
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RIIC hosts event on social responsibility through entrepreneurship with opportunities for collaboration with Israeli start-

up accelerator 

by Jacklyne Vargas 

March 20, 2018 | Providence, RI 

On March 20, corporate leaders and entrepreneurs from Rhode Island and Israel came together to discuss making 

entrepreneurship more accessible and channeling entrepreneurship to focus on improving society. PresenTense is an Israeli 

startup accelerator with proven solutions to these questions. PresenTense aims to nurture coexistence through innovation 

and invests in various underserved communities within Israeli society. The event, organized by the Rhode Island-Israel 

Collaborative (RIIC) and PresenTense, brought the CEO and three graduates from PresenTense to Rhode Island to exchange 

their knowledge with RI counterparts and discuss how to collaborate and use their knowledge to help empower 

disadvantaged members and groups of the RI community.  

The event was organized by the Rhode Island-Israel Collaborative (RIIC) and hosted by the Rhode Island Social Enterprise 

Greenhouse (SE Greenhouse), an incubator for innovation that locally provides social entrepreneurs and ventures with the 

services they need to move from “idea to execution to scale.” Kelly Ramirez, the Executive Director, opened the event by 

encouraging attendees to use entrepreneurship as a means to “make the world a better place” and expressing optimism at 

the opportunities for collaboration with Rhode Islanders and Israelis. In his 

introductory remarks, Mr. Avi Nevel, President and CEO of the RIIC, cited local Rhode 

Island universities, start-ups, and organizations such as the SE Greenhouse as the 

“energy needed to make change happen” in communities. After detailing the rich 

ecosystem of start-ups, research and development in RI, Mr. Nevel urged Israeli 

visitors, Israeli entrepreneurs, business people and academia to learn about RI and 

not miss out on the wealth of opportunities for investment, innovation, 

entrepreneurship, social change and more.  

The event was made possible through the generous sponsorship of the Consulate 

General of Israel to New England and the support of the Israel Consul General to 

New England, Yehuda Yaakov. The Consulate’s work in coordinating the visit from 

PresenTense Israel and Mr. Yaakov’s endorsement of the event served to solidify 

their commitment to the economic and societal growth of Israelis and Rhode 

Islanders. Mr. Yaakov, a long-time supporter of the RIIC and its initiatives, lauded the 

focus on social change through innovation, stating that “for a country to be proud 

of its achievements, it needs to be as economically and socially inclusive as 

possible.” 



The event also had the support of seminal Rhode Island leader Oscar Mejias, President of the Rhode Island Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce (RIHCC). Along with Mr. Mejias, the RIHCC had members and board members present who were 

eager to learn about using their entrepreneurship skills to invest in the RI Hispanic community.  

Rachel Shaul, who serves as PresenTense’s CEO after an extensive career in global high-tech and agriculture companies, 

kicked off the discussion by describing the importance of social entrepreneurship in addressing inequities across 

communities all over the world, noting that “knowledge will not fix the world, but it is a step forward.” Shaul recognized 

that though Israel is world-renowned for being the “start-up nation,” only 15% of the Israeli population directly benefits 

from such innovation. PresenTense looks to the other 85%: they work to strengthen society by promoting entrepreneurship 

for social change. 

PresenTense, as the first social venture accelerator in Israel, has led to the launch of over 350 businesses, tech startups and 

social ventures. These entities are “growing local economies through job growth, enriching community life through 

volunteer engagement and solving core society problems, as our ventures impact tens of thousands of lives.” PresenTense 

sets up these entities for success through their 6-month program in which companies and/or organizations with a social 

entrepreneurship focus receive financial, organizational, networking, and “any type of support that is needed before they 

can go to market.” Shaul detailed PresenTense’s unique approach for programs: they “identify the potential for change in 

communities” and then create tailor-made programs that are “not duplicated from one community to another.” 

PresenTense takes a dual-approach to supporting its social programs, as some are “within the community” and some are 

“for the community.”  

Shaul went on to 

showcase the proven 

successes of entities that 

were part of 

PresenTense’s 

accelerator program 

through a panel 

discussion. Tomer Shor 

first presented the work 

of TuneFork, a startup 

that has developed 

software that can be 

used on any device to 

tailor a precise audio 

filter for users with hearing loss; the app is downloaded onto a device where users can take a self-hearing test and create 

their custom, optimal sound system. Mr. Shor was inspired to create this assistive technology after his father lost much of 

his hearing as a soldier for the Israeli army. TuneFork’s “audiopersonalization technology” helps people find their unique 

“earprint,” and adjust it as needed. This technology has comparative advantage to conventional hearing aids because of its 

clinical accuracy, simplicity of use, affordability (no need to purchase new devices) and tailor-made sound (it creates an 

optimal sound system for the individual. 

Michael Nachteiler then presented the work of Aguda Chat, a nonprofit using advanced tools to help and promote social 

responsibility among the ultra-orthodox community in Israel. Nachteiler himself is part of the growing ultra-Orthodox 

Jewish community—the Haredi—who make up 12% of the Israeli population. Aguda Achat (One Society) promotes the 

“integration of the ultra-Orthodox community into the Israeli mainstream” through their chat website, where anyone can 

ask questions about the Haredi community anonymously; the Midat Institute, whose aim is to bring Torah policy to the 

public discourse and Torah values closer to the hearts of the broader Israeli public; and the Bnot Chayil school for ultra-

orthodox girls, where they can receive the professional and social skills needed to navigate life as a Haredi woman while 

empowering them to be future leaders in Israel. 

Dr. Shady Hassan, founder and CEO of HealthyMize, concluded the panel presentations by showcasing the development of 

app software that uses voice-monitoring technology to assist people living with chronic voice‑ affecting diseases. The 

software provides “personalized speech monitoring based on analysis of patients' voice and breathing during regular voice 

calls.” HealthyMize uses signal processing and machine learning technologies that run in the background of users' phones, 

and as such, acts as a “silent disease watchdog” that does not interfere with users’ daily life. The cloud platform allows for 



patients and their doctors to connect easily through “real-time efficient remote monitoring.” Dr. Hassan emphasized the 

preventative nature of the software as there was “no need to wait until you get worse to get medical care.” 

 

 

After fielding various questions from the 

audience, Shaul concluded the discussion 

by optimistically looking to improve 

PresenTense’s measurements of success. 

Shaul noted that measurements of success 

are a “big question for organizations like 

ours” and while they currently use numbers 

and statistics, she believes it is “not 

enough.” Most importantly, Shaul 

concluded, measures of success need to 

include the degree to which programs or 

products “helps others with their needs.” 

This event, organized by the Rhode Island-

Israel Collaborative (RIIC), brought 

PresenTense, the first Israeli social venture 

accelerator, to Rhode Island to share their 

knowledge and enable change in and among Rhode Island’s disadvantaged communities. The RIIC is a non-profit dedicated 

to enabling business, academia and research exchange of mutual benefit to Rhode Island and Israeli communities and 

economies. PresenTense Israel is the leading organization providing “infrastructure and backbone support to strengthen 

Israeli society through entrepreneurship.” 

For more information on the Rhode Island-Israel Collaborative and PresenTense visit www.theriic.org and 

www.presentense.org. 
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