
CHRONIC 
WASTING 
DISEASE: 

A Growing Threat

I M P O RTA N T  I N FO R M AT I O N  

For more information, please visit  
www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/diseases/cwd

  
HISTORY OF CWD

WHERE HAS CWD BEEN FOUND?

• As of September 2018, CWD has been found in 
cervids in 25 states, four Canadian Provinces, 
and two European countries.

• In Virginia, CWD has been detected in  
Frederick and Shenandoah Counties. It has  
also been found in nearby Maryland, West 
Virginia, and Pennsylvania.

WHAT DOES AN INFECTED  
DEER LOOK LIKE?

Deer do not typically display clinical signs when  
first infected, but once the disease has been 

present in their system 
for a while (sometimes 
longer than a  year after 
the initial exposure), the 
deer may become thin, 
lose their fear of humans, 
exhibit a wide-base 
stance, drool excessively, 
and/or exhibit a 
drooping head and ears.
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What you do really 
matters.

DGIF can’t stop the spread of Chronic Wasting 
Disease alone. We need the help and cooperation 

of all of Virginia’s hunters and wildlife 
enthusiasts. Please follow the regulations and 

recommendations provided within and spread the 
word about CWD.  The health of future Virginia 

deer populations may depend on it. Thank you!

Photo Credit: Wisconsin Dept. of 
Natural Resources & CWD Alliance

Please  report 
any deer or 

elk displaying 
symptoms of 
CWD to the 

DGIF Wildlife 
Conflict  

Helpline at:

1-855-571-9003
For more information on CWD,  

please visit cwd-info.org.



Your Responsibility  
& the Law

Since the disease can have such negative long-term 
impacts on deer populations,  proper procedures 
for the testing, importing, and disposing of deer 
carcasses are more important than ever.
• Deer harvested in the 

Containment Area (see 
opposite side) on the 
first two Saturdays of 
regular firearms season 
must be brought to 
a CWD station for 
sample collection. 
Sample drop points are 
also available in the 
CA for CWD testing 
throughout the entire 
deer season.

• Don’t discard leftover 
deer parts on the 
landscape! Infected carcasses can contaminate the 
environment and expose healthy deer. Leftover parts 
of a deer should be buried, double-bagged and placed 
in a trash receptacle, or discarded at a landfill or 
compactor site.

• As of September, 2018, whole carcasses cannot be 
imported into Virginia from any enclosure in North 
America intended for deer or elk from the following 
states/provinces: Alberta, AR, CO, IL, IA, KS, MD 
(Alleghany and Washington Counties only), MI, MN, 
MO, MN, MS, NE, NM, NY, ND, OH, OK, PA, Quebec, 
Saskatchewan, SD, TX, UT, WV (Hampshire, Hardy, 
Morgan, Beckley, and Mineral Counties only), WI, WY. 
See www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/diseases/cwd 
for an up-to-date list.

• An abundance of deer on the landscape makes it 
easier for the disease to spread, so keep hunting!

 How DGIF is Getting 
Involved 

Since prevention is the best option for this disease, 
Virginia’s best bet for combating CWD is education 
and best management practices in the field. To this 
effect, and to help prevent the spread of this disease 
outside of Frederick and Shenandoah Counties, 
DGIF has enacted the following regulations:

CWD  REGULATIONS

• Prohibited the importation of high-risk  
carcass parts from all states and provinces where 
CWD has been detected.

• Prohibited the use of natural deer urine lures  
and baits.

• Prohibited feeding deer year-round in the  
CA to minimize interactions between sick and 
healthy deer.

• Restricted movements and enhanced monitoring 
of captive cervids (e.g., zoos, research facilities).

• Liberalized hunting in the CA to decrease deer 
densities.

What is Chronic 
Wasting Disease?

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a central nervous 
system disease that affects cervids (deer, moose, 
and elk). It is an infectious disease that is 100% fatal to 
affected animals, with no known treatment or vaccine. 
The best ways  to prevent the disease from being 
moved to new locations is to minimize or eliminate 
the movement of live captive cervids and their body 
fluids, restrict the importation of whole deer carcasses, 
and prevent the mixing of healthy and potentially 
sick animals at feeding or mineral lick sites. CWD 
is a serious disease that has the potential to cause 
significant negative long-term population impacts.

WHAT CAUSES IT?
Chronic Wasting Disease is caused by an abnormal 
protein called a prion, which is different from a 
bacteria, virus, or parasite. These abnormal proteins 
accumulate in the brain of infected animals and cause 
small holes to form, eventually leading to death. 
Prions can survive for years in the environment.

HOW IS IT SPREAD?
Chronic Wasting Disease is spread in many different 
ways, including:

•  Saliva, nasal discharge, urine, & feces.
•  Direct contact between sick and healthy deer.

•  Indirect spread through soil, feed, or any surface 
contaminated with infected bodily fluids.

For a map of CWD check points 
and refrigerated drop boxes,  
visit www.dgif.virginia.gov/

wildlife/diseases/cwd

Call the Wildlife Conflict Helpline (1-855-571-9003) if you see a sick deer that may have CWD. 


