
Kingsquad Notes – Term 2 2014 – Gifts 

Dear Kingsquad leaders, 

Over the next two terms we will be looking at GIFTS - both giving and receiving. We 

all have something that we can give and we want to thank you all for what you give to 

the children in Kingsquads week by week. 

The summary for Term 2 is below - there will be another six weeks on this theme for 

Term 3.   

W

k 
Theme, Bible Story & Reference Memory Verse 

1 Does God always give us what we want? 
Hannah prays for a child 

1 Samuel 1 

 

“As each has received a gift, 

use it to serve one another.”    

1 Peter 4:10 (ESV) 

2 Gift of the Holy Spirit 
Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-42 

“The Helper, the Holy Spirit... 

will make you remember all 

that I have told you.” 

John 14:26 (GNB) 

 

3 The biggest of all gifts 

Jesus’ birth announced to Mary 

Luke 1:26-38 

“For God loved the world so 

much that he gave his only son, 

so that everyone who believes 

in him may not die but have 

eternal life.” John 3:16 (GNB) 

 

4 God’s promise was a gift 

Simeon’s story 

Luke 2:22-40 

“You need to be patient, in 

order to do the will of God and 

receive what he promises.” 

Hebrews 10:36(GNB) 

 

5 The gifts those wise guys brought 

The Magi 

Matthew 2:1-12 

“Every good gift and every 

present comes from heaven;” 

James 1:17a (GNB) 

 

6 Being able to give...is a gift!  What can I give 

him? 

The widow’s mite 

Mark 12:41-44 

 

“...for God loves the one who 

gives gladly.” 

2 Corinthians 9:7b (GNB) 

 

As the Kingsquads run under the Family Trust name, please could you let us know of any new leaders or leavers so that we can 

keep our DBS (formerly CRB) records up to date.  Also, if you feel in need of extra support due to e.g. lack of leaders or 

falling numbers, please contact us and we will try to help in any way we can. 

Yours in Christ,     The Family Trust Team 



Kingsquad Notes – Term 3 2015 – Gifts 2 

Dear Kingsquad leaders, 

We continue looking at GIFTS - both giving and receiving. We all have something that 

we can give and we want to thank you all for what you give to the children in 

Kingsquads week by week. 

The summary for Term 3 is below. 

 

W

k 
Theme, Bible Story & Reference Memory Verse 

1 The gift of ENCOURAGEMENT 
Barnabas the encourager 

Acts 11:19-30 

 

“So encourage one another and 

build one another up...” 

1Thessalonians 5:11 (GNB) 

2 The gift of GRACE 
The parable of the lost sheep 

Luke 15:1-7 

“For it is by God’s grace that 

you have been saved through 

faith. It is not the result of 

your own efforts, but God’s 

gift...”   Ephesians 2:8 (GNB) 

 

3 The gift of HEALING 
Peter & John heal a lame man 

Acts 3:1-10 

“The disciples travelled,... 

preaching the Good News and 

healing people everywhere.” 

Luke 9:6 (GNB) 

 

4 The gift of WISDOM 
Solomon’s wisdom 

1 Kings 3:4-28 

“So give me wisdom...and to 

know the difference between 

good and evil.” 

1 Kings 3:9a (GNB) 

 

5 The gift of LOVE 
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead 

John 11 

“Who shall separate us from 

the love of Christ?” 

Romans 8:35a (GNB) 

 

6 The gift of TEACHING 
Philip and the Ethiopian 

Acts 8:26-40 

 

“The Lord has given us eyes to 

see with and ears to listen 

with.” 

Proverbs 20:12 (GNB) 

 

 

As the Kingsquads run under the Family Trust name, please could you let us know of any new leaders or leavers so that we can 

keep our DBS (formerly CRB) records up to date.  Also, if you feel in need of extra support due to e.g. lack of leaders or 

falling numbers, please contact us and we will try to help in any way we can. 

Yours in Christ,     The Family Trust Team 



 



      Ac�vi�es:   

Gathering Game – Kingball: (a game most children will know just to kick this term off)  The children stand in a circle 

with feet apart and touching their partner’s feet on either side. One hand stays behind the back and with the other 

the players try and push the ball between legs. If the ball goes through, the person turns around un!l someone sets 

them free by pushing the ball through their legs again. 

What do I want?: - You will need as many objects as you have players; e.g. dish, wooden spoon, woolly hat, etc. One 

of the items though needs to be a large packet of sweets or biscuits (make sure enough to go around and beware of 

allergies). Have all the items on a table/mat. Play the music, the children need to dance around the table/ mat. When 

the music stops everyone grabs an item. Eventually the items are withdrawn (much like a chair in musical chairs) and 

children are eliminated. Leave the biscuits/sweets as the last item, then share them out to have during ac!vity 3. 

(May need spare biscuits in case they are broken) 

Song: “Thank you, Lord” - Kid’s Praise Party (You could give words {see resources}  to children and get them to work 

out their own ac!ons) or “God’s Love is Big” - Great Big God 3 CD- Vineyard Kids 

 Exploring the story:                                 
  

Introduc�on/Prayer – (this is an introduc!on to the 

whole two terms) 

Over the next two terms we are going to be looking 

at the subject of GIFTS. Now this is possibly what you 

think of when we say ‘Gi>s’ – (produce a gi> bag 

with a birthday label or lidded wrapped box with a 

huge ribbon) But this isn’t necessarily the sort of gi>s 

we mean. Think about the (Reflec�on) ac!vity you’ve 

just done? We are going to open today’s Kingsquad 

in prayer, thanking God for all His gi>s and asking 

Him for the specific ones inside this box/bag. Ask the 

children to all collect a gi> out of the bag/box. Ask 

them to try NOT to take their own. SiCng down and 

one by one each child should pray for the named 

person to receive their request. 

 

Story – Hannah’s Child – 1 Samuel ch1  

There is a story in resources or you can 

tell it in your own way. 

      Worship: 

 Reflec�on: - Thanking God for the gi>s He provides us 

with.  Ask the children to sit quietly decora!ng their 

presents (see resources).  On the gi> tag, ask them to 

write their name and request - “What would they like 

God to give them?” But there is one rule - IT MUST NOT 

BE A MATERIAL ITEM! Collect all the gi>s up and 

discreetly put them into the box/bag to be used in the 

Introduc�on. 

Verse from the Bible: “As each has received a gi�, use 

it to serve one another” (ESV)   1 Peter 4 v10 

This week make the memory verse the last thing you 

do. Gather all the children’s belongings (bags, hats 

coats etc.) into the middle of a circle and sit around the 

circle. Teach them by rote the memory verse. Then as it 

is recited over and over the children one by one get up, 

go to the middle and retrieve someone else’s bag, coat 

or hat etc. and give it to that person. Keep reci!ng the 

memory verse un!l all the belongings in the middle are 

gone. The children should now be ready to go home - 

hopefully with their own belongings.  

Applica�on: – In this story God blessed Hannah with exactly what she asked for…Hannah honoured her promise 

and gave her son straight back to God for His service. We pray, and we ask God for things…THIS DOESN’T mean 

that we’ll get what we want. God knows what’s good for us. He knows our needs so never be surprised HOW he 

replies to our prayers. It might be very different to what we asked, but turn out to be  fantas!c. 

Please read 1 Samuel 1 to start your planning.       Relevance to child – Understanding that God hears us. He wants to supply 

our needs. But on top of that He wants us to have gi>s too. We don’t need to always WANT material things. God’s gi>s come in 

many different ways.   Theme: God wants to supply our needs. 

GIFTS 

Week 1: Does God always give us what we ask for? 



Story of Hannah 

Hannah was a good woman who loved God. But she was sad, and was teased and taunted 

so horribly by other women, for she had no children.  

Each year, her husband took her to a place called Shiloh, where they worshiped God. And 

each year, Hannah prayed a special prayer that God would give her a child. One year, she 

prayed, “Dear God, if You will only give me a son, I will give him back to You, to serve You 

all his days.” She prayed so hard her mouth moved, but no words came out. A priest asked 

if she was drunk. “No,” she said. “I’m pouring my heart out to 

God.” 

“May you find favour in God’s eyes,” said the priest. 

The following year, Hannah couldn’t make the trip to Shiloh with 

her husband because God had answered her prayers. She did 

indeed have a new baby. It was a baby boy named Samuel! 

She happily cared for Samuel un!l he was old enough to leave her. Then she kept her 

promise to God, and took Samuel to live with the priests in Shiloh. It wasn’t easy for her to 

say goodbye, but each year she made him a special robe to wear as he served God. 

God gave Hannah many more children. And Hannah was pleased to know that Samuel was 

growing up in Shiloh, where he would love and serve God all of his life. 

Week 1 

Thank You, Lord 
 

Father God you’ve done so much for me 

And I love every day to see 

The things created by your hands 

From the stars in space to the mountains tall 

And the oceans wide you make them all 

And every day you make time for me 
 

So I’m gonna sing, yeah 
 

I want to thank you, thank you, Lord I want to thank you, Lord 

I want to thank you, thank you, Lord For all you’ve ever done 

I want to thank you, thank you, Lord I want to thank you, Lord 

I want to thank you, thank you, Lord For everything you’ve done 
 

The cross has shown how deep a love 

You have that you would send your son 

To give his life and take away my sin 

Please give me joy and make me strong 

To raise my voice and tell everyone 

That you are great and worthy of all praise  Spring Harvest  ©2008 Song Solutions Daybreak 



Week 1 

Write your name and 

something you’d like 

God to give you as a 

gi>. 

 

Think carefully. 

 

IT MUST NOT BE A 

MATERIAL THING LIKE 

XBOX OR  SHOES OR 

SWEETS. 

 

Maybe pa!ence, or 

talent for sports or to 

play an instrument. 

 

Now colour in and 

decorate the gi>. 

Write your name and 

something you’d like 

God to give you as a 

gi>. 

 

Think carefully. 

 

IT MUST NOT BE A 

MATERIAL THING LIKE 

XBOX OR  SHOES OR 

SWEETS. 

 

Maybe pa!ence, or 

talent for sports or to 

play an instrument. 

 

Now colour in and 

decorate the gi>. 

Reflec!on 



 



        Ac�vi�es:  Cra – Instrument making                         

 Split your group into 3 for the 3 cra� ac�vi�es, which they will use their instruments during the story.    

1. Wobble boards – A large piece of s�ff cardboard that when wobbled makes the sound like thunder or an earthquake.  

The children can use paints, crayons or pens to create an earthquake scene on the card.        

