Grace Neighborhood
Nursery School
Fall 2017
The Director’s Corner:
Notes from Barb
What is your favorite thing about Grace
Neighborhood Nursery School? I would
love to have some quotes from parents
that I can include on our website and
share when I am giving tours to new families! Please put a note in my message
box or send me a quick email if you have
a “favorite” thing you would like to let the
world know about our amazing school!
Hopefully one of your future favorite things about our school will be our new
nature play yard! Many of you must be wondering if any wheels are turning on
this project…and while it has been slow going, progress is being made. The final
design, drafted by Grace parents Rachel Baudler Blaseg and Jonathan Blaseg
(aka “Otto’s mom and dad”) is included in this newsletter for all to see (see page
10). I am beginning the process of hiring a landscape contractor and have high
hopes that we will still be able to make progress before winter settles in. We
WILL have a play yard come spring! However - we know that although we raised
almost $15,000 for the play yard last year, and received a $4,500 grant from
the Opus Foundation to install a water play system, we will need more funds to
complete the vision. Our Annual Fund Drive is coming up next month and we
will, once again, be asking for people to share our passion for achieving the goal
of having our very own nature play yard right here at 1430 W. 28th St.

Upcoming at Grace
Wednesday, October 18
No School: Teacher Training Day
Thursday & Friday, October 19 & 20
No School: Parent-Teacher Conferences
Thursday & Friday, November 16 & 17
School Portrait Days
Wednesday – Friday, November 22-24
No School: Thanksgiving Break
Thursday & Friday December 7 & 8
Winter Fair and Book Sale (downstairs next
to the gym)
Friday, December 22
No Friday Add-A-Day
Monday, December 25 – Friday, January 5
School Closed for Winter Break
Monday, January 8
School Re-Opens

News on the upgrade to our gas lines - it is almost complete! The city and Center
Point Energy were here to inspect this week and we have the green light to fire
things back up. Just in time for cool fall weather!

Monday, January 15
No School: Martin Luther King Holiday

Thank you for all of your support of the school and each other, and the wonderful energy that is the Grace community! Read on to get the scoop from all
of the classrooms and the school staff. Happy Fall! We turn the clocks back on
November 5th! - Barb

Monday, January 22
Enrollment Forms for 2018-19 sent home

A Note From Our Long Time
Bus Assistant, Margie
Dear Grace Families, I wanted to let

you all know that I was diagnosed with
Stage 4 cancer this past July. I had been
treated for Stage 1 breast cancer 6 years
ago, and the same cells that they found
then are now in my liver, so that is why
they are calling it “breast cancer.” My
treatment plan is to continue taking oral
chemo, working here at Grace on TWTH
and volunteering in the community. I
love working with your children and I
don’t want to give up on LIFE!

-Margaret Niemi

Monday, February 6
Enrollment Forms for 2018-19 due back

Supplies Needed
If you are doing your
monthly Costco or
Target shopping,
please consider picking up a jug of
clear hand soap (refill size) or rolls
of white paper towels for Grace.

We are always in need of these
items! Thank you!!

Harriet Room News
Submitted by Shannon

Fall is in full swing in the
Harriet Room at Grace!
We have been very busy
so far this year exploring
our classroom, learning
and being active in our
classroom routine, and
making new friends!
Social interaction and
communication are such
important aspects of early
childhood education. One
of the greater priorities in
the Harriet Room at Grace
is to promote social play
and peer-interaction. A
majority of our learning
so far this year has been
simply learning to play
together. We have had a
wonderful time talking about making new friends, working together, sharing
and using our words. We have discussed our feelings, our senses and how
each of us is special. In each Harriet Room class, the children have become
strong friends and are proud to be a part of the Harriet Room, as well as the
Grace Neighborhood Nursery School community.
We have also spent a great amount of time
during the month of September talking about and
exploring apples. We have read many stories about
apples. We have explored our senses through
apples and have had a variety of apple snacks! !
We are planning to do at least one cooking project
a month this school year! Keep a look out for our
month’s most recent recipe in your backpack!
In addition to the continuous introduction of colors, shapes, letters and
numbers, seasonal topics will also be added throughout the months from
October through December. It is sure to be an exciting Autumn into Winter!!
The Harriet Room would like to extend a warm Thank You to all the parents
and families who were able to participate in our Parent Night, Open House
and Parent Teacher Conferences at Grace so far this year! These events
offer such a wonderful opportunity to get acquainted with new families and
become familiar with new faces. It is always beneficial to have an opportunity
to meet with you and discuss what to expect from our classroom. It is also a
great privilege to be able to be present to answer any questions or concerns
families may have had so far, early in the year. Communication is the

key to all successes!

