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Sitting back in a pastor’s seminar I heard a story about a man who 
in a dream appeared before the Lord. Looking at the glorious 

face of the master and realizing his own unworthiness, the man 
said “ Forgive me Lord, I know I should have prayed more.” To 
this the Lord nodded and said “True, but there is something more 
important than that.” The man thought to himself and concluded 
that it had to be fasting that was more important than prayer. In his 
ignorance he blurted out, “I know Lord, I should have fasted more.” 
To his disappointment the Lord told him that there was something 
more important than fasting. Having come to his wit’s end he 
chose to be silent before the Lord, being embarrassed by his wrong 
answers. “Do you want to know what it is?” asked the Lord. “Sure”, 
said the man. After a brief silence the Lord asked, “Did you learn to 
receive My love?”

The story had ended but my thoughts made a quick scan of my life. 
Here is a gracious and a compassionate Father wanting to drench 
His children in His great love but how much of it are we really 
receiving and experiencing. Getting a fresh revelation of His love 
would put several of our insecurities to rest. Jealousies, competi-
tions, rejection etc would trouble us no more. Jesus was so full of 
His Father’s love that nothing unsettled Him.

May our focus shift to receiving more of His love.   
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Many a times our life turns 
out in a mess. We dedicate 

all our time to the things that we 
believe matters to us, making us 
restless. As the days go by, we 
become disorganized and find 
it harder to face the ups and 
downs in our lives. This is most-
ly due to the failure in prioritiz-
ing things in our daily lives. 

Our Lord Jesus taught His dis-
ciples how to set their priorities 
wisely. Let us see some of the 
principles He taught His disci-
ples. I would encourage you to 
turn to the Gospel of Matthew 
6:24-34.

 The first priority of our life 
must be serving God with all 
our heart. To serve Him with 
full commitment, we must put 
our total trust and dependence 
on Him. But intentionally or 
otherwise, our attention shifts 
from God to money. Many peo-
ple think that money is the most 
essential commodity through 
which his basic needs are met; it 
propels them to a higher level in 
the society. As a result their life 
driven by it and their daily mo-
tivation would be ‘what will we 
eat, drink, or wear?’ Even when 
they seek God, it’s for material 
gain and prosperity. Money has 
become the first priority in their 

SET YOUR PRIORITIES
Joy M. Thomas
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life. Jesus points out that this 
is a dangerous concept against 
spiritual life. 
__________________________

“The first priority of our 
life must be serving God 
with all our heart.”
__________________________

 Jesus warns us against trying 
to serve two masters, God and 
money simultaneously. The verb 
“serve” literally translates to 
“be a slave to.” It is impossible 
for any slave to belong to two 
masters at the same time. So we 
have to make a choice, a wise 
one. When we are determined 
to have only God as our Master, 
He turns money to serve us as a 
slave. That’s when we’ll be able 
to consider money an ordinary 
commodity which could be 
useful only for our temporary 
life on earth.
God is our creator and He is 
the source of our lives. The 
Bible asserts “But remember the 
Lord your God, for it is He who 
gives you the ability to produce 
wealth” (Deut 8:18). Therefore, 
it would be wise for us to ac-
knowledge Him as our Master. 
Jesus speaks about the pagans 
in the Scripture. What was their 

problem? Their day to day lives 
are focused on the necessities of 
their life. They are driven by the 
motto of making more money 
to fulfill their wants and desires. 
Their constant thought would 
be ‘what shall we eat, what 
shall we drink, and what shall 
we wear.’ The painful truth is 
that they don’t seek their Cre-
ator, their loving Father who is 
responsible to all his creatures. 
Because they don’t acknowledge 
God as their Master, they are 
under the pressure of worries, 
anxieties and fear, and are inse-
cure like orphans.
Knowing that God is your 
Father is the greatest knowledge 
you can ever gain. The more 
you know Him, the stronger will 
be your relationship with Him. 
As you grow more intimate with 
Him, you will know how secure 
your life is and how blessed you 
are! Jesus says, “Your heavenly 
Father knows that you need 
them (food, drink and cloth)” 
What a wonderful and awesome 
Father He is!
__________________________

“ God is our creator and He 
is the source of our lives.”
__________________________
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__________________________

