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Equipment- Thank you!!

Students are  expected to have the following basic equipment with them in school every day. 

- Pen 
- Pencil 
- Green pen 
- Ruler
- Calculator 
- Compass 
- Protractor 
- Whiteboard pen 
- Glue stick (optional)

To help prepare students for their examinations it is advised that this equipment is in a clear pencil case. 



Setting 

• Students taught in House Panels with 3 classes for most subjects

• Students are only set by ability in Maths, English and Science

• First half term -  setting review with Heads of Department then 
review in department throughout the year. 

Nationalised Data 
KS2  

Internal 
Assessment and 

Teachers 
Assessment 

Information from 
Feeder schools 



How do I know how my son/daughter is 
getting on? 

For the remaining 3 progress checks you will 
receive two grades:

• Expected fine grade e.g. 5-, 5 or 5+ 

• Current fine grade

 
And a behaviour for learning and homework 
grade E, M or I

Students also receive two target grades
• Aspirational target grade
• Minimum expected grade 

There are 4 progress checks each year

1st Progress Check October Half Term

This will be a behaviour for learning 

grade only 

E - Exceeding expectations
M - Meeting expectations
I – Improvement needed



Progress check timeline

Autumn Autumn Spring Spring Summer Summer 

Year 9 2019-2020

Progress 
Check 1

Progress 
Check 2

Progress 
Check 3

Progress 
Check 4



The progress check will also 
provide the following data 

● Attendance- authorised 
and unauthorised 
absences

● Achievement or House 
Points

● Behaviour Points 

Any questions please contact 
your son/daughters tutor 

Progress Check



 Timeline

Autumn Autumn Spring Spring Summer Summer 

Year 9 2019-2020

Progress 
Check 1

Progress 
Check 2

Progress 
Check 3

Progress 
Check 4

Parents 
Evening

Options 
Evening



How will my son/daughters work be 
marked? 



What is GRIT? 



Welcome
2 GCSEs

English Language and English Literature

Ambition 

Credible 

Peered

Flaunt

Sole 

Secluded 

Baize Fortune 

Elm 



Preparation 

English Language English Literature

Speeches throughout history 19th Century novel

Travel writing Shakespeare explored

Real news Short stories

Victorian non-fiction Texts from the Gothic

Your world issues 19th Century characterisation

Creative writing Poetry 



GCSE set texts

• An Inspector Calls

• Macbeth

• A Christmas Carol 

Will be available to 
buy – a letter will be 
sent home soon.

Poetry Anthology 
will be provided 

There are no set texts 
for Language 



Help at home
• A space and time to work 

• Equipment

• Support KO quizzing

• GCSE pod for support

• Further reading

• Pod casts

• Encourage reading 

• An online poll of over four thousand people revealed 
that regular readers for pleasure reported fewer feelings 
of stress and depression than non-readers, and stronger 
feelings of relaxation from reading than from watching 
television or engaging with technology intensive 
activities. 

• Studies have shown that those who read for pleasure 
have higher levels of self-esteem and a greater ability to 
cope with difficult situations. Reading for pleasure was 
also associated with better sleeping patterns. 

• Higher literacy skills are associated with a range of 
positive societal benefits, including having a stronger 
sense of belonging to society and being more likely to 
trust others. 

• Studies have found that reading for pleasure enhances 
empathy, understanding of the self, and the ability to 
understand one's own and others' identities.



Input Event Here



Teaching and Learning 

Exploration Explanation Practice
Making connections

Communicating mathematically
Reasoning
Justifying

Independent working
Consolidation

Application



Maths Curriculum

Edexcel Exam Board



Key Questions

Assessment and Feedback



Assessments

Assessment and Feedback

Each assessment is designed to build on previous knowledge.



What resources are available? 

Maths Watch



What resources are available? 

PiXL Maths App



How can parents help? 

Go through exercise books
Look out for Key Questions and Assessment Feedback sheets – are they trying to improve?

Check for homework
Exercises, activities, revision, longer investigations - watch Maths Watch clips together.

Work on numeracy skills
Can they multiply? Divide? Do they know their number properties? 

Help them to remember the formulae
E.g. Area, Trigonometry – these are no longer given in the exam!



How can parents help? 

Develop GRIT in Maths

“I was never any good at Maths when I 
was at school”



Maths Workshop 
Every Tuesday 3.30 to 4.30 – revision, homework support, extra practice.

Competitions
UKMT Maths Challenge

House Competitions 

University of Southampton Cipher Challenge

Extra Maths?



Science

•Investigation skills– bridging the gap

•GCSE content – starts after half term



What we cover 
Biology Chemistry Physics

Microscopes and cells States of matter Electricity

Enzymes Atomic structure Fields

Transport in plants Periodic table Kinetic theory

Diffusion Acids Springs

Respiration metals

Health and disease



What a lesson looks like

At the end of every 
lesson students can 

identify the level 
they can work out 

Tiered objectives 
and key words for 

every lesson



Required practicals 
Triple – 28 practicals across Bio, Chem & Phy

Dual award – 22 practicals across Bio, Chem & Phy

Covers techniques and skills that will be in the 
exam. 



Assessments
1. w/c 30th September – skills based



Extras

STEM CLUB 
Thursday 

after school
 in E104

Tank challenge March – designed and build a tank – Tank 
Museum

Stem Competition for girls at AEUK – Build a ‘Stealth boat’ - 
February

CREST AWARD  Science project- Bronze 

Rotary Club technology challenge 



“…….pupils who miss more than 50 per cent of school only three per cent 
manage to achieve five or more GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 including Maths and 
English. 73 per cent of pupils who have over 95 per cent attendance achieve 
five or more GCSEs at grades 9 to 4”

Department of Education

Link between Attendance and 
Achievement



Knowledge organisers in here

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1p41ip3GXWqLgyode2AS8U9aUvkx58rUT/preview


What help is out there?



SIMs Parent App



Key evenings 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening Thursday 23rd January  
4pm- 7pm 

Year 9 Options Evening Thursday 13th February 
4pm- 7pm 


