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Well, nine flights and thousands of kilometers later, I am back from a whirlwind trip to Eastern Europe. I spent 

time in Hungary, Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova, connecting with the YFC National Directors, and also visiting 

ministry sites and meeting other staff and volunteers. It was such a great trip in so many ways. I learned a lot 

about the struggles they face in their countries, with poverty, fatherlessness and alcohol being huge factors in the 

lives of so many. In Belarus alone there are 30,000 orphans, and thousands of other kids are in family situations 

that are less than ideal. Ukraine is rich in agriculture but has a government that is corrupt and not setting things 

in place to reap the full benefit from their land. Families in the many small villages earn about $100 to $200 per 

month, barely enough to survive. Life is hard, and kids and families are discouraged and often not coping well. I 

am so thankful to have visited the YFC works and to see how they are reaching out to support kids, and ultimately 

families, through the programs they offer. It is hard to tell you everything I experienced so let me tell you a few 

stories that will help capture some of it.   

Belarus Sport’s Ministry 

I was so moved by the passion and enthusiasm of the staff and 

volunteers who are doing all they can to support and help hurting 

kids. The following is a link to a short couple of videos of the man 

who leads these sports programs and displays such passion 

https://goo.gl/qEp7SU (double click on the play button). Once an 

orphan himself, he now reaches out to bring orphans and other kids 

from challenging home situations to their after school and weekend 

program. They look like any other kids, but their lives are vastly 

different from most of our young people here. The teens play hard, 

discover how to work as a team, and learn about a God who loves 

them. These kids are changed as they receive love and 

encouragement, something that is scarce or non existent in their 

world.  

 

 

I will never forget our visit to a small church who partners with YFC to 

run a day center where the kids are fed, helped with their homework 

and taught about Jesus. We entered to be greeted by a large woman 

with gold caps on her teeth and a huge smile. She was busy cooking for 

the kids who would be showing up for their program. Next I would 

meet the pastor, dressed in old clothes and a wool hat. The 

temperature inside couldn’t have been much warmer than outside 

because they only turn the heat up when the kids come, but they didn’t 

seem to mind at all. We began talking and I didn’t need the translation 

to feel the heart he has for the kids - it exuded out of him! Here is 

another video that shares a story of one young girl who started coming 

to their program  

 

Moldova Day Center 

despite being beaten by her dad, and given lower marks in school because the teacher didn’t like that she was going 

to this program. I am so glad that these dedicated staff and volunteers are there loving on these kids who so need it. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/T8uPMUbPVcz4jKBw7   
 

https://goo.gl/qEp7SU
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On it’s way… 

The two days before I left on my trip it was a joy to pack a container for YFC 

Belarus with 52 bikes, over 1600 boxes of supplies and 164 pieces of furniture to 

help them with their Day Center and Sport’s ministries. Warm clothing, blankets 

and shoes for the families, new school supplies for each young person, sewing 

machines to give them opportunity to learn and provide for themselves, over 

400 special hygiene kits put together with notes from students here, kitchen 

items to help their food program at the centers, folding tables for kids to do 

their homework at, and much more. One cool story. Before we packed it I went 

to one store and got 8 floor hockey sticks, and another one to get 8 more and 2 

nets, so that I could send them. At the time I had no idea what they would need. 

When I went to visit the floor hockey program, guess what I found out? They 

needed 16 sticks and 2 nets to start a new program! God is good.     
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There are so many other stories I could share from what I saw and the things I heard. I would appreciate your 

prayers for the many staff and volunteers who are dedicating their lives to reaching kids despite tough 

circumstances. I recall when I asked about the YFC staff in one country, he rhymed off story after story of their 

backgrounds – orphans, alcoholic parents, fatherless, physically abused. Yet now they have found life in Jesus and 

want to share it with the kids who are walking in those same tough circumstances. Amazing! 

Looking Ahead 

For me it makes such a huge difference going to these nations to spend extended time with the national directors 

and to see firsthand their ministries. I understand so much more than I ever will just connecting on email. I believe it 

is also a great encouragement to them to have someone come who cares about them and wants to help in any way 

possible. My plan, Lord willing, is to travel to different regions two times per year, but this takes significant resources 

to accomplish this. My next trip will probably be to Equador as YFC Victoria is starting a new partnership with this 

newly forming work.  

Would you be willing to give a year end gift that helps me to continue investing in the nations?  

If you are willing and able to respond you can do so at https://www.yfcvictoria.com/global-impact.html There is also 

a link on this page where you can give towards the container shipment fund. The need is great and many YFC nations 

would like to bring supplies over, but the financial hurdle is a big one. I would appreciate you also considering giving 

towards this important fund.  Thank you so much for your consideration. Many blessings to you this Christmas 

season. 

Ukraine Day Center  

Two hours from the main city we visited a day center hosted by a pastor, 

his wife and their two daughters in their home. The small village was old 

and run down, and their house was just four rooms. Yet, they invite 

between 30 and 40 kids to come each week to do fun activities together 

and to learn about a heavenly father who loves them. I was stunned to 

learn that the daughters go to Poland each year to earn money for the 

program, and plan this next year to earn enough money to buy a car so 

they can pick up kids around the village. I was amazed at their dedication 

and sacrifice! They have so little but their relationship with Jesus compels 

them to do everything they can to reach kids and families who need hope.    
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