“Knowing that God is your Fa-
ther is the greatest knowledge you 
can ever gain.”
__________________________
Our Dear Lord urges us to 
refocus our attention. When we 
were unbelievers, we were of 
this world; materialism dom-
inated our thought pattern. 
When we repent to God, our 
thought pattern needs to be 
changed and it must be renewed 
day by day. God wants us to 
focus on His Kingdom. Above 
all our needs and desires, we 
must seek for His Kingdom 
and His will to happen in our 
lives. Seeking the Kingdom first 
means setting it above all else, 
submitting to it and advocating 
service to it before everything 
else. Seeking His righteousness 
means our total commitment to 
His sovereign will. This is how 
we can serve God as our Master.
 When you acknowledge God 
in the appropriate way and 
give Him the due respect, He 
will give you wisdom to put 
everything in order. His grace 
will make you wise to handle 
every situation and excel in your 
duties. As David testifies, ‘His 
goodness and mercy’ will follow 
all your days! 

“I know that each of 
us has much to do. 
Sometimes we feel over-
whelmed by the tasks we 
face. But if we keep our 
priorities in order, we 
can accomplish all that 
we should. We can en-
dure to the end regard-
less of temptations, prob-
lems, and challenges.” 
     -   Joseph B. Wirthlin
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DEVOTION

Reading: Job 42: 1-17
My servant Job will pray for you, 
and I will accept his prayer and 
not deal with you according to 
your folly. Job 42:8 NIV

A sweet porridge was once pre-
pared in hell. When it was 

time to serve, angels came and 
tied very long spoons on both 
hands of each person at the table. 
The porridge was sweet, but hot. 
Unable to fold hands, none could 
drink it easily. When they tried, 
the hot porridge spilled onto their 
arms and faces; and as they shook 
their hands, it burnt others. In 
pain, they retaliated and start-
ed hitting each other. In a few 
minutes, everything was a mess! 
(Imagine how hell would be if it 

becomes more messy!) 
In heaven also, a sweet porridge 
was prepared. Angels came there 
too and bound very long spoons 
to their hands. However, there 
was no confusion in heaven. 
Each one served the other with 
the long spoon and everybody 
was satisfied! Heaven is always 
heaven, right?
This is heavenly system… In the 
kingdom of God, no one lives 
for himself or herself. Each one 
lives for the other!  Heaven is a 
place of selfless love! If you live 
for yourself, put your brethren 
far from you, you are breaking 
the law of the heavenly system; 
and when you break the law, you 
fail to be a part of the heavenly 
kingdom. 

Porridge in Heaven
Saju Mathew
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God’s law for prayer is also the 
same… God wants me to pray for 
others! I understand my brother 
and his needs and earnestly pray 
for him. When I am in need, my 
brethren understand and pray for 
me! What a lovely system!
When others pray for me, God 
hears! God exhorted Abimelech 
to ask Abraham to pray for him… 
“and he will pray for you and you 
will live” Gen 20:6-7. 
In today’s reading, we see God 
speak angrily to Job’s friends 
(v.2). It is because they failed to 
speak the ‘right things’ (may be 
because they did not have a clear 
revelation) about God. God asked 
them to plead with Job so that he 
may pray for them! Job prayed for 
his friends and God answered his 
prayers!
___________________________

“In the kingdom of God, 
no one lives for himself or 
herself. Each one lives for 
the other!”
___________________________

Imagine Job (who was much 
afflicted than his friends) praying 
for his friends. They were healthy, 
wealthy and decorous, while Job 
now was desperately afflicted; a 
flat broke who lost his wealth, 
health, children and even the 

