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Best Management Practices (BMP) for Florida Friendly HOA and Non-HOA 

Landscaping and Vegetative Maintenance 

Everyone who buys in an HOA managed subdivision wishes for an attractive 

setting that is maintained mostly by committees and the HOA hired contractors 

and board. Gated or otherwise, residents move in and out of their HOA 

subdivision and go about their daily business, no doubt appreciating the 

landscaping and grounds keeping they see along their way.  

This document is designed to be a short guide about Best Management Practices 

(BMP) for Florida HOA’s that can help committee members, boards, and residents 

assure that their HOA is doing things that do no harm, or at the very least, do 

minimal harm to the environment. It needs to be mentioned that the Florida 

Friendly Landscape Guide is the periodical most have used and continue to use to 

promote landscapes at HOAs, but it was written in 2009. New science challenges 

some of the data in this Guide. The link for the Florida Friendly Landscape Guide is 

here.  https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/homeowners/publications.htm The 3rd item on the 

list is where to go. 

There are many pieces to the puzzle to create and maintain a Florida Friendly 

HOA; some are found in the Florida Friendly Landscape Guide, some are not. This 

document will address them and offer access to several websites for further study 

A thorough EPA document is here. It is a good resource to help us all understand 

the scope and complexity of the issues we face with nutrient pollution and algae 

blooms. https://www.epa.gov/nutrientpollution  

This document is being reviewed by scientists at the University of Florida and the 

Sarasota County Extension for full accuracy. While we believe all the science 

described and sited is accurate, if these professionals see any need to change and 

correct any of this information, it will be done.  

 

To access this document with all its links online, go to 

www.handsalongthewater.com                                                                                                     

Open the Learning Tab.                                                                                                                     

Look for the document: “Help Your HOA Go Green” 

 

https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/homeowners/publications.htm
https://www.epa.gov/nutrientpollution
http://www.handsalongthewater.com/
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Bullet Point Sheet for HOA and Landscape Best Management Policies 

 

These bullet points serve as a summary of what follows in more detail in this 

document. Many excellent resources for further study are attached.  

 

 

• Use the 9 Florida-Friendly Landscape Principles as a starting point. 

• Plant at least 75%-80% with Florida Native. More native is better. 100% is 

ideal. In an existing HOA, work towards having at least 75-80% of plantings 

be native.  

• Replace ornamentals and non-native plants with native plants.  

• Ornamental plants add no wildlife value to a landscape. It is suggested they 

not be used. 

• Minimize turf grass, and, where possible, avoid Saint Augustine grass, 

which is one of the single largest consumers of water and sources of nitrate 

pollution in all of Florida. 

• Water no more than ½” to ¾” per week.  

• Use rain barrels to capture water as it falls to irrigate around your house.  

• All HOAs are required by law to have working rain sensors on all systems. 

Make sure yours work. 

• Minimize or eliminate fertilizer use. No established plants need to be 

fertilized. Even Saint Augustine grass gets much of its fertilizer needs met 

from lawn clippings and the well water that is used. 

• Fertilize only one time a year - right before the spring/summer growing 

season - with time released fertilizer. Never during the blackout months of 

June through September and not in the fall.  

• Compost turf areas rather than using fertilizer on them. The best and most 

innovative new solution can be found at https://takecomand.com/  

• Use no chemical herbicides, especially glyphosates. Instead create your 

own with vinegar, salt and dish soap. 

• Avoid all chemical pesticides and if necessary, spot treat only with natural 

oil products. Never practice blanket spraying. 

• Xeriscape when and where possible with draught resistant native plants. 

https://takecomand.com/


5 
 

• Mulch with melaleuca (FloriMulch) or pine needles only. 

• Retention ponds should have a riparian zone around their perimeter 

planted with vegetation to clear out pollutants and stave off erosion with 

no lawn mowing. This zone should be at least 6 feet, but 10 feet is 

recommended.  

• Retention ponds should have a littoral zone with pond plantings like lily 

pads to keep out sunlight that feeds algae blooms. 

• No mowing of turf grass should be done within 4 feet of a pond’s edge.  

• Establish a no fertilizer zone within of 15 feet from any waters’ edge. 

• Florida law protects residents in HOAs. Know your rights. 

• Replace lawn equipment with those that are carbon friendly electric or 

propane. 

