
Kingsquad Notes – Terms 2 (2018) & 3 (2019) – Baddies From The Bible 

Dear Kingsquad leaders, 

Over the next two terms we are looking at some of the villains found in the Old and New Testaments.  
Some, like David, may be a surprising inclusion! 
NB The weeks are in Biblical order, but they are numbered for ease of identification only. 
Feel free to do them in whichever order suits your Kingsquad, e.g. Week 10 looks at the 
darker side of the Nativity story, but, if followed sequentially, would appear in mid-January. 
 

Week Character & Theme Story Memory Verse 

1 Jacob – Temptation Jacob steals Esau’s 
birthright 
(Genesis ch27) 

 “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.”  Luke 11 v 4a 

2 Pharaoh – God has got 
a plan 

Slavery in Egypt and 
Moses’ birth 
(Exodus ch1) 

“For I know the plans I have for you," declares 
the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”      

Jeremiah 29 v 11 

3 Balaam – Obeying God Balaam’s ass 
(Numbers 22:1-35) 

“If you love me, you will obey my 

commandments.”    John 14 v 15 

4 Abimelech – The cost 
of ambition 

Killing his brothers 
(Judges ch9) 

Don't do anything from selfish ambition or from 
a cheap desire to boast, but be humble toward 

one another,...  Philippians 2 v 3a 

5 David – Everyone does 
wrong things 
sometimes 

Nathan’s parable about 
David and Bathsheba 
(2 Samuel 12:1-23) 

“I will forgive their sins and I will no longer 

remember their wrongs.” Jeremiah 31 v 34b 

6 Rehoboam – Who do 
you listen to? 

Rehoboam does not listen 
to wise advice 
(1 Kings 12:1-20) 

If you listen to me, you will know what is right, 
just, and fair. You will know what you should do.  

Proverbs 2 v 9 

7 Ahab & Jezebel – 
Greed and repentance 

Naboth’s vineyard 
(1 Kings ch21) 

“Watch out and guard yourselves from every 

kind of greed;”  Luke 12 v 15a 

8 Haman – Anger often 
hurts yourself 

Haman’s plot to kill the Jews 

(Esther chs 3-7) 
Wisdom can make your life pleasant and lead 

you safely through it.  Proverbs 3 v 17 

9 Herod the Great – 
Does God love 
everyone? 

Slaughter of the innocents 
(Matthew ch2) 

’There is no fear in love; perfect love drives out 

all fear’.   1 John 4 v 18 

10 Herod Antipas – Being 
proud can hurt others 

Death of John the Baptist 
(Matthew 14:1-12 /     
Mark 6:14-29) 

People who are proud will soon be disgraced. It 

is wiser to be modest.  Proverbs 11 v2 

11 Judas – Loyalty Judas betrays Jesus 
(Matt 26:14-16 & 47-50 / 
27:3-10) 

“Your love and loyalty will always keep me 

safe.”  Psalm 40 v 11b 

12 Ananias & Sapphira – 
Lying 

Ananias & Sapphira lie 
about selling some land 
(Acts 5:1-11) 

It is better to be poor but honest than to be a 

lying fool. Psalm 19 v 1 

13 Saul (before ->Paul) –  
Even the worst people 
can change 

Persecution of Christians & 
Saul’s conversion 
(Acts 9) 

We know that everything works together for 
good for those who love God.   Romans 8 v 28 

 

As the Kingsquads run under the Family Trust name, please could you let us know 
of any new leaders or leavers so that we can keep our DBS records up to date.   

NB It is FT policy for all leaders to have a current DBS certificate or be 
registered with the DBS Update Service. 
 

Also, if you feel in need of extra support due to e.g. lack of leaders or falling numbers, 
please contact us and we will try to help in any way we can. 
 

Yours in Christ,     The Family Trust Team 



 



Activities: 

Grab!: 4 teams, one in each corner of the room. One member of each team, at a time, goes to the centre of the room, 

when the Leader shouts “Grab!”, where there is a hoop containing 3 small balls, 3 beanbags and 3 skittles, which they 

take back to their teams, one at a time. (NB Have one fewer of each item than the number of teams)  The aim of the game is 

for each team to get 1 beanbag, 1 ball and 1 skittle back to their team as quickly as possible. However, the runners are 

allowed to steal one item at a time from the other teams, to prevent them from reaching their quota. A point is given to 

the team which gets their 3 items back first then the next people in the teams start running when the Leader shouts 

“Grab!” and so on. 

Parachute opposition: All hold on to the parachute. One side is Team A and the other Team B. A ball is thrown in the 

middle of the parachute. Team A has to get it over the heads of Team B and on the floor to score a goal and vice versa. 

The winning team is the first to score 10 goals. 

Reversing Kim’s Game: A leader shows the children a selection of small items on a tray which they have 20 seconds 

to memorise. The items are then covered and the Leader takes one item away. The children are shown the tray again 

and have to work out which item is missing.  

Exploring the Story: 

Introduction: One Leader says not to 

touch the plate of biscuits whilst  another 

Leader tells the children to go ahead and eat 

them, as they won’t get into trouble. 

Story: Genesis 27—see resources 

Ask the children to draw a scene from the 

story. Maybe you could show them some old 

paintings to give them inspiration. 

Let them show their pictures and maybe ask 

some of the following questions: Why did 

they choose to draw that scene? What did 

they learn from it? 

Why was that part so 

important to them? 

Worship:  

Learn a verse from the Bible: Luke 11 v 4a 

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” Prepare 

four sets of the memory verse words on different coloured paper. 

As Isaac was blind in our story today, blindfold one person from 

each team. They have to listen to their team mates who will give 

them instructions as to where they can find the right coloured 

pieces of memory verse for their team, which are scattered 

around the room. They will bring the pieces back to their teams 

who will put the verse in order and learn it. 

Song:  “Hands Hands Fingers Thumbs” - Doug Horley         
(We want to see Jesus lifted high/ King of Heaven CD)       
Praise God no matter what! 

Prayer:  Ask if the children recognise the words of the memory 

verse. They are from The Lord’s Prayer. Let the children have a 

go at writing or singing their own prayer, either putting The 

Lord’s Prayer into their own words or simply asking God to help 

them whenever they feel tempted to do the wrong thing. They 

might want to work in pairs, pooling ideas, and, if there’s time, 

 you could hear some of their prayers. 

For your info: Read Genesis 27. Today we are focussing on temptation and how we can be goaded by other people to do 

wrong things. It was Rebecca who tempted her son Jacob to steal his brother’s birthright. We are all tempted to do wrong things 

so we need to ask God to help us not to do them, otherwise we may hurt a lot of people.                

Today’s notes are based on Genesis 27 

Baddies from the Bible  Week 1 

Jacob - Temptation 

Application:  Have you ever been tempted to do something that was wrong? Has someone ever said to you, “Go on, 

it will be all right, you won’t get into trouble!”? What happened? In our story, the whole family was torn apart 

because Rebecca and Jacob were tempted to do the wrong thing and then actually did it! We all get tempted. God 

wants us to go to Him as He can help us to not do bad things. It’s hard, but with God’s help, we can resist. Adults 

struggle too! Maybe being tempted to drive over the speed limit when they are running late or when their friends 

tempt them with cake when they are meant to be on a diet! We also need to remember that we mustn’t tempt other 

people to do the wrong thing, like Rebecca in our story today. How did you feel when one Leader told you not to eat 

the biscuits whilst another was telling you to go ahead? We need to be good role models for our friends, to help them 

to do the right thing, as well as staying close to God, trying to resist all the many temptations that surround us. We 

must remember, if Jesus wouldn’t do it, then neither should we! 



Jacob is tempted to steal his brother’s inheritance 

Back in the Old Testament, before even Jesus was born, when a man 
was about to die, he would give his blessing to his eldest child who 
would then inherit all the man’s money, land and slaves. This is what 
happened to one family when the mother and youngest son decided to 
cheat the eldest son out of his inheritance. 

This is Isaac (introduce him) who is married to Rebecca (introduce her). 
Their eldest son is Esau (introduce him) and their youngest is Jacob 
(introduce him). 

When Isaac was old and blind, he sent for Esau and told him to cook 
him some food and then he would give Esau his blessing, meaning that 
Esau would inherit all his Dad’s money and power, once Isaac was dead. 
So, Esau went off to prepare the food. 

Rebecca heard their conversation and said to her son, Jacob, “Go and 
prepare food and take it to your Father. He will give you the blessing 
before Esau gets back.” Jacob was really tempted as he’d love to inherit 
all his Dad’s money, but said, “Esau is hairy, and I have smooth skin, so 
when my Father holds my arm, to give me the blessing, he will know it’s 
not me.” Rebecca had a plan, “Go and put skins of goats on your arms. 
Your Father will feel the fur, think you are Esau, and will definitely give 
you the blessing!”  

