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“The meaning of life is to find your gift.  The purpose of life is to give it away.”  

Some give credit to William Shakespeare for this quote.  Others believe it was a saying 
by Pablo Picasso.  Either way, the quote provides a good start point for this year’s An-
nual Report.

Kindness is a gift.  Sharing Kindness is possible when the goal is to help young people 
from urban public high schools “breathe air at amazing colleges and universities.”  

Near the beginning of the 21st Century, I found that my purpose was to use Kindness 
as a means for helping some urban youth prepare for and apply to America’s top na-
tional universities.  

“Would you be so Kind as to share your gifts of helping students breathe air at amazing colleges and universities with un-
derserved families and students who are “ready at this time” to embrace the gifts you have to offer?”



The purpose of the MIMS Institute is to help Emerging 
Leaders Promote Academic Excellence in urban ZIP 
codes and under-served communities “…for the better-
ment of the quality of life.”  

It strives to do that by Motivating Individual Minority 
Students to prepare for and apply to Top National Uni-
versities. We mentor high-achieving students currently 
at Sam Houston High School as well as act as cheerlead-
ers and guides on their path to college. 

Our Bucket List (Chapter 1) highlights four develop-
ments during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017.  We 
witnessed a student from our zip code become a stu-
dent at the University of Notre Dame. Another young 
lady from the same high school in ZIP code 78220 
graduated from West Point.  Two others within our cir-
cle of influence graduated from Harvard College and 
the College at Brockport, State University of New York.

We discuss the Landscape in Chapter 2.  San Antonio’s 
Eastside and Sam Houston High School offer unlimited 
opportunities to support young people willing to dream 
big, explore, and make a difference by “breathing air at 
amazing colleges and universities.”  

Kindness Matters.  We showed (and received) Kind-
ness during the numerous Academic Excellence Fellow-

ships (Chapter 3) we experienced with young people 
and various other servants and servant leaders during 
the year.

Trips to Amazing Colleges and Universities (Chapter 4) 
were an essential part of our support to Emerging Lead-
ers during the fiscal year.  

Students on the Rise (Chapter 5) at Sam Houston High 
demonstrated Kindness throughout the year and en-
abled us to see Academic Excellence on the Eastside 
agenda at least once monthly from September through 
June.

Presence Matters at Graduations and Other Celebra-
tions of Academic Excellence (Chapter 6) because we 
are able to show that we care about young people who 
choose to demonstrate Academic Excellence.  

One of our board members, Anne Ortiz, connected us 
to the University of the Incarnate Word HEB School of 
Business Associate Dean who made senior and MBA 
Capstone teams (Chapter 7) available to the MIMS In-
stitute Fellows, Inc.  

The Back Cover illustrates yet another “Picture Worth 
Recreating.” Senior Notre Dame alumni stand in sup-
port of Yahterie-Anne Sykes Ortiz, Class of 2020.
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CHAPTER 1

Bucket List
There were experiences that took place during the 
2016-2017 MIMS Institute Fellows Fiscal Year that fall 
into the category of “Bucket List” Experiences.

The cover photo shows the Sendoff Celebration for 
members of the Notre Dame Class of 2020 from the 
Greater San Antonio area.  Yahterie-Anne Sykes Ortiz, 
from my high school and my ZIP code had a seat at the 
table reserved for the Class of 2020.

When was the last time you attended a celebration of 
Academic Excellence that included a recent high school 
graduate from your ZIP code and high school alma ma-
ter headed to an amazing college?

The other items on the Bucket List:
--Commissioning Ceremony for 2LT Caraballo
--Scholarship Recipient’s Graduation from Harvard
--Commissioning Ceremony for 2LT Redmon, USMA



Yemajha Caraballo graduated from O’Neil High School in 
Highland Falls / Fort Montgomery, NY in June 2013.  The 
school serves military families stationed at the US Military 
Academy at West Point.  I have close relatives who have lived 
in the Village of High Falls since the early 1950s.  They treat 
me “like a Baptist preacher” when I visit, so I find reasons to 
be a beneficiary of their kindness at least two times a year.  

Six years ago, my cousin connected me to Yemajha.  He was a 
local in his sophomore year at O’Neil High.  He tried to fit in 
with his more affluent classmates who lived on West Point.  
His parents’ Caribbean background provided him constant 
fuel allowing him to persevere and overcome numerous obsta-
cles  he faced in his school environment.  Yemajha found that 
he excelled in the Army Junior ROTC Program.  When I first 
met him, he shared with me that he wanted to become an 
Army officer.  

In early February, 
2017, Yemajha 
asked if I would 
be willing to serve 
as the official for 
his May 12 Com-
missioning Cere-
mony as part of 
his graduation 
from the College 
at Brockport, 

State University of New York.  

In August 2013, I had the privilege of making the first two 
Safiya and Daren Miller No Boundaries Scholarship presenta-
tions.  Savannah Bradley, from the Tampa Bay area, was 
about to begin her journey to Harvard College.  Kirsten Red-
mon was from my ZIP code and my old high school in San An-
tonio.  She was about to begin her plebe year at West Point af-
ter having graduated from the US Military Academy Prep 
School earlier that yer. Both invited me to their graduations 
four years later, just before Memorial Day, 2017.
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Safiya and Daren Miller grew up in the ZIP code with the 
highest incidences of juvenile referrals in Pinellas County 
(St. Petersburg), FL.  They both made the best use of their 
public education opportunities in the International Bacca-
laureate Program at St. Petersburg High School. Safiya 
graduated from Harvard College in 2009 and Daren gradu-
ated from Duke University in 2012.  They invited me, just 
after Daren’s graduation, to administer the Safiya and 
Daren Miller No Boundaries Scholarship program on 
their behalf.  

Savannah and 2LT Kirsten Redmon represent 100% four-
year graduation rate for the recipients of the first scholar-
ships.  Did I mention that Savannah was captain of Har-
vard Softball and Kirsten was captain, Women’s Army 
Rugby? Mercy!



CHAPTER 2
The Landscape on San Antonio’s 
Eastside

Academic Excellence Matters!  

San Antonio’s Eastside is an area where one can erect 
road signs pointing public school students toward 
America’s Best Colleges.  Such signs would change the 
existing landscape.  The public high school in my ZIP 
code is Sam Houston High.  I graduated from this high 
school four and a half decades ago.  Sam Houston is 
one of the high schools in the San Antonio Inde-
pendent School District (SAISD).  Over 96% of the dis-
trict’s students are eligible for free- or reduced-fee 
lunch.

There is research that speaks about the vast majority 
of high-achieving students from low-income house-
holds.  One prominent study found that they “do not 
apply to any selective college or university.”  On the 
other hand, there are colleges and universities that 
make it possible for these same type of students to at-
tend amazing schools.  

Below is a list of 60 of them.  Since the 2010-2011 
school year, only two Sam Houston graduates have en-
rolled in or are about to enroll in these schools.  



The opportunity is wide-open to add more students from Sam 
Houston who occupy seats at these amazing colleges and uni-
versities. SAISD, indeed, has established a goal that 10% of 
graduating seniors attend Tier 1 Universities when the Class 
of 2020 graduates.  

Apathy on the Eastside, perhaps, is the major threat to having 
high-achieving students from low-income households prepare 
for, visit, apply, and attend out-of-state universities that pro-
vide amazing opportunities and financial aid to our young peo-
ple.
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