• Trim palm trees at 9 and 3 o’clock: horizontally. No hurricane clipping at 11 

to 1 o’clock, as is commonly practiced.  Clip only dead and brown fronds 

from palms. Cut no green palm fronds.   

• Have your local county extension service audit your HOA water use and 

overall landscape practices for free. Ours in Sarasota County can be 

reached at 941-861-9807 

• Get your retention ponds tested for nutrient pollution by the same 

extension services mentioned above. 941-861-9807. 

• Make your HOA or personal home landscape Silver or Gold Certified Florida 

Friendly.  
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Use Florida Native Vegetation 

Most HOA’s in Florida have some sort of Best Management Practices (BMP) that 

reflect the need for effective and appropriate plantings, but as non-native plants 

die off and need replacing, it is important to replace them with drought resistant, 

non-invasive native plantings. Here is an excellent website with an interactive tool 

that allows you create A Personal (HOA Friendly) Plant List is from the Florida 

Native Plant Society. The link is here: 

https://www.fnps.org/plants/refinelist/Sarasota 

Their interactive tool allows you to put in parameters that fit your geography and 

conditions such as sunlight, soil, and moisture, to come up with ideas for the best 

native plants.  

The Florida Friendly Guide allows for many non-native plants that do well in 

Florida, and so long as they are used modestly can add a lot to a Florida 

landscape. But a new study recently completed by scientists at the University of 

Delaware sheds an interesting light on the native vs. non-native debate.  

It turns out that any landscape that is less than 70% native will be deficient of bird 

life. In the Florida Friendly Guide of 9 principles, principle #5 describes the need 

to plant to “Attract Wildlife.” It is recommended that this new discovery of the 

70% rule be applied. Plant at least 70% native plants for a healthy wildlife friendly 

landscape. If you are in an HOA, as plants need replacing or are chosen to be 

added, add native.  The study by Dr. Dante Lapenta and his colleagues at the 

University of Delaware is here:  https://phys.org/news/2018-10-non-native-

homeowners-yards-endanger-wildlife.htm 

https://www.fnps.org/plants/refinelist/Sarasota
https://phys.org/news/2018-10-non-native-homeowners-yards-endanger-wildlife.htm
https://phys.org/news/2018-10-non-native-homeowners-yards-endanger-wildlife.htm
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It is helpful and smart to use the site linked above for choosing the right plant for 

HOA and personal landscape needs rather than those in the Florida Friendly 

Guide. The following chart shows the limitation of the Florida Friendly Guide 

wherein native vs non-native plants are concerned.  

 

 

 

 

 

Florida Friendly 

drought resistant 85% 

native plant lawns’ 

conversion with 

minimal Bahia grass 

turf. Established and 

requiring zero added 

fertilizer and zero 

additional irrigation.  
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Choose the Right Turf Grass If You Choose Any Grass at All 

According to Dr. Pat Williams PhD of the UF/IFAS Sarasota County Extension 

Office, 60% of water used in Florida is for irrigation – that is a very large number. 

Of that, it can be speculated that the majority goes to our lawns. For decades 

Saint Augustine has been the lawn of choice for most of Florida. It is nicknamed 

“the rich man’s grass.”  Though many city and county parks, and roadways shy 

away from Saint Augustine because of its high cost of maintenance and 

susceptibility to disease, (and instead favor and plant Bahai grass, a much better 

choice for our Florida climate), Saint Augustine is still the grass of choice. There 

are many advantages to Bahai grass, and all Florida Friendly landscapes should 

use it instead of Saint Augustine.  Bahia grass is drought resistant, and requires no 

or very minimal fertilization.  According to a study by the University of Florida 

“Bahai grass is a much more durable grass with fewer problems.” Saint Augustine 

grass requires much more care than Bahia grass; it requires more watering and 

fertilizer, which we are all trying to get away from, and mowing, which add to 

carbon emission air pollution. Saint Augustine grass is susceptible to disease and 

insects, primarily the chinch bug. Bahia grass is insect tolerant. For more 

information go to  http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/LH/LH00600.pdf.  

Bahia Grass vs. Saint Augustine Grass 

      Bahia Grass  Saint Augustine Grass 

Drought Tolerant       Yes   No                                                                                                                                    

Needs Little Water         Yes   No                                                                                                                         

Needs Lots of Water       No   Yes                                                                                                                 

Adaptive to Various Florida Soils         Yes   Yes                                                                                                 

Easily Established by Seed Planting  Yes   No                                                                                                 

Sun Tolerant    Yes   Yes 

 

The bottom line on Saint Augustine turf lawns and grass is this: they look nice and 

we love them, and a little lawn is nice for an outdoor games and other esthetics. 