2. Shakers – Pringle Pots, Clean Medicine pots, Cans, bo"les can be used.  Simply fill them with rice or dried pulses and 

use the containers own lid or stretch some fabric or silver foil over the top and secure with an elas�c band. Give children 

s�ckers or address labels to decorate the containers.             

3. Streamers – A4 paper, glue s�cks, tape and 2cm wide strips of �ssue or crepe paper, felt �p pens and s�ckers. Children 

to decorate the A4 paper with pens and s�ckers. Then glue the streamer lengths all along the edge of other side of the A4. 

Roll it up with the decorated side showing. Tape the edge secure. You have a streamer. 

Crea�ng a whirlwind with your fingers.  Challenge – whilst the children are si+ng in front of you, ask them to try this 

challenge. 1) Hold your hands up in front of your chest with your index fingers poin�ng at each other. 2) Take your right 

index finger in a forward circle around your le0 index finger. Stop. 3) Now take your le0 index finger in a backward circle 

around your right index finger. Stop. 4) Now try and circle both fingers together – in opposite direc�ons. Can you do it? 

Hot air balloons – You need a blown up round balloon per team.  Team members have to keep the balloon in the air by 

the power of blowing – team members should have their hands clasped behind their back or they are disqualified from 

the round. The team to keep their balloon up the longest is the winner – play again, best of 3! 

Prayer – Birthday Card – (See Resources - A4 size, either A3 folded or 2xA4 taped) What does having Jesus as a friend 

mean to you? Does The Holy Spirit help you? We’ve talked about the �me when the Holy Spirit was shared amongst 

the people as being the Birthday of the church.                      

We are going to pass around this birthday card – you can sign your name, you can add a kiss or you can just simply 

read it and pass it on. Do this ac�vity quietly in reflec�on of the �me of Pentecost and think about �mes that The   

Holy Spirit may have been at work in you. See resources for card – colour to make more  interes�ng or find a  picture 

 to make your own card.                        

 Holy Spirit Tag: One child tags the others who have to stand s�ll and make flames with their hands over 

 their heads.  See how long it takes for them to catch everyone. 

 Exploring the story:                                 
  

 What’s in the gi bag? (As last week, produce a 

gi0 bag with a birthday label or lidded wrapped 

box with a huge ribbon) But this isn’t necessarily 

the sort of gi0s we mean. Let’s look inside the gi0 

bag/box and see if we can find something to help 

us figure out what this week is about? Matches & 

a hairdryer. 

Story – Pentecost Story. See resources. Read the 

story and use the basic instruments made in the 

cra0 ac�vity – children may remember this as a 

recent assembly; use this in your ’I wonder’ �me. 

      Worship:    Song: “Wide and Long” - Colin Pye 

Verse from the Bible: “The Helper, the Holy Spirit… will make 

you remember all that I have told you.”  John 14 v 26  

See resources – cut out the flames with the words of the memory 

verse, have children hold them above their heads and ask the 

remaining children to put them in the correct order. 

‘I wonder’ �me: Children to lay on their backs in their own 

space. Ask them to: Think back to the hot air balloon game, it 

took a lot of effort to keep the balloon up, imagine the power 

of the wind to blow a tree down in a hurricane.  Imagine the 

strength of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost…and the 

gentleness of the Holy Spirit who cares and loves. Close your 

eyes and have your own thoughts or prayers in this quiet space. 

Do you think the Disciples knew what Jesus meant when He 

said that they would receive a gi0 from His Father?  

Enjoy some �me just ques�oning the children and listening to 

their experiences and thoughts.                      

e.g.  What do you believe the Holy Spirit feels like?               

 How does he make us feel?                                          

 How can he help us? 

Applica�on: – Use a hairdryer (or fan) to show 

that we cannot see the air that is 

coming out of the hairdryer nor the 

electricity that is powering it, yet 

we can see its effect so we believe!  

We cannot see the Holy Spirit, but 

we can see his effects in our lives.  

Please read Acts 2 v 1-42 to start your planning.       Relevance to child – When Jesus le0, he promised 

the people someone who would always be there with them from the inside. Help them to know that they’re never alone.                                                      

Theme: God sent the Holy Spirit to help us. 

GIFTS                                                                             

Week 2: Gi of the Holy Spirit 



Week 2 

Pentecost story 

Before Jesus went back to Heaven, He had told his disciples: “Go back to the big city and wait for 

my Father, God to send you a special present. He’s going to send you his Spirit – that’s God living 

inside you”. 

So, the disciples did just as they were told and returned to the city. They waited to see what 

would happen. Every day, they met together to pray and worship God… and they waited. 

Then, one morning, as usual Simon Peter and all the other disciples had gathered together to 

pray in an upstairs room at someone’s house near the marketplace, when something incredible 

happened: 

• An earthquake began shaking the place (Wobble boards makes a rumbling sound) 

• Then a powerful wind blasted through the windows, knocking things over (shakers) 

• And then something else seemed to spark around the room, going from person to person 

like flames in a fire (Children wave streamers) 

• Then, they all started speaking to each other in different languages (everyone says a word 

in a different language) 

• It was the Holy Spirit sent by God, and it was all happening now at once (Everyone plays 

together) 

Simon Peter became excited and cried out, “It’s happening! The Holy Spirit is here!”  

They all dashed downstairs out into the marketplace.  It was full of people from all over the 

Roman world who had come to the city for the fes�val to worship the Jewish God.  Jesus’ 

disciples were very excited and started telling the crowds what had just happened.  

The thing is, as the en�re crowd came from different places they all spoke different languages to 

one another and yet, the crowd saw their excitement and understood them in their own 

languages!  Some of the people said, “WHAT’S GOING ON?”   

Others who didn’t believe what they were hearing said “What rubbish - you’ve been drinking!” 

Simon Peter stood up in front of the whole crowd and said: “We’ve not been drinking – it’s only 9 

in the morning! This is God’s Holy Spirit at work and it’s all thanks to Jesus! 

Jesus came to teach people about the Kingdom of God and the love of God. He healed people 

and made friends with the lonely. Then he was killed – but God brought him back! And this has 

all been in God’s plan from the beginning! And you can be part of it too!” 

Some of the people in the crowd said: “We want to understand – please -tell us more!”                     

Hundreds of people started to follow Jesus that day. And that’s how the stories of Jesus started 

spreading around the world.  It was like the birthday of the church – (All play instruments and 

wave the streamers). 



Week 2 

Happy Birthday To The Church 



Week 2 

“I ’m telling you these things while I’m s�ll    

living with you. The Friend, the Holy Spirit 

whom the Father will send at my request, will make 

everything plain to you.  He will remind you of all 

the things I have told you. I’m leaving you well and 

whole. That’s my par�ng gi0 to you. Peace. I don’t 

leave you the way you’re used to being le0—feeling 

abandoned, bere0. So don’t be upset. Don’t be    

distraught”                         John 14 v 26 (The Message) 

 

  Happy Bi	hday 



Week 2 
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Week 2 
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   Ac�vi�es:   

Na�vity Quiz: – You need 2 chairs in 2 corners of the room. Tape a piece of paper to the back of each one, one 

saying ‘True’ the other ‘False’. Line the players up in two teams. A member of each team steps forward. Read your 

first statement. The two team members race to sit on the chair they consider is correct. A point is scored for each 

correct answer and a bonus for whoever is si%ng on the correct chair.  Play the third round a�er the story.                           

See resources for Ques(ons.  

Champions – ‘Choose Carefully’!  Equipment required: See resources.                  

Split the children into two teams. Explain that the teams need to ‘choose carefully’.  The first ac(vity is announced. 

Team 1 chooses their best opponent then team 2 chooses theirs to do the ac(vity. The round is played and scored, 

winner receives a point. Play un(l each team member has par(cipated. No one can play more than once. See 

resources for ac(vi(es. 

What’s in the gi  bag? – (produce a gi1 bag with a birthday label or lidded wrapped box with a huge ribbon) But 

this isn’t necessarily the sort of gi1s we mean. Let’s look inside the gi1 bag/box and see if we can find something to 

help us figure out what this week is about? – Newspaper / Cards, one saying ‘yes’, one saying ‘no’. 

The YES/NO game:  Play this a�er ‘What’s in the gi� bag?’. Either split the group into smaller groups or play as one 

big group.  Ask a volunteer a series of max 10 ques(ons. They must give an answer without saying YES or No. If they 

do make a mistake and use one of these words, ring a bell and they’re out – if they reach ten answers they are the 

 winner. Con(nue play with others. 

 Exploring the story:                              

Story – The Angel speaks to Mary about a gi  to the 

World – The Jesus Storybook Bible  – p176 - 179 (stop 

at “I will do.”)  or  read Luke 1:26-38 from your usual 

Bible. 

Exploring the story – Play Round 3 of the Na(vity Quiz 

game. 

Cra  – Cut-out hand Angel Cra1. 

Have some coloured card, 

some pens and some plain 

white paper as well as tape, 

scissors and glue. Children 

can draw around and cut out 

their hands to make wings 

from the white paper and 

create a body from the 

coloured card. Let them 

create an angel. 

       Worship: 

 Verse from the Bible: “For God loved the world so much 

that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 

in him may not die but have eternal life.”  John 3 v 16 

Cut up world / heart puzzle (see resources). Give the 

pieces in an envelope to small teams of children to put 

together and read out. Play some music, make this a 

gentle task not a race. Then choose one person from 

each group to read it out.  

Song: ‘May the God of Hope’ – Doug Horley   Lovely Jubbly CD 

Teach the ac(ons and sing together – see resources.  

or  Reflec�on – listen to the song and ask the children  

to think about what it means to them to have a 

heavenly Father who loves them so much.  What else 

did they think while listening? 

Prayer: ’Thank you’ prayers – thank you for Jesus and 

thank you for…   Be crea&ve in the way that 

 you want to ask the children to pray this week. 

Applica�on: Mary was a young girl and yet God chose her to be the woman to mother His precious Son.  Jesus was 

a gi1 to Mary but more than that, He was a gi1 to the world so that we could get to know God the Father more. 

Jesus’ gi1 was and is communica(ng God’s love to us and showing us the way to live the life God designed for us 

through His example.  The world isn’t an easy place to live in some(mes; it’s NOT how God designed it…and far from 

what Heaven is like, I’m sure. God doesn’t want us to be mixed up in the bad and the ugliness of the way things can 

be, He wants us to see His beau(ful world and to be beau(ful to each other, and that’s why he sent His son Jesus, to 

show us the way. 

Please read Luke 1:26 - 38 to start your planning.       Relevance to child – Knowing that Jesus’ love and gi1 of wan(ng to know 

them is totally relevant as they grow up in today’s tough secular world.  Theme: Jesus came to show us how to live God’s way. 

