
GEMINI ADVERT 

This Sunday is the celebration of Pentecost and sadly it is 
another major festival in the life of the church where we 
will not be able to come together to celebrate. However, 
the pandemic has brought new opportunities and we have 
been able to move services online and this is quite likely to 
be something that we will continue in the longer term. We 
are really grateful to Kate Nolan, David White and various 
volunteers who have taken on the responsibilities and 
challenges of streaming the worship of St Mary’s.  

I am not sure of the date when we will be able to meet 
again, but when this happens, the most important thing 
will be that people feel safe. We have been following the 
Church of England guidelines and they will provide a 
number of suggestions on how we maintain a church 
environment that maintains hygiene and social distancing 
precautions. This will involve changes to how we normally 
do things. Once we know the full extent of the guidance it 
will be possible to provide a plan of what will happen that 
will be sent out and publicized before the church can be 
reopened.  

It is highly likely that over the lockdown period that you 
have been through a range of emotions. It has been a 
unique and challenging time. There have been some 
undoubted positives. The level of appreciation for key 
workers in society and the collective sense of looking out 
for people has been fantastic. Yet, there has also been 
some really difficult moments. It has been a tragic time for 
a number of bereaved families in the locality, who have 
been denied physical proximity with loved ones and the 
opportunity to come together with family and friends for 
funerals. It has not been possible to visit loved ones and all 
generations have had to come to terms with the 
challenges of isolation. The pandemic has raised some 

uncomfortable questions about social inequalities and 
there is still the wider uncertainty of the robustness of the 
economy and the implications of a deep recession.  
Overarching all of this is the fear that while progress has 
been made the coronavirus may well shape how we live 
for an indefinite period.  

In the Gospel stories the most frequent commandment 
that Jesus says is “don’t be afraid.” The fact that he said it 
so often shows it was an ongoing issue. Fear by its very 
nature makes us feel anxious, can divide and erode trust. 
In the Pentecost story the disciples have to overcome a 
huge fear, a fear that was highly understandable, that if 
they were seen in public, they might well face hostility and 
arrest. One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit that they received 
was the strength to face that fear and preach the good 
news of resurrection and hope.  I have to say that I feel a 
sense of fear about what will happen and how as a church 
we will get through this next stage of the church’s life. We 
are certainly going to face some huge challenges. Yet, the 
Holy Spirit always renews hope. There is something 
profoundly compelling about hope. No matter how 
difficult the times we live in, how challenging the 
situations we face, and despite the hurts and anxiety that 
we can experience, there is still a power within us that can 
keep us going and moving forward. At Pentecost we give 
thanks for the Holy Spirit that can still breath through the 
churches and the communities of which we are a part, 
giving us the courage to reach out and never lose heart. 

Thank you to everyone for what you have been doing 
through prayer and pastoral support and I look forward to 
welcoming you at St Mary’s on a Sunday morning soon.  

Rev Jonathan Gordon  
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HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES 
FITTED AT HOME OR 

YOUR PLACE OF WORK. 
 

Local and convenient low cost tyres 
fitted at a time and place that suits 

you.  
Budget, mid-range and premium 
tyres supplied at the best prices. 

 
info@thetyrechangers.co.uk 

thetyrechangers.co.uk 

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre 

From £15.75 per hr 

 

I am a qualified Yoga teacher with the Yoga for Health & Education Trust 

mailto:info@thetyrechangers.co.uk
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Professional, friendly, local help 

at reasonable prices with 
 

Wills 
Lasting Powers of Attorney 

Probate & Estates 
 

I have over 30 years’ experience, mainly with Central 
London solicitors, and can assist you with all of the 

above at a fraction of solicitors’ usual fees. 
 

 Simple Will £95 - two for £150 
Lasting Power of Attorney £90 - two for £160 

Probate & Estate work £60 per hour 
 

Home visits at no extra charge 
(and everything explained in plain English!) 

 
Please call for a free no-obligation discussion and quote 

 

www.probateandestates.co.uk 
david@probateandestates.co.uk 

DAVID PRICE & CO. 