But birds don’t care for them and butterflies don’t feed on the blades of Saint 

Augustine grass, which just sits there. Being green. Requiring care. It is advised 

that lawns as a percentage of landscapes be minimal. As Saint Augustine turf dies 

off in HOA’s, it is worth looking at Bahia as a replacement, especially in common 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/LH/LH00600.pdf
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areas. Other excellent ground covers include frog fruit, sunshine mimosa and eco 

pea.  

Florida Friendly BMP’s minimize the use of lawns and maximize the use of native 

plantings, which are more colorful, butterfly friendly, bee friendly, and bird 

friendly. The Gold standard for Florida Friendly, has no more than 50% of one’s lot 

covered in turf. We suggest no more than 25%, and none of that being Saint 

Augustine.  

When mowing, make sure all lawn clippings end up back on the lawn to serve as 

mulch and natural fertilizer, not in the street and blown down into storm drains. 

The clippings have over 35% of the turf needs of Saint Augustine in the form of 

nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium, as per Florida Friendly. 

Examples of Bahia Grass Turf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laurel Park, Nokomis (above)  
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20-Year-Old Bahia Turf Lawn in Nokomis                                   Baypoint Subdivision                                                                                         

“I do not water or fertilize at all,” says the owner.                                 Nokomis                                                         

There is no need for maintenance at all. 

Fertilizers 

It is now proven science that overuse of fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides are 

damaging our environment all over Florida and the country as a whole, and our 

lakes, rivers, and oceans verify this problem and pay the price.  Blue-green algae 

blooms are running wild in most every state, especially here in Florida. While the 

primary culprit in this devastation is our outdated and environmentally insensitive 

agricultural practices, our cities, parks, subdivisions, and residential areas also 

play a part. In Florida 2,600,000 unregulated septics (as of 2011 data per Eric 

Martell) contribute as well. Today in Florida we feel this acutely as our red tide 

blooms approach our shorelines from far out to sea and thrive on the nutrient 

laden waters that have been fed by effluent runoffs flowing into the Gulf from our 

farms, golf courses, and HOA managed subdivisions by way of rivers and storm 

drains. Recognizing the urgency of this problem, 11 states have banned or limited 

the use of phosphorus and nitrogen laden fertilizers. In Florida, we ban their use 

from June 1 through September 30, but there are no enforcement or monitoring 

mechanisms in place, so we must self-monitor, and that is rarely an effective 
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method of oversight for any problem. Fertilize no more than once a year, just 

before the rainy season in late May. Use time release organic fertilizer.  

The Mosaic Company is the largest producer of phosphates in the country and is 

very actively mining in Florida. Scientists have proven this to be to the detriment 

of our lands and underground aquifers, so although Florida has an incentive to 

ban phosphate fertilizers, it has a political challenge as well, with lobbyists armed 

to fight any efforts to institute a ban. Make sure your HOA is subscribing to BMP’s 

that minimalize the use of fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides.  Check out this 

link for more. http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/manateeco/2015/05/27/fertilizer-ban-

starts-june-1-no-nitrogen-or-phosphorus-applications/ 

Using organic compost is a much better choice for – especially for turf, but also 

for any new planting to build healthy soil. Organic compost is broadcast just like 

fertilizer.  https://takecomand.com/ Compost replaces all need for synthetic 

fertilizer by infusing and recharging sandy Florida soils with organic matter 

including aerobic bacteria and fungi. Dr. Pierce Jones of the University of Florida 

has studied landscaping and turf for many years, and advocates for organic 

matter rather than fertilizer, so why not begin the change now! 

There is no need to fertilize once a plant once is established, as per Florida 

Friendly Standards. Lawn clippings provide much of the nitrogen, potassium, and 

phosphorus that a lawn needs. Keep lawn clippings on the lawn.  

Fertilizers must be applied by spreaders that have shields to keep overspray off of 

hard surfaces. Also, fertilizer should not be broadcast within 5 feet of any hard 

surface such as sidewalks and roads. Never fertilize within 48 hours of a pending 

rain storm. Do not fertilize established plants; they do not need it. Apply Saint 

Augustine lawn fertilizer only once a year in late May right before the growing 

season, using slow release organic products. Fertilizing in the fall when lawns are 

dormant is wasteful. Do not fertilize within 15 feet of any water body such as 

ponds and canals.   

