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A welcome from our new Curate
Having been licensed to the benefice over a month ago,
on 27th June, it feels a little late to be introducing myself to
you now. I hope I have managed to meet many of you in
person already and intend to meet all of you over the
coming months.
It has been a joy and a privilege to join the team at
St Mary’s Northchurch and St Bartholomew’s Wigginton. I
couldn’t have wished for a better Training Incumbent in
Jonathan, and wonderful guidance and support from
Michael, both of whom have given me so many
opportunities. And thank you to everyone in both
parishes who have made me so welcome.
As many of you already know, I am married with
two teenage sons, and I live in Potten End where I grew
up. I went to Tring Convent, so the school run used to
take me past St Mary’s every morning, often waiting for
the traffic lights outside the alms houses. I first got the
call to ordained ministry in my late teens, before it was
legal, and spent the next 20 years running into the mouth
of a whale! However, being obedient, I did look into the
entry requirements and saw to my relief you had to be
twenty-nine, male and a graduate to apply for ordination.
I was off the hook! After an enjoyable career and starting
a family, God reminded me He was still waiting so I started
to consider whether I had a call to ordained ministry. The
good, the bad and the ugly of life got in the way and I
abandoned all thoughts of ministry until my then vicar
identified a potential vocation within me. Unlike the
storyline in The Archers, the discernment process in St
Albans is a minimum of three or four gruelling years,
followed by a Big Brother style selection process. I loved
my three years training at Ripon College Cuddesdon.
Pandemic permitting, I will to be ordained to SelfSupporting Ministry on 26th September, which means I will

be with you on a part time voluntary basis. I am also part
of the hospice chaplaincy team, and work as an exam
invigilator at Ashlyns. I love BCP, chocolate, beer and
Argentine Tango.
As the schools go back and we get used to the
“new normal” with the gradual easing of lockdown, we are
in a time of new beginnings. We have an opportunity to
make a fresh start. Perhaps lockdown has encouraged us
to reassess our priorities and look on our pattern of life
from a new perspective. The Christian faith is always
about new beginnings and we have had some wonderful
new beginnings at St Mary’s in the past month since we
returned to church. We have had our first post-lockdown
wedding. Weddings are always a lovely celebration, but
this was particularly special as a couple who are valued
members of our congregation, waiting patiently through
the pandemic and all the changing restrictions, were able
to join with loved ones in a small and beautiful ceremony.
At the time of writing, I am planning our second postlockdown baptism, for a family who have had connections
with our church for three generations. This is at the heart
of St Mary’s, the gathering together for life events, or
sitting alone in the sanctuary of our ancient church,
watched over by the beautiful angels painted above the
altar. The pews are imbued with the prayers and worship,
joy and sorrow, laughter and tears of generations.
One of the benefits of starting curacy during
lockdown is that it has given me the opportunity to meet
many within the parish one on one, often via Zoom or in
garden visits. If I haven’t met you yet and you are free to
chat,
please
drop
me
an
email
curate@stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk. I would love to hear
from you.
Miranda Seldon

GEMINI ADVERT

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre

Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road
Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH

I am a qualified Yoga teacher with the Yoga for Health & Education Trust

From £15.75 per hr

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES
FITTED AT HOME OR
YOUR PLACE OF WORK.
Local and convenient low cost tyres
fitted at a time and place that suits
you.
Budget, mid-range and premium
tyres supplied at the best prices.

info@thetyrechangers.co.uk

thetyrechangers.co.uk
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The bells are ringing again on Sundays
Have you heard the bells?
On 16th August, a band of 4 ringers rang for 15 minutes before the Sunday service at 10.00 am. Joy for the
ringers after 5 months – and we hope for the community too!
The official guidelines only allow 4 bells to be rung in an 8-bell tower. That may sound a bit thin, but it’s better
than nothing. The permitted 15 minutes has to include ringing up and ringing down, which is when you don’t
hear Northchurch ringers at their best, as these are tricky exercises we still have to master. Each ringer is
assigned a particular bell and must stay close to ‘their’ bell, and there will be an unused bell between them.
Face coverings must be worn – the ringing room is an enclosed space, not very well ventilated. And hand
sanitiser must be applied before and after ringing. Evidence suggests that the virus does not live for more than
a few days on surfaces, eg. bell ropes, so ringers are OK from one week to the next.
The local ringers will take turns Sunday by Sunday so that everyone has the chance to exercise their muscles!
We trust you will agree that the sound of Sunday bells is a welcome sign of hope.
Valerie Clark

S. Delaney Carpentry and
Property Maintenance

25+ years experience
All property maintenance undertaken
All trades * Free estimates * No job too small
Call Steve on 07890 554 578
Email: Stephen.delaney@hotmail.co.uk

DAVID PRICE & CO.
Professional, friendly, local help
at reasonable prices with

Wills
Lasting Powers of Attorney
Probate & Estates
I have over 30 years’ experience, mainly with Central
London solicitors, and can assist you with all of the
above at a fraction of solicitors’ usual fees.
Simple Will £95 - two for £150
Lasting Power of Attorney £90 - two for £160
Probate & Estate work £60 per hour

