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“48-Hour(s) Missing Challenge”: Potentially Dangerous Social Media Challenge

According to media reports, the “48-Hour(s) Missing Challenge” is an emerging online social
media challenge that encourages young people to go missing and remain hidden for 48-hours
to increase their “likes” and “shares” on Facebook photos. Currently there are no proven
examples of teenagers participating in this challenge, leaving some speculation that it is a
hoax.

e In late January, a 13-year-old in Rock
Hill, South Carolina, went “missing”
resulting in an intensive first
responder effort, including detectives
and search teams. The teenager was
found 24-hours later hiding under her
bed. She denied participating in the
online challenge.

Choose when to share

Family Sharing lets you decide whether or not you share

your location with your family.
To see if you're sharing, follow these steps:
1. Tap Settings > [your name},

« If you use iOS 11, tap Settings > [your name] >
iCloud.

2. Tap Share My Location.

e No cases of this challenge have been
confirmed in the United States.
However, the attention this online
challenge is receiving could ultimately
result in the hoax becoming credible.
First responders are warning the public of the consequences and dangers of this online
challenge, including negatively impacting first responder resources for real emergencies.

Instructions on sharing location information
(Source: Apple Inc.)

e Authorities encourage parents to speak to their children regarding these trending online
challenges and be knowledgeable of their activity on social media platforms. Location
finder applications on smartphones can assist law enforcement in the event a child goes
missing.

Additional Resources:

Apple Inc.: Share Your Location with Your Family

The Best Real Time Location Tracking Apps for Android and iOS Devices
NTIC: #BirdBoxChallenge: Newest in Dangerous Social Media Challenges
NTIC: Young People Put at Risk in Social Media Challenge Games

To report immediate threats or emergencies call 911. For questions about this product
please email the Maryland Center for School Safety at safe.schoolsmd@maryland.gov

or the NTIC at ntic@dc.gov.
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https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201087
https://www.spyzie.com/locator/real-time-location-tracking-app.html
https://www.ncrintel.org/intelligence-products/birdboxchallenge-newest-in-dangerous-social-media-challenges
https://www.ncrintel.org/intelligence-products/young-people-put-at-risk-in-social-media-challenge-games
mailto:safe.schoolsmd@maryland.gov
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