moral encouragement of his own 
wife! He had painful sores from 
the soles of his feet to the top of 
his head. Still, sitting in ashes and 
scraping himself with a broken 
pottery (Job. 2:7, 8), Job prayed 
for them! It is like someone with 
chronic sarcoma praying for 
one who has a “running nose!” 
Yes, even when we struggle with 
unfathomable afflictions, we need 
to practise praying for the less 
afflicted… That is heavenly char-
acter! Smith Wigglesworth was 
a man greatly afflicted by many 
chronic diseases, but God healed 
all who came to him for prayer! 
Even the Messiah was a man of 
sorrows, despised, rejected and 
familiar with sickness (Isaiah. 
53:3, 4); yet He was the one who 
carried our grief (sickness) and 
our sorrows (pain)!
Something remarkable happened 
when Job prayed for his friends! 
“And the LORD restored the 
fortunes of Job” (Job 42:10). God 
healed not only Job’s friends but 
also Job himself (even though 
he was not praying for himself)! 
Above all, God gave Job, twice 
as much he had before! God 
was not only healing him, but 
also rewarding him! Look at the 
amazing ways God deals with His 
people!
However, many of us consider 
this (praying for others) as a 
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shortcut to fulfil our own wild 
desires. Even preachers urge us 
to pray for others with this selfish 
motive! What a pity that you 
think you can manipulate God 
with your corrupt mind! Remem-
ber, Job was never promised of 
his restoration when he prayed 
for his friends! He never thought 
he would be healed if he prayed 
for others… 
Friends of Job (though they had 
come to console him) were not 
soft towards Job, rather they em-
barrassed him by blaming him for 
iniquity as they thought suffering 
would always be an outcome of 
sin (Job. 4 :6-9). True, they were 
wrong in their conclusion. Even 
God says that they were foolish in 
their assumption (Job. 42:8). God 
is a sovereign God and has all 
the right to do anything with his 
Faithful! Look at what Job did to 
his rude friends who added sor-
row to his pain! At a critical junc-
ture when his friends were about 
to be the victims of God’s wrath, 
Job did not try to “rectify” their 
folly, or “cast out” their ‘taunting 
spirit!’ He just prayed for them… 
from his heart! Can we pray for 
those who always accuse us of in-
iquity? Can we pray for someone 
who “utters all kinds of evil upon 
us falsely?”(Matthew.5:11). Job 
could pray for his friends because 
he loved them even when they 
were adding sorrow to him! That 

is a Godly character!
Job prayed for his brethren, with-
out any promise of his own deliv-
erance. His prayer was genuine 
and unselfish! He prayed for them 
in compassion and mercy. Only 
one thing was in his mind when 
he prayed: His friends should not 
be affected by the wrath of God! 
Yes, we can pray for others, only 
when we love them, care for them 
and are keen for their welfare. 
Prayer is not a lip service; it is 
your heart cry!  
God never hears a selfish prayer.

Prayer: Lord, break my heart 
when I pray for others, as it 
breakes when I pray for myself! 
Further readings: James 5: 13-18      
Jeremiah 8:20- 9:1
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Life on earth is full of surprises. 
What do we do when life takes 

a twist we weren’t expecting? How 
do we deal with situations that turn 
our life upside down? When our 
perfect plans get side-tracked, and 
life seems unfair, and the golden 
years aren’t so golden – what do we 
do? How many of us are dealing 
with unemployment, increased 
stress factors, tight finances, peer 
pressure, broken relationships, 
health issues?
Let us look into the life of Joseph, 
a young and dynamic person, from 
the book of Genesis and see how he 
faced adverse times.
Joseph played a key role in the his-
tory of Israel, being faithful to God 
amid all the challenges he faced. 
He went from being a shepherd to 
a slave. As a slave, he was in charge 
of his master’s household. He went 
from slavery to a prison where he 
was put in charge of the prison. He 
went from being a prisoner to sec-
ond-in-command of all of Egypt, in 
charge of the entire land of Egypt! 

What a journey for Joseph, a jour-
ney from the robe his father gave 
him at the age of seventeen to the 
one given to him by Pharaoh at the 
age of thirty.
Joseph was able to succeed because 
of following:
Though he was alone in the for-
eign land, God did not leave him. 
Genesis 39:2 says, The Lord was 
with Joseph, and he prospered. He 
must have broken down but in his 
brokenness, he found refuge in the 
living God.
He was faithful unto God and to the 
responsibilities given to him. He 
took everything positively, instead 
of grumbling. He chose to give 
one hundred percent all the time. 
Potiphar took notice of this and put 
him in charge of his household and 
fields. What would have motivat-
ed Joseph to be faithful in all the 
things he was entrusted with, in 
such circumstances? Nothing but 
a true intimate relationship with 
God.
He feared God and hence did not 

FACING ADVERSITY
Sneha Vivian
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fall in sin with Potiphar’s wife. He 
could have perceived the situation 
as advantageous, but instead chose 
to honour God. It would not have 
been unexpected if Joseph had 
said, “Where are you God? What 
is the use of following your ways? 
I have tried to be faithful to you 
and do the right things but look 
where have I ended up—prison!” 
But Joseph did not say this. Though 
honouring God led him to prison, 
still he did not forsake God.
He accepted the ways of God in his 
life. He could have been a very bit-
ter and angry person, but the Bible 
shows him as a person who trusted 
God through all the adverse things 
that happened in his life one after 
the other.
His close relationship with God is 
evident from the way he dealt with 
his brothers. He forgot the evil acts 
his brothers committed against him 
and forgave them. He was faithful 
to his family even when he had 
the authority to send them away 
without food. He did not show 
bitterness or hatred toward his 
brothers.
He did not let his power and suc-
cess change his attitude towards 
God and others. He acknowledged 
that all his success was from God.
Through all his ups and downs, Jo-
seph continued to honour and wor-
ship God. He continued to live a life 
faithful to God. This was evident 
from his behaviour and attitude.
We might have failed in exams, 
chosen a wrong career, struggling in 