So that’s what Jacob did. He cooked food, covered his arms in goats’ 
skins and went to see Isaac. Isaac couldn’t see but he knew his sons by 
touch so when he put his hand on Jacob and felt the fur, he thought it 
was his eldest son, Esau. Isaac gave Jacob the blessing and when Esau 
returned with a meal for his Dad, it was too late. Rebecca and Jacob had 
given in to temptation and Jacob had stolen the inheritance from his 
brother. 

Isaac realised the mistake he’d made and cried, but it was too late to 
change anything, and Esau hated his brother for cheating him out of 
everything that should have been his.  Jacob had to run away for many 
years because of Esau’s anger. 

Week 1 



Activities:  

Knots: All the players stand in a circle, shoulder-to-shoulder, and join hands with two other players. No one should 

hold the hands of the same person or join hands with the person next to him.   

Now, everyone tries to untangle the knot and ends up in a large circle. Pivoting hands, without breaking grip, is 

allowed (and encouraged) in order to avoid injury. The players may crawl over, under and through one another in 

order to untie the knot. They may need to call for help and a leader can help to untangle them. 

Straw and Paper Relay:  You will need one straw for each child, paper plates and enough small paper squares for 

each child. Players are divided into teams and each player has a straw. Each team lines up with a plate at either end 

of the room or some distance apart. The paper is placed on the plate at the far end, the empty plate just in front of 

them. The players, one at a time, go to the far end, suck up the paper with the straw and keep sucking until they 

get back to the plate nearest the team and put it onto the plate. Then the next player does the same and so on 

until the whole team has had a go. The first team whose players have all had a go is the winner. 

Crocodile in the river: The middle of the room is the river. Children run from one side of the river to the other. 

One child is the crocodile and stands in the river. If children are tagged, they have to stand in the river as reeds to 

impede the others. But only the crocodile can catch the runners. 

Junk modelling: Children have to make the biggest building they can, out of the junk. If no junk, use Lego bricks. 

 Exploring the story:  

    

Introduction - Have a race to see how high 

they can they can make a playing card pyramid 

in 30 seconds. Explain that the Israelites were 

slaves in Egypt and were made to build huge 

pyramids. They were badly treated, whipped 

and starved, but God had a plan for their lives. 

 
  
Story: Slavery in Egypt  Exodus chapters 1-2 

See resources for story. 

 Worship: 

Memory verse: Jeremiah 29 v11 

 “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, 
"plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.” 

Cut up bricks (See resources) and get the children to 

arrange them in the right order 

   Song “God’s love is big!”-Vineyard UK (Great Big God CD)  

 

Reflection & Prayer :  He had a plan for the Israelites 

and he has one for us too. God wants us to talk to and tell 

Him our problems and worries.  There are different ways to 

pray: we can say or write our prayers. Today we have a 

prayer worry box so you can write or draw what is worrying 

you and put it in the box. You may not have any worries 

today but when you do, you can always tell God, wherever 

you are. 

Application:  

Have you ever been through a difficult time and thought you were on your own?  

The Israelites were having a really hard time, they didn’t know how they would carry on. Pharaoh and the Egyptians 

were being so hard on them, making them work harder and harder, but God had a plan for the Israelites and He has 

a plan for us too. No matter what we’re going through, however hard it is, He is always there and He wants the best 

for us. He wants us to keep going, trusting in Him, knowing that He will never let us down. Add a personal testimony. 

Today’s notes are based on Exodus Chs 1 & 2.  God has got a plan  for us, even when we are going through the hardest of 

times and everything is going wrong, He still has a plan and things will get better. The Israelites were having a sad time. They 
were in exile, far from their home and they thought they'd lost everything but God still had a plan for them and He has a plan for 
our lives too.  

Baddies from the Bible  Week 2 

Pharaoh - God has got a plan 



The Pharaoh is cruel to the Israelites 

 

The Israelites had lived peacefully alongside the Egyptians for many 
years, having moved to Egypt when there was a famine in their own 
country. However, a new Pharaoh came to power who was scared, as 
the Israelites were growing in number and he thought they might try to 
take over his country. So, he decided to make them slaves of the 
Egyptians. He gave them harder and harder work to do, building 
pyramids that reached up towards the sky. The Israelites still worked 
hard and grew in number so the Pharaoh stopped giving them the straw 
they needed to make the bricks for the pyramids, but the Israelites 
continued to do their best and increase in number. So, Pharaoh decided 
to do a terrible thing. He told the midwives, who delivered the Israelites’ 
babies, to kill all the baby boys. However, the Israelite women managed 
to give birth before the midwives got to them. 

Pharaoh made the Israelites’ lives so difficult and unhappy but God had 
a plan to rescue them. 

This involved one of those babies, and his name was...? 

 

(Get the children to tell as much of the next bit of the story as they can 
remember.) 

 

Week 2 



Week 2 



Week 2 



 

 

 

For your info: Although Balaam knew God and was one of his prophets, the profit offered by the king persuaded him to 

curse God’s people.  It took a talking donkey to stop him from walking straight into danger, the angel with the sword.  

Think about those times when you have been walking into danger and, for a change, be an ass, and ask God to help you 

obey him.  Today’s notes are based on Numbers 22:1-35 

Baddies from the Bible  Week 3 

Balaam - Obeying God 

 Application 

Balaam was one of God’s prophets and he knew that he should not curse the Jews, but the king promised him a 

lot of money.  It took a talking donkey to change Balaam’s mind.  Even then, he did try, but in the end he had to 

bless, rather than curse the Jews, which made the king really angry.  

Do you believe God can guide us in all situations?  Can you think of any situations where God can’t guide or help 

us?  Sometimes we try to follow our own path and that can lead us into trouble but God is always there for us to 

turn to, although he sometimes has to do unusual things to remind us he is there ready to guide us.   

 Worship  

Song: ‘Every move I make’  (Spring Harvest - Kids Praise 

Party: We Wanna Be Like Jesus CD) 

 

The dance moves from ‘The Macarena’ fit really 

well with this song!  

 

Verse from the Bible 

“If you love me, you will obey my commandments.”    
John 14 v 15 
 
Get the children to say it in different animal voices, 

including a donkey!  

 

Prayer:  Think of a time when you need reminding 

to be obedient to your parents/teacher or God.   

Ask God to help you remember and turn to him for 

guidance. 

 Exploring the story 

Introduction:  Ask the children if they have ever 

been in a situation where they have been trying to tell 

someone something important and the person they 

have been telling either hasn’t listened or hasn’t 

understood what they were saying? Our story today is 

about someone who needed to listen and obey God.   

 Story: ‘Balaam’s Donkey’  - Numbers 22:1-35 

Read the story from resources. 

 Activities 

Simon Says Opposites: Played like ‘Simon says’, but they have to do the opposite of the instructions.  Give rapid 

instructions that have a natural  opposite (e.g. stand up/sit down, face left/right). Children sit out when they make 

a mistake. 

Animal partners: Have enough pre-made cards (see resources) for children at Kingsquad. Hand out cards 

randomly and tell them to not tell anyone their animal. When you give the signal, have them make the sound of 

their animal as loudly as possible until they find their entire group. First group to totally find each other wins. The 

only one without a pair should be the donkey - give it to a very secure child (but don't tell them they are the only 

donkey). After all of the animals have found each other, there will still be one Hee-Hawing their head off to no 

avail! 

On the donkey, In the Road : Play like ‘In the river, on the bank’.  Find a line on the floor, or use rope or tape 

and create one yourself. Explain that one side is the donkey and the other is the road.  It is essential to obey the 

instructions and be in the right place at the right time. The players all line up on the road, then the leader calls 

either ‘On the donkey’ or ‘In the road’. They need to jump to the correct side of the line.  If they jump when 

they’re not supposed to, they’re out! 

Craft: Make a donkey puppet using the pictures in resources and a sock or small paper bag. 



Week 3 

Balaam’s Donkey 

Balaam didn’t know his donkey could talk – at least not un�l they took a long trip 

together.  They were on a journey to stop Moses and thousands of other Jews who had 

le� Egypt.  The Jews were walking to the land God had promised to give them, in what is 

now Israel.  They had to cross several countries on the way.  The king of one of these 

countries was afraid of them.  He thought they would a&ack his people. 