Thank You so much for your continued support, encouragement and
communication with the Harriet Room! Happy Autumn!
Shannon Sullivan

Calhoun Room News
Submitted by Karen and Cassy

Stop in to see how our
classroom
alphabet
becomes more beautiful
everyday! Each child in the

Calhoun Room brought home a
large letter, the initial letter of
their first name. The children have
been busy at home decorating
their letter and when they are
satisfied with their creation they
bring it back to school. During
group time, the children identify
the letters and the artist describes
how he/she created their unique
letter. Next, the teachers hung the
letters and a corresponding photo
of each child as a border around
our classroom. All year long the children notice and remark on the beautiful
classroom alphabet. This activity stimulates much interest in letters as well
as classmates; appreciation for others’ work; conversations about children
who have the same initial letter; and it is one way we begin to build our
classroom community. Children also gain an awareness of letters and letter
sounds. They begin to understand that letters are symbols and that these
symbols have meaning. This activity helps the children develop a personal
connection between letters and their names. All of these are wonderful prereading skills! We love how the children feel so proud of their creations!
Another way we build community in the Calhoun Room is by exploring our
emotions and learning how to take care of each other. As many children begin
talking about the costumes they may be wearing for Halloween we take this
opportunity to talk about reality and fantasy and continue our exploration
of emotions. We introduce these subjects at various times throughout the
day as well as at group time and while reading various stories. Through our
discussions we try to help the children understand that everyone experiences
various emotions and that our feelings change throughout the day. We also
try to help the children discover that all feelings are valid and honored at
school especially those stronger feelings of being scared, worried, and mad.
We try to help the children identify and label their feeling and then help
them figure out a way to express an emotion appropriately. How to seek
reassurance and comfort from others as well as how to offer comfort and take
care of each other is an important skill for all of us to develop!
We provide dress-up clothes in our dramatic play center and in October we
will add various masks and silly glasses for the children to try. Pretend play is
a way for children to work on their feelings and try things out, like trying out
what it’s like to be a mother, father or baby, a doctor or firefighter. Children
can be confused about what’s real and what’s just pretend. A costume can
seem so real that children, because they’re still developing a secure sense
of self, may think that dressing up as someone else could change the person
inside the costume. In the Calhoun Room we encourage pretend play
throughout the year as we explore the concept of how disguises change the
way we look on the outside but do not change who we really are.

Calhoun Room News, continued

Role
play
can
also
self-regulation skills.

help

children

develop

An example is that a child might not be able to stand still for even a minute,
but if that child is pretending to be a guard at a castle, he or she can stand
still a long time! In role play, especially with props to help them stay in
character, children practice self-control in order to regulate their behavior
and act appropriately for the role. No wonder Fred Rogers often said, “Play is
the work of childhood.” We will continue to play hard at understanding and
expressing our emotions.
Also in October enthusiastic children from the Calhoun Room have planted
over 100 spring blooming bulbs! Some classes visited our garden on the
Greenway at James Avenue while others visited our garden in front of school
on 28th Street. We planted various colors of tulips, daffodils, and hyacinths.
Through gardening, children become aware of the life cycle of plants, what a
plant needs to grow, and the changes that occur outdoors in each season. We
will patiently wait all winter while our bulbs sleep under a blanket of snow.
Then, next spring, we look forward to a blooming rainbow!
Many children have been interested in mixing colors. This interest emerged
while they were painting at the easel with the available primary colored
paints: yellow, red, and blue. Several children discovered and identified new
colors they were creating.
Exclamations such as “Look,
I made green!” “I made
orange!” and “Look, purple!”
were often heard during
this process demonstrating
an awareness of how
secondary
colors
are
created. Of course various
shades of brown, a tertiary
color, were also created!
This discovery led to reading various much loved books about color,
including Mouse Paint by Ellen Stoll Walsh and the interactive book, Mix
It Up by Herve Tullet. The interest in color mixing continued to grow so
finger paint was introduced and many children continued to explore the
primary and the mixing colors yellow, magenta, and turquoise blue. Many
children noticed the difference between red and magenta as well as blue and
turquoise blue and how mixing these colors with yellow created various new
colors. We will continue to explore this fascinating process of mixing colors
throughout the year!

