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School has been in session for 50 days and 
there is a sense of things settling…in a good 
way. I hear the sounds of children deeply in-
volved in their play with peers or sometimes 
on their own; anticipating what will come 
next; confidently asking their teachers ques-
tions; helping to clean up; comfortably sitting 

The Director’s Corner:  
Notes from Barb

and attending at group time; and knowing that when it is time to go home…they 
will be back soon. The school year is well underway. The days are getting shorter 
and finally there seems to be a nip in the air…the seasonal transition from fall to 
winter will be here before we know it. While the weather this fall has been noth-
ing short of stupendous, adding an element of sparkly, joyful sunshine to each 
day, something happened last week that seemed to cloud our collective horizon.   

No matter which way you lean politically – left or right – I think we would all 
agree that there is an element of uncertainty lingering in our hearts…about the 
future of our communities and our country. In thinking about what kind of mes-
sage from the Director of your child’s school might add an element of hope or 
positivity to your lives I decided to scrap the message I had already composed 
for our fall newsletter and start over. I want to tell you all what an amazing, 
strong community you belong to here at Grace. It goes without saying the staff 
is incredible: caring, knowledgeable, skilled, and dedicated. Your children are in 
good hands and are learning what it means to be part of a community that cares 
for and respects each other. 

But what you may not be aware of as you pop in and out of the building or as 
you go about your busy work-a-day lives is how much caring and supporting is 
going on everyday between and among our families and our staff of both school 
and church. So far this fall I have observed parents going out of their way to 
give each other rides home, picking up each other’s children, arranging to care 
for each other’s children, sharing their joys, cares and worries, crying together, 
laughing together, offering to pick something up at the store for each other (and 
for the school!) I am deeply in awe of the depth of caring that happens here 
every day. 

We have several families who recently arrived in Minneapolis after moving from 
out of state or out of country. These families have been welcomed by the whole 
Grace community! Children have quickly made friends at school; there have been 
play dates at the park, coffee dates at The Beat, and exchanges of emails and 
telephone numbers. The church and the school are working together every day 
to make this building a welcoming, safe and positive place for all.  Our school is a 
microcosm of what is needed across our community and our country. Feel hope-
ful that if it can happen here, it can happen anywhere and everywhere. What 
does Grace stand for? I believe that Grace stands for the well being of everyone. 
No matter what. And you are all part of Grace. I thank you for that. - Barb
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Fall is in full swing in the 
Harriet Room at Grace! 
We have been very busy 
so far this year exploring 
our classroom, learning 
and being active in our 
classroom routine, and 
making new friends!  

 S o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n 
and learning how to  
communicate are such 
important aspects of early 
childhood education. One of 
the greater priorities in the 
Harriet Room is to promote 
social play and peer-
interaction. A majority of 
our learning so far this year 
has been simply learning to 
play together. We have had a 

wonderful time talking about making new friends, working together, sharing and 
using our words. We have discussed our feelings, our senses and how each of us is 
special. In each Harriet Room class, I have observed children becoming friends and 
showing pride to be a part of the Harriet Room, as well as the Grace Neighborhood 
Nursery School community.

We spent a great amount of time during the 
month of September talking about and exploring 
apples. We read many stories about apples.  We 
explored our senses through apples and had a 
variety of apple snacks! We even MADE our own 
apple crisp! It was so much fun working together 
to make a delicious snack! We are planning to do 
at least one cooking project a month this school 
year! Keep a look out for our month’s most recent 
recipe in your backpack!

In addition to the continuous introduction of colors, shapes, letters and 
numbers, seasonal topics will be added throughout the months. It is sure to 
be an exciting transition from Autumn into Winter!! 

The Harriet Room would like to extend a warm “Thank You!” to all the parents 
and families who were able to participate in our Parent Night, Open House 
and Parent Teacher Conferences so far this year! These events offer such 
a wonderful opportunity to get acquainted with new families and become 
familiar with new faces.  It is always beneficial to have an opportunity to 
meet with you and discuss what to expect from our classroom.  It is also a 
great privilege to be able to be present to answer any questions or concerns 
families may have had so far, early in the year.  Communication is the key to 
all successes! 

Thank You so much for your continued support, encouragement and 
communication with me! Happy Autumn!   

