAY

Lunch & Music @ The Chestnut
The Chestnut Garden - 1.00pm €15 (includes light lunch) 

Kevin Neville baritone, makes a welcome return to Birr. 
A finalist in The Trench Award 2017, and winner of the 
Birr Lions Club Bursary. He has since performed principal 
roles and toured with Irish National Opera, Northern 
Ireland Opera, Lyric Opera Studio Weimar, and performs 
as soloist regularly in Oratorio and Concert. 
Niall Kinsella pianist, is fast establishing himself as one 
of the most exciting accompanists of his generation. 
He performs regularly across Europe, giving recitals 
with leading Irish and International singers.

Symphonies 
in Shops & 
Concertos
in Cafés!