Cedar Room News
Submitted by Monta and Bridget

We
began
our
school
year
by
focusing
on
reconnecting with old friends and meeting new ones.

After reading books about making friends, including Fox Makes
Friends by Adam Relf and Will I Have a Friend? by Miriam Cohen,
we learned how to ask a friend to play and how to use
our smile to be friendly to someone. We have seen old
friendships strengthen and many new friendships blossoming.
We have been using our senses to explore the world
around us. We read The Listening Walk by Paul Showers
and took a listening walk. We heard the rain on our
umbrellas, cars splashing in the rain and the sounds of a
fire truck, hammers and saws in our neighborhood. We
used our sense of smell to explore paints mixed with
cinnamon, ginger and paprika. We used our sense
of touch to explore inside and outside our classroom, and practiced our
vocabulary words like hard, soft, rough, and cold. We read Seven Blind
Mice by Ed Young, and learned that the mice used their sense of touch
instead of sight. We are encouraging the children to not only explore and
observe the world around them, but also to articulate those observations.
As the season began to change,
we focused on the season of
harvest. We learned how farmers
grow food on their farms and then
bring their harvest into the city
to sell. This week we visited the
Minneapolis Farmer’s Market. We
rode the Grace bus to the market
and saw how the farmers organize
their fruits and vegetables. We
bought fruits, vegetables and
even flowers from the farmers
and are now using our sense of
taste to explore their harvest.
We tasted apples and peppers (green, red and purple!) Next we will taste
beets, pumpkins, green beans and carrots. We are encouraging the children
to try new foods and to at least touch them with their tongue to taste the new
flavors.

News from the Isles Room
Submitted by Claire, Carla and Sarah

We have enjoyed the beautiful fall weather by taking walks
around the neighborhood, and making excursions to the Grace
Garden and Triangle Park. Throughout the year we develop themes that reflect

the seasonal aspects of the natural world around us. During the transition from summer
into fall, there are many opportunities to bring the outdoors into our classroom. During
our study of apples, we sampled many apple varieties, and made applesauce. We also
engaged in our first science experiment: by shaking a jar containing whipping cream
and two marbles, you can transform a liquid into a solid and make butter! Fall is a
wonderful season for exploring our five senses: we’ve used our senses to smell cocoa
mulch, taste apple sauce, touch cool, slippery glurch, see the amazing art work that
adorns our classroom and hallway, and listen to the sounds in our Sound Bingo game.
The children have been exploring the laws of physics as they build elaborate block and
ramp structures for rolling wooden balls.
In addition to exploring our five senses
in the classroom, Julia Singer, our poet in
residence, has been working her magic and
tapping into the children’s imaginations
as they play with words to create poems.
By exposing children to poetry, they are
encouraged to play with words, rhythm,
and language. Before working with the
children, Julia led our group time and read
wide variety of poems. Each class then
created a group poem. We learned that
some poems rhyme and some don’t, that
some poems tell a story and that some
poems are sung. Our poetry unit is a great
example of our underlying philosophy that
children learn best in a natural, unforced
way -- that by playing with words, they are
building pre-reading and pre-writing skills.
Writing poems also taps into a very creative part of the brain, and Julia says that it is
amazing to witness the natural sense of rhythm and word play that all children have
at this age. After creating their poems, the children are making illustrations -- through
drawings, paintings or collages -- to accompany their poems. All of the poems and
illustrations will be collected and made into a classroom book of poetry for each child to
bring home. We are very fortunate to have Julia and this poetry program at our school!
On sad note, our classroom Guinea Pig, Polka Dot, passed away last month. We read
books on the topic (Lifetimes and Tough Boris) and had some very good conversations
with the children about the fact that Polka Dot lived a long life (in Guinea Pig years) and
was very loved by all of the kids at Grace. It provided a natural opportunity to discuss
life cycles, and that living creatures have a beginning and an end to their time with us.
We had a lovely burial for Polka Dot in our Garden on the Greenway.
An important area of growth this year is in the area of social and emotional development.
Therefore, we started the year by reading books and having discussions that focus on
making new friends and being a good friend. We have continued to build on the theme
of friendship and cooperation by playing cooperative games (Max the Cat, The Harvest
Game) and working on collaborative art projects. An example of working cooperatively
can be seen in the joyful handprint rainbow and rainbow paper chain on our classroom
wall, which develops the sense of satisfaction that comes from working on something
together.