So the king sent for Balaam to come and help. The king thought Balaam had special 

power from the gods.  “I know that whatever you wish for comes true,” the king said in 

his message to Balaam.  “If you wish for something bad to happen to the Jews, it will 

happen.  Please come and help us stop the Jews, and I will pay you a lot of money. 

Balaam lived hundreds of miles away, but he agreed to come.  Along the way, the donkey 

he was riding suddenly stopped.  Balaam told it to keep going.  But the donkey would not 

move.  Balaam whipped it.  But the donkey stood s�ll. 

In a miracle, God let the donkey talk.  “Why are you hi.ng me?” the donkey asked.  

Suddenly, God let Balaam see why the donkey stopped.  An angel with a sword was 

blocking the road.  The angel warned Balaam not to say anything bad about the Jews.  

Instead, Balaam had to do just the opposite.  He had to wish the Jews success in their 

journey to Israel.  And Balaam did just that. 

 

(from: Who’s Who & Where’s Where in the Bible for kids – Stephen M. Miller) 



donkey 

Week 3 



Week 3 



 

 

 

For your info: The book of Judges is one of the most dispiriting in the Bible. God’s people kept turning away from him and 

even those whom God called to help them often did the same. In today’s world we are often told to go for what we want 

and never mind anybody else. This was Abimelech’s mindset, but God calls us to be the servant to others. In today’s story, 

Abimelech gets what he wants, but at a terrible cost, and in the end the people who placed him on top rebelled against 

him.  Today’s notes are based on Judges 9 

Baddies from the Bible  Week 4 

Abimelech - The cost of ambition 

 Application 

In the balloon game and/or musical chairs, to win, to be the top, it had to be at the expense of others.  Our 

dreams and ambitions are important to us, but so should be thinking about other people.  If what we want hurts 

others, perhaps it is not worth the cost.  But if it is our ambition to do what God wants us to do, it says in the 

Bible that we will be given the things that we need. “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you” (Matthew 6:33).  Think about others as well as yourself. 

 Worship  

Song: ‘We want to see Jesus lifted high’  (Doug Horley - Air Guitar CD) 

 

Verse from the Bible 

Don't do anything from selfish ambition or from a cheap desire to 
boast, but be humble toward one another,...  Philippians 2:3a  
 
Cut up the picture in resources, one set for each team. Place the 

pieces at the other end of the room.  The first person goes to 

collect one piece, then goes back and takes the second person 

with them to collect the next piece; they have to hold hands as 

they go to collect the pieces.  They then go back and the third 

person joins them, etc.  

 

Prayer:  Get the children to think of their ambitions from earlier.  

Then say this prayer.  Dear God, thank you that we can do 
amazing things with you.  Help us to think about others as we try 
to achieve our ambitions and dreams. Amen. 

 Exploring the story 

Introduction:  Ask some of the children 

to share what they put down as their 

ambitions and, if they want to, also the 

obstacles they think they may face. 

Story: ‘Abimelech’  - Judges 9 

 

Read the story from resources.           

(The children could act it out as it is quite 
a dramatic, and bloody, story.) 

 Activities 

Musical Chairs: Traditional game, removing one chair each round.  Alternatively, spread paper plates or A4 paper 

out around the room and have the children move around in a big circle inside the plates/paper. 

Balloon tag: Each player gets an inflated balloon tied to a piece of string about 60cm (2ft) long. Before starting 

they tie the string to their ankle and the other end to the balloon.  They then try to pop other player's balloons by 

only using their feet. When a player’s balloon is popped, they must sit to the side.  The last remaining balloon is 

the winner. 

My ambition: Ask the children to draw a dream cloud on the left of a piece of paper and then draw/write what 

their ambition in life would be. Then ask them to draw a wall in the middle and next to it write what obstacles they 

could see to them achieving the ambition. (Alternatively, give them each a copy of the resources sheet) 

Ambition Boggle: Give the children two minutes to write on a piece of paper how many words they can make 

from the letters A M B I T I O N. After the time is up, ask one child to read a word.  If any others have it, they 

must all cross it out.  Continue until all different words have been read.  Any word that no one else has scores a 

 point.  The winner is the child with most points. 



Week 4 

Abimelech 

Gideon was one of the leaders of the Israelites called Judges.  He led them to 
victory over their enemies even though they were really outnumbered.  He 
had many wives and many sons, including Abimelech. 

Now Abimelech was very ambitious and wanted to be the next Judge, no 
matter who else was in his way.  He went to the town of Shechem, where all 
his mother's relatives lived, and asked, “Which would you prefer? To have all 
seventy of Gideon's sons govern you or to have just one man? Remember 
that I am your own flesh and blood.”  They decided to follow Abimelech 
because he was their relative.  They gave him seventy pieces of silver from 
the temple of Baal and with this money he hired a bunch of bad men to join 
him. He went to his father's house and there they killed his seventy brothers, 
Gideon's sons. Abimelech would get what he wanted, to be the ruler, but 
what a way to do it!  

But Gideon's youngest son, Jotham, hid and was not killed. When Jotham 
heard that Abimelech was to be made the ruler, he stood on top of a hill and 
shouted out to them, “Listen to me, you men of Shechem, were you really 
honest and sincere when you made Abimelech king? Did you respect Gideon's 
memory and treat his family properly, as his actions deserved?  Remember 
that my father fought for you. He risked his life to save you from the 
Midianites.  But today you turned against my father's family. You killed his 
sons and made Abimelech king of Shechem.  Now then, if what you did today 
to Gideon and his family was sincere and honest, then be happy with 
Abimelech and let him be happy with you.  But if not, may fire blaze out from 
Abimelech and burn up the men of Shechem.”  Then because he was afraid 
of his brother Abimelech, Jotham ran away and went to live in a town far 
away. 

Abimelech ruled Israel for only three years.  Then the men who had made 
him their king rebelled against him.  They fought many battles and in one 
Abimelech came to attack a city tower; he went up to the door to set the 
tower on fire.  But a woman threw a millstone down on his head and 
fractured his skull.  Then he quickly told one of his men to kill him because 
he did not want it said that a woman killed him.  So the young man stabbed 
him with his sword and he died.   

And so it was that God paid Abimelech back for the crime that he committed 
against his father in killing his seventy brothers.  God also made the men of 
Shechem suffer for their wickedness, just as Jotham, Gideon's son, said they 
would when he cursed them. 



Week 4 
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Don't do anything  

from selfish ambition  

or from a cheap desire  

to boast 

but be humble  

toward one another,..  

 

Philippians 2 v 3a  

Week 4 



 

 

 

For your info: In the Lord’s Prayer, we ask God to forgive us as we forgive others.  We all do wrong things at times, even 

the best of us.  David was no exception, even though he was ‘a man after God’s own heart.’  Today we look at the 

consequences of our sin, but also God’s forgiveness.  Today’s notes are based on 2 Samuel  12:1-23 

Baddies from the Bible  Week 5 

David(!) - Everyone does wrong things sometimes 

 Application 

In the forgiveness activity earlier, was it easier to forgive if the person was sorry?  When we do things wrong, 

there will be consequences; even if we are sorry and know that we are forgiven, there will still be effects from our 

actions. It may be that a friend doesn’t trust us like they used to; it may be even prison for the person who stole 

the TV.  For David, it meant the death of his son and also, later, the breakup of his kingdom.  Whenever we do 

wrong things though, if we are sorry then God will forgive us and give us a fresh start. 

 Worship  

Song: ‘God’s love is big ’ (Vineyard UK - Great Big God CD) 
 

Verse from the Bible 

“I will forgive their sins and I will no longer remember their wrongs.” 
Jeremiah 31 v 34b 
 
Get into groups and give each a copy of the verse. They have to put 

actions to the verse. 

 

Prayer:  Ask the children if they remember what things David did 

wrong. Reassure them that we all do things that hurt God and 

others. Give each child a small piece of paper or a Post-It note. Ask 

them to think about some of the wrong things they see or hear in 

school, then to write on the paper one thing that they do or say or 

think that is wrong, for which they would like to be forgiven. (They 

could draw it rather than write it) Tell them to fold their paper over 

afterwards so that nobody else can see it, and to keep hold of it.  

Pray a prayer asking for God’s forgiveness, then get them to throw 

their paper in a bin. 

 Exploring the story 

Introduction:             

Play the ‘Forgiveness Scenarios’ 

activity in resources  

Story: ‘King David and prophet 

Nathan’s parable’  - 2 Samuel 

12:1-23 

Read the version in resources. 

