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American Hosta Society 50th Anniversary Convention to be held in Philadelphia 
from June 20–23, 2018. 
 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, April 25, 2018. 
 
Each year members of the American Hosta Society (AHS) gather at their convention to discuss 
the latest information on gardening with and hybridizing hostas, to view hostas in area gardens, 
to engage in horticultural competitions, and to shop from some of the nation’s pre-eminent 
hosta specialist nurseries. In 2018 the AHS will celebrate its 50th anniversary in Philadelphia, 
the location of its first convention in 1968. The event is hosted by the Delaware Valley Hosta 
Society (a local affiliate of the AHS) at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in Philadelphia – Valley 
Forge. 
 
Over the four days of the convention, attendees will present a Hosta Show, visit private gardens 
by motor coach, attend a series of educational lectures presented by an international panel, 
and conduct the annual business of the organization, bestowing a number of awards including 
the Alex J. Summers service award and the Eunice Fisher hybridizer’s award (each named for 
founders of the society). As well the membership will take advantage of the Philadelphia 
region’s status as America’s Garden Capital by visiting Longwood Gardens for its recently 
renovated Main Fountain Gardens display. 
 
Hostas are known as America’s most popular garden perennial. Native to Japan and eastern 
Asia, they thrive in partly shady garden areas in temperate and cold climate zones around the 
world. As they range in size from teacup minis to monsters 10 feet across, they can be used to 
make a season-long impact in most gardens. Foliage colors from calm green to splashy gold-
and-white extend the landscape possibilities, and the white to purple flower colors enhance the 
effect, sometimes adding delightful fragrance. Seven private gardens on the tour, representing 
southeastern Pennsylvania and northern Delaware, include smaller suburban plots and multi-
acre estate properties, with each garden presenting from over 200 to 2000 hosta varieties.  
 
In the Hosta Show competition at the convention hotel, individual leaves from specimen hostas 
are displayed to their best effect, while other competitions include entire potted plants or 
combinations of plants in miniature gardens. New hybrids are presented and evaluated for 
distinction, a growing challenge as there are more than 10,000 known hosta varieties.  
A collection of vendors will offer both newer and older varieties of hostas for sale to attendees 
and to the public; additional vendors will offer companion plants that grow well with hostas, 
such as Japanese maples and varieties of epimedium (barrenwort). 
 
Reflecting our love of hostas and paying homage to the Robert Indiana sculpture in central 
Philadelphia, our LOVE logo places a hosta leaf on the iconic image, with the gold variegation of 



the leaf recalling not only the brightest colors of hosta foliage but the golden anniversary of the 
society. 
 
While the private garden visits are only open to registered attendees, the public may visit the 
hosta show and the vending room on Friday and Saturday afternoons, June 22–23.  
 
For further information, visit www.ahs2018philly.org. Photographs from the website may be 
used with permission. For press credentials please contact convention@ahs2018philly.org.  
 
 
David Teager 
Chair, AHS 2018 Convention 
610-618-6742 
 

 
 
The American Hosta Society (www.americanhostasociety.org) is as a non-profit educational 
society formed to foster and promote knowledge of and interest in the genus Hosta, to 
encourage the introduction of the genus into cultivation, the development of new and 
improved varieties and to promote International Hosta Registry. 
 
The Delaware Valley Hosta Society (www.delvalhosta.org) is a non-profit organization formed 
to foster and promote knowledge and interest in the genus Hosta, and to encourage the 
introduction of the genus into local public and private gardens. The Society shall cooperate with 
the American Hosta Society with respect to our mutual goals and purposes. 
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