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MISSION STATEMENT

The Arctic Funders Collaborative promotes more informed and effective grantmaking to support
healthy Arctic communities and ecosystems. We leverage support for opportunities across the Arctic
that advance land and water stewardship, capacity building for Indigenous peoples, and community and
cultural well-being.

VISION

To facilitate continued growth in Arctic philanthropy by building capacity within the philanthropic
sector to support Arctic initiatives, and strengthening connections among philanthropic institutions
and Northern, especially Indigenous, communities.

AFC is a project on Tides Canada’s shared platform, which
provides governance, human resources, financial, and grant
management for leading environmental and social projects
across Canada, allowing projects to more effectively achieve
their missions.

OUR KEY OBJECTIVES
•
•
•
•
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Encourage, inform, and grow philanthropic investment in the Arctic by serving as a resource and
support network for new and established Arctic funders
Work as a collective to advance and create awareness about environmental and social issues
impacting the North and its sub-regions
Lead and share best practices that strengthen relationship building and collaborative actions
among philanthropic, Indigenous and Northern communities
Maximize the impact of our collective resources by collaborating and developing strategic
partnerships that advance priorities led by the people of the North
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Our Community

Greenland Learning Trip

2018 MEMBERS
444S Foundation

Pew Charitable Trusts U.S.

Alaska Conservation Foundation

Tamalpais Trust

Climate Justice Resilience Fund

Tides Canada Foundation

Gordon and Betty Moore

Trust for a Mutual Understanding

Foundation

Walter & Duncan Gordon

NoVo Foundation

Foundation

Oak Foundation

Windrose Fund

Pathy Family Foundation

AFC STAFF
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2018/2019 Year in Review

Itoah Scott-Enns

Elizabeth Liske

S h e n e C a t h o l i q u e -Va l p y

AFC Director

Indigenous Initiatives
Fellow

Community Coordinator

The AFC hosted a learning trip to Greenland
May 19-26, 2018. Nine individuals representing
six AFC members traveled to the communities
of Nuuk, Ilulissat, and Ilimanaq for a week-long
learning opportunity to build connections and learn
about climate change resilience, Indigenous selfgovernance, marine stewardship, Indigenous and
youth leadership, and Inuit culture.
The experience offered an introduction to a place
in the Arctic where North American philanthropic
organizations have little presence. Our time in
Greenland was successful in helping to make some
initial introductions and help facilitate relationship
building amongst our community of funders
and organizations in Greenland. One of the key
takeaways from the trip was the clear need for
funders to spend more time in the region, especially
those with grantmaking interests. Our seven days
in 3 different Greenland communities raised
more questions and nurtured an interest for more
information to deepen our understanding of such
an amazing and unique Arctic place. The trip was
also successful in building our network with young
Indigenous leaders in Greenland, and we have
since recruited two young leaders to sit as advisors
to the Arctic Indigenous Fund. Additionally,
trip participants will continue to connect with
the community leaders that we learned from in
Greenland and support their travel and engagement
in international events, meetings, and opportunities.
These efforts will support important knowledge
exchanges with other regions and support the
Greenlandic perspective to be better represented in
relevant forums.
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2018/2019 In Review
AFC Annual Meeting
The AFC Annual Meeting 2018 – Arctic Peoples, Cultures & Ecosystems:
A Transboundary Lens was held on October 17 & 18, 2018 in Anchorage
Alaska. The meeting provided an opportunity for members to discuss
how their work can support ideas and innovation in the North using
a transboundary lens to strengthen approaches to environmental
stewardship, community building, and cultural revitalization.

Northern Webinar Series
We hosted a Marine Conservation Opportunities Webinar in Chukotka
and the Russian Arctic to share the findings of a report commissioned by
the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation. A presentation and discussions
with David Gordon, Eduard Zdor, Mary Turnipseed, and Barbara
Lanciers discussed the ecological connectivity between Russia and Alaska,
threats to marine biodiversity, and strategies to engage with Russia to
foster marine conservation. A recording of the webinar can be found on
the AFC website.