 Activities 

Grab 3: Place hoops or tape squares onto the floor (1 per team) about three metres apart. Place beanbags or 

similar objects (NB only 2 per team) in the middle of the room.  Start off with a team in each corner; give each child 

a number and, when called, they compete against one another. The child has to run to collect a beanbag.  They try 

to get three beanbags into their own hoop either from the middle or by taking it from another team’s hoop. The first 

to get three in their hoop wins a point for their team.  Repeat until each child has had a chance to compete.  

Copy the action: All sit in a circle. One person does an action, e.g. clap hands; the next person does that action 

and adds one of their own.  They must remember all the actions and copy them without doing any wrong. 

Games where a mistake means that the person who made it has a penalty but has the chance to get back in.   

Head it, catch it: The children stand in a circle facing inwards. A leader stands in the centre holding a soft ball. 

They throw the ball to each child in turn, at the same time saying ‘head it’ or ‘catch it’. The child has to do the 

opposite, i.e. catch it if the leader says ‘head it’ and vice versa. If the child gets it wrong they stay in the game but 

have to go down on one knee, two mistakes is two knees, then one arm behind the back, etc. However if a child 

gets it right next time, they can stand back up again. 

Simon Says: If the leader says ‘Simon says’ before describing an action, they should do it. If they don’t say   

 ‘Simon says’, anyone who does the action is out, but for only one turn and then they can join in again. 



Week 5 

King David and prophet Nathan’s parable 

When David was anointed by Samuel to be King, God described David as ‘a man 

after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.’   But even though 

David loved God, he did do something that deeply upset God. 

David loved another man’s wife and had him killed in battle so that he could marry 

her.  She was then having David’s son. So God sent a prophet called Nathan to 

speak to David to help him understand that he had behaved badly. 

Nathan told David a story. There was a rich man and a poor man. The rich man 

had lots of sheep and cattle. The poor man only had one small lamb. The poor 

man loved his lamb; he took care of it, and he fed it by hand. It went everywhere 

with him; it was like his child. It drank from his cup. When he went to sleep, it 

would lie with him.   

One day a visitor came to the rich man’s house. The rich man thought to himself, I 

will give him some food. So he prepared a meal. He had lots of his own animals to 

choose from, but instead he took the lamb of the poor man, the only lamb the man 

had, and he served it for supper! 

When David heard this it made him really angry. He shouted, “What terrible man 

has done this? It’s not fair; it’s not right. He deserves to be severely punished. He 

should pay for the lamb four times over.” 

Nathan explained, “You are just like that man – your behaviour has been bad. God 

chose you to be king. God gave you so much and yet you behaved badly and were 

violent. This has made God sad.” 

David realised that what he had done was wrong, and he cried. He was sorry that 

he had disobeyed God’s rules. Nathan explained that God had forgiven David but 

that what David had done had made God sad. David felt really bad, but he knew 

God had forgiven him and he wanted to make a fresh start.   

There were consequences to David’s bad actions: the son his new wife was 

expecting died and later, when another son of David called Rehoboam was ruling 

Israel, the kingdom was split and the different tribes went to war against each 

other. 



Week 5 

Forgiveness scenarios 

Place two labels at opposite sides of the room, ‘forgive’ and ‘don’t forgive’.  For each scenario, 
the children have to decide whether they would forgive or not forgive and run to that label. 

At the end, ask if you think God will forgive anything, then say that in today’s story from the 
Bible, someone did something really bad.  I wonder if God forgave them? 

 A friend trips you up in the playground 

 Someone you dislike trips you up in the playground, but says sorry and helps you up 

 The person next to you copies your work and then claims it was their work 

 The person next to you copies your work and then claims it was their work, but then owns 
up 

 Someone breaks into your home and steals your TV 

 Someone breaks into your home and steals your TV, but they are caught and say sorry 

 



 



 

 

 

For your info: The world is full of voices, people all clamouring for our attention.  It can be hard today to make wise 

choices and our decisions will all have consequences. Rehoboam listened to those who told him what he wanted to hear, 

not what was best for the people, and, as a consequence, the Kingdom of Israel was divided.       

Today’s notes are based on 1Kings 12:1-20 

Baddies from the Bible  Week 6 

Rehoboam - Who do you listen to? 

 Application 

When we ask people their opinion, because we are not sure what to do, sometimes we might get two different 

options.  It is easier to choose the one that we wanted to do ourselves, although another way might be harder to 

do. We need to listen to those people who we can trust, who might have been through a similar situation 

themselves, and who will not just say what we want to hear but will give us wise advice. (Perhaps you could give 
an example from your life.) As Christians, we believe that we should listen to what God says, through the Bible, 

through praying and through people who have experience of God working in their lives. 

 Worship  

Song: ‘Great great brill brill’ (Doug Horley – Whoopah Wahey!) 
 

Verse from the Bible 

If you listen to me, you will know what is right, just, and fair. You 
will know what you should do.  Proverbs 2:9  
 
Get the children to say the verse several times, getting gradually 

quieter until it is barely audible. 

 

 

Prayer:  Ask each one to draw themselves in the middle of a 

piece of paper.  Then around the picture ask them to write things 

about their lives - family, friends, activities, hobbies, passions, 

dreams and ambitions - everything! As they are doing this, ask 

them to think whom they would listen to for good advice about 

the different things.  Finish by either praying a simple prayer 

about listening to the right people or getting some of the children 

to pray for the group and the things they have written. 

 Exploring the story 

Introduction:  Show the map of the 

tribes of Israel (see resources) Say that 

before hearing aids were invented, they 

used to use an ear trumpet.  Make one  

by rolling it into a cone. 

Story: ‘Rehoboam’  - 1Kings 12:1-20 

Read the story from resources.  Every 

time ‘listen’ is read, put the ear trumpet 

to your ear.  You could get the children to 
make a cone for themselves. 

 Activities 

Who will you listen to?: Blindfold a child, then get two children to give them directions through an obstacle 

course.  But one of them gives helpful advice and the other gives misleading advice.  NB Take care not to make 

hazards too hazardous. 

Follow A Leader: Get everyone to stand in a circle, facing inwards with their eyes closed. Walk all the way round 

the circle and tap one person on the shoulder. Get everyone to open their eyes. Explain that the person whose 

shoulder you have touched is the leader. They have to walk around the room and try to work out who the leader is, 

and then follow that person around the room. Let them walk around for a minute and then reveal who the leader 

was. Try it another couple of times. Try tapping everyone or no one to see what happens!  

Priorities: Get them into groups of 4/5.  Give each group the top nine cards from resources (Lots of children, etc).  

Ask them to sort them into what is most important for them. (To avoid arguments, you could give each child the 

chance to re-order two of the cards only.)  Then once they have decided, give them the last three (Trust God, etc.) 

and ask them where these three should be added into their priorities. Ask them to be honest, not just giving the 

answer they think is expected of them! 

Chinese Whispers: Sit the children in a circle (or two if a large group). Sit in the circle and send one message 

clockwise. Send a different message anticlockwise.  When both messages reach someone on the other side, ask 

‘’’’them which message they were able to understand. 



Week 6 

Rehoboam 

Solomon, David’s son, was famous for his wisdom, but as he grew older he started 

to worship other gods.  When he died, his son Rehoboam became king. 

The people of the northern tribes all went to Rehoboam and said to him, “Your 

father Solomon treated us harshly and placed heavy burdens on us. If you make 

these burdens lighter and make life easier for us, we will be your loyal subjects.” 

“Come back in three days and I will give you my answer,” he replied. They 

listened to him and then left. 

King Rehoboam consulted the older men who had served as his father Solomon's 

advisers. “What answer do you advise me to give these people?” he asked. 

They replied, “If you want to serve this people well, agree to their request, and 

they will always serve you loyally.” 

But he didn’t listen to the advice of the older men and went instead to the young 

men who had grown up with him and who were now his advisers. “What do you 

advise me to do?” he asked. “What shall I say to the people who are asking me to 

make their burdens lighter?” 

They replied, “This is what you should tell them: ‘My father placed heavy burdens 

on you; I will make them even heavier. He beat you with whips; I'll flog you with 

scorpions!’ That will show them who’s in charge!” The king listened to them and 

agreed. 

Three days later all the people returned to King Rehoboam. The king ignored the 

advice of the older men and spoke harshly to the people and threatened them, as 

the younger men had advised.  

When the people saw that the king would not listen to them, they shouted, 

“Down with David and his family! What have they ever done for us? People of 

Israel, let's go home! Let Rehoboam look out for himself!” 

So the northern tribes of Israel rebelled. They made a man called Jeroboam their 

king, leaving Rehoboam as king only of the people who lived in the territory of 

Judah.  (Look at map) 

When the people of Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned from Egypt, they 

invited him to a meeting of the people and made him king of Israel. Only the tribe 

of Judah remained loyal to David's descendants. 