Home visits at no extra charge

(and everything explained in plain English!)
Please call for a free no-obligation discussion and quote
www.probateandestates.co.uk
david@probateandestates.co.uk

01296 612955
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Who Would Live in a House Like This?
Rossway – Part 2
In 1869, coffee valued at over one hundred million
pounds was being exported from Ceylon (now called
Sri Lanka). Among those benefitting from the valuable
coffee trade was Charles Stanton Hadden, the owner
of ‘Rossway’ located just outside of Northchurch, who
owned a coffee plantation on the island. The same
year, some of the other Ceylon plantation owners
started to notice small pale-yellow spots appearing on
the upper surfaces of their coffee plant leaves which
was shortly followed by the appearance of orange
spores on the undersides. Although not killing the
plant, the leaves eventually dropped off and led to a
significant fall in the coffee plant’s yield. Initially, it
was not seen as a major concern, as the size of the
plantations, together with the high market price for
beans, meant that the coffee industry on the island
remained highly profitable.
Within ten years however, the coffee fungus, now
identified as Hemileia vastatrix, had spread across the
island, aided by the humid climate, and had begun to
have a devasting effect on the coffee crop. This led to
a significant fall in the regular source of income for
the plantation owners like Charles Stanton Hadden
who depended on it to maintain their lifestyle.
Following the lead of other plantation owners wanting
to save their investment, Hadden was forced to look
as alternative crops to grow on his land. The best
suited proved to be the tea plant, which although

popular, was nowhere near as profitable as coffee,
and required considerable investment to enable it to
grow on a commercial basis. Sacrifices had to be
made, and by 1886 Hadden was faced with little
choice but to leave ‘Rossway’ and move his family to
London, whilst renting out the estate to gain
additional income. It would be some years before a
Hadden was again to live at ‘Rossway’.

To be continued…

Image courtesy of Howard F. Schwartz, Colorado State
University, Bugwood.org

Richard North

**Cleaner needed for St Mary’s Northchurch Parish Rooms**
If you are an enthusiastic and fastidious cleaner who can
spare about an hour per day Monday to Friday during term
times (mostly), please contact Evelyn Hodgson at
evelyn@stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk.
You will need to be able to fit round the Parish Room bookings, so either
early morning or late evening (to be arranged).
A DBS check will be required.
Rate : £10.00 per hour.
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Hope beyond despair
In the Greek myth, Pandora opened the jar which confined all the ills that might fall upon humanity. Out they
flew like gnats; and although she quickly closed it again, the mortal race was stung with old age, labour,
sickness and the rest. Only hope remained, imprisoned in the jar. Was hope another curse, that would prevent
mortals from facing reality? Or was it a virtue, able to save us from despair? The myth invites the question, but
does not answer it.
“Abandon hope, all you who enter here”, says the inscription over Dante’s Hell; which to Milton is the place
where “hope never comes, that comes to all.” These are poets’ ways of saying that Hell, cut off from God, is a
place where there is nothing left to strive for, no reaching forward beyond our difficulties. But can hope reach
beyond the finality of death?
Some years ago, a student at the University of Leuven was killed in a bicycle accident. The Rector of the
University visited his parents and spoke sincere words of sympathy; but they were inconsolable. Greatly
distressed, the Rector instructed the Faculty of Theology to organise a conference to remind both the
university and the wider public of the Christian teaching on life after death, which holds out hope even beyond
that barrier. This they did.
The Christian hope flows from the words of Jesus; and it is confirmed in his resurrection. Jesus, says Paul, is the
first fruit of that eternal life to which we are called by God’s gift. That is true hope, something which we could
not possibly achieve for ourselves. We cannot prove that it is real, but we hold to it as part of our trust in Jesus,
a trust often confirmed by our experience, but to which we hold also in adversity.
The conference set out the Christian hope; but then one of the speakers added, “No Heaven without Earth”.
The Christian hope offers no excuse to sit back. That would be like the Greek fear that hope could be a curse.
No, Christian hope gives us a reason to strive now, to live the life of generosity, fidelity and love. That is why
the Christian hope is a virtue, not a curse. Yes, the ills of humanity are real. But the Christian hope invites us to
reach beyond despair.
David White

Beryl Glynn ad

Hate cleaning
Your Oven?
Let us do it for you!
No Mess, no Smell, No Fuss

JUST Amazing Results
Facebook.com/ovenhearts

07841 340403
www.ovenhearts.co.uk
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Your local builders—Established over 50 years

Do you need help

P CHILDERLEY & SON

with all your odd jobs around your home?

Groundwork & driveway specialists
All building works undertaken
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman

Tel: 01442 866441

Sharon, Tring Road, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, HP4 3SZ

I can offer a reliable service

07802 906 870
Many years experience
Also decorating and phone points etc
at a reasonable rate.

Ashridge Wealth
I provide a comprehensive wealth
management service, offering specialist
face-to-face advice tailored to you.