 

 

 

 

http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/manateeco/2015/05/27/fertilizer-ban-starts-june-1-no-nitrogen-or-phosphorus-applications/
http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/manateeco/2015/05/27/fertilizer-ban-starts-june-1-no-nitrogen-or-phosphorus-applications/
https://takecomand.com/


12 
 

 

Herbicides 

Quite simply, chemical herbicides are not necessary and should be avoided; they 

are toxic and many on the shelves of hardware stores come with disclaimers, skull 

and bones emblems and more warnings. It is easy to create an effective herbicide 

using readily available and organic products with equal efficacy to expensive 

products created in big factories and sold for lots of money.  A natural herbicide 

that has been used in Florida Friendly Landscaping for years can be made by 

common household items. The portions and ratios can be adjusted, but here is a 

simple mixture that is effective as a herbicide. Try it on your own and see! 

 Mix: 1 gallon of white vinegar, 1 cup of table salt, 1 tablespoon of liquid dish 

washing soap. Bulk applications can be put together and applied by the pump 

applicators. Apply to weeds. Many Florida residents wishing to be thoughtful 

about their own landscape practices have successfully used this mixture as an 

herbicide for years. See this link: https://www.realsimple.com/home-

organizing/homemade-weed-killer  

It should also be noted, that the most notorious of all herbicides – Roundup 

(Glyphosate) – a believed to be a carcinogen, has not been banned statewide 

anywhere in the USA, however, 17 nations, including every developed nation has 

banned its use owing to studies that link it directly to cancers, most notably 

lymphoma. It is notable that Stuart, Florida, Miami Beach, Florida and Venice, 

Florida have banned city use of Roundup and glyphosate on city properties. As 

with the tobacco industry, which claimed for decades that tobacco and cigarettes 

did not cause cancer, Monsanto, the largest producer of Roundup argues the 

same. Time will tell where this goes, but for now, it is reasonable to use 

 

 

https://www.realsimple.com/home-organizing/homemade-weed-killer
https://www.realsimple.com/home-organizing/homemade-weed-killer
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formularies like the one above to control weeds in our HOA’s and avoid and/or 

prohibit the use of Roundup and other glyphosates. 

https://www.baumhedlundlaw.com/toxic-tort-law/monsanto-roundup-

lawsuit/where-is-glyphosate-banned/ 

Pesticides 

We tend to think that we need to spray for every kind of bug, and that bugs are 

pests and must be eradicated. In this action, we end up doing way more harm 

than good. We kill bees, ladybugs and butterflies as well as a myriad of other 

insects that are not only good for our landscaped campuses of our HOA managed 

subdivisions, but are essential. Dragonflies eat mosquitos, so why not let them 

live? 

I cite information from an article by Jeff Waslielewski who wrote while he worked 

at the renowned Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden in Miami.  Jeff informs us 

that “there are over a million named species of insects, but less than 1 percent of 

these do damage to plants.” Long before we came along, nature took care of 

plants just fine. As Jeff says, “you can maintain a healthy, lush garden without 

spraying a drop of chemicals on your plants.” Well, one might think, “But we have 

been spraying forever! Was that wrong?” Quite simply, yes. We have been sold a 

bill of goods by big companies the same way the Marlboro man encouraged us to 

keep smoking.  

“Letting nature take its course doesn’t mean that you will always have pest free 

plants,” says Jeff. But so long as the tendency to spray is curbed, nature will 

eventually take care of any pest problem.  

“Pesticides are dangerous and extremely toxic” says Jeff, and we do not want 

them being leached into our waterways. 

Natural choices for pest control include ladybugs, which can be bought and used 

around landscaped areas. Dragonflies and chubbies eat mosquitoes. Nematodes 

are commercially available and are natural predators of termites. More bugs will 

mean more birds, the most dedicated pesticide of all.  