The kingdom of Israel was split because Rehoboam did not listen. 

(Tear the map in two to show what happened to the kingdom of Israel) 



Week 6 



Week 6 



Activities:  

Have you got it?: Place different objects around the room (e.g. book, pencil, picture, dice). Place a chair or table 

in the middle of the room. Divide children into equal sized teams.  They take it in turns to be the runner. The leader 

calls out an item that the runners must find and return to the table as quickly as possible. The first person to do this 

will win a point for their team.  

Walk the vine: Walk the vine. Lay a piece of rope or string along the floor and get the children to carefully walk 

along it. If they step off they must go to the end of the line and start again!  Then get them to do the same but 

with a leader holding their hand. Don’t give up! 

It’s All Mine!: All sit in a circle.  Give each child a wrapped sweet and then pass round a pot with a lid.  Play some 

music as the pot is passed round the circle.  When the music stops, the child has to put their sweet in the pot.  The 

last child can then choose whether they want to keep all the sweets for themselves or to share them.  NB Have 
some extra sweets ready in case the last child does keep them all. 

 Exploring the story:     

Introduction   

Have 2 sheets of A3 paper and label one ‘material things’, 

i.e. things we would like to have/desire, and the other 

‘things we need’. Children look at the picture examples of 

essential/luxury items they would like and draw/write their 

own desires on the ‘material things’ sheet. On the other, 

‘things we need’, sheet write down their own ideas of what 

things they think are essential to have.  

Questions to ask:  

Why do people like to have the expensive holiday, latest 

phone, designer clothes label? etc… 

Do we really need these things?  

Is it wrong to want these things? (No wrong or right answer)  

Discussion: 

Some people work hard and save their money to have these 
things.  

Some people inherit a house with land attached.  

Story: Naboth’s vineyard  

1Kings 21 Read story from the Bible or use the play script 

in resources.  

 Worship: 

Memory verse:    “Watch out and guard 
yourselves from every kind of greed;”         
Luke 12:15a 

Cut up the grapes picture in resources and 

make a jigsaw. The first team that puts the 

pieces together wins. 

 

Song  Never Give Up     
  (Hillsong Kids - Jesus is my Superhero CD) 

 

Reflection & Prayer :   

Have some grapes to pass around to eat to say 

sorry for things we have done and forgive 

others for their wrong doing to us.  

Or use the grape leaves in resources to write 

prayers on. 

Application:  King Ahab was described in the Bible as the worst king than any other that had come before 

him and he lived up to that! He was weak, selfish and very influenced by his evil wife Jezebel. For most of the 22 

years he was king, he disobeyed God. Yet despite that God didn't give up on Ahab.  

 What do you feel like if you know you have done something wrong? 

 Sometime we feel we are bad and do wrong things but God will never give up on us.  

 For your info: In Luke 12 Jesus tells a story of a man who stores up his wealth for himself, but that doesn't make him 

closer to God. We all like to have new things, but being greedy and keeping certain things just for yourself can be seen as 

being quite selfish. Storing up wealth doesn't give you an automatic ticket into heaven.        

Today’s notes are based on 1Kings 21 

Baddies from the Bible  Week 7 

Ahab & Jezebel - Greed and repentance 



Narrator 1: Near King Ahab’s palace in Jezreel, there was a vineyard 
owned by a man named Naboth. 

Ahab: Let me have your vineyard as it so close to my palace, and I want to use 
the land for a vegetable garden. I will give a better vineyard for it or if you 
prefer, I will pay you fairly. 

Naboth: No King Ahab, I inherited this vineyard from my father’s ancestors. The 
Lord forbid that I should let you have it!    

Narrator 2: Ahab went home, down in the dumps, sad and angry over what 
Naboth had said to him. He lay down on his bed facing the wall and wouldn't 
eat. His wife Jezebel went to him.  

Jezebel: Why are you so depressed? Why won’t you eat? 

Ahab: Because of what Naboth said to me. I offered to buy his vineyard but he 
told me that I couldn’t have it! (sulks) 

Jezebel: Well, are you the king or aren’t you? Get out of bed, cheer up, and 
eat. I will get you Naboth’s vineyard! 

Narrator 3: Jezebel wrote some letters, signed Ahab’s name to them, sealed 
them with his seal, and sent them to the officials and leading citizens of Jezreel. 
The letters said: 

Jezebel: Proclaim a day of fasting, call the people together, and give Naboth 
the place of honour. Get a couple of scoundrels to accuse him to his face of 
cursing God and the king. Then take him out of the city and stone him to death. 
(Act out)  

Narrator 1: Jezebel received a message that the job was done.  But God said, 

God: Elijah, go to King Ahab of Samaria. You will find him in Naboth’s vineyard, 
about to take possession of it. Tell him that I, the LORD, ask him, ‘After 
murdering the man, are you taking over his property as well?’ Tell him that this 
is what I say: ‘In the very place that dogs licked up Naboth’s blood they will lick 
up your blood!’ 

Narrator 2: Elijah went to find Ahab. (Elijah goes to Ahab) 

Ahab: Have you caught up with me, my enemy? 

Elijah: Yes I have. You have devoted yourself completely to doing what is 
wrong in the LORD’s sight. So the LORD says to you, ‘I will bring disaster on you 
and Jezebel because you have stirred up my anger by leading Israel into sin.’ 

Narrator 3: When Elijah finished speaking, Ahab put on sackcloth. He refused 
food, slept in the sackcloth and went gloomy and depressed. The LORD said to 
the prophet Elijah, 

God: Have you noticed how Ahab has humbled himself before me? Since he has 
done this, I will not bring disaster on him during his lifetime; it will be during his 
son’s lifetime that I will bring disaster on Ahab’s family. 

Week 7 



Week 7 



“Watch out 

and guard 

yourselves 

from every 

kind of greed; 

” 

Luke 12:15a 

Week 7 



 

 

 

House with lots of land 

Camping holiday 

Child riding a bike 

Latest game controller 

House with a vineyard 

Expensive 

jewelled 

bracelets 

iPhone, 

Mac Book 

Laptop 

Exo"c holiday in 

the Maldives 

Bread 

Money 

Water  

Terrace houses 

with small gardens 

Books 

Week 7 



 



 Activities 

‘Acting Up’ game:  See resource sheet for the instructions and list of actions to do to the adverbs. Angrily, 

Happily, Sadly etc… 

Number clumps:  Everyone spreads out and the adult shouts out a number.  Everyone has to get into a group of 

that number as quickly as possible. Anyone not in a ‘clump’ is out. Repeat until there are only two people left. 

Craft:  Have a large sheet of paper get children to draw pictures and words from the memory verse about being 

wise.  

1-50:  Give each child a sheet of paper.  The first child has a pen and rolls a dice.  If they roll a 1 or 6, they start 

writing numbers 1 - 50. The next person to roll 1 or 6 takes the pen and starts writing 1 - 50.  If a child rolls 1 or 6 

for a second time, they continue writing numbers from where they left off.  The winner is the first to write all the 

numbers from 1 to 50. 

 Exploring the story:    

Introduction   

Create a large hangman grid of the title of today’s theme. 

(Anger often hurts yourself).  

Once the title has been revealed, read the story. 

Story: Haman’s plot to kill the Jews   

Find the story in resources or read straight from the 

Bible - Esther 9v20-32  

 

 

  

Worship:  

Memory verse:  Wisdom can make your life 
pleasant and lead you safely through it. 
Proverbs 3 v17 (GNB) 

See code breaker sheet in resources 

Song  Every move I make– Doug Horley 

Reflection & Prayer :   

Have some different pieces of scrap paper to 

write words of encouragement of how to be a 

good loyal friend.  

Peg them on a washing line as prayers. 

 

 

Application:  

Haman hated the Jews and he took the opportunity to wipe them out. This backfired on him and got himself 

hanged.  Queen Esther spoke to her husband the King, she was able to quickly sort the situation with the help of her 

cousin Mordecai and the Jews were saved from being killed!  

How do you feel if other people have decided about something that you don’t agree with?  

You may be in a bad place where you don’t want to be. What do you do about it? 

What do you need to do to show that you are a good loyal friend to someone? 

The choices you make determine a lot of your future.  

Ask God to help you make the right choices as He knows what the future holds.  

