
 

 

 

June 6, 2014 

 

Dr. Michael Sherar, President & CEO 

Cancer Care Ontario 

620 University Avenue 

Toronto, ON M5G 2L7 

 

Dear Dr. Sherar, 

Children are the future, and for Cancer Care Ontario, that future includes the survivors of childhood 

cancer.  Ontario Parents Advocating for Children with Cancer (OPACC) represents over 750 families in 

Ontario who have been affected by childhood cancer.  Our organization was created to respond to the 

issues that are created by the realities of pediatric cancer. Established in 1995, OPACC has a successful 

track record in creating programs and resources as well as advocating for families affected by childhood 

cancer.    

Ontario is currently the home of several thousand children living with and beyond cancer.  While 

over 80% of children survive cancer, more than 60% of survivors face late effects of their disease and 

treatment, including neurocognitive impairments, sterility and secondary cancers (National Cancer Institute 

2014).  By the time they turn 45, more than 95% of childhood cancer survivors will have a chronic health 

problem and 80% will have severe or life-threatening conditions (St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 

June 2013). These are the future patients of the adult cancer system, a system that Cancer Care Ontario 

has a mandate to screen, provide surveillance for, treat and support.  The themes arising in the initial 

consultations for the fourth Ontario Cancer Plan include system and clinical integration, quality of life and the 

patient experience and equity; these are themes that resonate with the needs of those who are survivors of 

childhood cancer. 

With the development of the fourth Ontario Cancer Plan (OCP), there is an opportunity to address 

the needs of childhood cancer survivors who will be entering the adult cancer system.  More than 60% of 

childhood cancers consist of leukemia, brain cancers and lymphomas whereas the most common cancers in 

adolescents and young adults aged 15 to 29 are thyroid cancer, testicular cancer, lymphomas and 

melanoma. These cancers are very different from adult cancers and will present very different challenges for 

the cancer system in the future (Cancer Care Ontario, Nov, 2013). 

 

 

 

 



As a representative of parents, guardians, survivors, and close relatives of children and adolescents 

diagnosed with childhood cancer, we are writing to you to request the opportunity to provide a voice to 

childhood cancer survivors in the fourth Ontario Cancer Plan.  Planning for cancer services to meet current 

and future patient needs means addressing the needs of childhood cancer survivors.  Implementing 

Provincial cancer prevention and screening programs means addressing the issues and risks associated 

with cancer treatment outcomes facing childhood cancer survivors.  There is a gap that exists between the 

Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario and Cancer Care Ontario’s adult system.  This gap creates a barrier to 

care for children transitioning to adulthood.  We encourage Cancer Care Ontario to formally acknowledge 

the needs of childhood cancer survivors by incorporating them in the next Ontario Cancer Plan.  Your 

commitment to creating the best cancer system in the world will only be realized by ensuring equity and 

including childhood cancer survivors and their families in shaping the cancer system of the future.   

We would like the opportunity to be engaged in the development of the fourth Ontario Cancer Plan.  

We also encourage the convening of key pediatric oncology stakeholders to discuss the needs of childhood 

cancer survivors to ensure that they are represented.  We are offering to help Cancer Care Ontario facilitate 

a stakeholder engagement event to ensure that the issues facing childhood cancer survivors are addressed 

in the next OCP to ensure that the needs and issues facing this group are recognized, addressed and 

resolved to facilitate Cancer Care Ontario’s vision of “creating the best cancer system in the world”.  The late 

effect issues of childhood cancer treatment include cancer recurrence, secondary cancers, and cardiac and 

respiratory complications (National Cancer Institute 2014).   These issues will need to be addressed by the 

adult cancer system in partnership with other provincial agencies (e.g. Cardiac Care Network).    

In closing, we recognize Cancer Care Ontario for their vision and commitment to the residents of 

Ontario.  As an organization, CCO has a demonstrated track record of success in addressing quality of care 

and access issues for Ontarians.  With a focus on equity, the needs of childhood cancer survivors must be 

addressed.  We look forward to the opportunity to engage and partner with Cancer Care Ontario to expand 

their vision and reach to include childhood cancer survivors.  We are interested in hearing how the current 

system addresses the needs of this vulnerable population and how we can help CCO achieve its vision by 

ensuring equity for all Ontarians through system integration, sustainability, effectiveness, quality of life and 

the patient experience.  Together we can make a profound difference in the lives of children who were 

affected by cancer as they become stakeholders in the adult cancer system. 

Regards, 

 
 

David Munro 
President and Chair 


