
Most of the activity undertaken by Growth Partnership is behind 
the scenes, and often confidential. That sometimes leads people 
to wonder if we’re really doing anything to help advance economic 
and community development. We are! Here’s a snapshot of Growth 
Partnership’s activities through three quarters of 2017.

The expansion projects represent an investment of $114,150,000 
(including equipment) and the creation of 127 permanent jobs. 
Additionally, because of these projects supported 990 construction 
jobs, 250 indirect construction jobs, and 80 other indirect jobs.

The business attraction projects represent a $425,000,000  
investment and the creation of 130 permanent jobs.  Additionally, 2,300 

construction jobs,  600 indirect construction jobs, and 250  other indirect 
jobs were supported because of these projects.

6 EXPANSION  
PROJECTS 

2 ATTRACTION  
PROJECTS 

45 BUSINESS  
SUPPORT SERVICES 

The annual Best of the County celebration shone a spotlight  
on businesses, agencies and individuals who make a positive  
impact on Ashtabula County.
Before the awards were given, Jim Tressel, president of Youngstown State University  
presented the keynote address. In addition to anecdotes about his time as head  
football coach at The Ohio State University, Tressel talked about how important it  
is for education, government and businesses to collaborate. He also spoke of the 
four “boxes” that each person must be able to check off: 

• Feel good about your level of connectedness  
 with other people and who you work with. 

• Know what your role as an individual is  
 and have some autonomy. 

• Feel good about how you feel.

• Have the right perspective and know  
 what is most important to you.

In addition to rail, interstate roadways, water and land, Ashtabula County will soon have 
new natural gas pipeline to add to its arsenal of economic development tools.

RH energytran, a company based in Erie, Pennsylvania, is building an estimated 28 miles of 
new 12-inch pipe that will enter Ashtabula County in Conneaut and end in North Kingsville.

An inadequate supply of natural gas has hindered economic development in Ashtabula 
County in the past, both for existing businesses looking to expand and for businesses 
looking to locate in the county.

The company is committed to having as little impact on the environment as possible. The 
pipe will be between three-and-one-half and four feet below ground.

An open house was held on Dec. 5th to introduce the project to the public and allow 
for questions. Click on the video at left to watch the news story which aired on the NBC 
affiliate in Erie, PA.

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT IS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

GROWTH PARTNERSHIP RECOGNIZES 
BEST OF ASHTABULA COUNTY

CAREER AWARENESS DAY
For the fifth year, Growth Partnership  
participated alongside Kent State University 
at Ashtabula and A-tech Career Readiness to 
introduce over 1,000 seventh graders from 
throughout the county to the careers available 
at 21 businesses and organizations.  

Each student spends 15 minutes with five 
organizations, representing manufacturing, 
agriculture, health and social services. In 
addition to learning about the wide variety  
of jobs available in Ashtabula County, the  
students also learn about the skills and 
schooling needed for success in those jobs. 
The goal is to make students aware – at 
a young age – of the many opportunities 
available to them in their communities so they 
do not automatically plan to leave the county 
following high school or college.

GAZETTE SERIES
Perception is reality. Knowledge is power.  
These two clichés collide in Ashtabula 
County. There is a perception that there 
are not good-paying, fulfilling jobs/careers 
in Ashtabula County. An initiative between 
Growth Partnership and Gazette News aims 
to change that. A series of news articles was 
launched the week of November 27th that will 
highlight the many high-quality job openings 
that are currently available in Ashtabula C 
ounty across various industries.  The core 
goal of the articles is to let the public know 
that there are great opportunities right here  
in Ashtabula County.

MARKETING CAMPAIGN  
TO COMMUTERS 

As important as it is for the next generation 
of employees to know what’s available in 
Ashtabula County, it is equally important that 
adults who live in the county to have that 
information, too – especially those who travel 
out of the county every day for work. 

Members of Growth Partnership’s workforce 
development committee developed a billboard 
that highlights the industries that make up 
Ashtabula County’s economy. Billboards were 
placed along highly-traveled commuter routes, 
including I-90 and Route 11. It is hoped that 
the billboards will reinforce that residents do 
not have to drive to Mentor, Cleveland, Erie or 
Youngstown to find good-paying, high-quality 
jobs. They can find them here.

Workforce development is a key priority for Growth Partnership. Without a trained 
workforce, economic development becomes stifled. Three initiatives in 2017 highlight 

Growth Partnership’s commitment to workforce development.

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT 
SPURS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

W I N T E R  I S S U E  •  2 0 1 8

GROWTH PARTNERSHIP IN ACTION!

Jim Tressel, president 
of Youngstown State 
University presented 

the keynote address at 
our annual Best of the 

County celebration.  
READ ON FOR DETAILS!

CLICK HERE to Watch!

GEORGE H. KAULL AWARD FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP: Steve Schoneman of Schoneman, Inc
COMMUNITY VITALITY AWARD: Ashtabula County Land Reutilization Corporation
WORKFORCE INNOVATION AWARD: UH-Geneva Medical Center 
MANUFACTURING BUSINESS GROWTH & INNOVATION AWARD: Lake City Plating 
SERVICE BUSINESS GROWTH & INNOVATION AWARD: Kent State University at Ashtabula 
YOUNG ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LEADER AWARD: Charlie Borsukoff 
PRESIDENT’S AWARD: HAVE, Inc.

THE 2017  
BEST OF  

ASHTABULA  
COUNTY  

RECIPIENTS:

https://twitter.com/gpashtabula

https://www.ashtabulagrowth.com

https://www.facebook.com/GrowthPartnershipAshtabulaCounty/

http://www.erienewsnow.com/story/37002855/proposed-87-million-
natural-gas-pipeline-on-schedule-for-erie-ashtabula-counties

http://www.erienewsnow.com/story/37002855/proposed-87-million-natural-gas-pipeline-on-schedule-for-erie-ashtabula-counties
https://www.facebook.com/GrowthPartnershipAshtabulaCounty/
https://twitter.com/gpashtabula
https://www.ashtabulagrowth.com