 For your info: Haman was so consumed with self-pride, anger and wanting to kill the Jews that he overlooked the fact 
that Queen Esther was also a Jew and loyal to her cousin Mordecai. This led to Haman’s downfall with the nasty 
consequence of him being hanged.  Good friends who are loyal, usually means that they will be committed to each other 
and stick by each other even when things are tough.  Today’s notes are based on Esther Chs 3-7 

Baddies from the Bible  Week 8 

Haman - Anger often hurts yourself 



The Book of Esther  
 
Haman was the King of Persia’s right-hand man. When the King got rid of his 
wife in favour of a new one, Esther, Haman expected her cousin Mordecai, who 
was a Jew, to bow down to him. However, he refused to do this, so Haman took 
the rather over-the-top action of plotting to kill all the Jews. He wanted to hang 
them all! He created the gallows to be fit for purpose! 
 
Unfortunately for Haman he didn’t realise that the King’s beloved wife,  
Esther, was also Jewish (she was Mordecai’s cousin and adopted daughter) and 
she put a stop to it with the help of the King. She did not want to see her 
people suffer. 
 
She asked the King for help and he told Mordecai to write a letter to all the 
Jews, and copies were sent to all 127 provinces of the Persian Empire. It wished 
the Jews peace and security and directed them to defend themselves against 
those who were going to kill them.  
 
The Jews were saved and theys were told to celebrate this every year with a 
feast called Purim. Esther's command, confirming the rules for Purim, was 
written down on a scroll and is still celebrated by Jews to this very day! 
 
Things didn’t end well for Haman – he was hanged on the very same gallows 
that he’d designed himself! 
 
Mordecai sent letters to all the Jews, near and far, throughout the Persian 
Empire, telling them to observe the 14th and 15th days of Adar as holidays 
every year. These were the days on which the Jews had rid themselves of their 
enemies; this was a month that had been turned from a month of grief and 
despair to joy and happiness. 

Week 8 

Suggested actions for ‘Acting Up’ game. 

1. Pick up a book. 

2. Shake hands with two other people. 

3. Get up and walk around the room backwards. 

4. Clap your hands five times. 

5. Take off your shoes and put them on again. 

6. Do star jumps. 

Split into teams.  

One person from each team to do an action in front of their team, so the team can guess what 
the action is and what adverb they are using.  

Have these actions and adverbs on a piece of paper to show a volunteer what they need to do. 

Suggested adverbs 

Angrily   Happily  Sadly   Fearfully 

Tearfully  Carefully  Joyfully 

 

 

 



Week 8 



 



 Activities: 

Duck, Duck, Goose:  

Children to sit in a circle; one person goes around the outside of the circle and touches the each of  children's 

heads while going around and says ‘duck ,duck… goose.  When they say ‘goose’ that child gets up and runs 

around to get back to their place as quickly as they can before being caught or the other person gets into their 

place before them.  

Paper chain people: See resources for instructions  

Wink, wink, murder: Everyone sits in a circle. Choose a detective to find the murderer. The detective looks 

away when the FT person chooses the murderer. The detective comes back, and the murderer starts to wink at 

a child in the circle who dramatically die and fall. The murderer keeps winking at different children without the 

detective seeing him do it.  The detective has three chances to guess who the murderer is.  

The sun shines on...:  Everyone sits on a chair, if available, in a circle.  The person in the middle calls out, 

“The sun shines on...” and then says a description, e.g. all those wearing glasses.  Everyone who matches the 

description then has to move to a different part of the circle before the person in the middle can grab a place.  

Can also be played with a parachute where every one who matches the description has to go under and out. 

 Exploring the story:     

    
Introduction -  Play rock, paper, scissors until 
there is one winner. 
Ask the winner how they feel? Why? 
Ask the losers how do they feel? Why? 
 
Story: Read Matthew 2 1-18 (GNB) 

Use the background knowledge to tell the 
children that Herod was appointed by the 
Romans to be King and not appointed by God.  

Questions to ask: 

 What do you think would have happened 
if Herod had followed the Magi to worship 
Jesus? Why? 

 What do you think Herod could have 
done to be a better King? Why? 

 Why was Herod so afraid of Jesus being 
born? Why? 

Worship: 
Memory verse:   

’There is no fear in love; perfect love drives out 
all fear’. 1 John 4V18 

Learn the memory verse in teams with actions.  

The most expressive team wins the points. 

Song:   

I’m gonna jump up and down (Be happy!)  - 
Track 5 ‘Lovely Jubbly’ – Doug Horley  

 

Reflection & Prayer :   

Dear God, 
Help me to be more like Jesus 
and to love others. Amen 
 

Application:  

Even though Herod led a bad life full of fears that no one liked him, God loved him, as he does everyone, even 
those who are against Him.  Like a loving parent, God loves us no matter what we do.  We can respond to this by 
allowing God to help us be the best person that we can be.  

To discuss: 

 If you upset or say something unkind to someone, what could you do to put it right? 

 What happens when someone is unkind to you?  How do you feel? 

 Have you ever been jealous of someone? How does it make you feel? 
 

Even when bad things are happening, God is in there, watching over us. 

Today’s notes are based on Matthew 2.   
Please read background knowledge in resources as it is relevant to today’s teaching. 

Baddies from the Bible  Week 9 

Herod the Great - Does God love everyone? 



To make your own paper chain of people you will need a strip of A3 paper. 
 

 

  

Fold it into quarters accordion (pleated) style.  
 

 
 

Draw a person on the top layer. Make sure that the arms extend 
beyond the edge of the folded sheet. ... 
 
 

 
 

Cut the figure out and unfold. You will get a chain of people holding hands. Draw in faces 
and colour in. 
 

Week 9 

Background knowledge: Herod was appointed as the King by the Romans in 37BC to govern 
Palestine and surrounding area. He successfully constructed fortresses, aqueducts and 
amphitheatres which gave him the title ‘Herod the Great’.  He famously built a Roman port and 
base at Caesarea and a temple to Augustus at Samaria. 
The Romans also gave him the title of ‘King of the Jews’ because of the Jewish people he ruled 
over. 
 
Herod was a very paranoid, jealous person and had his wife and three of his sons killed 
because he 
 
At the time of Jesus’ birth when the Magi came, Herod was consumed with hatred and anger 
that they were looking for a new ‘King of the Jews.’ The Magi never returned to tell Herod 
exactly where they found Jesus, so he ordered all babies in Bethlehem under the age of two to 
be killed. 



Activities: 
 
Hit the target: Set up three different target games around the room and divide the children into three teams 
eg bean bags in a hoop, ping pong balls in a jar and tennis balls in a bucket. Each team visits each activity for 
two minutes, trying to score as many points as possible. 

Batter the Platter – Put the children into pairs and give them each a rolled up newspaper ‘bat’ and a silver foil 
‘platter’. They have to place the platter on the palm of one hand and protect it with the rolled up newspaper ‘bat’ 
in the other. The first child to knock the platter off the other’s palm wins the game. 

Acting up One volunteer leaves the room while the rest of the group choose an adverb that can be acted out 
(e.g. angrily, fearfully, happily, carefully).  The volunteer returns and has to guess what is being acted by 
choosing an individual and choosing one of the actions to perform that is on the list (see resources section). The 
chosen person must perform the action in the manner of the adverb the group decided on earlier.  The volunteer 
can choose up to three children to perform actions while they try to guess the adverb.  

 

 Exploring the story:     

   Introduction: (check any allergies first) 

Have a bowl of jelly babies in the middle of a 

circle. Roll a dice, when you get a six a child 

can take a jelly baby and bite the head off. 

When you have no jelly babies left in the bowl, 

count up how many each child has. The child 

that has the most wins.  Now eat the rest of the 

jelly babies. 

Story: Read Matthew 14 1-12/Mark 6:14 

(GNB)  See story in resources. 

Memory verse:    

People who are proud will soon be disgraced. It 
is wiser to be modest. Proverbs 11 v2  

Take it in turns to repeat the verse in different 

voices. 

 Worship: 

T.S.P. Teaspoon prayers  

Print off enough of the book marks for each child 
to colour in.  

Children to think about an example for one or all of 
the following.  

 Thank you 

 Sorry 

 Please 
Song:  Jump and down– Fandabidozzie 

Reflection & Prayer :   

Use the T.S.P.  Prayers as part of prayer time. 

Dear God,  
Help us to think before we act or say anything to 
hurt others. Amen 
 

Application: Every action has a consequence  

Herod was thoughtless, rash and showing off to his guests when declaring to give his wife’s daughter the 
opportunity of having anything she wanted.  Herod realised that his rash action had a consequence of John the 
Baptist being beheaded.   
 
Discussion  

 How could Herod have saved John the Baptist from being beheaded? 

 When someone tells us to do something, that you feel isn't quite right, should you do it or not?  

 What consequence happens if we show off to others or do something to hurt someone? 
 
We need to ask God to give us wisdom, in every situation, and help us not to be too full of pride, like Herod Antipas! 