Please take a moment and read Mr. Waslielewski’s full report here and when you 

are done, it will be hard to find any reason to use pesticides ever again. 

https://www.baumhedlundlaw.com/toxic-tort-law/monsanto-roundup-lawsuit/where-is-glyphosate-banned/
https://www.baumhedlundlaw.com/toxic-tort-law/monsanto-roundup-lawsuit/where-is-glyphosate-banned/
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https://www.fairchildgarden.org/home-gardening/gardening-how-tos/insects-

pesticides  

If you are still wanting to apply some kind of pesticide, make it non-chemical and 

natural only. See this link for more: https://learn.eartheasy.com/guides/natural-

garden-pest-control/  and spot use them only on effected areas.  

Landscaping Alternatives 

As little lawn and grass cover as possible should be used. Xeriscaping is the ideal 

yard-scape for HOA’s and elsewhere. No lawn or grass cover should be used 

within 10 feet of any water, according to Gold Standard Florida Friendly practices.   

Use shrubs and plants that will naturally leach out harmful nutrients. In old 

Florida, there were no lawns. We brought them with us from up north. And while 

we like them, they are expensive to maintain and not the best choice to meet our 

landscaping needs. Good lawn substitutes include frog fruit, sunshine mimosa, 

and eco pea. Look into these.  

As lawn areas die off in our subdivisions, HOA landscape committees might look 

at replacing those areas with Florida Friendly drought resistant plants and shrubs, 

trees and water features. Or plant a butterfly garden. Bee friendly plantings 

represent another good choice. Florida Friendly Landscape recognition lists give 

extra credit for the removal of turf and replacement with plants. Remember the 

70% rule, and concentrate on native.  

Mulches  

Mulch is recommended in landscapes to maintain soil moisture and to inhibit 

weed growth. An organic pre-emergent can be applied onto mulch beds to keep 

weed growth down without having to rely on chemicals such at toxic glyphosate 

like Roundup. http://greenearthagandturf.com/preem-pre-emergent-organic-

weed-killer.shtml  Mulch also helps prevent soil erosion.   

The recommended mulch is melaleuca FloriMulch made 100% from harvested 

invasive melaleuca trees that are being eradicated and harvested following 

stringent rules. It has been tested by the University of Florida and shown to be 

termite resistant. http://gomulch.com/index.cfm/name-FloriMulchLanding  Many 

other mulches have toxic chemicals and colorants and are derived from 

unsustainable - even old growth - trees and tree farms.  

https://www.fairchildgarden.org/home-gardening/gardening-how-tos/insects-pesticides
https://www.fairchildgarden.org/home-gardening/gardening-how-tos/insects-pesticides
https://learn.eartheasy.com/guides/natural-garden-pest-control/
https://learn.eartheasy.com/guides/natural-garden-pest-control/
http://greenearthagandturf.com/preem-pre-emergent-organic-weed-killer.shtml
http://greenearthagandturf.com/preem-pre-emergent-organic-weed-killer.shtml
http://gomulch.com/index.cfm/name-FloriMulchLanding
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BMPs for mulch suggest spot mulching only on exposed or bald areas. There is no 

need to apply multiple inches of mulch in any plant beds. It is a waste of money, 

time, and material. If a top coat is wished for esthetics, make it 2” at most.  

Retention Ponds 

Stormwater runoff is considered to be the largest contributor to water 

degradation in Florida, according to the UF/IFAS Extension, however other 

experts credit big agriculture and septics as the primary offenders. There is no 

argument that all are contributors and all need to be addressed. In HOAs, 

retention ponds capture nitrogen from primarily Saint Augustine fertilized lawns 

as well as overused pesticides and herbicides such as glyphosate. There is so 

much to know about the correct function of retention ponds, including such 

things as a 10-foot buffer around pond edges free of turf and/or mowing, planted 

with vegetation to clean nutrient infused runoff naturally.  See this link for more 

info. https://www.epa.gov/nutrientpollution  

A retention pond planted with a littoral and riparian buffer has the ability to help 

clean much of the water of nitrogen and other nutrient pollution, however as has 

been noted in a study done by the state of Florida, only at a rate of 43.75%. So, 

simply put, we still need to focus on ways to keep nitrogen and their pollutants 

out of our landscapes and that way out of our water. 

Our ponds should have vegetation in the water and around it as well to hold the 

banks in place, retard erosion, and to serve as nutrient filters. The county 

extension can help find the proper plants for retention pond interiors and 

exteriors.  More info is also available here. http://www.beautifulponds.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Improper Retention Pond Installation – No Riparian Buffer 

https://www.epa.gov/nutrientpollution
http://www.beautifulponds.com/
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Retention Pond with a Healthy Riparian Buffer of At Least 10 Feet 
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A new and innovative way to clean the water in retention ponds has been created 

in the private industry: floating islands of nutrient loving vegetation. 