Harriet Room News
Submitted by Shannon



Stop in to see how our classroom alphabet becomes more beautiful everyday!  
In October each child brought home a large letter, the initial letter of their 
first name.  The children have been busy at home decorating their letter and 
then they bring it back to school when they are satisfied with their creation.  
During group time, the children identify the letters and the artist describes 
how he/she created their unique letter.  Next, the teachers hang the letters 
as a border around our classroom.  All year long the children notice and 
remark on the beautiful classroom alphabet.  This activity stimulates much 
interest, appreciation for others’ work, conversations, and an awareness of 
letters.  Children also begin to understand that letters are symbols; that these 
symbols have meaning, and it helps the children to develop the connection 
between letters and their names.  All of these are wonderful pre-reading 
skills!  We love how proud the children are of their creations!  

As many children began talking about the costumes they would be wearing 
for Halloween, this provided an opportunity for us to talk about reality and 
fantasy, as well as continue our exploration of emotions.  We introduce 
these subjects at group time and while reading various stories.  Through 
our discussions we are exploring the idea that everyone experiences various 
emotions and that our feelings change throughout the day.  We help the 
children discover that all feelings are valid and honored at school, especially 
those stronger feelings of being scared, worried, and mad.  We encourage 
the children to identify and label their feeling and then help them figure 
out a way to express it appropriately.  Recognizing and sharing feelings 
is a complicated skill and a first step toward effective problem-solving.  
Additionally, seeking reassurance and comfort from others is an important 
skill for all of us to develop! 

In October we provided dress-up clothes, various masks and silly glasses for 
the children to try. Pretend play is a way for children to work on their feelings 
and try things out, like trying out what it’s like to be a mother, father or baby, 
a doctor or firefighter. Children can be confused about what’s real and what’s 
just pretend. A costume can seem so real that children, because they’re still 
developing a secure sense of self, may think that dressing up as someone 
else could change the person inside the costume.  In the Calhoun room we 
encourage pretend play throughout the year as we explore the concept of 
how disguises change the way we look on the outside but do not change who 
we really are.

Role play can also help children develop self-regulation.  For example, a child 
may not be able to stand still for even a minute, but if that child is pretending 
to be a guard at a castle, he or she can stand still a long time!   In role play, 
especially with props to help them stay in character, children practice self-
control in order to regulate their behavior and act appropriately for the role.   
No wonder Fred Rogers often said that “Play is the work of childhood.”   We 
will continue to play hard at understanding and expressing our emotions.  
What does happy, sad, sleepy, and mad look like? We plan to photograph the 
children showing these emotions on their face. It is interesting to discover 
that various feelings may look different on different people, and that we can’t 
always tell what someone is feeling just by looking at them. Instead we need 
to talk to each other to discover what is inside of each of us, and through 
talking and playing together we are building a compassionate classroom 
community.

Calhoun Room News
Submitted by Karen and Cassy



This year we will be 
studying the topic of “Faces” 
throughout the year. What 
we love about focusing on 
the big idea of “Faces” is 
that it is such a rich subject.  
We begin with the simple 
concept of what makes up 
a face, which is about body 
awareness. Then it lends 
itself to teaching about facial 
expressions and emotions.  
There is rich language 

about facial structure, shape, emotional expression, as well as differences and 
inclusiveness. We can offer many materials that can be used to create faces as well 
as encourage children to observe things that look like faces. The study of faces also 
involves opportunities for dramatic play through emotional expression. But most 
of all this study helps the children to interpret and understand others. One of our 
goals for the year is to build a strong community where all children are known and 
respected. Often when children speak to others, they don’t look them in the face/
eyes. Throughout each day we look for opportunities to remind children to look 
at whom they are talking to or playing with. This helps build a strong, connected 
classroom community.

We began our study of “faces” this fall by exploring how we learn with our 
senses, specifically what each part of our face/head (eyes, nose, mouth, ears) 
does, to communicate information to our brain.  Then we asked each child to 
do a self-portrait. Drawing skills can vary a great deal at this age because fine 
motor skills are emerging. Once children gain coordination their skills can 
develop quickly. We will ask the children do another self-portrait at the end of 
the year to compare their development in drawing as well as the complexity and 
details of their drawings. This contrast is presented at our spring conference. 

 We then read the book Faces by David Goodman. It is a book depicting faces all 
around us, everywhere we look. On every page of this inspiring and imaginative 
book, children will encounter unusual and creative ways of making faces, using 
printing, collage, geometric shapes, and sculpture. Surprising details are revealed 
by lifting flaps, looking through holes, or turning the book upside down. Besides 
being entertaining and engaging, Faces brings everyday objects to life to inspire 
that artist within! So of course we then offered the children the opportunity to make 
faces with found objects. This required children to think about what detail was 
needed to make a face.  How can I make it more elaborate? They began to make 
faces with other items, such as our snack food. 