our jobs, but let us not get discour-
aged. Our God is always with us. 
He is our help. He is our strength. 
He never leaves us. We can depend 
on God at all times. We may not 
understand it now, but many of the 
situations and experiences in our 
life are God’s way of preparing us 
to serve him and part of his bigger 
plan. Joseph was in Egypt to save 
his family during the time of fam-
ine and thus the nation of Israel.
God allowed all the unexpected 
things to happen in Joseph’s life. 
All the great servants of God faced 
persecutions and trials beyond our 
imaginations. Yet during the ad-
versity they were right where God 
wanted them to be, in the centre 
of His will. We cannot determine 
whether we are in God’s will based 
on whether our life is peaceful or 
not. We would all like our lives to 
be peaceful. But just because there 
are trials and difficulties in our life, 
doesn’t mean we are not in the cen-
tre of God’s will. We can have inner 
peace and joy even in the middle of 
the storms of life. It is often through 
the process of life’s difficulties that 
God teaches us better about Him, 
making us more like Jesus.
Romans 8:28 says, “In all things 
God works for the good of those 
who love him, who are called 
according to His purpose”. May 
God help us to trust Him today, 
regardless of our circumstances! He 
is always working out His perfect 
plan!
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Ask an atheist whether he/
she believes in the ‘theory’ of 

evolution. Most of them will say 
“Yes”. Ask them who fathered that 
concept/theory and they will quick-
ly reply “Charles Darwin”. Now 
ask them where Darwin proposed 
this ‘theory’ and in most cases, you 
will see a blank face. Most of our 
atheistic friends haven’t bothered to 
read Darwin’s famous book ‘On the 
Origin of Species by Means of Nat-
ural Selection, or the Preservation 
of Favoured Races in the Struggle 
for Life’ which was published in 
1859. More importantly, they have 
failed to see or acknowledge that 
modern science has shattered this 
myth called ‘Darwinism’ even 
though these so-called ‘purveyors 
of logic and reason’ march behind 
the banner of science and consider 
Darwin as their apostle. The cur-

rent situation is like children who 
grew up into adults till believing in 
Santa Claus.
This article will mostly discuss a 
few general topics and will not 
include many scientific/biologi-
cal facts in detail. This is the 21st 
century and anyone with half a 
decent internet connection can find 
said facts for themselves. I myself 
am not a scientist, nor do I have 
any connection with biology and 
the like. The question may then be 
raised, “How can this fellow dis-
prove/prove anything concerning 
evolution?” The answer is simple- 
All one needs is common sense to 
disprove this theory! 
Consider this statement made by 
Charles Darwin himself in a letter 
to W. Graham dated 03 July 1881- 
“With me the horrid doubt always 
arises whether the convictions of 

REVISITING DARWINISM
Eugene Joy
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man’s mind, which has been devel-
oped from the mind of the lower 
animals, are of any value or at all 
trustworthy.
Would anyone trust in the con-
victions of a monkey’s mind, if 
there are any convictions in such a 
mind?”
So I guess 1+1 is not 2 anymore 
and the laws of thermodynamics 
were proposed by a bunch of nam-
by-pambies during a wing-ding. For 
the same reason, an atheist should 
not believe in atheism because his 
‘monkey brain’ cannot be trusted 
to say the truth, and he should not 
expect reason and logic to exist be-
cause his thoughts are just a result 
of chemicals and electrical signals 
fuzzing and buzzing in his brain. 
All said and done, nothing can be 
right or wrong, true or false since 
we only have monkey brains which 
are the result of random explosions, 
chemical processes and a “billion or 
so years of evolution”.
The truth, however, is far from than 
that. GOD has given us the ability 
to reason, logic to discover, invent, 
innovate etc. This is why we enjoy 
the technology that we have today. 
We use reason and logic every day 
in our lives. Philosophically speak-
ing, atheists use reason and logic 
(which can only exist in a world 
created by GOD) and use them to 
argue against Him. They need GOD 
to try to disprove Him! You can’t 
find GOD under a microscope. A 
microbiologist never looks into his 
microscope expecting to find GOD 