Explore the Discovery
Extended Day Program
at Grace
Encouraging scientific
thinking through play
The
Discovery
Extended
Day
Program at Grace Neighborhood
Nursery School is a STEM (Science,
Technology,
Engineering
and
Math) based preschool program
being taught by Monta and Claire.
It is an extension of our students’
regular class time, and meets in
the Isles Room from 12:00 to 3:30
p.m., Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays. The day begins with a
lunch brought by each child, followed
by gym time. During group time, a
scientific concept is introduced and
discussed. The concept is further
explored through small group
activities, and reexamined during
a group discussion at the end of
the day. Rest time and, whenever
possible, outdoor time is also part of
the daily rhythm.
The main goal of this program is
to encourage scientific thinking
through play.
The activities and
themes will be STEM focused. We
will encourage the children to
investigate the world around them.
They will use tools and develop skills
within themselves to investigate.

Throughout the year the children will
observe and document what they
see. We will have group discussions
about what they observed, and will
encourage questions based on their
observations. We will be there to help
the children answer or investigate
questions that interest them.
Our classrooms at Grace already have
many opportunities for children to
learn STEM concepts through open
ended play. For example: blocks and
simple machines for Engineering;
cooking for Chemistry; water/ Light/
air play for Physics; blocks, puzzles
and manipulatives for Math; nature
for Biology and Ecology. We will
begin with classroom materials with
which the children are familiar. New
topics will depend on the children’s
interests, as we look more deeply
into subjects to which they are
drawn. Documenting what you think
and do is an important part of being
a scientist, and therefore each child
has a notebook in which to record
their inquiries.

There are four phases of learning:
awareness, exploration, inquiry
and application. Awareness and
exploration are natural outcomes
of play for young children.
We will encourage more inquiry
through questions and encouraging
the children to express their own
ideas and questions. Open ended
questions can spur children to apply
what they have learned to new
situations.

So far this year we have focused
much of our studies on nature and
observation, while we can still get
outside to explore nature in our
neighborhood. We have been to
the lake and to the Grace Garden
as well as the Green Way to look
for grasshoppers. We worked on
observing more closely as we looked
at, tasted, and drew different types
of apples. We also observed our skin
more closely through a magnifying
glass. We are currently learning
about measuring things: height, time,
size, volume and weight. The children
are measuring and comparing many
different types of units such as: unfix
cubes, blocks, tape measures, feet
and children. We discovered that the
Grace outdoor play space is eight
kids plus one teacher long, and six
and a half kids wide!
The children are very interested
in potions, which develop a great
foundation in basic Chemistry. We
began by mixing a solution (potion)
we could drink -- orange juice and
cranberry juice – and will continue
to make other solutions (potions)
throughout the year.

Discovery program students measure the width of the outdoor play space at Grace

Shop At Our Winter Fair!
Dec 7th and 8th

Thursday, December 7th, 8:45am-3:45pm
Friday, December 8th, 8:45am-1:00pm
• Charming handmade items for kids and adults.
• Gift bags of holiday treats for the neighbors.
• An excellent selection of books for kids and parents.
Build community. Grab a coffee and a cookie and meet fellow parents
while you shop.
Encourage grandparents, other family members, nannies, babysitters,
and friends to participate. We will begin accepting non-perishable
items after Thanksgiving. A “Sign Up Genius” e-mail will be coming
soon for donations as well as volunteering. Donated items should be
packaged ready for sale (think small cellophane bags with ribbons).
The smaller the package, the better it sells!