 

These islands drop their roots into the ponds and hydroponically grow the plants. 

The company Bee Mats designs and installs these islands. 

http://www.beemats.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.beemats.com/
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Irrigation 

Florida Friendly principle #2 gives details about watering. Several points are 

made. One, overwatering, aside from being simply wasteful, makes your 

landscape more susceptible to pest infestations. So, know how much to water. 

For Saint Augustine turf, that is ½ - ¾” per week. Many Bahiagrass lawns require 

no supplemental watering at all, except during a rare summer draught. Less 

watering makes for deeper root. More watering keeps roots shallow.  Refer to the 

UF/IFAS recommended water rates and schedules. There is no need to water at all 

unless plants show signs of wilt.  

An excellent guide to understand water issues as they apply to our landscapes 

and HOAs can be accessed here. It is titled Florida Friendly Best Management 

Practices for the Protection of Water Resources by the Green Industry. 

https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/GIBMP_Manual_Web_English_2015.pdf  

HOA’s and The Law 

Florida statute, in an effort to respect a healthy environment, wrote legislation 

that limits the authority of HOAs to limit Best Management Practices which are 

recognized to work towards the overall best environmental interests of the state.  

In short, home owners within an HOA have rights to work towards Florida Friendly 

landscaping on their own lots within an HOA. One example is rain barrels. Many 

HOAs may not want you to use them, saying they are unsightly, but state law 

allows for them since they have not only been sanctioned under the Florida 

Friendly Landscape Guide standards, but have also been advocated. You can get 

rid of much of your turf and replace it with native plants and mulch beds. Read 

the attached for more information and clarity. 

https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/LegallySpeaking2017/2017-3_FFL-Law_Stage.pdf  

Florida Friendly Silver and Gold Certification 

There are Approved Practices that have been created within the Florida Friendly 

science community that once adapted by an HOA or any other landscaped yard or 

property, qualify the property UF/IFAS Best Managemet Practices Silver and Gold 

Landscapes. These are worthy practices, but remember that new science confirms 

that native plantings should be primary as well as soil amended by Comand rather 

than fertilizer use on turf. Go here to see requirements. 

https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/materials/FYN_Yard_Recognition_Checklist.pdf  

https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/GIBMP_Manual_Web_English_2015.pdf
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/LegallySpeaking2017/2017-3_FFL-Law_Stage.pdf
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/materials/FYN_Yard_Recognition_Checklist.pdf
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Lawn Maintenance Equipment 

Most lawn care in Florida today is done the old-fashioned way, with riding and 

push mowers run on gasoline: noisy and smelly to say the least.  Over 5% of all 

carbon air pollution comes directly from our landscape equipment. For HOA’s that 

own their equipment, no doubt it is of that type, whether new or old. Every time 

the lawn brigade comes in and takes over our HOA, we are directly contributing to 

our global warming (let alone to high decibel noise.)  

But there is good news. As battery technology has evolved, there are many new 

choices for lawn care equipment from electric riding mowers to battery operated 

trimmers. For those HOA’s who need to replace equipment, it is suggested that 

these green alternatives be researched and that carbon-based machinery be 

phased out. An electric trimmer and electric push mower are pictured below. 

www.todaysmower.com has a list of riding and standup electric mowers for HOA 

use and other large operations and they also offer ideas for push mowers. Ryobi, 

Hitachi, and Husqvarna offer a variety of riding and push mowers as well as 

hedgers, trimmers, and blowers that use no gas at all. Florida Friendly landscape 

BMP’s recommend the use of such equipment. There are also several lawn care 

services now in southwest Florida that use such equipment and are for hire as 

maintenance providers to HOA’s. You can find a list at www.eco-lectric.com.   

HOA’s should also study and consider clean emission propane mowers. These are 

cost comparable to gas mowers. There are also conversion kits that can be bought 

for a reasonable price that allow you to convert your gas mower to a clean 

emission propane mower.     

https://www.scag.com/propanezeroturnmowers.html  

 

 

http://www.todaysmower.com/
http://www.eco-lectric.com/
https://www.scag.com/propanezeroturnmowers.html
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