there and to hear “Hey there, son.” 
What you can find though, are the 
works of GOD. For example, just 
one strand of DNA contains 6 lakh 
pages of information!
This information is much like a 
sequence of computer codes which 
act as various programs for execut-
ing various functions, like deter-
mining the colour of your hair, the 
shape of your face, your features, 
the texture of your hands, etc. This 
is true for all living organisms. 
Again, this is regarding just one 
strand of DNA (forget the rest of 
the universe for now).
This requires intelligence or in 
computer analogy, a programmer. 
But I guess atheists believe that 
Microsoft, Google, etc just grow 
computer programs on digital trees 
and no human effort/intelligence 
is required. There is language in 
DNA!!! It is unequivocally shouting 
out the existence and even the mag-
nificence and genius of its Creator. 
What’s more, there is no existing 
computer code nor will there ever 
be anything as complex as
DNA.
We humans attribute intelligence to 
many things in life like art, music, 
machines, etc. Yet we blatantly 
refuse to atleast try to think about 
the existence of an intelligent 
creator. Here is an example given 
by Mr Ravi Zacharias to prove this. 
I don’t remember his exact words 
but it goes something like this- 
“Suppose I go to ‘Mars’ and find a 
million rocks arranged perfectly 
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into an equilateral triangle. I may 
be persuaded into believing that 
this could have happened due to 
natural processes like earthquakes, 
weathering, landslides, etc. But I go 
a little further and I find etched on 
a rock the words ‘Hi Ravi’. I would 
be stunned and say ‘goodness
gracious’ and search for ‘someone’ 
around.” In such a situation, people 
would attribute the etching to 
intelligent life, i.e. ‘aliens’ on Mars. 
But the same people back home 
are reluctant to attribute the inch 
perfect design and beauty of our 
universe to the intelligence of GOD. 
The same people who swear by the 
‘big bang theory’ would laugh at me 
and call me a lunatic if I suggested 
that the dictionary similarly came 
from an explosion in the printing 
press.
I don’t have fancy doctorates or 
titles from Ivy league Universi-
ties. However, I am a mechanical 
engineer and I know the difficulties 
in the design, fabrication, mainte-
nance and working of machinery/
systems. So, I will never be persuad-
ed into believing that all the things 
we see today and we ourselves are 
the result of a ‘big bang’ and light-
ning striking on
organic/inorganic gases, etc. My 
wristwatch, or anyone else’s wrist-
watch for that matter, did not de-
sign itself, did not make itself, can-
not maintain itself, cannot repair 
itself, etc. But I guess I am supposed 
to assume that living organisms 
designed and made themselves, and 

can do much more than that! Just 
look at the beauty and efficiency of 
our own bodies or other creatures 
and you will see how all that can 
never come into being through 
natural selection.
“To suppose that the eye.... could 
have been formed by natural selec-
tion, seems, I freely confess, absurd 
in the highest possible degree.” 
Charles Darwin (1872). Even Dar-
win doubted his ‘theory’!
One of the biggest blows to the 
theory of evolution is the lack of 
fossil evidence of all the supposed 
‘middle’ or ‘transitional’ creatures 
in the process of evolution. “Why, 
if species have descended from 
other species by fine gradations, 
do we not anywhere see innumer-
able transitional forms?” Charles 
Darwin asked in his book ‘On The 
Origin Of The Species”. 150 years 
later, this statement still remains 
true. There is no fossil evidence. 
There should have
been literally tonnes and tonnes 
of “intermediate creature fossils” 
which remained throughout those 
proposed “millions and billions of 
years of evolution”.
Trying to disprove GOD using fake 
science is stupid and daft. It’s like 
using the wrong method/equip-
ment. Here is an analogy of the 
stupidity– I can perfectly listen to 
the message through radio waves 
present in the air by using a radio 
and tuning to the right frequency. 
But if I just hold an antenna in 
my hand and expect to hear the 
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message in my ears, I would be a 
complete idiot. Now, just because I 
did not hear the message (as I used 
the wrong equipment and method), 
can I conclude that radio waves do 
not exist? There are different meth-
ods for communicating with GOD, 
and one way is Prayer. Try it once. 
If you are sincere, He will answer. 
Jesus said “He that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out.”
The Bible says that we humans are 
made in the image and likeness of 
GOD, and our purpose is to love 
and serve GOD and our fellow hu-
man beings. This is why you would 
rather save a human (99.9% genet-
ically similar to man according to 
scientists) from drowning rather 
than an ape (98% genetically simi-
lar to man according to scientists) if 
you had to choose between the two.
Ultimately, there is a morbid truth 
to be understood here. It is not for 
intellectual reasons that people 
believe in evolution. Neither is it 
due to a lack of evidence for the 
existence of GOD. It is rather a case 
of suppression of evidence. Peo-
ple don’t want to believe in GOD 
because they don’t want to be held 
morally accountable before Him. 
They don’t want to change their 
lifestyle.
Even if you show them all the 
evidence in the world, most won’t 
change. You can try using scientific 
facts or philosophical refutations 
but they still won’t change. This is 
one of the reasons why the psalmist 
calls such a person a fool- “The fool 