We are looking forward to this year’s annual Winter
Fair fundraiser. What a festive tradition! Purchase
holiday goodies and crafts, and all proceeds benefit the
school. Support goes to the Poet-In-Residence program,
purchasing new equipment for the gym, and outfitting
the Nature Play Yard.
Please consider making something (anything goes!) that
could be sold at the Fair. Possibilities include: holiday
cookies, candies, mini muffins; gluten free and vegan
goodies; spiced or candied nuts; pickles, salsas, jams,
jellies; homemade doggie treats; jewelry; handmade
ornaments, pottery, wood crafts; knitted, felted, sewn
items; special crafts made by kids; flowering bulb kits;
etc.

Winter Fair also includes a book sale with Oleanna Books. Expect a
rich assortment of reading materials, ranging from board books to
picture books, chapter books, books on parenting, and cook books.
The collection includes classics, contemporary child favorites, and
stories from diverse cultures. Oleanna Books will donate—in books—
the equivalent of 10% of its book sales from the Winter Fair to the
school. The teachers get to pick out the books! Win-win.

Charitable Giving Project TBA!

Look for an upcoming announcement for a community donation
drive coinciding with the Fair. Last year Grace donated an impressive
number of winter coats to Jefferson Community School! We hope to
repeat a coat drive for Jefferson School or something similar. Details
are being worked out.
Thank you for supporting our school and our community.
Laura Boleen, mother of Ida Boleen in the Calhoun Class, is
organizing this year’s Winter Fair. You can contact her at laura.
boleen@gmail.com

Severe Weather Alerts May Be Coming With Winter!
Watch for our annual launch of ONE CALL NOW, our emergency alert system.
• Contributed by Barb

We use an automated system, ONE CALL NOW, to alert parents to weather related closings. All families will soon be
receiving a voice mail message asking them to “opt in” to receive these alert messages. Alerts can be sent out via texts,
email and/or voice messaging. You will be able to determine which method(s) of delivery best suits your family and add
additional phone numbers and email addresses to your account.
In general, Grace Neighborhood Nursery School follows the guidelines of the Minneapolis Public Schools for severe weather. If the
Minneapolis Public Schools are closed for the day due to unsafe driving conditions, Grace Neighborhood Nursery School will also
close. There may be circumstances that are unique to Grace that make it seem sensible to close our school, even if Minneapolis School
remain open, or on the other hand, Minneapolis may choose to close for cold temperatures, but Grace will remain open, as we do not
have children waiting outside for the bus.
We may also exercise the option of canceling bus service without closing the school. If a decision is made to cancel bus transportation,
an alert will be sent to families who use the bus via ONE CALL NOW. If your child is at childcare, and that is where we typically pick
up and drop off, you will want to add that number or email to your ONE CALL NOW account. If severe weather occurs during the day,
an alert will be sent to advise you of the school’s early closing.

Getting “Dressed” for School
Contributed by Shannon

Learning is fun! Learning can be MESSY!

The teachers and staff at Grace Neighborhood
Nursery School are firm believers in open ended art.
Open ended art is a focus on the PROCESS not the
product of any given creative work of art. There are no given samples
or examples of an end product or project. Open ended art allows the
child to use their imagination and to gain skills which allow them to
express their ideas visually and orally with confidence. It encourages
and preserves your child’s natural creativity and strengthens their
belief in their own capacity.
Some
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

examples of open ended art are:
Easel painting
Watercolor painting
Finger painting
Painting and printing with unusual tools,
such as tooth brushes, paint rollers, kitchen
gadgets, etc.
Working with play dough, sculpting with clay
Making collages, working with glue or paste
Using crayons or pencils

Open ended art allows the child to relax and gives them the opportunity
for self- expression. It gives the child the opportunity to discuss their
art work and feel successful. Open ended art allows the child the
opportunity to predict, plan and problem solve. It enhances small motor
skills through painting, writing, sculpting and making collages.
It is important that your child is sent to school in activity appropriate
clothing. As you can see, many different materials and experiences
are offered in the art areas in each classroom at Grace. However, even
though our mediums say “washable”, it can sometimes be tricky to
get certain colors or mediums out of particular fabrics. Please help us
to encourage and enhance your child’s creativity by sending them in
expendable clothing for the school day! Getting messy is learning!!
It is best that your child come to school in comfortable, warm and
safe play clothes. We spend time in the gym each day running and
climbing. For safety reasons, we prefer that you send your child to
school in appropriate shoes. As self -help skills are also encouraged
at Grace, it is also a good idea to send children in easy on and off
clothes. Some buttons, snaps buckles and belts can be difficult for
young children.

