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Moderator,  David Hirsch, Esq., Board Member of the Rhode Island-Israel Collaborative (RIIC) 

David is a partner at Hinckley Allen, focusing on general corporate law, mergers and acquisitions, 

corporate finance, and securities law.  He represents companies in all stages of business, including 

emerging and developing companies, established private middle-market companies, and publicly held 

companies.  David advises clients on a variety of matters, ranging from everyday corporate governance 

and operational questions to strategic expansion and sophisticated financing.  David also serves as  bond 

counsel, borrower’s counsel and bank counsel on a broad array of tax-exempt financing transactions, 

including debt issuance to support 501(c)(3) organizations, such as colleges and universities, secondary 

schools, health care systems and other charitable organizations. 

http://www.hinckleyallen.com/ 

Keynote Speaker, Eitan Yudelivich, Executive Director of the BIRD Foundation 

 

Dr. Eitan Yudilevich assumed the Executive Director position at the BIRD Foundation on January 1, 2006. 

Since then, BIRD’s Board of Governors has approved over 240 full-scale joint projects between U.S. and 

Israeli companies. From the outset, emphasis was given to enhancing the Foundation’s funding capability, 

focusing on new areas such as Renewable and Alternative Energy, culminating in the initiation of a new 

U.S.-Israeli program named “BIRD Energy”. This program was initiated in 2009 and since then it has 

contributed significantly to the energy collaboration between U.S. and Israeli companies and/or research 

institutions. Since its inception, the program has funded close to 30 joint projects between U.S. and Israeli 

companies, in Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency innovations. In 2016, an additional program was 

launched, named “NextGen First Responder Technologies,” to foster U.S.-Israel collaboration on innovative technologies for first 

responders. In the years 2009 – 2017, BIRD’s average funding capability increased by almost 50%. Dr. Yudilevich has also focused 

attention on regional cooperation, specifically, within the U.S.-Israel-Jordan cooperation program named “TRIDE”. He joined BIRD with 

vast international experience after a varied career in Israel and the U.S., including management of RAFAEL's operations in the U.S., 

General Manager of the Missiles Division and Vice President of Marketing and Business Development.   Dr. Yudilevich has been member 

or chairman of numerous boards of international joint ventures. 

http://www.birdf.com/ 

 Panel Speaker, Marlon DePaz, Founder and President of Mod Data Tech 

Mr. De Paz was born and raised in Providence, Rhode Island. He is the son of immigrant Guatemalan 

parents. He graduated from Classical High School in Providence and from The University of Rhode 

Island with a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering in 1999 and entered the Wireless 

Telecommunications Industry as a Radio Frequency Systems Engineer accumulating engineering 

experience in Wireless Technology including 2G, 3G, 4G, and 5G while working for major wireless 

carriers including Nextel, T-Mobile, and AT&T. Marlon began MOD Data Tech Inc, an engineering 

consulting business in 2015 offering Wireless Engineering Services to the industry. Marlon has been 

responsible for system engineering of major venues including Major NFL stadiums, major airports, 

major campuses etc. He has been at the forefront of major advancements in the industry including 5G 

technology. Additionally, Marlon's role has included Project Management of engineering teams as 

well as collaborations with multiple businesses for the major venues and major multi-million dollar projects. Marlon has also been 

http://www.hinckleyallen.com/
http://www.birdf.com/


involved in multiple volunteering initiatives including at Women and Infants Hospital, Mentorship at the Children's Crusade and Tutoring 

at Dorca's Place. He has also created internships at his business that developed into employment. Marlon is a person that enjoys helping 

people and wants to be involved in helping expand the economic development in Rhode Island, which is why he has joined the Rhode 

Island Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 

http://www.moddatatech.com/ 

Panel Speaker,  Dr. Adi Gilboa Geffen, Co-Founder and Chief Science Officer of DOTS 

Harvard molecular biologist specializing in immunology and molecular biology, Dr. Gilboa-Geffen has 

extensive experience in Oligonucleotide therapeutic research.  Her work has focused on therapeutic 

treatment of triple negative breast cancer, and she successfully led therapeutic constructs from IBD and 

Alzheimer’s disease.  She has a PhD from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and did her post-doctoral 

training at Bonn University and Harvard Medical School. 

http://www.dotscorp.com/ 

 

 

 

Panel Speaker, Jesse Saglio, President of the Rhode Island Commerce Corporation (RICC) 

Jesse serves as President of the Rhode Island Commerce Corporation. Prior to this role, Jesse was 

Managing Director and Head of the Investments group, where he developed and executed a portfolio 

investment strategy across multiple asset types and sectors for investments at varying stages of 

maturity.  Professional Background: Prior to joining Commerce RI, Jesse served as the director of the 

AIG Investment Program for the U.S. Department of the Treasury. In that role, he led the unwind of the 

treasury’s $70-billion TARP investment in AIG and worked with the Federal Reserve to monetize its 

position in the federal government’s $182-billion commitment to AIG to stabilize the U.S. financial 

system during the 2008 financial crisis. Before joining the treasury, Jesse served as the head of 

business development for a boutique healthcare advisory and consulting business. Jesse began his 

career as a mergers, acquisitions and restructuring investment banker, having executed 

approximately $75 billion of transactions across a wide variety of industries during his career at Morgan Stanley, Lazard and Evercore 

Partners. Education: Jesse earned his MBA from Columbia University and received his undergraduate degree in finance and marketing 

from Georgetown University. 

https://commerceri.com/ 

Panel Speaker Daniel Behr, Executive Director of Industry Engagement & Commercial Venturing, Brown University 

Daniel Behr is a versatile, pragmatic and strategic entrepreneurial leader. Through his various 

roles in startups, venture investing, and innovation management, Daniel brings 30 years of 

technology commercialization experience in the life and physical sciences, always focused on 

bridging the lab-to-market gap. Prior to joining Brown University in July 2017 Daniel served as 

CEO of SLIPS Technologies.  He was also a venture investor at Access Industries’ BridgeGap 

Ventures and at Allied Minds, and served as a director of business development at Harvard 

University’s Office of Technology Development.  Daniel is a co-founder of Rediscovery Life 

Sciences, Arradiance, Compact Instruments (acq. by MKS), and IN USA (acq. by Teledyne). Daniel 

holds an engineering degree from Georgia Tech and an MBA from the Harvard Business School.   

He is fluent in Spanish and proficient in German, and enjoys hiking, photography and puns. 

https://www.brown.edu 
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