GIFTS                                                                                    

Week 3: The Biggest Gi  of All - Jesus’ Birth Announced 



Week 3 

Champions – ‘choose carefully’!  

Equipment required: 2 Hula-hoops; 2 pieces of paper; dried peas and two straws; two books of equal size and 

weight; rope for tug of war; 2 deflated balloons; a pack of cards. Split the children into two teams. Explain that the 

teams need to ‘choose carefully’.  The first ac(vity is announced. Team 1 chooses their best opponent, then team 2 

chooses theirs to do the ac(vity. The round is played and scored, winner receives a point. Play un(l each team 

member has par(cipated. No one can play more than once. 

Ac(vi(es – There are 12 to choose from (you know your children best) 

1. Hula – hoop the longest without stopping. 

2. Tell the funniest joke. 

3. Build the highest card house in 60 seconds. 

4. Fetch 10 dried peas from one side of a table/mat to the other using a straw. 

5. Arm wrestle an opponent and win. 

6. Whistle a recognisable tune – the tune that is guessed quickest wins. 

7. Walk around the room with a book balanced on your head – no hands allowed. The first to lose their book 

loses. 

8. Blow up a balloon to the max. the biggest balloon wins.  If it pops that person is the automa(c winner. 

9. Give instruc(ons to draw a house. Only give the details of what needs to be in the picture once so tell them 

to listen. Quickest drawing that has all the correct parts of the house is the winner. House with 3 windows a 

door a chimney with smoke a welcome mat and curtains. 

10. Ask the children to write down the 3 Kingsquad rules. On this occasion allow 2 winners if they both get 

them correct. 

May the God of hope 
 

May the God of hope                Point to sky 

fill you with all joy and peace                                   Jazz hands then thumb/finger circle on both hands touching then 

coming apart 

as you trust in him                                                      Sign language TRUST  one palm up the other side palm gently chop 

down onto open palm then point to sky 

as you trust in him 

Repeat 

So that you might overflow with hope                   With both hands fill from your shoes upward then move   

(with hope)                                                                        open hand forward and grasp 

by the power of the holy spirit                                 Muscle arms, then crossed hands moving up making flames 

Repeat 

 

From the beginning repeat  

 

Father God I love you     Point up – hold your heart 

Father God I trust you    Point up – sign language trust 

Father God I need you every day   Point up – pull towards, then roll hands around each other 

Fill me with your hope Lord    With both hands fill from your shoes upward – cross fingers 

Fill me with your Joy Lord    With both hands fill from your shoes upward – jazz hands 

Fill me with your peace                                              With both hands fill from your shoes upward – thumb & finger 

make circle on both hands touching then coming apart 

Let your love flow     Hold heart – wave mo&ons in front with both hands.  



Week 3 

NATIVITY QUIZ 

Round 1 – no specific topic (just to get the point of the game) 
 

1. Armadillos are anteaters – T   (they eat ants) 

2. Monkeys are nuts – T (Monkey nuts) 

3. A kilo of silver coins is heavier than a kilo of feathers – F  (they weigh the same) 

4. Whales are fishes – F (they are mammals) 

5. The Queen has 6 children – F (she has 4) 

6. Koalas are marsupials – T 

7. Oak trees drop pine cones – F (acorns) 

8. Humans have a bone called a metatarsal – T (it is in the foot) 
 

Round 2 – Na(vity general 
 

1. Jesus was born in Nazareth F – (Bethlehem) 

2. The Bible says that Mary rode on a donkey – F  (the bible doesn’t men&on a donkey and 

          it is very doub9ul they could have afforded one) 

3. Herod was the Prime Minister – F  (King) 

4. The star was over the house and showed where the baby Jesus was - T 

5. Three wise women visited Jesus – F  (the Bible doesn’t tell us how many and they were  

                    men) 

6. The wise men brought gold, frankincense and myrrh – T 

7. Joseph was the father of the baby Jesus – F   (God is - Joseph was a step-father) 

8. Shepherds visited the baby – T 
 

Round 3 – Mary and the Angel – To be played a er the story. 
 

1. Mary was 35 when the angel visited her – F (she was probably 14 to 17 years old) 

2. Joseph was a descendant of King David – T 

3. Mary and Joseph were married when the angel came – F    (engaged/promised) 

4. Mary was really excited to see an Angel – F (she was shocked and scared – Gabriel’s first 

          words were ‘Don’t fear – don’t be scared’) 

5. Gabriel told Mary that God was pleased with her – T 

6. Gabriel told Mary that the baby Jesus was the one to rescue the world – T 

7. Mary said she would be God’s Slave – F  (servants ‘serve and help’ – slaves are prisoners) 

 8. The child grew in Mary’s belly by the power of the Holy Spirit. – T  



Week 3 

    ““““For God loved the world so much For God loved the world so much For God loved the world so much For God loved the world so much 

that he gave his only Son, so that   that he gave his only Son, so that   that he gave his only Son, so that   that he gave his only Son, so that   

everyone who believes in him may  everyone who believes in him may  everyone who believes in him may  everyone who believes in him may  

not die but have eternal life.”not die but have eternal life.”not die but have eternal life.”not die but have eternal life.”    

John 3 v 16 



       Ac�vi�es:   

Are you ready? – Think of a list of items which the group members might reasonably be expected to possess and 

have with or on them at Kingsquad, e.g.  white socks,  shoe lace,  hair elas�c, hair ornament, glasses, bu�on, blue 

eyes, brown eyes, something red, slip on shoes, grey socks, sweatshirt, cardigan, pony tail, a smile! Divide your group 

into teams of up to 10 members. Appoint a leader per team. Call out an item from your list. The team must locate 

that item on someone from the team. The leader then takes that person by the hand and runs to the far wall and 

back to score a point. Play con�nues. For smaller areas play, this in circles and run around the outside of the circle. 

You’ll need someone to keep score. 

Holding the baby – The idea of this game is to meet baby Jesus. Have a doll wrapped in cloth. Sit in a circle. When the 

music plays, gently pass the baby around the circle. When the music stops, you get a chance to meet the baby Jesus. 

If you answer the ques�on correctly you win a point, the music starts and the baby is passed on. Have ques�ons 

available for this game that suit your Kingsquad, e.g. general knowledge, previous subjects, bible characters, etc. 

Ge�ng to the temple on �me – (Cardboard relay) You will need 2 large pieces of card (or newspaper) per team. 

Divide the children into teams of 5 or 6. The object of this race is for a team to travel from one side of the hall (home) 

to the other (temple). Each team member stands on one piece of card, they then place the second piece of card in 

front of them and step onto it, then picking up the first piece of card, placing it in front of them and stepping on to it 

 and so on un�l they reach the temple. 

 Exploring the story:                                   

What’s in the gi! bag? – (produce a gi8 bag with a 

birthday label or lidded wrapped box with a huge 

ribbon) But this isn’t necessarily the sort of gi8s we 

mean. Let’s look inside the gi8 bag/box and see if we 

can find something to help us figure out what this week 

is about. – Advent calendar - Some�mes we have to 

wait before we get what we desire or need.  

Pa�ence - Play a game of pa�ence or clock pa�ence. 

Ask why they think it is called pa�ence. 

Story – Simeon in the Temple  Read Luke 2 v 22 – 40, 

either directly from the Bible or in your own words. Be 

sure to help the children understand that Simeon had 

received a promise from God and it was fulfilled at the 

end of his life. He had pa�ently waited and trusted all 

that �me. 

Ask the children to get together in groups and talk 

about things they’ve had to wait for. Encourage them 

to consider things other than material goods. Did it 

ever come? Did they have to wait long? Are they s�ll 

 wai�ng?  

      Worship: 

 Song: “Rainbow” Hillsong Kids - Ul�mate Collec�on (Live) 

Verse from the Bible: “You need to be pa�ent, ǁ in 

order to do the will of God ǁ and receive what he 

promises.” ǁ Hebrews 10:36 

The temple was a quiet place of prayer so learn this 

memory verse using a game of Chinese Whispers. It’s 

perfectly broken up into four 

parts (ǁ),so play 4 rounds; the 

last person writes each part 

down and then put the whole 

lot together. What do you 

end up with? Make the 

correc�ons and say it all 

together. 

Prayer – Wrap a doll in a 

cloth and lay it in the centre 

of the circle.  Thank God for the promise that he kept 

to Simeon and to the world by sending Jesus, ‘The 

Rescuer’. Ask God to help us keep our promises to 

 each other. 

Applica�on: – Simeon had known that God had promised the world a rescuer. But God had promised Simeon 

personally that he would see the rescuer with his own eyes. Simeon had waited many many years and pa�ently. 

God fulfilled his promise even though it was at the end of Simeon’s life. Give a tes�mony of a �me that you’ve felt 

God’s promises fulfilled or had to wait pa�ently for God’s answer and blessing.  

Please read Luke 2:22-40 to start your planning.       Relevance to child – Impa�ence and possessiveness are not from God. 

Material things ma�er for a short period…un�l we’re bored. But watching a promise from God materialise…WOW! , now that’s 

what makes a person feel special. Not belongings. Wait pa�ently and it will come.    Theme: God’s promises are true. 

GIFTS 

Week 4: God’s promise was a gi! - Simeon’s Story 



 



        Ac�vi�es:   

Cra: – You will need: brightly coloured scraps of fabric, cut into 15cm circles; some smelly items like vanilla beans, 

cloves, dried basil, dried citrus peel, cinnamon s�cks, dried rose petals, lavender or potpourri; sealable plas�c bags; 

hammers; rubber bands; scissors; lengths of thin ribbons. Get children into trios. Ask each child to choose one 

fragrance for their trio. They then put the three different fragrances in the plas�c bags and each can have a go at 

hammering them to crush them, a$er which they each sprinkle some of the mixture in the middle of their fabric 

circle. Secure it firstly with an elas�c band then �e a ribbon to decorate. Perhaps you would need to show the 

process first then split them into their trios. (If not enough �me to make, bring in 3 bags with some of the 

sugges�ons above in and ask them to try to guess what they might be) 

How many?: – Play some music. When the music stops, the leader needs to shout out a number. The children have 

to quickly get together in a group of that number and any not in a group are then out. Keep going un�l you have just 

two winners.  If �me allows, play again. 

Alphabet Hunt: – Give children a pen and paper and tell them the le/ers G, F, & M.  Ask them to spend 5 minutes 

walking around the room looking for things that start with those ini�als. Play in pairs or small teams if you prefer. 

Chat about their findings amongst themselves. Discover who had unusual words.  