A Note From Our Poet-in-Residence
I’m excited to
begin another
year at Grace
as your Poet in
Residence!
It is so much
fun to sit on the
floor and the
little chairs, and
listen to poems
your children
have to tell me.
The children
play with words,
sounds, and rhythm. I write down what they tell me,
and read it back to them, to make sure I’ve got it
right. The children use their imaginations and tell
me what they know. They tell me too, about things
they don’t know, like what it is like to go to space.
Or what it will be like when they are big. They tell
me about what it means to be a tiger.
All art comes from life. All art tries to answer the
questions, both big and small, that life asks of us.
Poetry is both art and play. It is paying attention
to the world around us, capturing the beauty and
surprise in each day. I love having the opportunity to
watch and hear what matters to your children. And
I love how they take ordinary things and make them
extraordinary.
I will be in each of your children’s classes, reading
and writing poems with them. We will make class
books that will have the poems and art of each of
the class members in them. Starting in October, I am
writing poems with the children in the Isles room. I
look forward to meeting each of your children and
helping them play with their words, and find the
beauty and laughter in their worlds.

-Julia Klatt Singer

One last idea! Each classroom plans to spend as much time
outdoors as the weather allows. As the winter months draw near,
we encourage you to restock your child’s back pack with a weather
appropriate change of clothes. (Don’t forget the socks!) Please
remember to label your extra clothes, as well as your outdoor wear, to
help us and you keep better track of your child’s belongings.
Thank You!

Students from Add-A-Day learn about making apple cider

Calling all Early Risers!
Contributed by Claire

One of the extended day options at Grace is
our Early Riser program. This program benefits children and their families by extending
your child’s day at Grace.

When Early Risers is offered:

Monday through Friday mornings, from 8:00 to 9:00 am.

Benefits to families:

-Meeting scheduling needs: Early Risers accommodates
parents with early work schedules and families with older
siblings who attend schools with early start times.
-Flexibility: You can choose to bring your child to Early Risers
each morning they attend school at Grace, or use it on a dropin basis.

Benefits to children:

-Preparation for longer school days: Early Risers is an excellent way to help build up your child’s endurance for all-day
kindergarten.
-Additional large-motor activity: giving children the ability to
move their bodies before school begins can help with centering and focus during their school day.
-Gentle start to the day: arriving in the classroom with a large
group of children can sometimes feel overwhelming. Early
Risers offers a gentle transition to the school day.
The greatest benefit of Early Risers is that the children love it!
When asked what they love best about Early Risers, many of
them say, “I get two gym times!”

Family Resource Corner
Contributed by Barb

Fall 2017

Kindergarten Readiness

I frequently get requests from families
for information or articles about
parenting and child development topics.
There is so much information about
these topics available at our fingertips;
otherwise known as “searching the web”.
Unfortunately not all information you
can find on the web is equally credible. Therefore in our newsletters I
choose a particular topic and search for what is available online, then
offer a few links to articles and podcasts that I think have merit. Here
are a few helpful links regarding the important question: Should I
wait to send my 5 year old to kindergarten?

1. Current research study from Stanford Graduate School
of Education (2017) on the benefit of holding children
back from kindergarten until they are six:

https://ed.stanford.edu/news/hold-them-back-stanford-educationprofessor-explains-research-kindergarten-redshirting

2. Podcast of “Schools-In” from Stanford GSE featuring
author of above study:

https://ed.stanford.edu/news/ready-or-not-stanford-researchersweigh-kindergarten-preparedness

Plans for Grace's new play yard. See cover for more information.

Celebrating Halloween at Grace
Contributed by Grace Staff

Fall is a time of
harvest and a time
of “putting away”
the year. One
fall highlight for
preschoolers in our
culture is the holiday
of Halloween.