hath said in his heart, There is no 
God.”-Psalms 14:1
So what are we as Christians sup-
posed to do? All we can humanly 
do is make a small hole in the thick 
and tall dark wall that surrounds 
them. But since the Holy Spirit can 
‘convict’ them, let us use the tried 
and tested weapon GOD has given 
us, namely, ‘Prayer’. This being a 
short article, it is limited in its in-
formation. But please do your own
research. All scientific/biological 
facts can be easily obtained from 
books and the internet. What is 
more, there are answers which ren-
der questions posed by atheists
illogical. That would come under 
Philosophy.
What I would like to affirm is this- 
that we need not feel as though 
we are a bunch of crazy old loons 
who believe in fairy tales written by 
illiterate Stone Age sheep herders. 
That may be what others tell you. 
But everything truly is on our side. 
Science, Philosophy, History,
Archaeology, etc., and most impor-
tantly GOD. Let us then take time 
to defend our faith as Peter exhorts 
us in 1 Peter 3:15.
I end this article with a sad example 
of what they believe. “First there 
was NOTHING. Then EVERY-
THING exploded” – The Big Bang 
Theory.
Let us understand their condi-
tion, pray for them, study, con-
duct meaningful discussions with 
respect, and do whatever else is 
needed!
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These days the trend of 
suicide is increasing alarm-

ingly, especially amongst the 
university students. The reasons 
behind such incidents are man-
ifold. Kerala, the “God’s own 
country”, is the leading State in 
our country so far as suicide 
cases are concerned.  I intend 
to take few minutes through 
this article and seriously ponder 
over the issue.
In recent years in the United 
States, twice as many people 
have killed themselves as have 
killed others. Experts believe 
that many seemingly natural 
deaths are actually self-inflicted.  
The incidence rate is probably 
much more than what is report-
ed. 

Researchers who analyze human 
behavior list six primary reasons 
for committing suicide. I believe 
most people kill themselves for 
retaliation. Because they are an-
gry over an offense or mistreat-
ment, they take their own lives 
as a means of hurting those who 
have hurt them. This is almost 
always the case when young 
people kill themselves and usu-
ally it is their parents they want 
to hurt irremediably.
Some people take their lives 
because of a failure in exams, 
failure in relationships, failure 
in marriages, failure in status in 
society and failure in acceptance 
amongst the peers.
Some people take their lives 
for the sake of reunion with 

THE MENACE OF SUICIDE
T.C Varghese
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loved ones who have already 
died. Older people often decide 
to end their lives to escape the 
loneliness and frustration of life.
Some people take their lives 
out of a desire for rebirth (as 
reported in the daily Hindu-
stan Times, dated 12.2.2018). 
Influence of eastern religions 
persuading westerners of the 
reality of reincarnation, and by 
committing suicide they hope to 
be reborn into a better form of 
environment.
Another kind of suicide is the 
killing of oneself in place of 
someone else. Few years ago a 
man killed himself because a 
brutal Nazi war criminal could 
not be found and brought to 
justice.
For some people, suicide is an 
extreme form of self-retribution. 
Considering their guilt to be 
unforgivable and irremediable, 
some people sentence them-
selves to capital punishment and 
carry out the sentence by their 
own hand.
Biblical solutions:
Because every human being is 
made in the image of God and 
belongs to Him, no one has the 
right to murder anyone, even 
himself. Suicide is self-murder 
and is rebellion against God’s 
sovereign right over life and 

death.
It is an act of sin.
It is an act of unbelief.
It is an act of clear violation 
of God’s commandments (Ex. 
20:13).
__________________________