Verse from the Bible: “Every good gi� and every perfect present comes from heaven...” James 1 v17a 

Write the verse out onto a sheet of A4 for every team. Cut each sheet into 10 pieces and put each one in a bucket or 

container. Get your children into small groups (you will need a verse for each group); ask them to huddle together 

and see what comes from heaven…with that, drop the bits of the memory verse over them from the bucket . 

 The first team to put it all together can read it aloud to the rest of the groups.   

 Exploring the story:                                   

What’s in the gi bag? – (produce a gi$ bag with a 

birthday label or lidded wrapped box with a huge ribbon) 

But this isn’t necessarily the sort of gi$s we mean. Let’s 

look inside the gi$ bag/box and see if we can find 

something to help us figure out what this week is about. 

Incense s�cks and holder or perfumed candle or oil burner 

(will be used during prayer, so get permission and bring 

matches or lighter!).  
 

Story – A detec�ve script – see 

resources. 
 

Ques�on Time: How much did 

the children already know 

about those three gi$s? Give 

�me for them to be detec�ves.  

      Worship: 

 Song – Listen to a funky carol, e.g. ‘We Three Kings’ 

or ‘We Three Camels’ (both from Jim Bailey - The 

Stonkin’ Christmas Mix CD) or ‘Three Wise Men’ (Mark 

Bradford - RPM Christmas 2 CD) 

Listen out for the gi$s when they are men�oned. 
 

Prayer – light the burner or candle. Ask the children 

to either focus on the flame or on the fragrance. 

How bright is the light? How good is the smell? How 

good is our God? What has he given us? Ask a child 

to give thanks for all that we have, even those �mes 

we think we’ve been given something that we might 

not have asked for or know what to do with. 

Applica�on: – We didn’t immediately know what the gi$s given to Jesus meant un�l it was explained. Some�mes 

we don’t know why a person has given us a par�cular gi$. How many �mes have you opened a gi$ and not known 

what it was for or why it was chosen for you? God knows what we need. Try and share a tes�mony of a �me when 

this was the case for you.  

Please read Ma*hew 2:1-12 to start your planning.       Relevance to child – To understand that God knows all about us. He 

knows about our yesterday our today and tomorrow and He’s interested! Theme: God knows what we need. 

GIFTS 

Week 5: The Gis those wise guys brought 



Week 5 

Story – Those Wise guys and their gis. Choose children with a confident level of reading. 

See resources for ques�ons etc.  You can either s�ck these in the notebooks or you can write them in for yourself. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Narrator - We are looking at a detec�ve story to discover why those strange gis were given to the 

baby Jesus, by the Wise Men. 

 

So can I have a volunteer to be our police constable  (Give notebook with ques�ons)  

And a volunteer to be our Detec�ve Inspector (Give notebook with answers) 

And a volunteer to be our evidence expert  (Give clip board with facts) 

 

I’m the narrator and I am going to take you through the story so far. What we know is that on the night  

in ques�on, the star shone bright and the shepherds saw a host of angels. The angels told them to find 

the baby Jesus and God planned that they’d find him where the star shone brightest. 

 

We also know that some very clever, wise and intellectual men also saw the star. And we know that 

they had read the ancient scriptures and so knew exactly the significance of this star? They were 

astrologers – people who studied and understood the different stars and their meaning within the Holy 

Scriptures. 

So, can I have your first ques�on Police Constable ….(child’s name)? 

 

Constable - Ques�on  1:  Where did these clever and wise men travel from? 

 

Detec�ve - Answer 1:   As far as we can work out, they travelled a very long distance as they had come  

    from The Far East. 

 

Expert - Fact 1: Travelling from the Far East on foot would have taken many months.  We know these  

   men were rich, so they would have had camels and staff and tents and would have  

   stopped and camped for days in between. It may have taken well over a year to travel  

   from their homes to Bethlehem. 

 

Narrator:  So can we assume these men would not have gone to the stable and found a baby?  

   Instead Jesus would have been a toddler by the �me they arrived.  I see.  

   When they met Jesus and his mother Mary , they gave some very unusual gis.  

   I know  Police Officer… (child’s name) has a ques�on about the amount of gis that  

   were  brought. 

 

Constable - Q2:   Well it’s plain to see that there were three of these wise men because clearly there  

   were three presents.  Am I right? 

 

Detec�ve - A2:   I disagree, one person could have brought 2 presents or a collec�on of men could have 

   brought one gi$. 

 

Expert - F2:   There is no Bible evidence to tell us how many men there were. 



Week 5 

 

Narrator:    Ok.  So the rumour of there being ‘three wise men’ is just a rumour. We have no  

   knowledge how many there were.  

   Another fact that we do know is that the gis given were gold, frankincense and  

   myrrh.   

 

Constable - Q3: I don’t understand what these gi$s mean.  Do you know, Sir? 

 

Detec�ve – A3: We’re s�ll looking into that.  Sugges�ons are that gold represented majesty and royalty. 

 

Expert – F3: Yes, you’re correct there Detec�ve Inspector. The gold was to represent Jesus as a  

   king.  A king of the people, and not one in a palace with wealth and comfort. 

   The frankincense was a gi$ that represented holiness. Jesus would be a very holy man.   

   Frankincense was a perfume that was burnt at the high altars in the temples and this  

   was where  the people thought God was supposed to dwell the most. 

 

Narrator:  Yes, well we now know that God is everywhere.  But I guess in those �mes they  

   thought He was so sacred he was locked away in the temple. Jesus went on to make  

   the people  understand that God is everywhere. 

 

Constable – Q4: Wasn’t there a third gi$, Sir? 

 

Detec�ve – A4: Yes there was. A strange substance called myrrh. I believe we have detected it is an  

   expensive perfume.  Bit like at Christmas when my mother buys me a$ershave,   

   I suppose! 

 

Expert – Fact 4: Yes you are correct. Myrrh comes from a small bushy tree grown in ancient �mes.  It  

   was an expensive spice used for making perfume, incense, medicine and more   

   interes�ngly in this case, ANNOINTING THE DEAD. 

 

Narrator:  So the giver of this gi may have had the scriptural knowledge that this boy Jesus  

   would at some point give up his life and die? Interes�ng!  

   So I believe that concludes the case. 

   We now know what these gis were and why they were given. 

 

   Thank you, crime detectors – carry on with your work. 



Week 5 

Constable 

Ques�on  1.  Where did these clever and wise men travel from? 

 

Ques�on 2.   Well it’s plain to see that there were three of these wise men because clearly there were 

   three presents.  Am I right? 

 

Ques�on 3.   I don’t understand what these gi$s mean.  Do you know, Sir? 

 

Ques�on 4.   Wasn’t there a third gi$, Sir? 

 

Detective  

Answer 1.    As far as we can work out, they travelled a very long distance as they had come from  

   The Far East. 

 

Answer 2.    I disagree, one person could have brought 2 presents or a collec�on of men could have 

   brought one gi$. 

 

Answer 3.  We’re s�ll looking into that.  Sugges�ons are that gold represented majesty and royalty. 

 

Answer 4.  Yes there was. A strange substance called myrrh. I believe we have detected it is an  

           expensive perfume.  Bit like at Christmas when my mother buys me a$ershave I suppose! 

 

Expert  

Fact 1. Travelling from the Far East on foot would have taken many months.  We know these men  

  were rich, so they would have had camels and staff and tents and would have stopped and 

camped for days in between. It may have taken well over a year to travel from their homes to Bethlehem. 

 

Fact 2.   There is no Bible evidence to tell us how many men there were. 

 

Fact 3. Yes, you’re correct there Detec�ve Inspector. The gold was to represent Jesus as a king.  A  

  king of the people, and not one in a palace with wealth and comfort. 

The frankincense was a gi$ that represented holiness. Jesus would be a very holy man.   

Frankincense was a perfume that was burnt at the high altars in the temples and this was where the 

people thought God was supposed to dwell the most. 

 

Fact 4. Yes you are correct. Myrrh comes from a small bushy tree grown in ancient �mes.  It was an  

  expensive spice used for making perfume, incense, medicine and more interes�ngly in this  

  case, ANNOINTING THE DEAD. 



     Ac�vi�es:   

Who needs it? – Part 1 – You will need a straw for each child in your Kingsquad, three empty ice cream containers or 

such like and a large pack of Smar�es or dried peas. Divide your children into two teams. Have an empty container 

for each team and the third container will start with all the peas/Smar�es in. Explain that they are going to race the 

other team to gain as many peas/Smar�es as they can by sucking them up with their straw. The team with the most 

is the winner. The children will need their straws again, so tell them to put them somewhere safe and clean. 

Cra� – Bu�on heart – See resources.  Enjoy taking your �me with this cra&.  

Who needs it? – Part 2 – Ask children to retrieve their straws. Get out their ice cream containers and re-iterate who 

got the most. Then a leader will produce an empty container saying she has nothing, they took it all?  The two teams 

then need to see how much they can give to her. The team that does this in the quickest �me is declared the winner 

– of course it will likely be the previous losers. 

Heads or Tails:  The leader has two coins to flip. The children have to guess whether the coins will land on “heads” or 

“tails”. If they think “heads” the children put both hands on their heads. For “tails” they put their hands on their 

bo1oms. For one of each they put one hand on their head and one on their bo1om. If they are wrong, they sit down. 

 The winner is the one who has correctly guessed every �me and is s�ll standing. 

 Exploring the story:                                   

What’s in the gi� bag? – (produce a gi& bag with a 

birthday label or lidded wrapped box with a huge ribbon) 

But this isn’t necessarily the sort of gi&s we mean. Let’s 

look inside the gi& bag/box and see if we can find 

something to help us figure out what this week is about. 

Have a purse with some coins in. Someone has lost it, but 

there’s not much in it. 

Coin drop – Drop a £1 coin into a bucket filled with water. 

Give a few children a 2p 

piece and ask them if 

they can drop their coin 

in the bucket so that it 

exactly covers the £1 

coin in order to win the 

money. Ask why money 

is so important to us. 

Story – lady with the 

last two coins  - see 

resources (if you have 

plenty of �me, why not split your group into smaller 

groups and ask them to act out the story as a short play). 

      Worship: 

 Song: “Help me be your eyes, Lord Jesus”   

 Doug Horley - Fandabidozzie 
 

Verse from the Bible: “...for God loves the one who 

gives gladly.” 2 Corinthians 9 v7b.  Write the memory 

verse, in pieces, on the photocopied money (see 

resources). Then play a two team relay race game to 

collect all the parts together. Use a separate mat for 

each team as their temple to take the memory verse 

to when all pieces are there. The whole team runs to 

the temple to put the memory verse together.  
 