At Halloween we explored faces on pumpkins or Jack-o-lanterns. We read This 
Is Not A Pumpkin by Bob Staake (because it has a smile and is a Jack-O-
Lantern).  When we talked about what kind of face to put on our Jack-o-lantern 
we talked shapes and emotions.  We had orange playdough with poppy seeds 
to play with and included tools to use to make faces.  Since many children are 
interested in drawing we included a pumpkin shape on paper for them to draw 
faces on.  Next we will read Leaf Man and have leaves and other materials 
available to create leaf creatures with faces.  We will be revisiting the study of 
“Faces” through a number of different mediums throughout the year. Having a 
few topics that we revisit throughout the year gives the children opportunities 
for repetition, continuity and depth in their learning.

Cedar Room News
Submitted by Monta and Sharon



Our poet in residence, Julia Klatt Singer,  
spent the month of October with 
the children in the Isles Room. 
Their books of poetry are titled:  
Poemy and The Fall Day and Every-
thing Foam Poems and a Ghost in a Tree.  
Here are a few excerpts: 

Last Night by Nadia
Last night
I was interrupting my Mom
All night.
I was waking her up.
This morning I planned a nap for her,
Second thing, after we eat breakfast.

Shooting Motorcycle by Johan
It flies to Minnesota!
It flies to the North Pole!
It goes to the end 
Of the world!
It does not fly for real,
Only in our imaginations.

The Leaves by Boden
The leaves
Still on the trees.
I like to jump
In them.
They will probably 
Come down
On my birthday
October 27!

A Bee Says by Bianca
A bee say buzz.
Ants talk to each other.
A crickets says cribit.
Caterpillars don’t make a sound
They are just quiet.

It Is Not Great by Isaac
It is not great
To be a shape.
It is much better
To be a color-
All the colors; orange
Red, green, blue, purple
And yellow.

Growing by Emma  
My dress
Is my favorite.
It has flowers on it. 
I’m getting too big for it
And it
Is getting too small. 

We have enjoyed the 
magnificent fall weather 
by taking walks around the 
neighborhood, and making 
excursions to the Grace 
Garden and Triangle Park. 
Throughout the year we develop 
themes that reflect the seasonal 
aspects of the natural world 
around us. During the transition 
from summer into fall, there are 
many opportunities to bring the 
outdoors into our classroom. Our 

study of apples included examining apples at the science table, finding the “star” inside 
our apple prints, and making apple sauce and apple crisp. We also made butter and 
biscuits, which brought us to our first science experiment: by shaking a jar containing 
whipping cream and two marbles, you can transform a liquid into a solid and make 
butter! Fall is a wonderful season for our studying our five senses, with so many great 
sensory experiences outside: crunching leaves under our feet, migrating birds, the 
wind, yellow leaves against a blue sky, piles of pumpkins and gourds, the squishy feel of 
pumpkin pulp. Inside our classroom we have been using our five senses to smell cocoa 
mulch, taste fragrant apple crisp, touch cool, slippery glurch, see the amazing art work 
that adorns our classroom and hallway, and listen (when we are very quiet) to the cooing 
noises of our classroom Guinea Pig, Polka Dot.
 
In addition to exploring our five senses in the classroom, Julia Singer, our poet 
in residence, has been tapping into the children’s 
imaginations as they play with words to create poems. 
By exposing children to poetry, they are encouraged 
to play with words, rhythm, and language. Before 
working with the children, Julia led our group time and 
read wide variety of poems. Each class then created a 
group poem. We learned that some poems rhyme and 
some don’t, that some poems tell a story and that some 
poems are sung. Our poetry unit is a great example of 
our underlying philosophy that children learn best in 
a natural, unforced way -- that by playing with words, 
they are building pre-reading and pre-writing skills. 
Writing poems also stimulates a very creative part of the brain, and Julia says that it is 
amazing to witness the natural sense of rhythm and word play that all children have at 
this age. After creating their poems, the children made illustrations -- through drawings, 
paintings or collages -- to accompany their poems. All of the poems and illustrations 
have been collected and made into a classroom book of poetry for each child to bring 
home. We are very fortunate to have Julia and this poetry program at our school!
 