“Because every human be-
ing is made in the image of 
God and belongs to Him”
__________________________

Guilt of unforgivable sin has 
no place in the revelation of 
the Scriptures. Take the case of 
Judas (Matt.27:5). Had he been 
bold enough to go to Jesus and 
repented of his sin, he would 
have forgiveness of God thereby 
escaping from suicide. Despite 
his confession, Judas had not 
changed his mind about who 
Jesus was or about his own need 
of salvation. Sin never brings the 
satisfaction it promises. It brings 
sorrow and produces pain.
Now take the case of Peter. His 
denial of Jesus was not less than 
the betrayal of Judas. But Peter 
repented and received forgiving 
grace of God.

“Guilt of unforgivable sin has 
no place in the revelation of the 
Scriptures.”
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Our God is a God of forgive-
ness to the uttermost sinner. 
Come to Jesus just as who 
you are, without one plea, as 
the song-writer says. His fa-
ther-heart is so gracious and 
loving and compassionate. He is 
waiting for your return.
Forgiveness is to man the plain-
est of duties; to God it is the 
profoundest of problems. Yet 
God is ready to forgive every-
one who repents. The cost paid 
for forgiveness is enormous. It 
is nothing but the death of His 
Dear Son Jesus Christ.
God gave us life in this world 
with a specific purpose. God 
wants to enjoy our fellowship 
and He wants that we too enjoy 
Him forever. He offers us life 
but the way to life is death, not 
suicide. Death of self (Gal.2:20), 
so that His life in us can be 
manifested. Self-centered life is 
a contradiction so far as bibli-
cal revelation is concerned. Be 
an otherish-centered person 
thereby exhibiting the attitude 
of Christ-likeness in our life 
(Phil.2:5). God has invested in 
every one of us great potential, 
which is to be harnessed to its 
full capacity. Don’t try to be-
come the owner of your life. You 
are the property of somebody 
else, who bought you with a 

price. The giver of life has great 
expectations from your life. 
Life is beautiful, live it to the 
full.

__________________________

“Our God is a God of for-
giveness to the uttermost 
sinner. Come to Jesus just 
as who you are, without 
one plea”
____________________
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It is through the Holy Spirit that 
we experience the fulness of life 

which the Father has given us in 
Christ (Rom. 8:1-4, 14-17; Gal. 
3:14; 4:6-7). He is the channel 
through which God works in us 
and the agency through which we 
are to function (1 Cor. 2:9-14; Gal. 
5:16-26; Eph. 5:18-20; 6:17-18). It is 
through Him that the plans of God 
are accomplished and the purpos-
es of God are fulfilled in our lives 
(Acts 4:31; 8:29; 13:2). It is therefore 
imperative for us to know how to 
live by the Spirit of God on a daily 
basis. 

In this study, we will look at 3 key 
aspects related to living by the Holy 
Spirit: (a) Being baptised in the 
Holy Spirit; (b) Being led by the 
Holy Spirit; (c) Being alert in the 
Holy Spirit.

Being baptised in the Holy Spirit
God initially works in our lives 
through the message of the Gospel 
to bring about conviction of sin, 
righteousness and judgment by the 
Holy Spirit (Jn. 16:8; 1 Cor. 15:1-8). 
When we respond to the Word of 
God in repentance and faith, He 
imparts new life into us and we 
become brand new creation, like 
new-born babes (1 Pet. 1:23-25; 
2:2-3). Our journey with Christ 
thus begins.  
Following this, the baptism in Holy 
Spirit awaits us. It is an experience 
whereby God’s Spirit takes up res-
idence in us and we are indwelt by 
Him (Acts 8:15-17; 10:44; Gal. 3:2). 
This event is so definite and dra-
matic that both the recipient and 
any others present are fully aware of 
its occurrence (Acts 2:1-17; 10:45-

LIVING BY THE SPIRIT
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46; 19:2). 
The book of Acts helps us under-
stand the outward evidence of 
having “received the Spirit”. Fluent, 
spontaneous speech in a language 
never learnt or spoken before (often 
described as “speaking in unknown 
tongues”) is the most common evi-
dence, although other overflows of 
inspired utterances like ‘praise’ and 
‘prophecy’ are also mentioned (Acts 
2:2-4; 10:44-46; 19:6).