Prayer – Have some fake coins or some copper coins 

(or chocolate coins!) and a purse. Give each child a 

coin and hand around the purse – ask each child to 

put their coin in the purse for God and to make a 

promise that they will always give their best. They can 

do this quietly in their head or out loud. Finish in a big 

Kingsquad  

‘Amen’. 

Applica�on: – Either read as a poem OR play the song ‘In the bleak midwinter  - What can I give him poor as I am?’ 

Discuss the words of the song (see resources).  Talk about a �me when you thought you weren’t good enough or 

hadn’t done enough for God. All He wants from us is that we do our BEST. 

Please read Mark 12 v41-44 to start your planning.       Relevance to child – “Snatch...it’s mine...I want it...I had it first...I need 

one…everyone else has got one!” How about if we see how it feels to give. Will we s�ll be blessed? Will we end up with more?

Theme: We can give to God. 

GIFTS                                                                                        

Week 6:Being able to give...is a gi�!  What can I give Him? 



Week 6 

Story 

This story starts in a sad way – show me your best sad face. But it gets much happier so can I see your 

best happy face? 

 

It’s a story about a widow.  A widow is a woman whose husband has died (sad). She was sad to lose her 

husband because she loved him very much, but she loved God, too, and knew that God would take care of 

her (happy). The widow did not have very much money because she had no income and no job (sad). She 

didn’t care if people saw that she didn’t give much because she knew that God loved a cheerful giver, 

someone who gives gladly. She s�ll knew that she would give money to the Temple. The Temple was her 

church (happy).  

One day she went to the Temple to give her money to God. All she had was a couple of coins, they looked 

like two small bu1ons, not nearly as much as she wanted to give to God (sad). 

BUT IT WAS OK! 

God wants us to give our best and this was the best she could give (happy). 

There was someone else at the temple that day who was also giving money to God. He had a lot of 

money, so he dropped his money in the box. It made a BIG noise! 

Everyone in the whole Temple turned to see what this man was doing. 

Some people might have felt angry that THEIR money didn’t make as much noise falling into the box (sad). 

Then it was the widow’s turn.  

She took her very small bu1on like coins and dropped them in the box. 

There was NO big noise (sad). 

No one saw what she gave to God (sad), 

BUT, Jesus was at the temple that day, and he saw her (happy). 

And that was all that ma1ered (cheer). 

Cut out some cardboard hearts, about the size of a 

playing card.  Have some cra& bu1ons or use 

someone’s bu1on box and some PVA glue and 

spatulas. 

The children can s�ck the bu1ons on the heart and 

when dry add the memory verse s�cker to the back. 

Remember they need to take this home so make 

sure they are sparing with the glue so that it dries in 

�me! 

You could punch a hole in the heart and add some 

ribbon. 

 

Remember to take newspaper for gluing on to 

protect surfaces. 

 

(This picture is a wired heart) 



Week 6 

In the Bleak Midwinter 

Text: Christina G. Rossetti, 1830-1894  Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934  

1. In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,  

 earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;  

 snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,  

 in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

2. Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;  

 heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.  

 In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed  

 the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.  

 

3. Angels and archangels may have gathered there,  

 cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;  

 but his mother only, in her maiden bliss,  

 worshiped the beloved with a kiss.  

 

4. What can I give him, poor as I am?  

 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  

 if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;  

 yet what I can I give him:  give my heart. 



 

 

 

 

Week 6 



 



      Ac�vi�es:   

We can do it!: Split the group into two or three teams OR play as one group! The players 

should stand shoulder to shoulder in a circle facing inwards. Everyone must shut their eyes 

and put both hands forward into the centre of the circle and grasp two other hands at 

random. Keeping hold of each other’s hands, they then open their eyes and try to untangle 

themselves WITHOUT RELEASING GRASP! Watch out for ‘encouragers.’! 

Tricky Tasks:  You will need Task Cards x 5, Solu0ons card (see resources), pens/pencils and scraps of notepaper. 

You will need to keep the following hidden un0l you reveal the solu0ons: bo5le of water; sheet of paper; piece of 

string; pencil.  Divide your group into smaller teams; tell them they need to visit all of the 5 Tasks and write down 

what they think the solu0on could be. Keep your ear out for those who encourage! When complete, gather them in 

and discuss their possible solu0ons, then show them the solu0ons. Did they encourage each other with ideas? 

Over & under with an encourager!:  Have two teams and two balls or beanbags. Each team should be in a line one 

behind the other, bar one player who stands to the side; they are named The Encourager. Play a simple game of 

over and under, BUT this 0me the team with the best ‘encouragement’ is the winner! To play, once the ball has 

passed from front to back the last player becomes the encourager and the previous encourager runs to the front of 

the line with the ball to start the under and over again…con0nue play un0l each child has been the encourager,  

 then judge the winning team. 

 Exploring the story:                                 
  

Introduc�on - ‘Gi#s’ – (produce a gi= bag with a 

birthday label or lidded wrapped box with a huge 

ribbon) But this isn’t necessarily the sort of gi=s we 

mean. Let’s look inside the gi= bag/box and see if we 

can find something to help us figure out what this 

week is about. A cake; say someone baked it for you 

to congratulate you and thank 

you for something you’d done 

well. 

Story – Barnabas the 

encourager:  There is a version 

in resources; 

or Acts 11:19-30 on the 

funsheets;  

or Barnabas in Churches also 

have a ‘Godly Play’ style version at 

www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/barnabas-the-

encourager 

      Worship: 

Verse from the Bible: “So encourage one another and 

build one another up...” 1 Thessalonians 5:11a 

See resources – piece the cake together. 

Song – ‘Help me be your eyes, Lord Jesus’ - Doug Horley 

Fandabidozzie 

Reflec�on – (game) Gather together in a circle. Roll a 

ball to anyone in the circle.  The ball roller tells the 

recipient something he or she does well. The Kingsquad 

collec0vely say, “Well done.” That person rolls the ball to 

someone else, and so on. Con0nue un0l each person has 

a turn.                                                                              

Remind the children, when they see someone do their 

best, to say, “Well done.” 

Prayer – see resources. SiFng in a circle, ask everyone to 

shake hands with those to their immediate le= and right, 

then all read the prayer together ending with a 

KINGSQUAD Amen. “Dear Lord God, thank You for giving 

us friends. Help us to be a good friend by encouraging 

 all our friends to know Your love. Amen.” 

Applica�on: – We should always be looking for ways we can bless someone with our words or ac0ons. In turn, we 

can be thankful when God uses someone to say or do something kind or helpful to encourage us. There is great 

power in encouraging each other. It is one of the most tangible ways to be Jesus to those we come in contact with 

every day.  How can you encourage your friends? 

Please read Acts 11 to start your planning.   The beauty of encouragement is that as we encourage our children, we can teach 

them to be encouragers to others. As we build their hearts up with words, we can show them how to do the same for others. 

Encouragement should always be a stream of posi0ve words and ac0ons that flow into and out of our lives.  

GIFTS 2 

Week 1: The gi# of ENCOURAGEMENT 



Week 1 

Barnabas 

Granny sat in her comfy chair in the living room, knitting. Any minute, Alfie and Lola would be 
over for snacks. Granny had a loaf of banana bread cake cooling on a plate next to her. The 
bread cake smelled so delicious that she was tempted to eat a slice before her little ones 
arrived. Just then she heard familiar voices. 

“Hello, little ones,” Granny called, as soon as she spotted Alfie and Lola. 

“Hi Granny” Alfie answered back. 

“OOOO, is that banana bread?” Lola asked, as she walked into the living room. 

“It sure is,” she replied.  

Granny noticed something about Alfie and Lola. They were covered in stickers! Stickers that 
said ‘Good Job!’ and ‘Well Done!’ along with gold stars covered their jumpers, back and front. 

“Wow! Look at all those stickers! Where did they come from?” Granny asked, as she sliced the 
bread.  

“Our Kingsquad leader gave them to us,” Alfie replied. “She was really happy that we’ve been 
learning so much from her stories.” 

 I really liked the one she just told us today!” Lola added. 

“Who was the story about?” Granny asked, just as Alfie took a big bite of banana bread cake. 

“It was about a man named Barnabas. He was a true friend to Saul,” Lola answered. 

Alfie nodded his head with his mouth full of the delicious treat. A few moments later, he 
swallowed and said, “He sure was! First, he told everyone they could trust Saul because God 
had changed his heart.” 

Granny smiled. “I’m sure Saul was glad to have such a true friend.” 

“When Barnabas moved to a new town, he went looking for Saul and brought him to the new 
town so they could be together,” Lola explained. She quietly nibbled at her piece of banana 
bread cake. 

Granny enjoyed listening to their excitement at reciting the story. “Yes” she said “And together 
they taught many people about Jesus and encouraged them to get to know Him. They were 
true friends working together for the Lord.” 

“That gives me an idea,” Alfie said as he quickly turned to Lola.  

“Lola, you and I are true friends, aren’t we?” 

Lola nodded with a happy grin. Alfie said, “Well, maybe you and I can work together for the 
Lord!” 

“That’s a wonderful idea,” Granny replied. She gently patted Alfie’s back. 

“You can tell others the Bible stories that you’ve learnt. As true friends, you can help each 
other love the Lord and love others.” 

Alfie smiled and gave Granny a great, big hug. “Lola, let’s start by saying ‘Well done!’ to our 
Kingsquad leader. She has really enjoyed telling us stories from the Bible.  

Lola got up and gave Granny a hug, too.  

Before they left, Granny cut them each one more slice of banana bread cake and waved 
goodbye from the front door as they went home…smiling. 

She was sure they knew JUST how to encourage others. 



Week 1 

Cut these out and have them sca5ered around the circle so that all can see the prayer. 

“Dear Lord God, 

thank You for giving 

us friends. Help us to 

be a good friend by 

encouraging all our 

friends to know Your 

love. Amen.” 

“Dear Lord God, 

thank You for giving 

us friends. Help us to 

be a good friend by 

encouraging all our 

friends to know Your 

love. Amen.” 

“Dear Lord God, 

thank You for giving 

us friends. Help us to 

be a good friend by 

encouraging all our 

friends to know Your 

love. Amen.” 

“Dear Lord God, 

thank You for giving 

us friends. Help us to 

be a good friend by 

encouraging all our 

friends to know Your 

love. Amen.” 

“Dear Lord God, 

thank You for giving 

us friends. Help us to 

be a good friend by 

encouraging all our 

friends to know Your 

love. Amen.” 

“Dear Lord God, 

thank You for giving 

us friends. Help us to 

be a good friend by 

encouraging all our 

friends to know Your 

love. Amen.” 