Communications & Outreach
In June 2018, AFC Director, Itoah Scott-Enns, and AFC Member, Sonja Swift were featured as Spotlight
Speakers at the Biodiversity Funders Group Annual Retreat in Kona, HI. Sonja spoke passionately about
asking the hard questions of the sector and doing work with humility and Itoah shared her Dene worldview on
philanthropy and environmental stewardship. Copies of their speeches can be found on our website in the AFC
Blog. Itoah also gave a keynote speech at the Vancouver Youth Funders Summit, and participated in a plenary
discussion at the International Funders of Indigenous Peoples Conference in Santa Fe, New Mexico, to share
about the work of the Arctic Indigenous Fund and best practices in Indigenous grantmaking.
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2019/2020 Looking Forward
Momentum Fellowship
The AFC is partnering with Philanthropy Northwest to host a Momentum Fellow for the 2019-2021 cohort.
Elizabeth (Liz) Liske joined the AFC team in June 2019 as the new Indigenous Initiatives Fellow. Liz will
be responsible for supporting the ongoing growth and development of the Arctic Indigenous Fund, as
well as general administration of the AFC, while participating in the Momentum Fellowship leadership
development programming. The Indigenous Initiatives Fellow position was made possible with the generous
support of: 444S Foundation, Alaska Conservation Foundation, Gordon & Betty Moore Foundation, Oak
Foundation, Tides Canada Foundation, Trust for a Mutual Understanding, and Windrose Fund.

Year of Indigenous Languages
The AFC and the Arctic Indigenous Fund are celebrating Arctic Indigenous languages for the
UNESCO Year of International Indigenous Languages 2019. The Arctic Indigenous Fund focused
their 2019 grantmaking on supporting Indigenous language organizations and this Fall, the AFC and
Arctic Indigenous Fund will host webinars to share about the work that our grant partners are doing
strengthening languages and Indigenous ways of life across the Arctic. We will be publishing an Indigenous
languages themed newsletter in October 2019, featuring grant partners and funders supporting language
work, as well as information about language resources and initiatives across the Arctic.

Northern Webinar Series
The AFC launched the Northern Webinar Series 2 years ago to:
• provide a platform for Northern grant partners to share their voice and tell their stories on key topics
• raise awareness amongst the broader philanthropic community about the issues impacting Arctic
communities and ecosystems
• promote dialogue on best practices in grant-making and responsible partnerships
Join us for our next webinar:
“Considering Indigenous-Led Arctic Observation/Monitoring Networks”
August 27 @ 11 AM PT/1 PM ET (More info at www.arcticfunders.com on 06/08/19)
We are also planning webinars in October/November to celebrate Arctic Indigenous languages, and feature
the work of organizations strengthening Indigenous languages and ways of life across the Arctic.
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Funder Roundtable
We are convening Northern grantmakers for a 1-day funder roundtable
on September 10, 2019. This gathering will provide an opportunity
to strengthen relationships with peers from the sector, share about
your own work and grantmaking goals, identify alignment, learn
together, and participate in thoughtful reflection about funder roles,
responsibilities, and best practices in Northern grantmaking. Featured
Indigenous guest speakers will ground our discussions as we explore
what it means to support healthy and thriving Northern communities
and ecosystems in alignment with community visions, values and
leadership. The gathering will take place at a traditional Dene camp
located near Yellowknife to provide a land-based environment for reflection and learning, as well as a special
opportunity to participate in cultural activities.

AFC Annual Meeting
The 2019 AFC Annual Meeting will be held in Yellowknife, NT, Canada on September 9 & 10, 2019 and
will be focused on the theme “Healthy & Thriving Northern Communities”.