 Herod Antipas made the fatal mistake of telling Herodias’s daughter that she could have whatever she wanted when she 
danced for guests at his birthday party. John the Baptist was beheaded at her request and his head was presented on a 
dish. Herod realised his error and it made him sad because of the promise he made in front of his guests to Herodias’s 
daughter.  If Herod hadn't been so rash and full of pride, John the Baptist wouldn't have been beheaded. 

Baddies from the Bible  Week 10 

Herod Antipas - Being proud can hurt others 



Teaspoon prayer book marks 

 Thank you 

 Sorry 

 Please 

Week 10 



Herod Antipas orders the death of John the Baptist 

 

John the Baptist was Jesus’ cousin and a great man of God. He wasn’t 
afraid to tell others when they were doing wrong things, in God’s eyes. 
He’d been arrested by King Herod after telling Herod that he should 
not have married his brother’s wife. Herod was a very proud man and 
didn’t like other people telling him what he should or should not be 
doing. He wanted to kill John the Baptist but was afraid of the Jewish 
people, who said that John was a prophet (messenger of God). 

On Herod’s Birthday, the daughter of Herod’s wife danced at his party. 
Herod was so pleased with her dancing, he promised her anything she 
asked for. 

Her mother didn’t like John the Baptist, so she told her daughter to ask 
for his head on a dish! 

The King was sad, but he’d promised her anything and was too proud 
to back down, so he ordered John the Baptist to be beheaded in 
prison. John’s head was brought in on a dish and given to the girl, who 
took it to her mother.  

John the Baptist’s disciples were very sad. They carried away his body 
and buried it, then went to tell Jesus what had happened to his cousin. 

Week 10 



 



 Activities: 

Come with me: Have the children spread out around the room sitting on the floor. Two children are leaders who tap a 

child on the shoulder and say, ‘Come with me’. That child starts to follow the leader. The leader taps another child and 

so on until you have two lines of children following their leaders. When all the children are following someone the 

leaders can then tap and speak to children in the other line and see if they will follow them instead or stay loyal to their 

leader. 

Toilet roll challenge: Get the group into teams and give each one a toilet roll.  Undo the end of the roll and tape it to 

the floor with masking tape.  Mark a finish line with masking tape at the other end of the room.  In their teams, 

individuals take turns to unroll three sheets worth of toilet roll as they progress across the room.  If they tear the paper 

at all, they must start again at the beginning. 

It’s impossible!: Put some wrapped sweets in a lunch bag and tie it up with some string. Ask for a volunteer to undo 

the string and claim the sweets BUT give them a pair of oven gloves to wear first.  If they fail or give up, ask for more 

volunteers to try.  

Partner Dodgeball: Play like normal, running from one end of the room to the other, but they have to hold hands with 

a partner. 

Exploring the Story: 

Introduction: A test of loyalty! 

Have five volunteers stand in the middle of the hall/

room.  The children choose one volunteer to be 

with. Each one takes turns to say a statement; after 

each one the children decide whether to choose that 

person to be with or stay loyal to their original 

choice.  (see resources for ideas) 

Story: Read from the Good News version Matthew 

26:14-16 & 47-50 and 27:3-10.  You may have to 

explain the scene between each section to help with 

the sense of the story. 

 

 

 

 Worship:  

   Learn a verse from the Bible:  

“Your love and loyalty will always keep me safe.”  
Psalm 40 v 11b (Good News) 

Stand in a circle and show a copy of the verse. Ask each child 

to say one word from the verse before the next child says the 

subsequent word.  Keep going and hopefully get faster and 

faster as you learn the verse.  

Song:  Wide and Long   (Colin Pye 2004 Thankyou Music)  

 

Prayer:  Think about people you need to show respect and 

loyalty to.  Take turns to roll a dice and pray for the people/

places for each corresponding number. 1. friends, 2. family, 

3. teachers, 4. grandparents, 5. homes, 6. everyone you love 

Finish by saying ‘Amen‘ together.  

For your info: ‘The scripture had to come true in which the Holy Spirit, speaking through David, made a prediction about Judas, who was 
the guide for those who arrested Jesus.’  (Acts 1 v 16)  Judas had got himself trapped. He had been paid to guide the soldiers who 
arrested Jesus. He saw Jesus dragged off to prison and then crucified. Then Judas realised what a dreadful thing he had done, but it was 
too late. Judas killed himself; he forgot that even after sinking so low he was not beyond God’s love and forgiveness. Today’s notes are 
based on Matthew  26 & 27. 

Baddies from the Bible  Week 11 

Judas - Loyalty 

Application:  Refer to the test of loyalty in the introduction.  How many people stayed loyal to their original choice 

and were not swayed by the offer of something better?  It’s also hard to stay loyal to someone who is going through 

a tough time if it means you have to go through it with them.  They’re not always the most fun to be with.  Judas 

didn’t stay loyal to Jesus but he thought he had a good reason for his betrayal.  Judas believed Jesus had come to 

rescue his people from the Romans and fight to free them.  He thought he could force Jesus to fight by putting him in 

a bad situation.  It wasn’t until later that he realised his mistake.   Just like Judas, we might fail to be loyal to a friend 

and feel bad when we realise what we’ve done later.  But we can take comfort in knowing that God will always be 

loyal to us and never leave us especially when we are going through tough times.  Read ‘Footprints in the Sand’ 

poem. (see resources) 



Test of Loyalty ideas: 

A volunteer says one statement and waits to see who is going to remain loyal to them. 

1. My dad’s just opened a sweet shop and said my friends can help themselves on Monday  
after school. 

2. I’ve just won an X-Box One and fifty free games and my mum said my friends can come 
and play on Monday after school. 

3. I’m having a pool party with a huge inflatable obstacle course for my birthday and my mum 
said I can invite 20 friends on Monday after school. 

4. A new boy in the class is picking on me and he’s got most of the class to pick on me too.  
He said he’ll pick on anyone who is my friend.  

5. I’ve broken my leg so I can’t go and play for six weeks; it really hurts and I moan about it a 
lot. 

———————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 

 

One night I dreamed a dream. 

As I was walking along the beach with my Lord. 

Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life. 

For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand, 

One belonging to me and one to my Lord. 

After the last scene of my life flashed before me, 

I looked back at the footprints in the sand. 

I noticed that at many times along the path of my life, 

especially at the very lowest and saddest times, 

there was only one set of footprints. 

This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it. 

"Lord, you said once I decided to follow you, 

You'd walk with me all the way. 

But I noticed that during the saddest and most troublesome times of my life, 

there was only one set of footprints. 

I don't understand why, when I needed You the most, You would leave me." 

He whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will never leave you 

Never, ever, during your trials and testings. 

When you saw only one set of footprints, 

It was then that I carried you." 

Application resource 

Week 11 



Activities: 

Liar:  Have the group standing in a circle. Nominate one person to start the sequence. This person thinks of an activity 

they can mime that can be easily guessed by the others (e.g. kicking a ball). The person to their right asks them, ’What 

are you doing?’  The first person must lie and say they are doing something completely different (e.g. picking their 

nose).  The second person must then mime the said activity until the person to their right asks, ‘What are you doing?’ 

And so the sequence continues round the circle. 

Ring on a string:  A volunteer stands in the middle of the circle and tries to guess where the ring is. The other players 

stand in a circle with a large loop of string around them all and held behind their backs. The ring is passed along the 

string behind the backs of the other players with lots of ‘fake’ movements to bluff the volunteer.  When the volunteer 

thinks they know where the ring is they shout, ‘STOP’ and make their guess. 

My best friend is...: The leader pretends to secretly choose a best friend, then asks, ‘Who is my best friend?’  The 

group tries to guess who the best friend is.  The secret to the game is that the ‘best friend’ is whoever spoke first after 

the question is asked. 

  

Exploring the Story: 

Introduction: Ask the children about a time 

when they told a lie. Did you get caught out? Did 

it go badly for you? How did you feel afterwards? 

Share a time when you told a lie and what 

happened. 

Story: Read from any version Acts 5 v 1-11.  You 

may want to read Acts 4 v 32-37 to set the scene 

first and highlight how opposing Ananias & 

Sapphira’s attitude was to the community spirit of 

the believers. 

 

 

 

 Worship:  

  Learn a verse from the Bible:  

“It is better to be poor but honest than to be a lying fool. 
Psalm 19 v 1 (Good News) 

Use the notes in resources to help the children try to piece 

together the correct words for todays verse.  

Song:  ‘God is watching’ (Great Big God Boxset, 2016 Vineyard Records)  

The lyrics are on the YouTube video      

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iES2MozWnhs. 