Week 1 

Tricky Tasks – Write out each task on an individual piece of paper for the children to read                             
   (Make it legible, don’t write in capitals!) 

 

 

Put a sheet of paper on the floor where no one can jump over it. 

 

Put your left hand where your right hand can’t reach it 

 

Pick up a piece of string and tie a knot without letting go of the ends 

 

Stay under water for five minutes 

 

Leave your pencil where everyone except you can see it. 

 
 
 
 
Solutions 

Put your sheet of paper on the floor right up to the corner in the room. 

 

Put your left hand on your right elbow 

  

 Fold your arms and pick up the string. As you unfold your arms you will tie a 
knot! 

 

Get someone to hold a bottle of water above your head. 

 

Balance your pencil on your head. 

 



Week 1 



      Ac�vi�es:   

Bell Tag: - All bar one player must be blindfolded for this game, so either carry enough blindfolds or trust that  

players will close their eyes and be strict! The un-blindfolded player has a bell and is the shepherd. All other players 

crawl around the floor as sheep. The shepherd has to quietly mingle among them intermi5ently ringing the bell. If a 

sheep successfully touches the leg of the shepherd, he becomes the shepherd and the roles are swapped. Play un0l 

you’ve had enough! 

Sheep in the mud: - Like ‘Stuck in the mud’, but the pursuers are the sheepdogs (for large groups have three dogs) 

and those running around are the sheep. If a dog tags a sheep, they are stuck and can only be released if another 

sheep runs under their outstretched arm. Game finishes when dogs have successfully tagged all sheep indica0ng they 

are all safely in the pen. 

Verse from the Bible: “For it is by God’s grace that you have been saved through faith. It is not the result of your own 

efforts, but God’s gi=...” Ephesians 2 v 8 

Have an area cordoned off that is called the Sheep Pen. This could be a mat or an area of the classroom. The poster 

of the memory verse (see resources) should be visible in the pen. In large spaces the children run around and once 

they’re tagged by the shepherd, they go to the pen to revise the memory verse. In smaller spaces give your children 

numbers and call them out at random to make their way to the pen. When there is only one sheep le= he/she will be 

the lost sheep. The children then need to shout out the memory verse un0l the sheep finds its way back to the pen. 

 Exploring the story:                                 
  

Introduc�on - ‘Gi#s’ – (produce a gi= bag with a 

birthday label or lidded wrapped box with a huge 

ribbon) But this isn’t necessarily the sort of gi=s we 

mean. Let’s look inside the gi= bag/box and see if we 

can find something to help us figure out what this week 

is about: A sheep.  

Story – The Parable of the lost sheep. Tell the story in 

your own words or use the power play in resources.  

Cra# – Sock Sheep Puppet: - Need: old black or white 

socks (perhaps you could ask the children to bring them 

in if prepared in advance); co5on wool balls; goggle 

eyes; glue s0cks; felt pens; scraps of pink, brown , black 

or red felt for the tongue and ears; scissors. There are 

many YouTube clips available if you search for ‘How to 

make a simple sock puppet’ to help you in how to guide 

the children. Only use easy glues, there is no need for 

 glue guns or superglues. 

      Worship: 

 Song – ‘I’ve lost my sheep’ - Postman (search YouTube 

for video) or ‘I just wanna be a sheep’ - Brian Howard; 

or ‘Our God is a Great Big God’ - Vineyard Kids - Great Big God 4 CD 

Reflec�on: - Write the word GRACE on a large piece of 

paper and ask for sugges0ons for what each le5er could 

stand for, linked to grace, e.g. Care. 

Prayer – Use a cuddly sheep or a picture and place it in 

the middle of the prayer circle. Ask the children to think 

about today’s story and to turn to the person beside 

them and pray quietly asking God to care for those who 

 feel lost and do not know Him. 

Applica�on: – The great thing about God is that he’ll welcome us back however far we stray from Him. Some0mes 

you might forget to come to Kingsquad but that’s OK because when you return, we are all so pleased that you’re 

here and God’s pleased too. He’ll always look for you, however far away from Him you go. We all do things wrong 

some0mes but the grace of God means He’s always ready to forgive and forget. 

Please read Luke 15 v 1-7 to start your planning.   We can’t earn grace; it is a gi=, freely given by God. It means that 

however many 0mes we mess up or go away from God, He will always be wai0ng to welcome us back, with loving arms. How 

amazing that, like the shepherd, our God never gives up on us. Even if we feel bad about ourselves, His love for us will never end. 

GIFTS 2 
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Week 2 

The Lost Sheep – Power Play 

 

Many people had gathered to listen to Jesus. There were thin people and fat people, there were happy people and 

miserable people, there were tall people and short people and there were people who thought they were good 

and people who were thought to be not so good! 

The good people stared over at those that they thought were not so good..(the liars, the cheats, the thieves and 

the crooks). Then one ‘good’ person said to Jesus, 

“Jesus, if you are from God and He’s your Father, then WHY are you spending your 0me with those not so good 

people?” 

Jesus replied, “I am here for all people”  

But those who thought they were good s0ll did not understand. 

“Let me tell you a story”, said Jesus and went on to explain. 

There was a shepherd. He had one hundred sheep. He knew each of them by sight. He knew the thin bare sheep, 

the fat woolly sheep, he knew the carefree happy sheep and the grumpy miserable sheep, he knew tall sheep with 

long legs and the short ones with stumpy feet and he knew the black ones and the white ones. 

Every night as the shepherd walked the fields and gathered the sheep into the pen, he would count them.  

One, two, three, four, five, six…ninety seven, ninety eight, ninety nine, one hundred- sheep. The shepherd would 

then sleep very happily.  One night he counted the sheep into their pen, ninety seven, ninety eight, ninety nine one 

hundr….er?! But one hundred sheep were not there, one hundred sheep couldn’t be found. Sheep one hundred 

was MISSING. 

 

“It’s Bramble!”, shouted the shepherd. “My sheep Bramble has gone astray, he’s missing.”  

Li5le Bramble sheep, number one hundred, could not be seen. 

What do you think the shepherd did? 

Did he say “Oh well, I’ve got ninety nine sheep, who cares if one sheep is lost and missing”? 

Of course not. The shepherd cared as much about his missing sheep Bramble as he cared for all the other ninety 

nine sheep. 

And so the shepherd searched and searched and searched. Dawn was nearly breaking and finally, there was 

Bramble the missing sheep. Hidden in the bush and very 0red. The shepherd cheered, the sheep bleated and was 

carried all the way back to the pen to join the ninety nine other sheep. 

The shepherd was so very happy he called out to the people in the village and neighbours. Tonight we will have a 

party for my lost sheep is found!  

 

So, Jesus said to the crowd, 

“Why do I talk to the people that have done the not so good things and bad things? 

Because God is that shepherd and we are all His sheep. Some of us stay in the pen but some wander off, go missing 

and get lost and do not so good things. Someone has to go looking for them and bring them back and when they 

do, God has a great big party in heaven. It’s called the Grace of God.” 

 

ACTIONS 

People    point to lots of Kingsquadders  Jesus   point to the marks on your wrist              

Good   thumbs up     Not so good  thumbs down                                                           

Shepherd  hold crook     Sheep    stroke sheep in arms or say ‘baa’                   

One hundred    repeatedly flash all ten fingers   Missing  one hand over brow and look 



Week 2 
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      Ac�vi�es:   

Funny Feelings: -  You need one pencil, piece of paper and a pillow case with iden0cal items in per team. See list of 

possible items in resources. Divide the group into teams. Tie the necks of the pillow cases with string so the 

contents can’t be seen. Say you will give the teams 60 seconds to feel the bags. A=er this 0me give them a pen and 

paper and tell them how many objects there were inside. They need to write down as many as they can think of. 

The winning team will have the most correct answers. 

Wrists only: -  Use a tennis sized ball for this game. Children sit in a 0ght circle on their knees, they cannot get up 

and cannot move other than twis0ng their upper body.  They must pass a tennis ball around the circle using only 

their wrists. No hands allowed! Anyone geFng up or using their hands is disqualified and has to step out of the 

circle making it harder for the people either side who have to stretch further! 

Making Him Whole Again: -   Divide your children into teams. For each team you will need a large sheet of paper 

and a thick pen or crayon at one end of the hall. On the paper you will have prepared a feint outline of a matchs0ck 

man. The children sit at the other end of the hall in their teams with a dice and a score sheet showing what number 

= what body parts. They take it in turns to throw the dice. Throwing a 6 starts the game and the body of the s0ck 

man can be drawn over in pen, 1 = feet, 2 = hands, 3 = legs, 4 = arms and 5 = head. First team to make the man 

whole again wins. 

 Exploring the story:                                 
  

Introduc�on - ‘Gi#s’ – (produce a gi= bag with a 

birthday label or lidded wrapped box with a huge 

ribbon) But this isn’t necessarily the sort of gi=s we 

mean. Let’s look inside the gi= bag/box and see if we 

can find something to help us figure out what this week 

is about. – Bandages or a small first aid kit. 

Story – Peter & John going to the temple and the lame 

man. You can read this directly from the Bible,          

Acts 3:1-10, or tell the story in your own words. 

Exploring the story – Now that they have heard the 

story, why not get the children to act it out and then 

watch their versions. 

 

 

      Worship: 

 Verse from the Bible: “The disciples travelled , …

preaching the Good News and healing people 

everywhere.” Luke 9 v 6                               

Hide the suitcases (see resources) for teams to find on 

their travels and piece the memory verse together. 

Song – ‘God can do anything’ -  Doug Horley  - Chuffed CD 

 

 

 

 

Prayer – Beds & Plasters – Have an enlarged picture of a 

bed and laminate it – preferably A3 size or if A4 make 

two.  Take some plasters that the children can write on.  

Ask them to think about someone they know that they 

would love to be healed and get be5er. They can then 

add their name to the plaster and s0ck it on the bed. 

Applica�on: –  Peter & John didn’t have what this man THOUGHT he needed. Instead they had what he didn’t have 

and that was the gi= of the Holy Spirit…he was healed. What a way to find out about the love and power of God!  

Once we accept the Holy Spirit as our friend and guide then we can call on him at any 0me. Things we feel are 

impossible may just become easier to figure out and achieve once we have the Holy Spirit to help us. 

Please read Acts 3 v 1-10 to start your planning.  Our almighty God is always there for us and we can trust Him when we 

need extra strength, love, faith, help and support. Through faith and the gi= of the Holy Spirit, Peter and John were able to carry 

on the work of Jesus on earth and heal the paralysed man.  

GIFTS 2 
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Week 3 

Funny Feelings - Activity  

 

Things to pack in the pillow case – remember you need 
duplicate items for both teams. 