01296 612955 

St Mary’s Primary in Northchurch  
The children of Key workers at St Marys School in 
Northchurch have been in school working hard not only on 
their home learning but also on making our community a 
happy place to be in these hard times! The children drew 
pictures, wrote jokes and letters to key workers.  They then 
decided who they would like to send them to. We posted 
them to 13 key workers, including supermarkets, vets, 
firefighters, police, care homes/carers and hospitals. We 
even sent pictures to the National Crime Agency in London! 
The children’s work didn’t go unnoticed and we received 
some wonderful ‘Thank you’ messages back.  We’re 
incredibly proud of all of children at St Mary’s who even 
during these difficult times are a beacon of hope and 
happiness! 

Here are some of our responses: 

'Firstly I would like to say a huge Thank You to you and all 
your children who have taken the time to draw pictures, 
write letters and send jokes to us here on Ward 3. They are 
all amazing and the jokes really made us all laugh.'- Stoke 
Mandeville  

'I just wanted to say a huge thanks to all of your children 
who sent us the lovely thank you messages. It means so 
much to the colleagues in Tring to be appreciated for the 
work that they do, and this made our day. I placed the 
letters and drawing on the community notice board as per 
my photos.'- Tring Tesco 
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Rossway 
 
This month we start a new series of articles on the 
larger houses in Northchurch parish and some of the 
people who lived in them. The first house in the series 
is Rossway, which can be found in the southwestern 
part of the parish near the parish border with 
Wigginton. 
 

 
The earliest reference to Rossway is thought to date 
from the 15th century when it was spelt Rotheway.  In 
1616, the small manor of Rossway, as it was now 
known, consisted of some 50 acres and remained that 
size for around the next two hundred years. In 1802, 
Robert Sutton, a London mercer, purchased the 
manor and over the subsequent  years he bought up 
much of the adjoining land so that by the time he died 
in 1848 the estate had grown in size to 577 acres. 
Then in 1863, Rossway was purchased for £34,500 by 
Charles Stanton Hadden.  
 
The Hadden family were originally of Scottish decent, 
but Charles Hadden’s recent ancestors had become 
wealthy hosiery manufacturers in Nottingham, which 
was where he was born. Charles Hadden was among 
the British pioneers, who in the 1840s, had gone to 
Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) to help clear the jungle and 
create new plantations to grow the highly profitable 
coffee plant. Ceylon’s perfect climate, soil conditions 
and geography meant that within a few years it had 
become the world’s largest coffee bean producer.  
 
Using the profits from the sale of coffee from his 

plantation, Charles Hadden demolished most of the 
existing property at Rossway and employed architect, 
Robert Evans, the brother of author Mary Ann Evans, 
better known under her pseudonym of ‘George Eliot’, 
to design the new two-storey Italianate mansion 
which still stands today. Work on the new mansion 
was completed by the end of 1866 and during the 
next few years the grounds were extensively 
remodelled and included a major tree-planting 
project. Living with Charles Hadden at Rossway at this 
time were his wife Fanny Anne and daughters, Anne, 
Eleanor and Fanny Jane, whilst his son, Charles 
Frederick, was away from home serving in the army. 
Profits from the family coffee business also enabled 
the Haddens to employ a governess, a cook, a lady’s 
maid, three other maids, a footman and a groom. By 
1871, Charles Hadden had become a Justice of the 
Peace covering Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire 
and he and his family, along with the domestic staff, 
were regular worshipers at St Mary’s Northchurch. 
Every Sunday, no matter the weather, the family and 
servants walked the two miles down the valley side to 
the church and returned by foot after the end of the 
service, the use of carriages on a Sunday being 
forbidden by Charles Hadden.  
 
All looked well for the prosperous Hadden family, but 
events back in Ceylon would soon mean a major 
upheaval.  
 
To be continued… 
  

Richard North 
 

Who Would Live in a House Like This? 

Charles Stanton Hadden at Rossway circa 1870.   The other people 
in the picture are possibly members of his family. 

Some of the domestic staff at Rossway 
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S. Delaney Carpentry and 
Property Maintenance 

 
25+ years experience 

All property maintenance undertaken 
All trades * Free estimates * No job too small 
 
Call Steve on 07890 554 578 
Email:  Stephen.delaney@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

Hate cleaning  

Your Oven? 

Let us do it for you! 

No Mess, no Smell,  No Fuss  

JUST Amazing Results 

 
Facebook.com/ovenhearts   

       07841 340403 
 

www.ovenhearts.co.uk 

 
Beryl Glynn ad 
 

2020 Choral workshop:  

A Festival of Psalms. 