As part of our way of celebrating, we enjoy pumpkins
in the classrooms. We may wash them, paint them,
draw on them, hammer golf tees into them, cut them
open, look at their seeds, carve faces into them, roast
the seeds, bake the pulp and use it in all kinds of
delicious recipes! This is also a great time to talk about
things that are real vs. pretend. Because we celebrate
Halloween in this low-key manner, we do not have a
costume parade. This, though exciting, can greatly
add to the stress surrounding the day. We know that
some young children can become easily frightened by
Halloween costumes and masks.
We also want to be considerate of families who may

Young children’s concept of this holiday revolves
around fantasy and dress-up. At this point in their
young lives children are just beginning to develop
a sense of “holiday traditions,” mainly through how
their family celebrates a particular holiday. At Grace
we keep things low-key. We talk with children about
“what they would like to be” for Halloween. We learn
finger plays and songs, and read stories that emphasize
these aspects. Often we include mask making or face
painting, as a part of the curriculum.

Arrival Time Tips

that children NOT wear their costumes to school.

They are welcome to bring a photo of themselves
wearing their costume if it seems important to them
to share it with their friends at school. Thanks for your
understanding and cooperation with this policy.

• Contributed by Barb

Have you ever wondered why
teachers don’t open their classroom
doors before our class start-times?
Those precious minutes before class
begins are very important!
Our teachers have 30 minutes to set up their classroom
and prepare materials and activities for the day, which
includes preparing snack, setting up the gym, making
copies and conferring with each other.

the wisdom
of children

choose not to celebrate Halloween. Therefore we ask

Dad: Why are your shoes
soaking wet?
5 yr. old: There was a
puddle
Dad: Why did you step
in it?
5 yr. old: It was a puddle!

If you arrive early, please choose a book to read with
your child (books are located at the elevator entry on
both floors), help your child use the bathroom and wash
their hands, or supervise your child in the gym. There is
also a small table and chairs inside the Dahlman Room
(just before the gym) set up with paper and markers.
As we move into winter anticipate that it will take
extra time to help your child take off their boots and
outerwear, hang them up and put on their shoes. We
want those drop off times to be enjoyable and stressfree for everyone!

4 yr. old: Can I have more
candy?
Mom: It’ll make you sick
4 yr. old: It’ll make me
happy first!

Mom: We need to clean
the house.
5 yr. old: Is someone
coming over?
Mom: No, but we can
clean just for us.
5 yr. old: But we know
what it really looks like!

Selecting a Kindergarten in the Minneapolis Public Schools • Contributed by Barb
Are you looking at one or more of the Minneapolis
Public School Kindergartens as
an option for your child? This

fall is time to visit the schools of
your choice! All district schools with
kindergartens will be hosting “Visit
Your School Days” sometime between
October 25 and November 15. Once
the specific dates for specific schools are announced
we will send that information to families via email.
When families have made their choice of school (s),
they must submit their requests and register their child.

*The district’s school request deadline is midnight
on February 3, 2018.
Choosing a Kindergarten
Step 1: Parents of children entering kindergarten

(child must turn five on or before September 1) are
strongly encouraged to complete the School Request
Card or submit your school request online by February
3, 2017.

Step 2: Parents of children entering kindergarten

must complete the registration process at their
assigned (neighborhood) school, even if that school
is not your first choice. This registration can be
completed anytime after the District-wide registration
begins on May 2, 2017 or you may call the school to set
up a time.

When registering, be sure to bring the following
to the school:
• Completed Early Childhood Screening summary;
call 612.668.3715
• Birth record
• Immunization record

While you must present these documents before your
child can start school, you should submit your request
card even if you don’t have all these documents
available at the current time.

How to Request a School
Step 1: Find out which schools are available to you

with transportation. Go to https://schoolrequest.mpls.
k12.mn.us/. Enter your address to see a list of options
with busing available.

Step 2: Research schools. By learning basic

information about school start times, locations and
program offerings, you will be able to narrow down
your school choice options.

Step 3: Visit schools you are interested in to further
narrow your school requests.
Step 4: Read Frequently Asked Questions. You may
find the answers to the questions you have about the
school request process.

Step 5: Determine school preferences to list on your
School Request Form. It is strongly recommended
that families select two schools and that one be the
community school in your attendance area.
Step 6: Submit your request form online. If you

are unable to submit a request form online please
download, print, and mail in your request form to one of
our student placement offices.
• Downloading and printing school request
cards (Step 5);
• Submitting online.

Step 7: Letters notifying families of their school
placement will arrive in homes on March 29.
Step 8: If you have any questions, please call Student
Placement Services at 612.668.1840. Student Placement
Services staff are available to talk you through the
request process.

design :: adrianna grant