 

toothbrush 

comb 

pencil 

tennis ball 

ping-pong ball 

marble 

pine cone 

clothes peg 

battery 

empty coke can / bottle 

carrot 

teaspoon 

cork 

uncooked packet of  Jelly 

watch 

wooden spoon 

toilet roll 



Week 3 

 

 

 



      Ac�vi�es:   

House Fire: – put children in groups of 3 so as to help each other out. Give each child 2 slips of paper. Say to them 

“There’s a fire at your house - on one slip of paper write down the one thing you want to save and on the other slip 

you say WHY you have saved that item.” e.g. ‘my dog – because he’s good company’ or ‘my computer – because my 

games are on it’.  Then each slip is collected into a box from every child. You need a box for the slips that are saying 

what has been saved and a box for the slips that say why it has been saved. Once all slips have been collected a 

leader will pick out a slip from each box at random and read it out…you will have a few giggles with the 

mismatching!  Read them all out in this way. 

Triangle Tag: – Split the children into 4’s. For each 4 choose a tagger and one child to be shielded. The shielded child 

holds hands with the other two children to create a triangle. The tagger has to tag the shielded child whilst the 

other two children try and protect him/her.  Swap over roles once the tag has happened. 

Who’s le# holding the baby? : – You need two balls and the picture of the baby (see resources). Create a SAFE BASE 

(a mat or chair) on the edge of the hall. Stand the children in the middle of the hall in a circle facing in. Give random 

children a ball or the baby picture to hold. The balls are passed around the circle from player to player in opposite 

direc0ons. The baby is also handed around the circle. So all three items, are going around the circle at different 

speeds and in different direc0ons. When the leader shouts ‘Solomon’s coming’ the person holding the baby has to 

run to the safe base and the two holding the ball need to try and catch him/her before s/he gets there. Play again. 

 Exploring the story:                                 
  

Introduc�on - ‘Gi#s’ – (produce a gi= bag with a 

birthday label or lidded wrapped box with a huge 

ribbon) But this isn’t necessarily the sort of gi=s we 

mean. Let’s look inside the gi= bag/box and see if we 

can find something to help us figure out what this week 

is about. – The Wisdom Box (You will need to create 

this, e.g. covered shoe box with a slot in the top)  

Story – Solomon’s Wisdom – see resources for story or 

tell it in your own words (Tip - don’t refer to their profession). 

1Kings 3 v 4-28 

 

 

Verse from the Bible: “So give me wisdom…and to 

know the difference between good and evil.”                   

1 Kings 3 v 9a 

Make a sword and add the Memory Verse S0cker  – see 

resources. 

      Worship: 
   

Song – ‘I will walk (Captain of my soul)’ - Dave Cooke, Judy 

Mackenzie-Dunn                                                                                

or                                                                                         

‘Every move I make’ - Spring Harvest - Kids Praise:                               

                  We wanna be like Jesus CD  
 

Reflec�on: - The Wisdom Box.  On a piece of paper ask the 

children to tell God about something that worries, confuses, 

and troubles them. Ask them to spend a moment alone 

wri0ng this down, and then ask them to fold it up securely 

and place it in the WISDOM box.  

 

Prayer – Sit around the wisdom box in a circle. Make 

sure every child has their sword with them that they 

made in the cra=.  Ask a willing child to pray for wisdom 

for these worries and troubles on behalf of the group. 

Then each child raises their sword and shouts out the 

memory verse before saying the Kingsquad AMEN. 

Applica�on: –  In our story Solomon only asked God for wisdom and pre5y soon was in a posi0on where only 

wisdom was going to solve the problem.  Asking God for help in situa0ons is right and good. But God gave us the 

ability to think for ourselves and work things out. We don’t always have to say ‘Here’s my problem – now you sort it’ 

be5er that we say ‘Here’s my problem – please give me the wisdom to know how to work it out for myself’.  

Please read 1Kings 3 v 4-28 to start your planning.   With wisdom we wait, listen, take things in, keep quiet when you 

need to and speak when it is right to do so. Only fools rush in! God was delighted that out of all the things Solomon could have 

asked for, he chose wisdom.  We all need wisdom and understanding when dealing with others. 
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Week 4 

The King that knew to be WISE with his prayers! 

 

King David died.  And so his son Solomon was crowned the new King. Times were hard, ba5les were 

plenty and people were disobedient, SO what do you think was the first thing he chose to do as soon as 

the crown of the King had been placed on his head?  (get the children to give you their ideas) 

NO! (or YES! if someone gives the correct answer) 

The very first thing Solomon did was to get down on his knees and pray to God. 

“Good for you” God said to Solomon.  “Now what would you like me to give you?” 

Put your hand up – What do you think Solomon asked for… 

 

A long life?  Victory in ba5le?  Loads of money?  A beau0ful wife?... 

 

No – none of those. 

The only thing that Solomon asked for was WISDOM! 

Solomon knew his task to rule over his people was going to be difficult and he wanted to do the best job 

so he asked God for wisdom so that he could make the best decisions. That’s all? 

Well God was so pleased with Solomon that he agreed and on top of which said he would bless Solomon 

with all the other things too! 

And as it goes, it was not long before Solomon’s wisdom was tested! 

 

One day two women arrived at the palace shou0ng and crying and screaming. 

“Enough”, said Solomon as he no0ced that one woman was clutching a baby close to her.  

“Enough of all this”, Solomon shouted louder. “Tell me what is going on here.” 

“SHE STOLE MY BABY”, screamed one woman.  “Her baby has died and now she’s stolen mine.” 

“THAT’S A LIE”, shouted the woman holding the baby. 

Solomon stood between the two angry women and took hold of the baby. 

 

How was he going to se5le this?  I’ll tell you the wisdom he used to decide this ma5er. 

 

“I will take this baby and I will raise my sword and I will cut it straight through the middle and you can 

each have half a child”, commanded King Solomon. The woman clutching the baby nodded in agreement. 

But before King Solomon had even a chance to reach for his sword, the first woman cried out “STOP!” 

“No”, she said, “‘He’s my baby, but I’d rather she kept him and watch her raise him rather than have him 

harmed by your sword.” 

 

Well, straight away Solomon knew his plan had worked. He would not have harmed the child but he now 

knew who the real mother was.  

 

“This is the true mother; a mother who would watch her child raised by another, rather than be harmed”.  

Solomon handed the baby to the righUul mother as she smiled and wept and hugged her child… and the 

people cheered and clapped and praised God that they had a kind, a good and a WISE King. 



Week 4 

Provide the children with scissors, 

tape, cardboard, silver foil/silver 

paper, cardboard boxes (to break 

up and use the strong card). Ask 

them to be crea0ve in making their 

sword. Then add the memory 

verse s0cker to the sword. Each 

child will need one for later for the 

prayer ac0vity. 

Cra=y ac0vity  - Gi= of Wisdom 

Cut out the baby picture, (colour if you wish) and laminate  ready for the                     

‘Who’s le= holding the baby?’ game. 



      Ac�vi�es:   

Grave Clothes: – Divide your Kingsquad into teams of 4/5 children max.  Give each group a toilet roll and tell them 

you will give them 120 seconds to make a mummy of one of the team. Judge it on the most securely wrapped. 

Wink Resurrec�on: – The same as ‘Wink Murder’ but when a player is winked at they jump up and say “I’M ALIVE.” 

‘Jesus says’: – ask the children to mime.  Make all the ac0ons posi0ve things like: Jesus says - read your Bible; make 

friends with people; wash up for your mum; hoover your bedroom; care for animals. The things that you say when 

you don’t say ‘Jesus says’ could be more nega0ve like ‘moan at your li5le brother/sister’. Save ‘Jesus says - walk out 

of the grave’ as the last ac0on!  

 Exploring the story:                                   

Introduc�on - ‘Gi#s’ – (produce a gi= bag with a 

birthday label or lidded wrapped box with a huge 

ribbon) But this isn’t necessarily the sort of gi=s we 

mean. Let’s look inside the gi= bag/box and see if we 

can find something to help us figure out what this week 

is about. – A packet or a box of 7ssues.  

Story – Lazarus – Jesus Wept. Tell John 11 in your way or 

see resources for the news report.  

Verse from the Bible: “Who shall separate us from the 

love of Christ?” Romans 8 v 35a (NIV).                      

Teach the children this memory verse and then line 

them up at the far end of the hall. Ask them to take 3 

steps forward and shout the memory verse, then three 

steps forward and say the memory verse…as they get 

nearer to you they can be whispering the verse un0l 

they’re right on top of you. NOTHING CAN SEPARATE 

US FROM THE LOVE OF CHRIST. 

Cra# – Knot to worry  Children to make paper knots 

with memory verse inside. Prepare by cuFng shiny gi= 

wrap pieces 45cm x 10cm in size and one for each child. 

Ask children to write the memory verse on the inside 

(white side) of the paper. Show how to fold the paper 

in half.  Fold both sides down (see diagram to right --->) 

then turn over tucking one side in to make a knot.  

 Pull and 0e GENTLY!! 

      Worship: 
   

Song –  

‘God’s love is big’ - Vineyard UK - Great Big God (God's Love Is Big) CD  

 

Reflec�on: - Have some pictures printed off that show 

needy situa0ons. Homeless people, sick and dying 

people, lonely child in the playground, a lost child, 

Chris0ans who are imprisoned. Lay them out and talk in 

a group as to ways that we can help these people? Can 

we always directly help? If not what else can we do to 

show our love for what appears to be an impossible 

situa0on? (PRAY) 

 

Prayer – Ask volunteers to pick up the pictures and each 

pray a short prayer into that situa0on. Finish with a 

whisper rolling ‘Amen’.  

Applica�on: – In the story we see Jesus’ love for Lazarus, Mary and Martha.  Jesus was sad about their situa0on and 

cried.  He was showing love through his sorrow and tears and because of his great love, through a miracle he raised 

his friend from the dead.  In songs, programmes and stories we hear people saying ‘I’d die for you as I love you so 

much’. I wonder if this is always the case. We know there are Chris0ans all over the world that give their lives to 

fight for and s0ck up for what they believe in. We may not be required to give up our lives, but would we s0ck up for 

what is right every 0me? Does this show our passion and love for the world and the people in it? God wants us to 

have loving hearts like Jesus. 