AFC Leadership Transition
The AFC is going through an exciting period of transition this coming year as we prepare to welcome a
new AFC Co-Chair, Hester Dillon from NoVo Foundation, and Director, as we celebrate outgoing Director,
Itoah Scott-Enns, and Co-Chair, Anne Henshaw. Anne is stepping down as Chair to make way for new
leadership, but will remain an active AFC member and grantmaker in the North. After over 4 years as
AFC Director, Itoah is moving on to new and exciting challenges in the North in a position that allows
her to work more closely with Dene communities. The AFC will begin recruitment for a new Director this
Fall and are looking for help getting the word out to help us find an awesome new leader to support our
ongoing growth. We thank Itoah and Anne for their years of dedicated service and leadership!
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Arctic Indigenous Fund
The Arctic Indigenous Fund is a new fund that was launched in 2018 and is being led by young Indigenous
leaders from across the Arctic. It is a unique opportunity for Northerners to have the power to decide how
philanthropic funding should be distributed in ways that better support the needs of Northern communities
and align with existing Indigenous-led efforts and leadership shaping the future of the North. It has also
become an important initiative in engaging young leaders in the philanthropic sector and raising awareness
across the North about opportunities in philanthropy.

Healing Through Language
Knowledge Exchange

In October 2018, the Arctic Indigenous Fund Advisors hosted their first knowledge exchange
themed “Healing Through Language”. Ten guest organizations attended the gathering in Bethel,
Alaska from Sweden, Finland, Greenland, Alaska, and Canada. The knowledge exchange provided an
important opportunity to share knowledge across the Arctic and celebrate the successes of Indigenous
communities in vitalizing their languages. The gathering also supported network building, crosscultural dialogue, and community building amongst some of the Arctic’s language experts. We would
like to say Quyana to the community of Bethel and Ayaprun Elitnaurvik for the wonderful hospitality,
and to all of the guests who traveled from across the Arctic to participate in the event.

Our Purpose
Indigenous-led philanthropy in the Arctic that is rooted in Indigenous
cultures, traditions, and self-identified goals for the future

Our Vision
Thriving Indigenous communities in the Arctic

Our Values
The values that will inform the way we work include:
Acknowledge our communities make decisions for themselves on their own
terms;
Help one another, because we are strong together;
Embrace the healing power of lands and waters;
Treat each other and our partners with respect, patience, and kindness;
Carry out our responsibilities in a manner that is flexible, knowledgeable,
transparent, accountable, and inclusive; and
Contribute to the strength of our communities, while maintaining a spirit of
humility, humour, and generosity
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AIF Advisors

AIF Funding
2019 Funding - Indigenous Languages
The Arctic Indigenous Fund Advisors were inspired by the work of the
Knowledge Exchange participants and took what they learned from the
gathering to shape their strategy and support Indigenous language
initiatives in their first grant cycle. In 2019, the Arctic Indigenous Fund
is granting $307,000 USD total to seven Indigenous organizations in five
Arctic countries in support of Arctic Indigenous languages.
Dewey Hoffman

In celebration of the UNESCO International Year of Indigenous Languages
2019 and the work of their partners, the Arctic Indigenous Fund has
launched a video in support of Indigenous Languages across the Arctic:
https://www.facebook.com/FundArctic/videos/370497946924645/

Jana Angulalik

Chandre Szafran

Alaska

Canada

Alaska

2020 Funding - Indigenous Youth
The Arctic Indigenous Fund is excited to launch their second year
of grantmaking in late 2019 following their Advisor Meeting in
Norway in September 2019. The next grant cycle will be focused
o n s u p p o r t i n g I n d i g e n o u s Yo u t h i n i t i a t i v e s a n d w i l l i n v o l v e a n
open call for proposals in some Arctic regions.

Shayla Snowshoe

Tu k u m m i n n g i a q O l s e n

K u l u k Ly b e r t h

Canada

Greenland

Greenland

Follow us online to get updates about this work:
F a c e b o o k + Tw i t t e r : @ F u n d A r c t i c
Instagram: @ArcticIndigenousFund
We b : w w w. a r c t i c f u n d e r s .c o m / a r c t i c - i n d i g e n o u s - f u n d

12

Marion Aslaksen Ravna

Christina Henriksen

Sapmi (Norway)

Sapmi (Norway)
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Contact:
Itoah Scott-Enns
Director
Phone: 1 (867) 444-2321
Email: director@arcticfunders.com
Tw i t t e r : @ a r c t i c f u n d e r s
Address:
4902 49th Street - 3rd Floor
PO Box 2392
Ye l l o w k n i f e , N T, X 1 A 2 P 1

www.arcticfunders.com