An important area of growth this year is in the area of social and emotional development. 
Therefore, we started the year by reading books and having discussions that focus on 
making new friends and being a good friend. We have continued to build on the theme 
of friendship and cooperation by playing cooperative games (Max the Cat, The Harvest 
Game, Hoot Owl Hoot) and working on collaborative art projects. An example of 
working cooperatively can be seen in the joyful handprint rainbow and rainbow paper 
chain on our classroom wall, which develops the sense of satisfaction that comes from 
working on something together. Several children have shown a keen interest in making 
paper airplanes at our art table, leading to discussions about space and inspiring our 
next classroom theme…

News from the Isles Room
Submitted by Claire and Carla

POETRY CORNER



Grace Is Participating In 
The Parent Aware Quality 
Rating Process
This may be old news to many of you….
but perhaps you are wondering exactly 
what this means? What is the Parent Aware 
Quality Rating Process and why are we 
participating? Here is an excerpt from their 
website:

Parent Aware: Our Mission 
Parent Aware helps families in 
Minnesota find the quality care and 
education their children need to 
succeed in school and life. We work 
side-by-side with families, offering 
free tools and resources to help 
them make informed choices about 
high-quality care and education 
opportunities. One way we do that 
is through the Parent Aware Star 
Rating system. Our One- to Four-Star 
Ratings for programs allow families 
to easily identify early education 
programs using research-based best 
practices to prepare children for 
school and for life. Programs who 
volunteer to go through the rating 
process are going above and beyond 
the basic requirements of DHS 
licensing and have:
• Volunteered for extra, in-depth 
training in key four comprehensive 
areas

• Devoted themselves to strong, 
caring relationships with each child
• Adopted the latest approaches to 
keeping children’s learning on track
• Committed to daily activities and 
routines that help children learn

In July 2016 Grace entered the 
Building Quality: Making Good 
Things Better initial phase of the 
Parent Aware Quality Rating Process. 
This initial phase lasts for 6 months 
and is a time when we work with 
two coaches to learn the intricacies 
of how to go about participating 
in the rating process and begin 
the process of taking many hours 
of required training in the areas 
of Child Development, Authentic 
Observation, Developmental 
Indicators of Progress, Curriculum 
Planning and Implementation, 
Supporting Children’s Development, 
Nutrition and Obesity Prevention, 
Working With Families From All 
Cultures, Supporting Children 
With Developmental Disabilities 
and Behavioral Challenges, and 
Assessment. 

In January 2017 we will officially 
enter the Parent Aware Full Rating 
Period. The Full Rating Period lasts 
for 3 months. During that time all 
classrooms will contribute to the 
creation of a Quality Documentation 
Portfolio that illustrates the inner  

workings of Grace: such as, how we 
support families; set program goals; 
plan and implement intentional 
curriculum based on developmental 
theory and research; observe and 
assess children; communicate this 
important information to families; set 
individual goals and create plans to 
help all children progress in all areas 
of development. The culmination of 
the rating process is an observation 
of one classroom by coaches from 
the University of Minnesota, looking 
at the relationships and quality 
of teacher/child interactions that 
support children’s development, 
especially in-depth thinking and 
learning. This will occur in April.  We 
should have the results by the end of 
June.
While Grace has long implemented 
an excellent play-based curriculum 
and is highly regarded in the 
community as a quality program, this 
process will give us greater visibility 
in the community through their 
free marketing program and allow 
families who have been awarded 
Early Learning Scholarships from 
the state to choose our program for 
their children.  It is a lot of work…but 
I think it will be a great experience 
for the whole school and community.  
We look forward to next year when 
it is behind us! Thank you for your 
patience with the additional closings 
for teacher training days!

just for 
FUN

Knock knock
Who’s there?
Cows! 
Cows who?
Cows go ‘moo’ not who!

Knock knock
Who’s there?
Wooden shoe!
Wooden shoe who?

Wooden shoe like to hear  
another joke?

Knock, knock.
Who’s there?
Lettuce.
Lettuce who?
Lettuce in, it’s freezing  
out here

Knock, knock. 
Who’s there? 
Canoe! Canoe who? 
Canoe come out and  
play with me today?



Do some holiday shopping  
at the Winter Fair!

Thursday, December 8th, 8:45am-3:45pm
Friday, December 9th, 8:45am-1:00pm
 
• Charming handmade items for children and adults. 
• School cookbooks for sale.
• Gift bags of holiday treats for the neighbors.
• An excellent selection of books for kids and parents.

Build community. Have some coffee and a 
muffin and meet fellow parents while you shop.

We are looking forward to the annual 
Winter Fair. And what a lovely fundraiser it 
is! Purchase holiday goodies and crafts and 
all proceeds benefit the school. This year’s 
earnings will purchase equipment for the gym–
especially a new batch of high-quality mats.  

Please consider making something (anything 
goes!) that could be sold at the Fair. Possibilities 
include: holiday cookies and candies; gluten 
free and vegan treats; spiced or candied nuts; 
pickles, salsas, jams, jellies; homemade doggie 
biscuits; handmade ornaments, ceramics, wood 
crafts; knitted, felted, sewn items; special crafts 
made by kids; etc.

