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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -  

KALISPELL (10/26/2018) -  Rev. Dr. Eugene H. Peterson was a beloved member of 
Glacier Presbytery in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). As a colleague in ministry, Eugene was 
one of the spiritual directors for the Macedonia Ministry Pastors’ Program (2009-2013), which 
helped nurture the Glacier Presbytery pastors. Eugene was a valued speaker at various retreats and 
events in the presbytery and even took time to advise individual pastors. The Petersons are also 
long-time supporters of camping ministry at Glacier Presbyterian Camp near Lakeside. 
 
Although raised in a Pentecostal home with an itinerant preaching mother, Eugene preached his 
first sermon at First Presbyterian Church in Kalispell as a 19-year old when the church’s pastor 
died suddenly in 1951 causing a need for supply preachers. After organizing and serving Christ 
Our King Presbyterian Church for twenty-nine years, Eugene transitioned to the academy, serving 
as the James M. Houston Professor of Spirituality at Regent College from 1992-1998. Following 
his retirement, he returned to the family home on Flathead Lake where he continued his writing 
ministry. From time to time Eugene participated in the ministry of First Presbyterian Church of 
Kalispell and formed a special relationship with the Wednesday Noontime Study group. This 
group would study one of Dr. Peterson’s books and then enjoy a luncheon with Eugene and Jan as 
they explored his writings and engaged in fellowship together. 
 
Known simply as “Gene and Jan” to many at Eidsvold Lutheran Church, the couple of sixty years 
have been beloved friends-—and Jan a member—of Eidsvold since their return to the valley. While 
people at Eidsvold certainly appreciated and valued Eugene’s many contributions to the wider 
world of Christian thought and witness, his greatest contribution has simply been as a brother-in-
Christ, faithful disciple, and friend. Eugene and Jan served through reading of scripture on Sunday 
morning, ushering for weekly worship, supporting youth and missional projects of the church, 
being available for men’s and women’s groups, and all the important ways anyone can contribute 
to the growth of a body of Christ. Eidsvold will miss his quiet presence in worship, the smile he 
would give upon greeting anyone in the church, the humility he displayed in all things, and his 
willingness to enter into holy conversation with young and old alike. Eugene and Jan have also 
been loving supporters and contributors to Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp in Lakeside. He will be 
missed yet always cherished. 
 

_________________________________ 
 
A public, open-casket viewing will be held at the Johnson-Gloschat Funeral Home from 9-5pm on 
Friday, November 2nd located at 525 Main Street in downtown Kalispell. Eugene will be buried in 
his clerical shirt and collar, and Geneva preaching gown. The casket is made by Eugene and Jan’s 
son, Rev. Eric Peterson. The casket will be closed and present for the funeral across the street at 
First Presbyterian Church, 540 Main Street.   
 



The funeral on Saturday, November 3rd at 1:00pm will celebrate the life and ministry of Eugene 
H. Peterson and bear witness to our resurrection hope in Jesus Christ.  Rev. Eric Peterson will 
preside with grandchildren serving as pallbearers and other family members participating in the 
service. Two texts written by Eugene have been set to music and will be sung during the worship 
service. 
 
Live streaming of the service will be held across the street in the sanctuary of Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church at 603 Main Street, also at 1:00pm. St. Matthew Roman Catholic Church at 602 Main 
Street is opening their parking lot to serve the great number of worshippers and guests expected to 
attend. Clergy of all affiliations are invited to wear their stole or clerical collar and sit together in the 
chancel during the funeral as a witness to Eugene’s influence on the company of pastors.  
 
Members of the media are welcome to worship at the funeral, but are prohibited from taking 
recordings and pictures of any kind. Live streaming of the funeral will be linked through the First 
Presbyterian Church of Kalispell website - fpckalipsell.org - and will thereafter remain online.   
 
A brief, private committal service will immediately follow at Conrad Cemetery. 
 
A public reception will also follow immediately at Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp in Lakeside.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Giving thanks and glory to God for our beloved colleague and friend,  
 
Marsha Anson, Glacier Presbytery Executive and Stated Clerk 
Glenn Burfeind, Pastor - First Presbyterian Church, Kalispell, MT 
Miriam Mauritzen, Community Pastor - First Presbyterian Church, Kalispell, MT 
Scott Thompson, Pastor - Bethlehem Lutheran, Kalispell, MT 
Andy Wendle, Pastor - Eidsvold Lutheran Church, Somers, MT 
 

 
	