Saturday July 25
th
  

St Mary’s Church, Northchurch. 

Time: 1pm-5pm workshop.  

Informal performance 6pm-7.15pm. 

Contact Jenny Hoare on 07957498947 for booking and for 
more information:  

    music@stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk   

mailto:music@stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk


Do you need help   
with all your odd jobs around your home?   

I can offer a reliable service   
Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman 
  

07802 906 870 
Many years experience  

Also decorating and phone points etc 
at a reasonable rate. 

 
 
 
 

Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages 

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,  
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,  

Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,  
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls  

 

Tel:01442 890750 
service@llheating.co.uk 

Rocamora House, Woodrow, 
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT. 

www.llheating.co.uk 
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Ashridge Wealth 

 
I provide a comprehensive wealth 

management service, offering specialist   

face-to-face advice tailored to you.  
 
My services include: 
 

Investment Planning  

Inheritance Tax Planning 

Intergenerational Planning 

Retirement Planning 

Insurance Planning 

Mortgage Advice 
 
To receive a complimentary guide covering 

wealth management, retirement planning 

or Inheritance Tax planning, contact:  
 
chris.dipascale@sjpp.co.uk 

07377 936852 
www.ashridgewealth.co.uk 

 
Your local builders—Established over 50 years 

 

P CHILDERLEY & SON 
 

Groundwork & driveway specialists 

All building works undertaken 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

 

Tel:  01442 866441 
Sharon, Tring Road, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, HP4 3SZ 

LOGS FOR SALE 

Please contact Glenn  on 
07951 126534 

Or order online at  
astropelogs.co.uk 

 

Standard Hardwood 
Logs  
and  

Premium Ash logs 
 

FREE Delivery 
 

Barrowing and stacking     
services available  
please ask for details. 
 
Quality, seasoned and dry 
firewood with great service 
from ASTROPE LOGS 

HANDYMAN WITH VAN 
 

LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED BUILDER 
 

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 

DECORATING AND GENERAL REPAIRS 
 

LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT         GARDENS TIDIED 
 

LIGHT REMOVALS        REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 

PLEASE CALL MICK 

0775 393 8180 

mailto:chris.dipascale@sjpp.co.uk
http://www.ashridgewealth.co.uk
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Appledown Rescue and 

Rehoming Kennels 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Appledown Rescue & 
Rehoming Kennels, Harling 

Road, Eaton Bray,  
Bedfordshire LU6 1QY 

 

01525 220383  
 

appledown.kennels@btinternet.com 

www.appledownrescue.co.uk 
 
 

Follow us on Facebook, 

Twitter & Instagram! 

No words to pray 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A candle prayer 
 

God, 
Wherever you are, 

I have no words to pray. 
I am in the darkness, 

Aching, 
Lost, 

In pain. 
 

As I light my candle, 
I reach out to you, 

For my family and friends, 
For the world around me, 

For myself. 
Give me strength 

To face another day. 
Shine your light into my 

dark places 
And help me to know 

I am not alone. 
 

Amen 
 
 
© April McIntyre 
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Hello from   
 

 

everyone at St Mary's Northchurch and  
we do hope that everyone is safe and well.  

Please do remember that we are here to 
help and support our community. If you or anyone you know is isolating or 
experiencing difficulties during this time, please do get in touch. 

 Our Sunday morning service is now live on Facebook at 10am every Sunday morning.   

 Every evening at 10pm, we have a short Night Prayer (Compline) service, live on Facebook. 

 Both services are subtitled.  Both will be available to watch afterwards. 

Look at our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/stmarynorthchurch    for 
these services and for more information. 

Stay well and keep safe! 

A message from Terry Douris 
 
If a group is undertaking a specific project related to 
and supporting people as a result of CoronaVirus 
COVID-19, I have some funding available. There are 
some rules relating to the allocation of this but I 
would be happy to discuss with any group. 
 
Terry Douris 
County Councillor for Bridgewater Division 
Cabinet Member for Education, Libraries and Localism 
Hertfordshire County Council    
Phone: 01442 402273 
Mobile 07818 580087 
Email: terry.douris@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

 

Church Fete Update 
 
Unfortunately there will be 
no church fete in July.   
 
The Fete will be back next 
year, bigger and better. 
 

http://www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/stmarynorthchurch
mailto:terry.douris@hertfordshire.gov.uk

