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We Love Pastor
Pastors Sam and Brenda Rijfkogel!
My wife Sue and I love Pastors Sam and Brenda Rijfkogel! We have gathered for worship at Grand Rapids
First many times and we are blessed every time! We love the way Pastor Sam identifies a local pastor and
congregation by name from the platform every Sunday morning. Then he prays for them by name—asking
name
God
to pour out His blessings and favor upon them. Pastors Sam and Brenda are real, genuine, transparent,
transparen and
authentic. They speak and engage with people on a personal heart level. They understand life along with its
challenges and its blessings. They endure the difficulties and celebrate the victories. They give God the credit
and glory for everything. They
ey both have a unique gift of making people feel welcome, loved, and accepted.
They are wonderful examples of loving God and loving people.

Thank You Holy Spirit, for giving us the idea of inviting folks from Grand Rapids First to join us in honoring and
blessing Pastor Sam and Brenda in this issue of the PastorCare West Michigan Newsletter.
Pastor Sam is an outstanding preacher and pastor. He and his wife, Brenda,
have an immense passion to serve the Grand Rapids community. Their desire
is to romance the city to Jesus. It is an honor to work alongside this couple
who serve Jesus with such a spirit of excellence.
Pastor Eddy and Claudia Brewer

Pastor Sam and Brenda Rijfkogel’s leadership enables and teaches us to go deeper into reading and studying
God’s Word along with continual prayer.
Through their guidance, we learn to put everything to prayer first, equipping us to live life with the Holy Spirit as
our guide for every situation.
Pastor Sam and Brenda demonstrate outstanding direction
and example for relationship building, for loving and serving
others to show God’s love.
We may never know this side of heaven how far reaching
their gift of leadership is in our life. We thank God for the
ministry of Grand Rapids First and that He gave us Pastor
Sam and Brenda as our leaders. We are privileged to pray
for them.
Roger & Yvonne Boomsma
(on behalf of our many GR First friends in faith)

We all heard the axiom that "where there is no vision, the people perish" (Proverbs 29.18). Unfortunately, most
of us have also seen God's people struggle when no one is helping them to see God's plan and purpose for
them.
One of the things that I love and appreciate about Pastor Sam is his ability to understand God's vision for
Grand Rapids First and then to share it with the church family so that we understand exactly where we're
headed and exactly why we need to head in that direction.
Pastor Sam is so skilled at helping us as a people see
the next hill that we need to take, and then to show us
how God is positioning and equipping us to take that
hill. But it's not a one-shot deal with Pastor Sam.
As he has often said, "Vision leaks." So Pastor Sam
continues to remind us of the vision so that we can
stay focused on the great things that God wants to do
in and through us! It's great to be a part of
GRFirst...and to know why we're here and where we're
headed!
Ken Stults

Thank you for the opportunity to honor and express our appreciation for
Pastor Sam and Brenda in this way.
We have had the privilege of serving under Pastor Sam and Brenda for
many years and one of many reasons we so appreciate them is that they are
truly great examples of servant leaders; what they teach is what they live
before us.
Their love for God, His people and the lost is genuine and evident in how
they serve the congregation here at Grand Rapids First and our community
at large.
Pastor Tim and Candy Ryder

Pastor Sam and Brenda are not only great spiritual leaders but great friends as well. They've been involved in
our public service work, knowing that the church must reach beyond the four walls of a building. They've been
there during the good times and the very difficult times.
During a critical out of town health emergency, my family
experienced powerful prayer from my friend and brother,
Pastor Sam. I don't believe words can fully express how
moved we were by his compassion and expression of the
heart of Christ.
We love the way Pastor Sam and Brenda lead our church
in reaching out to our community. That may include helping
to provide clothing for needy children, working in area
schools or praying for other churches.
We truly appreciate the gift Pastor Sam and Brenda are,
not only to our church, but to our community as well.
Senator Bill and Clova Hardiman
We have been members at G.R. First for 28 years. G.R. First helped us raise our five children. Now, G.R. First
is helping us raise our grandchildren! Meet Grayson. He just turned five. He LOVES to go to church. We so
appreciate Pastor Sam and Brenda’s vision for reaching the kids . . . from nursery to college and beyond. But
G.R. First is so much more. In our opinion, it is the total package . . . concern for the community through
outreach and concern for the world through missions.

G.R. First is colorful and diverse! But above all else, G.R.
First is passionate about seeing the lost come to salvation.
As a congregation, we are reminded all the time by guest
speakers that G.R. First is a church of excellence. That
doesn’t just happen by accident. We are so very thankful,
and will be eternally grateful, to Pastor Sam and Brenda for
all their dedication, hard work, and vision. They are a
treasure to us, to this church body, and to the work of the
Kindgom. Love you guys!
Brian and Pam Cusack
Pastor Sam and Brenda are great leaders and great people. They are not only
great pastors to the congregation at Grand Rapids First, but they are truly
great pastors to their staff! Thanks for all you’ve done for our family.
Pastor Tim and Lissette Carter

Pastor Sam and Brenda Rijfkogel. You are truly awesome leaders, who are an
incredible example of kindness and compassion toward others. You have such a big
heart for people and this city.
Pastor Sam and Brenda, you always believe that we can rise higher, we can
overcome, and with God all things are possible. You are not just talkers—you are
living it out in your everyday walk of life. You are people of faith that are changing
this city.
I am honored to serve alongside of you in ministry.
Love You
Pastor Raycheen Sims

