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WHAT WOULD BE YOUR IDEAL WAY TO SPEND A DAY OFF? 

My ideal day off would be to take a long bike ride in the morning, grab a quick early 
afternoon nap, and then to have friends over for a barbeque on our back deck later in 
the afternoon. Then I would get to exercise, relax and enjoy the company of both family 
and friends all in one day. With two teenage boys at home my passion is family, as my life 
seems to always revolve around them and their basketball teams or other social schedules. 
We enjoy living in New York and very often head into Manhattan on the weekend to take 
advantage of what the city offers.

WHAT INSPIRES YOU OUTSIDE OF BEAUTY TRENDS? 

I often take inspiration from the art world. Many of the trends and techniques that originate 
there migrate to beauty, and the technical approach that is used in the art world can offer 
insight into how we can approach it in the cosmetic world. Our mark. Epic Intense Lipstick 
contains a built-in primer to help deliver 1 intense swipe color. The ability to use these as 
a base or a top coat, similar to the art world, is what enables the consumer to completely 
transform the look that she can achieve.

WHAT GOALS DO YOU HAVE LEFT TO ACHIEVE AT AVON? 

Two of the big opportunities that I would love to be able to deliver against are a lip product 
that delivers extreme wear without being uncomfortable, and separately a foundation that 
provides full coverage but does so with a lightweight breathable formulation that provides  
a natural look.

WHAT WOULD YOUR ADVICE BE TO SOMEONE THINKING OF JOINING THE INDUSTRY? 

For anyone interested in a cosmetic career within R&D I always recommend they get a 
college degree in their scientific field of interest, and then look to find that first opportunity  
to gain experience and develop more professional contacts within cosmetics. 

WHAT DOES A TYPICAL DAY LOOK LIKE FOR YOU AT SUFFERN?

I get to work fairly early.  Avon is a very global company so I’m on the phone every day with 
the R&D development team in Europe and Latin America, and Asia as we work to develop 
our newest concepts and innovations.  We have a lot of meetings to pool our knowledge 
and find the best solutions - we often continue through lunch but thankfully, we have a great 
café so it’s a good place to sit down and talk.  By late afternoon I make sure I go back to my 
office to digest information and devote time to the things I need to focus on. 

WHAT IS YOUR BACKGROUND BEFORE AVON? 

Coming out of high school I knew I wanted to study science, so I pursued an undergraduate 
degree in chemistry and then decided to go to graduate school to study synthetic organic 
chemistry. I thought this would lead to a career in the pharmaceutical industry, however 
upon completion of my doctorate I was interested in working in an industry where I could 
have a shorter term impact. When the Avon opportunity came up I immediately decided to 
pursue it. 

WHAT DO YOU FIND CHALLENGING ABOUT OUR ROLE? 

The fact that we sell products in so many different and diverse countries makes it quite hard 
to develop a single product that meets the needs of everyone. But at the same time it’s 
fascinating to work with associates from so many different markets as you learn so much 
about the world and different countries and cultures. 

CONNECT WITH ME:
Emily Robinson 
emily.robinson@avon.com

Simone Bramble 
simone.bramble@seengroup.com

EDUCATION:
Penn State University 
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.), Organic Chemistry 
1990 – 1995

Stony Brook University 
Bachelor’s Degree, Chemistry 
1986 – 1990

MY TYPICAL WORK DAY:

Worldwide phone calls

Meetings with collegues

Working at my desk

Grabbing lunch from the café

AVON R&D LAB:

FUN FACT: 
My dad worked for  
Avon for over 30 years,  
so I sort of grew up  
with the company.

FAVOURITE PRODUCT: 
Our True Color  
Perfectly Matte  
Lipstick.  

MOST PROUD OF: 
Helping women look 
and feel better about 
themselves makes  
me smile every day.