No time to make something? 
No problem. 

We need you to come and shop!

Encourage grandparents, other family members, nannies, 
babysitters, and friends to participate. Details for donating 
will be circulated via e-mail. Donated items should be 
packaged ready for sale (think cellophane bags with 
ribbons). The smaller the package, the better it sells! Cute 
treats and gifts specifically for children were quite popular 
last year. Savory items also sold quickly.
 
Plan to do some book shopping as well. For the second 
year running Oleanna Books will form part of the Winter 
Fair. Expect a rich assortment of reading materials, ranging 
from board books, to picture books, chapter books, books 
on parenting, and cookbooks. The wonderfully curated 
collection includes classics, contemporary child favorites, 
and stories from diverse cultures. Oleanna Books will 
donate—in books—the equivalent of 10% of its book sales 
from the Winter Fair to the school. The teachers select the 
books! Win-win.

Eve Abou Chacra (mother to Nadia, Isles and Discovery Classes) is leading the Winter Fair efforts 
this year. You can reach her at eve.lotter@gmail.com.

Winter Coat Drive for Kids through December 9th
Look for the donation tub at the school entrance.

Spread the Warmth

Thank you for supporting our school and our community.

Help us spread the warth this winter. We are running a Win-
ter Coat Drive for Kids, together with Grace-Trinity Community 
Church, until December 9th. Please donate gently used (or 
new) winter coats and accessories. Sizes Infant through 
4T will be donated to Mary’s Place, a Sharing & Caring Hands 
shelter for homeless families. Sizes 5T through Adult will form 
part of the Lowry Hill East Neighborhood Association (LHENA) 
coat drive for Jefferson Community School in Uptown. That too 
small coat in your closet just found a new home!



Meet our new Assistant to the Director, Mary Scavotto

Hello Grace Families! I am so grateful for this opportunity to work with all 
of the wonderful staff and families at Grace!  I have been itching to get back 
into a school for years!  Previously I taught Kindergarten, 1st grade and the 
gifted program for grades 3-5 at Normandale French Immersion Elementary 
in Edina. Then I taught 2nd grade at Cairo American College in Egypt for three 
years. While staying home with my children (ages 10, 7 and 6), I completed my 
Masters and Education Specialist degrees, earning my K-12 Principal license. 

I live in Uptown now, but grew up in Benson, Minnesota on a hobby farm. One 
of nine children, I have always been surrounded by people of all ages and 
noise levels of all decibels. I love the energy and variety of the school setting, 
and I love to play! If I’m dancing like nobody’s watching, it’s because I can’t 
help myself.  Thank you for welcoming me to Grace!    -Mary 

Severe Weather Alerts Coming With Winter!
Schools Closing, Bus Not Running…How Can Parent Stay Informed?
“ONE CALL NOW”  •  Contributed by Barb

We use an automated system, ONE CALL NOW, to alert parents to weather related closings. All families will soon be 
receiving an informational email explaining how this system works. Alerts can be sent out via texts, email and/or voice 
messaging. You will be able to determine which method(s) of delivery best suits your family and add additional phone 
numbers and email addresses to your account. 

In general, Grace Neighborhood Nursery School follows the guidelines of the Minneapolis Public Schools for severe weather.  If 
the Minneapolis Public Schools are closed for the day, Grace Neighborhood Nursery School will also be closed. There may be other 
circumstances that are unique to Grace that make it seem sensible to close our school, even if Minneapolis School remain open.

We may also exercise the option of canceling bus service without closing the school.  If a decision is made to cancel bus transportation, 
an alert will be sent via ONE CALL NOW.  If your child is at childcare, and that is where we typically pick up and drop off, you will want 
to add that number or email to your ONE CALL NOW account.  If severe weather occurs during the day, an alert will be sent to advise 
you of the school’s early closing.

Arrival Time Tips  •  Contributed by Barb

Have you ever wondered why 
teachers don’t open their classroom 
doors before our class start-times? 
Those precious minutes before class 
begins are very important! 

Our teachers have 30 minutes to set up their classroom 
and prepare materials and activities for the day, which 
includes preparing snack, setting up the gym, making 
copies and conferring with each other. 

If you arrive early, please choose a book to read with 
your child (books are located at the elevator entry on 
both floors), help your child use the bathroom and wash 
their hands, or supervise your child in the gym. There is 
also a small table and chairs inside the Dahlman Room 
(just before the gym) set up with paper and markers. 
As we move into winter anticipate that it will take 
extra time to help your child take off their boots and 
outerwear, hang them up and put on their shoes. We 
want those drop off times to be enjoyable and stress-
free for everyone!