Pastor Sam and Brenda aren't just an amazing Pastoral team but an
amazing couple. Their passion for Grand Rapids First and our community
shows in every area of their lives. It's a privilege and honor to serve with
such a powerful and compassionate couple that set the standard in how to
love each other and reflect Gods love.
Pastor Tommy McCaul

Pastor Sam and Brenda are truly a gift from God. I am so thankful for their genuine
love and passion for God and his people. Pastor Sam and Brenda set the example
when it comes to serving and loving our church and community. They are such a
great example of modeling Christ to everyone around them through the way they
lead our church, through their marriage, through the way they have raised their
kids and through the way they live out their everyday lives.
I can’t thank God enough for this wonderful couple and for how special they are to
my family and me. We love and appreciate Pastor Sam and Brenda so very much
and pray for Gods richest blessings and favor on their lives.
Pastor Eric Klein-Wassink

Dear Pastors Sam and Brenda,
As you know, October is Pastor Appreciation Month. We are very thankful for the October PastorCare
Newsletter as a vehicle to honor and bless you. We are so grateful that the Lord led us to Grand Rapids First,
our church home in Michigan. From the first time we worshipped with you, we felt at home.
God has gifted you with excellent leadership skills. One of the things we love most is that you truly lead the
way in all endeavors. Your statement of “romancing the city of Wyoming to Jesus” is not just something you
say but something you do with every outreach. God continues to give you creative ideas in ways to reach
those who may not be churched or interested in coming to church. Your hunger to bring lost souls into the
kingdom is an inspiration. The outreach to the Wyoming Public Schools continues to keep doors open for
ministry. Opening up the church at no charge to schools looking for places to hold graduation and other events
is another way you reach out. Each Sunday you pray for another church and pastor in the Grand Rapids area
knowing God’s flock is large and diverse thereby needing many churches with different gifts to reach the
maximum number of people. You are not intimidated by other churches or pastors but you pray for them and
encourage them in the call of God upon their lives. Offering the opportunity for multiple weddings on the same
day after your sermon series on purity was definitely a God idea. Your hearts to reach the youth is so big. Your
servant’s hearts come through in all that you do. A good example is cleaning up after the 4th of July parade in
Grandville. Everything you both do, you do with excellence.
Sister Brenda’s skill set in decorating and re-designing the areas of the church to make them most efficient is
impressive. The redesign of the lobby and the new carpet completed a couple of years ago looks beautiful. It
makes those coming for the first time to feel welcome. Immediately, they can see the excellence of the ministry
as they enter the building. The wing for children ages new born through age 6 that was recently redone is
beautiful. It’s hard to imagine any parent not wanting to bring their child to that area for church. The safety
measures that were implemented make parents know their children are safe. The new project on the Student
Life Center is in progress and your plans to target young people within a 25 mile radius of the church is
awesome.
Thank you so much for your willingness to use the gifts and talents that God has placed within you. You are a
dynamic duo who fit together like a hand into a glove. We at Grand Rapids First are very blessed to have you
as our pastors. Your pastors’ hearts are huge for everyone with whom you come in contact. We know that
we’ve only scratched the surface regarding the many outreaches and projects your leadership has brought to
the church. There are so many that it is hard to list everything in one letter. We are also very blessed each
week as you share God’s heart through the word of God. Your sermons are practical and easily applied as we
leave the building, and we are able to apply the principles throughout the week.
There are not enough words to convey our hearts of love and thanksgiving for the gift that God has given to
Grand Rapids First in the two of you.
We are absolutely amazed at all you are able to
accomplish within each 24 hour day. We pray for
God’s continued blessing upon your lives and the
lives of your children as you continue to serve the
Lord with your whole hearts. We pray the same
blessing on you and your family that you pray over
the congregation each week.
May the Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord
make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to
you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, And
give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26.
Mega blessings,
Wally and June Blume

It’s an incredible blessing to be able to serve in ministry with
Pastor Sam and Brenda. They possess the most important
quality I value in leaders: authenticity. The message
preached in the pulpit is lived out in their daily lives.
Moreover, the genuineness of their love for the congregation
of Grand Rapids First reflects the admonition of Romans
12:9, 10: “Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love
them….Love each other with genuine affection, and take
delight in honoring each other” (NLT).
Pastor Sam and Brenda, as you have loved others and laid
down your life for us in ministry, may God in turn overwhelm
you with uncontainable blessings!
Pastor Kerry Watts

We love to bless and encourage pastors and their families! It brings us great joy to use this Newsletter as a
conduit of praise, appreciation, and encouragement, from the staff and members of Grand Rapids First, to their
beloved Pastors—Sam and Brenda Rijfkogel.
The purpose of PastorCare is helping pastors soar! Most of our work is done behind the scenes. God shows
up when we meet with pastors one on one, for coaching and encouragement. Everything shared with us
remains confidential. Pastors and spouses need to feel safe so they can share their hearts with people who
have experienced and understand their unique role in life and in ministry. By God’s grace and with His favor,
we excel in listening, encouraging, affirming, and coaching pastors and their families.
We depend on people who love pastors to partner with us in
this strategic Kingdom ministry. We need prayer and we
need financial support. Perhaps the Spirit will move you to
partner with us.
Checks are made payable to: PastorCare West Michigan
1632 Waterbury Dr. SE Grand Rapids, MI 49508.
Online contributions can be made through the PastorCare
West Michigan website, using our secure PayPal account.
PastorCare West Michigan is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Pastor John and Sue Smith, M.Div., D.Min.
Executive Director, PastorCare West Michigan
Mobile: 616-304-8543

Email: jsmith@pastorcare.org
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