Please read John 11 to start your planning.    In the story we see Jesus’ love for Lazarus, Mary and Martha.  Jesus was 

God on earth but feeling pain and sadness just as we do. Love is about caring for our world and everyone in it.  Showing care and 

a5en0on is loving as Jesus does. 
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Week 5 
Lazarus – News Report       John 11  

Choose to either read from the Bible or use this script to tell the story. Use three children or three leaders or a mix to tell the 

story using this News Report.                                                             Characters  1) News Reader     2) Roving Reporter     3) Jesus 

 

Reader:  Good a=ernoon. On today’s Holy Updates - We have news from Jerusalem that Jesus has performed his 

most amazing miracle yet. It is reported that Jesus visited the home of one of his closest friends Lazarus, having 

received the worrying news that Lazarus had fallen gravely ill. 

We have reports, that in fact by the 0me Jesus arrived at the sleepy quiet town of Bethany, things were worse than 

first thought.  We go over now live to Bethany to hear from our loca0on reporter (Name) 

Tell us (name). What is the current situa0on in Bethany? 
 

Reporter:  Hello (name). Yes thank you.  As you rightly said Jesus has visited the family home of Lazarus where he 

lives with his sisters Mary and Martha.  It is believed that in fact Jesus learnt of Lazarus illness some days ago but 

did NOT make it in 0me to Bethany.  Sadly by the 0me Jesus reached the family home, Lazarus had already passed 

away. 
 

Reader:  Do I understand this correctly? The reports we’ve received are wrong and Lazarus is in fact dead? 
 

Reporter:  I can report that Lazarus was dead. However this is the miracle being reported. At this moment there is 

too much going on at the family home and we are not geFng to see or speak to any of the members of the family, 

nor Jesus himself.  However we have managed to speak to several eyewitnesses and their accounts tell us what 

happened when Jesus arrived. 
 

Reader:  Can you please enlighten us as to what those accounts were? 
 

Reporter:  Indeed yes. Since arriving here many witnesses have told us that Jesus arrived and Martha was so very 

distraught that her brother had passed away. Witnesses heard Martha screaming and shou0ng that if Jesus had 

arrived earlier He would have been able to save Lazarus. 

Other witnesses say they saw both Mary and Martha in tears with Jesus and they watched Jesus asking them 

ques0ons. One witness followed them to a cave where Lazarus had been buried.  This same guy from the village 

who had indeed seen Lazarus’ dead body only days before then watched in amazement as Lazarus WALKED OUT of 

the grave!    This witness also tells us he was s0ll wrapped in his grave clothes. 
 

Reader:  This is indeed a story of an amazing miracle. Are we to worry about the powers of this man Jesus? 
 

Reporter:  There are whispers that some of the villagers and townsfolk are worried about this man Jesus. They are 

concerned that His powers may be dangerous. Some want to get him out of town, and I fear that some have more 

sinister thoughts. The authori0es are aware. 

Can I just break here – the door to the house is opening and Jesus and Lazarus are emerging from the house, the 

crowd is cheering. Lazarus is looking in every way how a fit and healthy man should look. I’m going to try and speak 

with Jesus. “Jesus …Jesus…Holy News here, Jesus, can we have an interview?” 
 

Jesus:  Please do not make so much fuss. Lazarus is my friend and I did what my Father God has given me the 

power to do. 
 

Reporter:  Can you tell me what it was you said to Mary & Martha when you arrived? 
 

Jesus:  I simply said that even though their brother had died, he would live again and I asked them if they believed 

this. They both trusted and believed it could be, so I went to the grave, prayed to my Father for his love and help 

and called Lazarus out. My Father sent me to give life. 
 

Reporter:  What a miracle, an amazing day here, repor0ng from Bethany. Back to you at the studio. 
 

Reader:  Thank you (name). Worries are growing for the safety of Jesus due to the rumours and fears surrounding 

local towns and villages. More on this news as it develops. 

For now, that’s all from the Holy News. I’m (name) Goodnight/bye 



      Ac�vi�es:   

Chariot race: – Ask the children to collect their chariots and sit in their teams at one end of the hall, one behind the 

other. Stretch out the chariot the full 3m length of string in front of each player siFng first in the team line. Make 

sure teams are equal sizes or some may have to take two turns. On the word ‘go’ the front person is to reel in their 

chariot. Winner scores a point. All front players go to the back of the line and the no. 2’s then have their go. 

Dry bap�sm: – you need: 2 plas0c cups; two larger vessels (ice cream tub or saucepan); two buckets. Children sit in 

two teams, two lines one behind the other. A leader sits on chairs at the beginning of each line and with a bucket of 

water beside them. On the word ‘go’ the leader will fill a plas0c cup with water and pass it to the child at the front 

who then passes it backward. Each child passes the cup of water over their head to the next child. When the child at 

the end receives it, they pour the water into the larger vessel and start passing it back up the line. Once that reaches 

the leader, they will pour the water back in the bucket. This determines the team winner...SO LONG AS EVERYONE 

HAS REMAINED DRY! 

Conversion Hockey: – you need: a rolled up/taped newspaper per child; a blown up balloon; 4 markers to mark the 

goals. Place your goals at either end of the playing space. Divide the group into two teams. Equip each player with a 

newspaper hockey s0ck. Tell them they have three minutes to play each way. The team with the highest score wins. 

Take note of who the be5er players are and when you blow the whistle tell them to join the losing team.          

 Ignore cries of unfair. The losing team should now win as they have more players! 

 Exploring the story:                                   

Introduc�on - ‘Gi#s’ – (produce a gi= bag with a 

birthday label or lidded wrapped box with a huge 

ribbon) But this isn’t necessarily the sort of gi=s we 

mean. Let’s look inside the gi= bag/box and see if we 

can find something to help us figure out what this week 

is about. – Instruc7on Manual – it helps you to learn 

about something – just as in the story someone is 

helping another to understand and learn. 

Story – Philip and the Ethiopian – see power-play in 

resources.  

Exploring the story – Let’s just think about the story. If 

you had been reading the same passage from the book 

of Isaiah as the Ethiopian man, would you have realised 

who it was talking about? This book was wri5en 

hundreds of years before Jesus was born. God used 

people to tell His messages and to teach the people 

right from wrong. They were known as Prophets. In this 

instance he used Isaiah to tell them what was to come 

in the future… a Messiah, who would change and save 

 the people, but who would die because of it. 

      Worship: 

  Song – ‘So glad ’ - Great Big God 4  CD   

or  ‘Great, Great, Brill, Brill’ (Whoopah Wahey CD) 

Verse from the Bible: “The Lord has given us eyes to see 

with and ears to listen with.” Proverbs 20 v 12 

Make some simple cardboard band headgear or acquire 

some Alice bands and add the ears (see resources). Ask 

the relevant number of children to wear them and get 

themselves in the correct order. Read it all out together. 

Reflec�on: (See resources) Ask the children to lie down in 

their own space for an ‘I 

wonder’ 0me.  

Prayer – Give out the ears to 

children, maybe to those 

who didn’t get to wear them 

for the memory verse. Ask 

the children to pray for the 

group. The subject being 

‘thanks for our teachers and 

help us to listen and learn’.  

Applica�on: –  Philip taught the Ethiopian as he had witnessed Jesus teaching before. Jesus was a gi=ed teacher – 

He knew how to speak to a small or a large group of people. Jesus knew how to make things easier for people to 

understand by telling his stories (parables). Teaching is a gi=. We are all given gi=s and talents. Think about yours – 

what has God gi=ed you with? Do any of you consider the possibility of teaching when you’re older? What quali0es 

do you think you need to be a teacher? Could you tell others about Jesus? 

Please read Acts 8 v 26-40 to start your planning.   By explaining the Bible text to the Ethiopian, Philip changed the 

man’s life for ever. Some0mes we need others to help us understand what’s going on around us and some0mes we can help 

others to know more about God. Jesus can help us to become teachers of His Word, just as Philip was. 

GIFTS 2 

Week 6: The gi# of TEACHING 



Week 6 

Philip meets the man from Ethiopia 

 

This is a power-play but allow the children to do their ac0ons siFng down. 

ACTIONS Choose as many or as few as you think your club can manage 

 

Angel – Flap wings       Philip – Praying hands 

Ethiopian Man – Point in the distance   Chariot – Rock from side to side 

God – Point up       Bible – open book 

Good News – Thumbs up     Jesus – Point to holes in wrists 

Bap�sed – Hold nose and say “glug, glug, glug” 

 

An Angel spoke to Philip, “Go to the road that goes from Jerusalem to Gaza”. 

So Philip did as the Angel had said and went. 

An Ethiopian man, who had an important role looking a=er all the finances of the Queen of Ethiopia, was travelling 

in his chariot on his way home.  He had been to Jerusalem to worship God. As he sat in his chariot the Ethiopian 

man was reading from the book of Isaiah in the Bible. 

God said to Philip, “Go close to the chariot.” 

 

As Philip got close to the chariot he could hear the Ethiopian Man reading the Bible out loud.  

Philip asked, “Do you know what you are reading?” 

The Ethiopian man said, “How can I if no one explains it to me?” 

And with that he invited Philip into the chariot to explain what it was he was reading in the Bible.   

The passage that the Ethiopian man was reading from the Bible said this: 

 

(Read by another leader as though a narrator) 

 

“He was like a sheep that is taken to be slaughtered, 

like a lamb that makes no sound when its wool is cut off. 

He did not say a word. 

He was humiliated and justice was denied him. 

No one will be able to tell about his descendants, 

because his life on earth has come to an end.” 

 

The Ethiopian man asked Philip, “Who is it that is wri5en about?” 

 

This gave Philip the opportunity to tell the Ethiopian man all about The Good News and about Jesus. 

As they travelled down the road in the chariot they no0ced a stretch of water. The Ethiopian man called for the 

chariot to be stopped. He asked Philip if he could be bap�sed in the name of Jesus. Philip bap�sed the Ethiopian 

man and immediately the Ethiopian man came out of the water Philip was taken to another place by God. 

 

The Ethiopian man got back in his chariot and went on his way full of joy that he’d been bap�sed and wan0ng to 

share the Good News about Jesus. 



Week 6 

Chariot Building Cra= 

 

For each team you will need a small cardboard box with a 3m piece of string a5ached to one end and a cardboard roll or thick 

s0ck at the other end of the string  - as in picture 

Reflec0on - I WONDER  

 

When the children are quiet read these I WONDER questions and thoughts.. 

 

Think now about the Conversion Hockey game we played earlier… 

 

How do you think the team felt about losing or gaining talented players? 

 

Some players went to the other side – so were these players converted? 

 

Conversion is about ‘changing sides’, I wonder - did this happen to the 
Ethiopian man? 

 

I wonder what he was thinking when he decided to be baptised? 

 

I wonder if  when we hear God’s stories and messages wewewewe change? 

 

I wonder howhowhowhow we change? 



Week 6 
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