Try making up your own actions to the chorus and clapping along 

to the verses. 

Prayer:  Think about a situation you find difficult to be honest in 

(e.g. when mum asks if you’ve done your homework). Write a 

promise prayer to God.  ‘Dear God, help me to be honest and true 

when………….’ 

 Hold your promise prayers while a leader says a blanket prayer  

 over them and then all finish by saying ‘Amen’ together.  

For your info: ‘The group of believers was one in mind and heart. None of them said that any of their belongings was their own, but 
they all shared with one another everything they had.’  (Acts 4 v 32) The early Christians were really like this. They cared about each 

other. It was unthinkable that anyone could be hungry while another member of the group had great riches, so they shared all that they 

had. This community spirit was shaken by Ananias & Sapphira’s attitude and deceit, and Peter recognised this was the work of Satan 

trying to undermine what they had accomplished.  Today’s notes are based on Acts  4 & 5.  

Baddies from the Bible  Week 12 

Ananias & Sapphira - Lying 

Application: Imagine you are in a class who are asked to donate money to a worthy cause or charity.  One of your 

friends says they get £1 pocket money every week and they are giving it all to the charity. You know your friend gets 

£5 pocket money and they are lying.  Why do you think they didn’t tell the truth? Maybe they wanted some of the 

money for themselves.  Maybe they wanted others in the class to think they were being really generous.  Will you tell 

others this person was lying? What do you think their friends will think of them now? It was like this for Ananias & 

Sapphira. They wanted everyone to think they were sharing all they had but they were really keeping something back 

for themselves. Peter guessed they weren’t telling the truth, and more importantly, God knew they weren’t. It doesn’t 

matter how we try to fool others, we can’t fool God or hide the truth from him. Think about the things you do each 

day and ask yourself, ‘What does God think about that?’ 



 

“It is better to be 1.         but 2.         than 
to be a 3.                     . Psalm 19 v 1  

 

1. dirty    stupid    smelly   poor                 

 

2. clever    rich    beautiful     handsome 

     honest 

 

3. car salesman     teacher      priest 

      lying fool 
 

Give the children the verse with the underlined words missing. Give them the 
words and the other options listed and see if they can work out the correct word to 
insert and complete the verse.  

Memory Verse resource 
Week 12 



 

 

 

For your info: Some people just don’t seem to get on with anybody.  Whatever you say to them, their response is negative 

or aggressive.  But God can change even them.  Let’s face it, he changed you and me! As Jesus said, “What is impossible 

with man is possible with God (Luke 18:27. So let’s encourage the children today to believe that God can change people 

and situations that seem impossible to us.  Today’s notes are based on Acts 7, 8 & 9 

Baddies from the Bible  Week 13 

Saul - Even the worst people can change 

 Application 

Ask the children if they can recall what the ‘bad news’ things were in the story (Stephen’s death; Christians being 

thrown in jail by Saul). Refer back to the memory verse.  We had to look at it in a different way to make sense of 

it. Ask them if there was any ‘good news’ in the story. Highlight that Saul had been changed by God and was now 

telling people about how God loved them. Maybe we know people who we don’t think can change how they are, 

but Christians believe that God can change anyone, even the worst people, because he loves them.  God can work 

in the most hopeless situations, bringing about good things from bad. 

 Worship  

Song: ‘God can do anything’  - (Doug Horley  - Chuffed CD) 
 

Verse from the Bible 

We know that everything works together for good for those who love 
God.   Romans 8 v 28  

Show the sheet from resources with the words reversed. Give each 

child a piece of paper and pen (can use the blank one in Resources) 

and ask them to write the words backwards to find the verse. 

Prayer:  There is a prayer activity in resources.  You will need a 

pebble and a piece of playdough for each child. 

 Exploring the story 

Introduction:   

Play ‘Good News/Bad News’.       

Label one side of the room ‘Good 

News’ and the other ‘Bad News’. 

Children have to decide whether 

different scenarios (see resources) 

are Good News or Bad News and run 

to the appropriate side. 

Discuss why they made their 

choices. Say that today we are going 

to look at something in the Bible that 

at first looked like bad news, but was 

it bad news in the end? 

 

Story: ‘Saul’s conversion’  - Acts 9 

Read the Powerplay in resources. 

The children should make the 

appropriate action when a cue word 

is mentioned. 

 Activities 

Name Game: Stand or sit in a circle. Throw a ball from one to another.  When someone catches it, they have to 

quickly say their own name and another name beginning with the same letter.  They then throw it to someone else 

to have a go. 

Cat and Mouse: They find a space and sit on the floor. One child is chosen as the ‘cat’ and another the ‘mouse’. 

The cat chases the mouse around the room. At any time the mouse can sit in front of another player. That player 

then becomes the cat and the one who was the cat becomes the mouse. If the cat catches the mouse before he sits 

down, a new cat and mouse are chosen.  

Change: Cut out the pictures in resources, one set per team.  Place them mixed up at one end of the room.  They 

have to run one at a time and pick up one picture.  When all the pictures are collected, they have to arrange them 

in change order. 



Week 13 

Saul’s Conversion 

Saul was an angry man who did not like Christians at all. He yelled and screamed at 
them. He beat them and sometimes even killed them. One Christian called Stephen was 
stoned to death while he looked on with approval.  Saul was definitely not a man anyone 
would want to try to befriend. 

Saul was travelling to the city of Damascus. He wanted the leaders of the city to give 
him permission to hurt more Christians. Suddenly … 

...from out of heaven, came the brightest light Saul had ever seen. The light 
surrounded him.  He tried to cover his eyes to shield from the light, but it was so 
bright that it still hurt his eyes. He fell down on the ground trying to get away from it. 

Then he heard a voice. It was unlike any voice he had ever heard, saying, "SAUL! SAUL! 
Why do you want to persecute me?" 

Saul, not recognizing the voice, said, "Who are you?" The answer came back, "I am 
Jesus."  In a weak voice he said, "Lord, what should I do?" 

Jesus replied, "Go into the city, and someone will meet you and tell you what to do." 

When Saul was able to get up off the ground, he uncovered his eyes, but he couldn't 
see anything. His friends had to hold his hands and lead him into the city of Damascus. 
The light was so bright it had blinded his eyes. For three whole days he couldn't see 
anything at all. 

The Christians were becoming fearful because they had heard that Saul was on his 
way. They knew he was a cruel man who didn't like them.  

There was a Christian man named Ananias who loved the Lord very much. God spoke 
to him in a vision, telling him to go down the street to find Saul. Now, Ananias had heard 
all the stories about Saul and he wasn't very fond of this plan. Ananias spoke to the 
Lord: "What if he hurts me? What if he even wants to KILL me? Are you sure about this, 
Lord?" 

The Lord spoke to Ananias again, reassuring him that everything would be fine. Ananias 
found the house where Saul was staying . While he was there, he prayed for Saul’s 
eyes and the blindness left him. The Lord healed him so he could see again. 

Saul stayed in Damascus with the Christians. He became good friends with them and 
learned from them. He changed his name to Paul. It wasn't long before Paul became a 
preacher teaching people about Jesus. Everyone was amazed! They couldn't believe that 
this was the same person who had hated them so much and wanted to kill them. 

 

Christians: Say ‘Hallelujah’ and put arms up Light: Shield eyes  

Saul: Pull your best angry face    Paul: Thumbs up 

Lord: Point up        Eyes: Point to your eyes 



Week 13 

Good News / Bad News 

 

1 A local shop has donated free chocolate to the school 

2 The chocolate has all gone to the staff room 

3 There are no lessons this Friday 

4 The lessons will now be on Saturday 

5 It is going to rain tomorrow 

6 Everton (or local team of your choice) have won the cup 

7 You have been accused of telling people about Jesus 

8 Saul is going from town to town treating the Christians badly 

Prayer Activity 

Give each child a piece of playdough and a small pebble. Ask them to hold the 

playdough in one hand and squash it. Now ask them to try the same with the 

stone. Highlight that the playdough is easily changed, but the pebble has not 

changed at all. 

Ask the children to think of all the situations where they would like to see 

changes happen. Encourage them to think about situations in the world where 

there may be problems or struggles.  

Ask the children to initially hold the pebble when thinking about these 
situations. After a while, they should then change from holding the pebble to 
squeezing the play dough. Then finish with a prayer: 

 
“Dear God, many of the things we have thought about are as hard and difficult 
as these pebbles. We can’t change them alone. But you changed things that 
seemed impossible. For you, changing the impossible is as easy as it is for us 
to squash our pieces of playdough. So please change the situations that we 
have thought about. Amen.”  
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