Being led by the Holy Spirit 
Having received the Holy Spirit, we 
must be led by Him each moment 
of our lives (Rom. 8:14; Gal. 5:16, 
18). This leading may come through 
a variety of ways- spontaneous 
thoughts, clear insights, sudden 
revelations, intense burdens, godly 
desires, gentle promptings, pow-
erful urgings, heavenly visitations, 
vivid dreams and visions, mental 
pictures, distinct impressions, 
strong inclinations, direct messag-
es, clear prophecies, and so on. To 
experience this wide-ranging op-
eration of the Holy Spirit, we must 
lead our lives in a manner where we 
are constantly filled with the Holy 
Spirit (Eph. 5:18) and we walk in 
step with Him (Gal. 5:16).  

A lifestyle of worship, prayer and 
fasting is one means to create an 
environment where the Holy Spirit 
is actively and manifestly at work 
in our lives (Acts 13). In the Old 
Testament, we read of how the fire 
was kept burning on the altar by the 

priest adding fresh firewood every 
morning (Lev. 6:9, 12-13). Similar-
ly, regular times of waiting in the 
presence of the Lord worshipping 
and praying with our spirit and our 
mind will keep our spirits burning 
and open to the Holy Spirit (Is. 
40:31; 1 Cor. 14:15, 18). Addition-
ally, joining with others who are 
like-minded and strong in the Spirit 
will cause our hearts to be built 
up and our spirits to be stirred up 
(Acts 15:32; Rom. 1:11-12; 2 Tim. 
1:6).

A second vital tool is to fill our 
hearts and minds with the Word of 
God (Col. 3:16-17). Laying aside 
human opinions and pulling down 
lies of the Enemy implanted in our 
minds, we must meditate on the 
truths of the Scriptures. We must 
proclaim the Word of God with our 
lips. Our lives will then witness a 
continuous renewal and refreshing 
by the Holy Spirit.   

A third way is to keep our hearts 
free from negative attitudes and 
emotions (Eph. 4:30-32; 5:18-20). 
Whether they be anxieties or bit-
terness, they must be cast out from 
our lives. A heart filled with either 
cannot flow in the Holy Spirit.  

Above all, we must ensure that our 
focus is always on the Lord Jesus 
(Heb. 12:1-2). Let nothing come 
between us and the Lord. Our fer-
vency for Him should never wane 
and our zeal for Him should never 
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diminish (Rom. 12:11). When we 
make it our wholehearted pursuit 
to love the Lord and do His will, the 
Holy Spirit’s presence and minis-
try will be a growing and tangible 
reality (Jn. 14:15-16). 

Being alert in the Holy Spirit
Spiritual experiences may be genu-
inely from God, a fleshly substitute 
from man, or a subtle counterfeit 
from Satan. It is thus necessary for 
us to test and discern all things (1 
Thess. 5:21; 1 Cor. 14:29). Here are 
three questions we can ask:

• Is it biblical? (Acts 2:12-16)
The basic criterion must be what 
God has already said, as recorded in 
Scripture.  We need a sound Scrip-
tural basis for anything we claim 
to be divine activity.  In relation to 
any experience, we need to ask the 
simple question: “Has God clearly 
told us He wants us to have this 
by promising to give it to us?”  “Is 
there any past biblical precedent 
for this present manifestation or 
experience?”  

• Is it compatible? (1 Cor. 14:33, 40)
Any spiritual experience must be 
entirely compatible with the char-
acter of God. The work of the Holy 
Spirit will always be in a manner 
where order reigns, not chaos; 
where peace rules, not confusion; 
where love is released, not strife.  

• Is it edifying? (1 Cor. 14:26)
God desires the building up and 

strengthening of people. He is 
not in the entertainment business 
where He seeks to simply tickle our 
emotions or give us some spiritual 
highs. He renews us, restores us, 
and refreshes us so we may walk 
with Him in grace and truth, godli-
ness and holiness. 

As believers, we should not pre-
sume that God approves our 
character simply because we are 
enjoying exciting spiritual expe-
riences or unusual supernatural 
manifestations. The Lord has clearly 
warned that many who do the work 
of the ministry with powerful signs 
and wonders will be rejected at the 
last Day because they failed to live 
according to the will of the Father 
(Mt. 7:21-23). The core issue is 
whether we are living in intimacy 
with the Lord and obedience to the 
Lord!
____________________________

“A lifestyle of wor-
ship, prayer and 
fasting is one means 
to create an environ-
ment where the Holy 
Spirit is actively and 
manifestly at work in 
our lives”
____________________________
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