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Day 1: Friday, June 8 - Leave for Rome via an overnight flight from Des Moines 
either in the morning or early afternoon. Snacks and meals will be provided by the 
airline on our journey across the Atlantic. We will have one and possibly two lay 
overs.

Day 2: Saturday, June 9 - We will arrive at Rome’s airport in the morning or 
afternoon. We will take private transportation to our hotel. After checking in and 
having a quick orientation meeting, most people will want to take a nap and/or 
have the opportunity to freshen up. We will reconvene at 4 p.m. and make our way 
to St. John Lateran Church, the cathedral church of Rome. 

Day 3: Sunday,  June 10 - In the morning we’ll make our way to St. Peter’s Basilica 
via the metro for 10:30 Sunday Mass. Afterwards, we’ll make our way outside and 
begin our guided tour of St. Peter’s Basilica. We will have a pleasant interruption by 
the Holy Father as he says the Angelus prayer around noon. We will then 
continue our guided tour inside this evocative basilica. We will also go to the 
Pantheon, the oldest building in the world still used for its original purpose, for 
a guided tour. We will then proceed to L’Orso 80 for a group dinner. Our evening 
concludes with the traditional Italian passignata from Piazza Novena before a walk 
to the Pantheon, Trevi Fountain and Spanish Steps to experience these 
evocative sights at night. 2

Join Fr. Adam Westphal, associate pastor at St. Luke the Evangelist Parish in Ankeny and Jason Collins, M.A.,            

founder of Collins Travel and Pilgrimages, on an exciting 10-day pilgrimage to Rome, Florence and Siena in June 2018!               

Collins Travel Agency and Pilgrimages, LLC, will be taking 20 people on this incredible journey of faith and adventure. 

Daily Mass will be offered by Father Westphal and there will be opportunities for confession. 
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Day 4: Monday, June 11 - In the morning we will walk to the Holy Stairs – the 
same stairs Jesus walked up and down during his Passion. Then we’ll walk 
to Santa Croce Catholic in Gerusalemme. Later, we’ll head to San Clemante 
Catholic Church, where you’ll see visible layers of ancient Rome dating back 
to the 3rd Century. We’ll have lunch around San Clemante church. After lunch 
we will take the metro to St. Paul outside the Walls, which contains the head of 
St. Paul. In the late afternoon, we will return to the center of the city for a tour 
of Santa Maria Maggiore. 4

Day 5: Tuesday, June 12 - Today will be our Roman history day. We will visit 
some of the most famous sites from ancient Rome. We’ll visit Palatine Hill and 
the Roman Forum, where you’ll see remnants of the heart and soul of 
activity of ancient Rome. Next we’ll go to the Colosseum, where 50,000 
Romans would gather together in ancient times to watch gladiator combats. In 
the afternoon we’ll return to the Vatican and the Vatican Museum, home of the 
Sistine Chapel, which contains the famous ceiling paintings by Michelangelo. 
We’ll then make a return visit to St. Peter’s afterwards for some personal time. 

Day 6: Wednesday, June 13 - Our entire morning and early afternoon will 
consist of the Papal Audience.  Afterwards, the remainder of the day is free 
and up to you.  You can revisit a site, spend some time in prayer and medita-
tion at one of the beautiful churches we have visited, or perhaps take in site 
that is not on the itinerary. How about the Spanish Steps or shopping? Jason 
will point you in the right direction. Want to visit a catacomb? Jason will give 
you directions. 

Day 7: Thursday, June 14 – Our morning will consist of checking out of our 
hotel around 9 and departing on a deluxe motor coach to Sienna. When we 
arrive we will take a walking tour of central Siena where we will see the 
famous Il campo, the Duomo, and San Domenico where St. Catherine of 
Siena’s head resides. We will have a pleasent meal in one of the 14 famous Sie-
na neighborhoods. 

Day 8: Friday, June 15 – We will check out of our hotel and make our final 
journey via motor coach to Florence. Our afternoon will consist of a tour of 
the Duomo followed by a walking tour of the Accedmia, which houses 
Michelangelo’s famous David statue. The rest of the late afternoon will be yours 
to decide, take in another famous museum, check out some more churches, or 
simply stroll through the streets of Florence before joining us for dinner.

Day 9: Saturday, June 16 – In the morning we have a wonderful walking tour 
of Florence. We will then make our way to another renowned museum, the 
Uffizi, which houses a wonderful collection of Renaissance art. We will then 
cross the Ponte Vecchio and visit the Oltrano neighborhood before having our 
final dinner together in Italy.

Day 10: Sunday, June 17 - We will check out of the hotel and make our way 
to the airport in Florence and head home. Our flight home will consist of two 
and possibly three lay-overs. 
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