My services include:

HANDYMAN WITH VAN
LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED BUILDER
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
DECORATING AND GENERAL REPAIRS
LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT
LIGHT REMOVALS

GARDENS TIDIED

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Investment Planning
Inheritance Tax Planning
Intergenerational Planning
Retirement Planning
Insurance Planning
Mortgage Advice
To receive a complimentary guide covering
wealth management, retirement planning
or Inheritance Tax planning, contact:

chris.dipascale@sjpp.co.uk
07377 936852
www.ashridgewealth.co.uk

PLEASE CALL MICK

0775 393 8180

LOGS FOR SALE

Standard Hardwood
Logs
and

Premium Ash logs
FREE Delivery

Please contact Glenn on
07951 126534
Or order online at
astropelogs.co.uk

Barrowing and stacking
services available
please ask for details.
Quality, seasoned and dry
firewood with great service
from ASTROPE LOGS

Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,
Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls

Tel:01442 890750
service@llheating.co.uk
Rocamora House, Woodrow,
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT.
www.llheating.co.uk
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No words to pray

A candle prayer
God,
Wherever you are,
I have no words to pray.
I am in the darkness,
Aching,
Lost,
In pain.
As I light my candle,
I reach out to you,
For my family and friends,
For the world around me,
For myself.
Give me strength
To face another day.
Shine your light into my
dark places
And help me to know
I am not alone.
Amen
© April McIntyre

Appledown Rescue and
Rehoming Kennels

Appledown Rescue &
Rehoming Kennels, Harling
Road, Eaton Bray,
Bedfordshire LU6 1QY

01525 220383
appledown.kennels@btinternet.com

www.appledownrescue.co.uk

Follow us on Facebook,
Twitter & Instagram!

Hello from everyone at St Mary's Northchurch and we do hope that everyone is safe and well.
Please do remember that we are here to help and support our community. If you or anyone you know is
experiencing difficulties during this time, please do get in touch.
Our Sunday morning service is at 10am every Sunday morning, and on Facebook afterwards.
Every evening at 10pm, we have a short Night Prayer (Compline) service on Facebook.
Both services are subtitled. Both will be available to watch afterwards.
Look at our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/stmarynorthchurch for these services and for more
information.




Appledown Rescue and Rehoming Kennels

We have been very busy since reopening after lockdown and we are delighted that many dogs who had been in
kennels for longer than we would have hoped have now found loving homes. But for Marble, Levi, Yasmine and
others the wait continues. If you are interested in offering a dog a secure and happy home please download an
application form from our website. There is lots of information about the adoption process on the website too.
Albums of photos and information on some of the available dogs can be found on our Facebook page, but
please bear in mind that not all the dogs have albums and we have frequent new arrivals, so it is worth sending
in a form. Our experienced staff make every effort to match the right dog with the right owner. Viewings are
now by appointment only.

For adoption information and application form visit our website www.appledownrescue.co.uk
Appledown Rescue & Rehoming Kennels, Harling Road, Eaton Bray, Beds LU6 1QY
01525 220383 (10-12 a.m.& 2-4 p.m.) e-mail: appledown.kennels@btinternet.com
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!

Contacts for the Newsletter
Distribution to Valerie Clark, 07821 896734. Advertising & editorial by email to the Editor, Jill Hipson
Jill.hipson@live.co.uk.
All advertisements must be paid for before they can be printed. Copy date is 15th of each month.

All church enquiries to:
Revd Jonathan Gordon
St Mary’s Church

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679

Parish Room Bookings:
Emily Millar 07929 934367

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk

Sad News from
Phakamisa
7-9 Church Lane
P O Box 169
Pinetown
3600
South Africa
www.phakamisa.org

Dear Friends,
As some of you will have already heard Thokozani Poswa, the director of Phakamisa sadly died last
month after contracting Covid 19. She had been director since November 2013. Those of you who
were able to meet her during her trips to the U.K. will remember her infectious enthusiasm for
Phakamisa and her wish to spread the love of God to all she met.
She was so grateful to the supporters in this country and wanted to share the work of the project as
widely as possible. So much so that she willingly travelled to the UK despite never having flown or
even been outside of South Africa before her first trip to the UK. She didn’t however enjoy, or get used
to, the lower temperatures in this country!
Please hold the whole Phakamisa family in your prayers at this time as they plan the way forward. Two
staff members have also lost close members of their families and four of the ‘gogos’ have died in the
last month. The work continues in these challenging conditions. Gogos and students are unable to go
to the Phakamisa premises but continue to be supported. Remember that many live in homes without
basic facilities and have to collect water from a communal tap, especially difficult at a time when frequent hand washing is paramount.
We will be holding a service of thanksgiving for the life of Thokozani at Christ Church, Long Eaton.
Given the restrictions at the moment we have set a provisional date of Saturday April 24 th, 2021. More
details will be circulated nearer the time
If you would like to make a donation in memory of Thokozani you can do this by;
Sending a cheque made payable to ‘Phakamisa’ to the
UK Treasurer, Rachel Foulds, 59 Winston Drive, Skegness, Lincolnshire, PE25 2RE,
by bank transfer, account number 06004775
sortcode 80-02-24
or via the PayPal link on our website.
Thank you for your continued support
The Phakamisa UK Trust

Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of his faithful servants
Psalm 116 v15

