
 

 

 

 

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

 MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

 COURTHOUSE ANNEX 

 

 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

 

 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2015 

 

 4:00 P.M. 

  

  

The Board of County Commissioners of Madison County, Florida met this day in Regular 

Session with the following members present: Justin Hamrick (District 1), Wayne Vickers 

(District 2), Ronnie L. Moore (District 3), Alfred Martin (District 4), and Rick Davis (District 5). 

Also present were County Coordinator Allen Cherry, Assistant County Coordinator Sherilyn 

Pickels, County Attorney George T. Reeves, and County Clerk Tim Sanders.  

 

The Chairman, Honorable Ronnie L. Moore, called the meeting to order and called the 

roll. 

 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Hamrick, seconded by Commissioner Davis, the Board 

voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the agenda as amended: at the request of Mr. Cherry, add to 

New Business item No. 5. Consideration of Public Fireworks Use & Display Permit from Ashley 

Pyrotechnics, Inc. at Honey Lake Plantation & Spa.   

 

The minutes of the Regular Meeting held on January 14, 2015 were presented for review. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Martin, seconded by Commissioner Vickers, the Board voted 

unanimously (5-0) to approve said minutes as presented. 

 

Under Petitions from the Public, Mr. Burnett Adams expressed his concerns about the 

poor conditions of the County’s graded roads and asked staff to look at the problems, such as 

pulling ditches to provide an adequate crown. 

 

Mr. Cherry referred to a Request for Contract Extension-Third Party Technical Review 

and Consulting Agreement from RS&H, Inc. (Reynolds, Smith & Hill) dated January 16, 2015. 

Mr. Cherry explained the Contract extension would authorize approval for an additional $15,000 

to continue performing technical review and consulting at the Madison County Landfill on an 

“as-needed” basis as previously agreed.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Vickers, seconded by 

Commissioner Davis, the Board voted unanimously to approve said Contract extension. 
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Discussion followed on filling the vacant Alternate position on the County Planning and 

Zoning Board.  Commissioner Hamrick reported that Mr. Chad Thurner expressed interest in 

serving on said Board.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Hamrick, seconded by Commissioner 

Vickers, the Board voted unanimously to appoint Mr. Thurner to said Alternate position. 

 

Discussion followed on the vacant “Not Subject to the Tax” position on the Tourist 

Development Council (TDC).  The Board by consensus agreed to advertise the position on the 

County’s website, rather than a paid advertisement in the local newspaper and to re-agenda the 

matter for a later meeting. 

 

Mr. Cherry referred to Ashley Pyrotechnics, Inc.’s Public Fireworks Use & Display 

Permit Application for Saturday, January 31st at Honey Lake Plantation & Spa.  A motion was 

made by Commissioner Vickers and seconded by Commissioner Davis to approve said Permit.  

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Commissioner Hamrick reported a constituent in NORTHWOOD subdivision reported 

being inconvenienced by having to take a longer route to work due to Celosia Drive no longer 

being a throughway.  He stated the subdivision lot owner would like to access Country Kitchen 

Road at the back of the lot.  The County Attorney addressed subdivision restrictions that prevent 

direct access to Country Kitchen Road and suggested determining the potential number of 

driveways onto Country Kitchen Road from said NORTHWOOD subdivision. 

 

Commissioner Moore expressed a concern that a City of Madison waterline extension 

project on County Road 360 may be damaging an existing sidewalk.  County Road & Bridge 

Coordinator Lonnie Thigpen stated that he would examine the construction and if the sidewalk is 

damaged then the City should make necessary repairs. 

 

At 4:25 P.M. the Chairman recessed the meeting to resume at 5:00 P.M. for a scheduled 

Workshop to discuss culvert work for Cherry Lake. 

 

At 5:00 P.M. Chairman Moore called the meeting back to order for said Workshop, 

which he explained was an extension of topics discussed at a November Board Workshop on 

Cherry Lake at the 4-H Camp. 

 

Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD) Engineer Brian Kauffman stated 

that some of the concerns expressed at said November Workshop involved the erosion of an 

existing “drainage” ditch and resulting lowering of Cherry Lake.  Mr. Kauffman reported a 

survey found a high point of the bottom of said ditch that is 2.5 feet lower than the culverts under 

County Road 254 (Cherry Lake Circle). 

 

At the request of Commissioner Vickers, Mr. Kauffman reported SRWMD has discussed 

building a concrete structure at the same elevation of said high point of ditch to insure the same 
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lake water level.  Mr. Kauffman also advised the work on the ditch would have to have approval 

of adjoining landowners to allow access to the work area.  He also advised SRWMD would 

require a permit for stabilization of the ditch. 

 

Mr. Reeves advised the County would have to have an easement from the property 

owner/s to access said ditch and expenses would have to come from the General Fund.  He also 

advised if the structure is built, the County would be obligated to maintain the structure and flow 

of the ditch. 

 

The Clerk expressed a need for a before-and-after topographic survey for the public 

record and also a concern about an unbudgeted expense in the General Fund at this time of 

uncertainty due to the Nestle Waters lawsuit.  Mr. Thigpen also expressed a concern about setting 

a precedent with the control of water flow by the County. 

 

The Board by consensus agreed to obtain cost estimates for the survey, engineering, 

permitting, legal fees and construction of said ditch structure, and to schedule another Workshop 

to discuss said proposed project costs. 

 

Local resident Marie McAllister reported run-off from the lake has flooded her nearby 

property four times and cautioned the Board about the proposed fix.  

        

There being no further business, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 5:40 P.M. 
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